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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Farther Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia and 
Arabia, 


Part [V. 


No.1. 


Mrs Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Satisbury.—(Reeeived July 2.) 
(No. 08.) 
(Telegraphic.)_P. ‘Tehran, July 2, 1900. 
SARA? Wharf, Pleaso inform me by talograph what sum Messrs, Liznch te 
prepared to poy Persian Government in retum for the free uso of wharf for twelve 
vvonths? Their Agreement contains no stipulation for this. 


eS 


No. 2. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury Co Mr. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 87.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 2, 1900. 

T HAVE received your despatch No, 68 of the 30th May Inst respecting the 
political situation at Tehran and the position and character of the Ministers now in 
power. 

Tupprove your proporal to adopt a conciliatory tone in dealing with the Persian 
Government, and to postpone as far as possible energetic pressure with regard to any 
pending questions until the Shah’s return, 


Lam, &, 
(Signed) "SALISBURY. 





No. 3. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received July 3.) 


__ THE Under-Secretary of State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forvarde herewith, for the information of the Secretary, of State, copy of inclosures in 
Garerament of Inia Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 14th June, regarding Muscat 
fairs. 
India Office, July 8, 1900. 


(2635) 











Inclosure 1 in No. 
Captain Coz to Government of India, 


Muscat, April 21, 1900, 
I HAVE the honour to forward copy of a letter dispatched to the Resident in 
diog an Arabic leaflet, called the * Eye- 

Together with » copy (with covering 


1, His Highness the Sultan, 
Saiyid Muhammad-bin-Turki, brother of the Sultan. 

3, Saiyid Mubammad-bin-Hilal, cousin of the Sultan. 

4, Saiyid Badr-bin-Seif, Commander of the Sultan’s forces. 

5, Shaikh Suleiman:bin-Suweilim, Sultan’s Wali at Sohar. 

6. Alcbin-Juma, a Baluch, retainer of the Sultan, 

7, Suleiman Abdul Rabim, Baluch, Jemadar Commanding one of the forts in 
Muscat. 
%, Sheikh Muhammadeal-Radjehi ; deported from Zanzibar in Sultan Homud’s time, 
now living in Muscat. 

9, Sheikh Mobsin-bineAmer, a Harthi Sheikh in the interior; always giving 
trouble 
10. Sheikh Ali-bin-Amir, Hinawi Sheikh in interior; enemy of Sultan. 
11. Abdul Aziz, the French Consul’s Drogoman. 
19, Ali Hussein, a local resident, bad character and intriguer; British subject. 
13, Suiyid Yusut Zowavi, a respectable Arab merchant trading to Caleutta, 
14, Saiyid Abdulla-bin-Akil, local Arab merebant of good repute. 
15, Yusuf Jamal, a local Atab resident of good repute. 


‘Tho inclusion of such persons ak Nos. 9 and 10, well-known characters in the 
interior, but unknown in Museu, is proof pos! that the Muscat agent of the leaflet is 


aie none well versed in the politics not only of Muscat, but of Oman. I have now seen 
ilies different issues, and they are all of the saue character, full of maliciously false 
{Normation and comments regarding British policy and doings everywhere, and pufliog 
ie French aation when opportunity offers. 1 found very shortly after coming here that 
the Arabic nevspapets which reached the Sultan were always full of anti-Britich articles 
An misrepresentations of British policy, and I never lose an opportunity of giving the lie 
ti tem du conversation with the Sultan, and it seems to me probable that M. Otta 
fading that the Sultan ip less inclined to believe all that he oF the Egyptian newspape 
{ell ies, hts arranged for this leaflet to be disseminated here, and sends the Gull news 
cithor himself or through Goguye 

TL Thave the honour to inquire, in. the first place, whether it will wot be possible 
to have. the Muscat consignment of the: productioa, suppressed at the General Post 
Office, Bombay; and, in the second place, to suggest that inquiry he made through 
our Consul at Beyrout as to where it emanates from, and to what other places it is 
sents 


——————————— 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 8. 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonet Meade. 


Muscat, April 18, 1900, 
T HAVE the honour to inclose a specimen of an anonymous news-pamphlet whieby 
red in Museat through the post. ‘The production emanates from Beyrout, 
toa few persons in Museat, some eight or 
rally added. Its object is obviously to 


disseminate jout the world, and ju 


the calibre o 
news, 1 have little doubt th 
undermining British influences in these waters. 


8 
= a, Tam sending a copy of this letter and another specimen of the pamphlet to the 
Foreign Department, in order that time may not be lost in tracing the souree from which 
jt emanates in Beyrout, if that is possible. 


—————— 


Inclosure 3 in No. 8. 


Translation of Articles from * Ratheul-Basayar” (“ Opening of Byes, an Arabic paper 
oblished in Beivout, dated Tth Ramzan, 1317 H. (January 9, 1900). 


WE have observed in these days that some mischief.makers are using theit Dest 
endo canta communicate fake reports to our Mussulman brethreo, thereby doing harm 
corre qaporant interests, and they guide them into paths which are only fll of horm 
to them. 

e- nis reason, have arranged, for the sake of God, to publish a paper for ovr 
Museatnn bretiren tbat they may understand what is for thei interes io oertain question 
Musser, them for a reward, but I give this with felings of merey for them, and t0 aid 
them in their religious affairs, ‘ 

ai acre edo not ask for a reward, and T do not hope for anything except 
nce nhc interests, and that they may be on their guard agtnet, those who 
Shake a show of their justice, but the matter is not as represented by them; on 
tink trary, if is their fraud to snatch away what isin the hands of the Museutmans, 

aay geful to God that He hath giveri me suficient strength to help my Mussulman 
prethea eta'T pray God to help them and awake them, and 1 do not wish anything {rom 
them but their prayers for me. 

Pt uae fay best endeavours in whatever will eontribute to the good of their religion 
and worldly afuse; and Ido not fear those who do. mischief in the world and desive to 
a eet tusstlinan brothers, and who carry away the good things, of the Musaulinan 
countries to their own desert-like country. 

iPhie is contrary to justice and equity which they claim to practi 

Tei therefore necessary for our Mussuliman brothors to avoid. them, and to wall on 
the sagt path and fallow tke custom of the Prophet, and be firm in their religious 
observances. 


El-Wadai. 


It is reported that the Sublime Porte will place tho country of EL-Wadai under, the 

‘Turkish Government, and that they will send an Ambassador to the Court of Sultan, 

Yusuf, the King of the country, in view to invest him with the rank of 

val that presents Wil be given to’ im, together with a. letter written by His 

§ Soltan Abia Hamid himself, ‘This's a matter for surprise, . Sultan Yorahian bine 

Fase mim to be a descensiant of Abbas, and that the ‘ Khitafat ” is for his forefathers, 

At wot for the Turks, Then how is it possible for him to agree to have his country 
placed under the ‘Turks ? 

Tri true that Sultan Abdul Hamid has sent presents to Sultan Tbrahim-bin-Yusué: 
then it is omly with the object of entering his country, and therefore Sultan Thrahion wi 
be in a most dangerous position if he accept the presonts. 

vjoubt Soltan Lorabim bas read the history of the past Kings, and has found the 

account of Saiyid Ali Kermanli, When Sultan Yusuf Pasha died, some seventy years a0 

Sid AUi desired his people to let, him succeed him on the Throne of Kermanti, being 

iat by the Turks, and he succeeded to the throne. After a short time a mnan.of-wat 

rrved ut the place, It contained 6,000 Turkish soldiers, under the orders of Mustafa 

Najib Pasha, ‘Suiyid Ali Kermuanli hid no suspicion of any kind, but felt quite confident. 
ceived Mustafa Najib Pasha with great honour aud ceremony 

quested Saiyid Alito permit the ‘Turkish soldiers to Tani 

‘Phe permission was granted. Next day Saiyid 

‘Najib Pasha, and then bring him with 


Saiyid Ali's boat returned empty. A 
little later landed Mustain Najib aiyid Ali, and produced 


1 Firman of Sultan Abdul Hamid, vai at Kermanli and. 
‘over the whole of the Tripoli country. he Kingdom of 
‘Kermantins was brought to an end. 





4 
Rabeh. 


It is reported to me that friendly relations have been formed between His Majesty 
Sultan Abdul Hamid and Rabe, the head of mischief-makers, who is notorious for ereating 
mischief, and who is a spy of the English. It is said that he has sent presents to the 
Sublime Porte through the Wali of Tripoli (Western). It is said that they have come to 
an agreement. 

‘This news has staggered my senses to find thst Sultan Abdat Hamid should befriend 
a Zangi slave, who was liberated by Zobair Pasha, who is notorious for his obedience to the 
English,  Zobair sent his liberated slave as a spy to the English, with a body of men, so 
‘a8 to make mischief among the Mussulmans. ‘Their mischief has become known to the 
world. ‘Thus they attacked Bajarim and Barno countries, and killed many Mussulmans 
and plundered their property. They attacked Koka, the capital of Borno, and burnt it 
down, leaving no signs of its existence. ‘They killed its King, Taleh Shaikh Hashem, who 
was known to be a peaceful man. They stopped its mercantile communications, and 
Inade prisoners of a body, of traders from ‘Tripoli who used to trade with Koka, and 
Hlundered their property. How can we then believe the reports that His Majesty the 
Sultan has formed friendly relations with a mischievous (ellow who is a spy of the English ? 

It is reported that the English have sent Colonel Lugard, who is notorious for his 
doings in Uganda, to Scoto, which is near Borno, to join Rabeh, and no doubt the meeting 
of these two mischievous men will result in no good to the Mussulmans, 


‘Transvaal. 


‘Phe English still continue to be defeated. ‘The number of their killed, wounded, and 
prisoners has teached 8,000 men, 'Theit leader, Sir Rhodes [ric] Buller, suffered defeat ia 
the battle of Cotenso, close to the River Tugels. ‘The Boers took twelve of their guns. 
Genorai Lord Roberts has superseded him now, who fought with Afghanistan and 
India His Chet of the Stal 6 Sardar Kitchener, who became famous in the battle of 

nidurman. 

Tt is suid that the English will send 600 soldiers from India and Egypt to help the 
English troops which fled before the Boers. It is evident that the Indian and Egyptian 
troops go throngh fear, and not of their frec-will. ‘This is because they lowered their 
former position, and gave higher posts to their own men, Perhaps the English have 
become aware of this discontent of the Indian und Egyptian troops, and fear that they may 
rebel. Consequently, in view to precaution, and as they know of thelr bravery and 
gallantry in fight, their fear has inereased, and they have begun to practise deception, and 
hence they send them away ftom their native country, sometimes sending them to Soudan, 
sometimes to the Zanzibar coast, at others toTransvaal, #0 as to send them into exile, and 
remove them from their families and people. 


Strength of Guarding Troops in India. 


There are nine cavalry regiments in India to guard it, Of these, three have been sent 

Int with the Boers, ‘They have been obliged to send another regiment, because many 
Nongs dic there owing to the bad effects of air and water ; 70 per cent. die, leaving 90 per 
cent, They have also sent a regiment from Burmah to the aid of their English troops, 
eaving three regiments in it, ‘The English are constantly sending troops from India; but 
they eminot send more than 900 soldiers for want of officers, who have largely been killed 
and taken prisoners in the Transvaal war with the Boers. At present India has no troops 
to guard it, and we say God forbid that, if the Indian people rebelled, the English would be 
in great difficulties, especially if Russia joined Afghanistan against them. 

Tt is reported that a small Russian war-ship has proceeded to the Persian Gulf 
‘When the English heard about it they gent an Engtish man-ofwar to Bushire, claiwi 
that it belonged to them, and in view to find out something about the Russian war-si 
It is now nearly a month that the English ship has been making inquiries, but has yet got 
no news about it, and they are now quite at a loss what to make of it. 


‘The English and Saiyid Feysal-bin-Turki. 
In these days the English are showing mildness to Saiyid Feysal, Sultan of Muscat, 


and they have now paid the usual subsidy which he gets from Zanzibar, but which was 
stopped last year by Admiral Douglas. 


‘The English and Germans. 


English seized si: di 1 to the Germans, viz., Herzuk,” the 
“ ce Be Admin ec Huns, Janet)” © Bundesrath,” nd Conselle,’ which 
ceerrticcen Zanzibar and Delagca Bay, oo the change of their eaeryin S008 Te the 
trade bere hey dd s0 10 display their maritime power to the, Arabs, Zngians, 0) 
people of the Zanzibar enast, so that they cay Kunst that they bave @ long-reaching 
pe A apart srrote a strong threatening fetter for interfering with, Mis 
subjects, The English were frightened, and at once released the German vests, ‘The 
Emperor has sent ‘orders to his brother, Prince Henry, who is at present, in we hin eae 
Bmperor Maeeed at once with his man-ofwar to DarcerSalnem.. Up fo (ts free 
10 proanspired why this order hns been issued. It is possible that this is for some 
news, or to protest against the evil proceedings of the Bnglsh in interfering 
impPGerman subjects. Perhaps the English will pay weavy indemnity for having stoppet 
the vessels and caused loss to, their t 


SS 


Inclosure 4 in No. 3. 
Captain Cox to Government of Tndia. 


Extract.) Muscat, May 12, 1900, 
(extriet) atinuation of my letter of the 21st Alto your address, I have the honour to 
Fated extracts {rom the last: number of the “ Bye-opene q 
attach transite ney are worth subiaitting for information, as the authors of them ave 
therces been to partiolarize, and thereby to confirm my previons conclusions as to thelr 
avery aad their object in disseminating the leaflet. . 
identity pr aention that the word * Balyooz” occurring in, the Girt extruct (aid te 
bea corruption of the Greck word Baqdeis) is, I believe, the ordinary term ‘applied 
bea era OGult wo Consuls generally, but L gov fad on Inquiry that in Mussal fos 
in the Persian either, probably because” the lritidh, Consul was for so many years the 
so Consular official here, the terin is applied to, the British Representative only, the 
French Consul being known as “El Francis,” ‘This ‘apparently wounds the sensi 
my French colleague. 


“The Bye-opener,? 25th Skawal (February). 


Muscat. 


car, Sultan Saiyid Feysal, Sultan of Muscat, presented to a Freuch merchant, 
as the rights of sovercizaty entitled him to do, a spot in, bis territo suitable for the 
rage of eoal for his (the Frenchman's) steamers. ‘The Viceroy ‘of India, however, grew 
iivand made « protest to Saiyid Feysal, putting forward the arguinent that the 
sete was inconsistent with the ‘Treaties in force between him and the English, and that he 
Fass in thet, no right to give away way part of ‘his posscesions to any one, | Admiral 
Dovgls was then sent up 10. Muscat ageotnpanied by three men-ofewar, and he bothered 
Saival Feyeal until the latter undertook not to make over any portion of his possessions fo 
any foreigner except the English, and agreed that the present. gift ‘of ground should, he 
Cancelled. By this action the English wade it appeur that they were protecting Saiyid 
Feyail from foreign encroachment, but this wus not at all the ease, | Thele sole object was 
Thrannenation of Muscat and its dependencies, und if we want the simple truth it is 
thet thes took this action us furnishing a means for interfering in the affairs of the place 
and of quietly achieving their object. They have also made a start by planting in the 
Sail an iron flagstaff, 40 cubits in height, upon which to fly their tig procedure 
his regarded by the Arab public as lence of the annexation of the 
country. : 
"Another mark of their strange attitude with regard to Saiyid Feysal is the matter of 
the payment which it hus been customary for, Zanzibar to ake to Muscat, ‘They now 
foot uyon the payment of this money as a piece of English charity and benevolence, and, 
in fact’ the Viberoy bas frequently spoken of Muscat us being part and parcel of Bombay, 
71635) © 
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‘and has stated that his Government expend a lakh of rupees yearly on the pla 

Moreover, the present Consul appointed by it (Indian Gave mien) 10 Muscat bee 
himself “Balyooz,” that is to say, an Agent ((Vazir), upon whom is imposed the burden of 
busyiog himselt in politics and he looks upon himselfas the. Ruler of Muscat, and upon 
Murcat as a piece of British territory, Again, since Saiyid Feysal heard that the Engish 
Queen lind beeonie “Empress of Inia,” the ttle bestowed upon her. by ber Jew Prine 
Minister, Lord Israel [vic]. ond in accordance with the desire (purpose) of the Balyooz, he 
has taken it upon hime to accord er a salute of thirty-one guns on the oeasion of every 
British festival, wherensRoyaltics are not given more than twenty-one. ‘The extra ten are 


for the claim of Great Britain, and since the ‘Transvaal wat i 
t , and since the ‘Transvaal war started, the public of Asia an 
‘Africa have all taken the measure of Great Britain's power, eee em 


‘The Island of Bakrein. 


‘The Tsland of Babre nous for the oysters, which abound i 

which valuable pears are obtained, The English pretend that are land of Balen io 
tinder tir protection in pursuance of Treaties existing between them and Shek Bess 
Sultan of Busi, an thet allegation thatthe terms ofthese Treaties preeiude Sheikh 
Test from aking any Treaty vith any other foreign Power except, by permission ofthe 
Brith Goverment, Moreover, they look pon inhabitants, of Babrein, as, British 
subjects when they enter foreign tervitory; and jn, an order issued from London and 
Galeitta to thcie Consul at Bushire, they have forbidden Sheikh Besa to farm bis customs 
to Hindustanis or banians according to past usage, and. what they want is to seize the 
customs themselves, and appoint « British agent for collecting all the reveaue of Babrein, 
ind they recently sent for this purpose the Consul of Bushice in a nano war so ts to 
frighten the populace, but Sheikiy Resa refused to have « British agent over the customs 
of his country, and his subjects backed him in this attitude and declared that, if an 
English agent was forced upon them, they would eave the country, and that it’ would 
result in rebellion against him. Up to now the measure has not been accomplished, and 
the Consul fiw returned empty away, bat itis. said that ns the ‘Transvaal war is 
over, they will oblige Sheikh esa and his subjects to fall fn with their designs, In this 


connection we hear that Sheikly esa has asked protection from the ‘Turkish G 
CE a le protection from the ‘Turkish Government 


Inclosure 6 in No. 
Captain Cor to Government of India. 


(Felegraphiea Mi 

raph oH Museat, May 22, 1900, 

_ REFERRING to my letter, dated the 12th May. More scurrilous, pubtiations since 
urrived, Sultan of Museat desires me to suppress in the Muscat Post-oltic Some 
iudrensed to Freneh protégé. In view of the possibility of such aetion leaking out, L 
solicit sauetion of the Government of India before taking any, é 


Inclosure 6 in No, 
Captain Cox to Government of India, 


= eat a Museat, May 18, 1909. 
IN continuation of my Totter of the 12th instant, I have the Nonour to forward 
«translation of another still more scurtlons anti-Rnglish leaflet, of which a parcel has been 
den a Ma fo, dation, srg pes te the ane handwriting as 
6" Eye-opener,” and is Sithographed in the same way, and Uhave, therefore, lo 
itacit uantea tron the pda sro agora Us ee WE 
2, His Highness the Sultan, who was shown « copy of it, desi 

1 Sultan, who was shown py of it, desires me to arrange fe 
the suppression in the post of all such anonymous garbage. ‘The post-office Ae Muscat, 
nowever an the sorting of Teter is open to the public gaze through the window, and 
it would be dificult to suppress, uuniber of letters without the matter leaki ng. oUt, 
aa) his iy Me vase of Hrencheprotected addresses might prove awkward, Before 
doing 50, therefore, 1 have 101 i visable ie e Gov 
Sai ervfore, | have thought it advisable to ask the orders of Goverment by 


ai 


43, ‘The last number of the © Eye-opener”” contsins nothing specially meriting report, 
but cune of the envelopes used, of which I attach » specimen, 2) ‘of a new pattern, bearing 
bat sor es name, «James Bolton, 39 and 40, St. George's Place, Hyde Park Corner,” 
This may possibly furnish a clue to the author of the pamphlet. 


6 SS 
« Brontispiece, Ist Shawal, 1317. 


<éSorely the acizure of our country, the violation of our honour, and the eradication 
of our religion is a very shame upon us! et et : 
religion He Prophet (peace be on_ hin), &e.),‘ The remedy Ties with God and His 
Proplict ant His finams, and with the whele-of islam . * 
We hope that whoever lights upon this homily sil distribute it far und wide among 
his brethren of the faith. ee 
© Your adviser in God, 
(Signed) & Appu MunasnKan.” 


= 
« Purports 


«* Praise be to God, and blessed be His Prophet, &e. “ 

Now, my dear brethren, previous HAN his have sent you advice on religions aubjects 
according to the inspirations of God and to the utmost ‘of my power, and now L shall not 
fil to advise you more frequently, ind may God find us ‘all amenable to what is right 
‘and to what He wishes, But inuch time bi passed, and we still find ourselves apathetic 
ind sore-pressed. by the enemies of God, who Tnvade our countries, seize our property, 
a ore ee our religion: and his ib verily an invmentuable inisfortune, anid there 1s 
nt wer ar atrength except in, God the grent and gh ‘Phe inception of our faith was 
no Fal, and. as was its beginning, so will its progress, be, Truly spake Mahommed, 
TSurely after me you will sce things which you Will despise,’ and again, “Return not to 
Paganism, frll not on one another.” ; 

at Methren, T have seen ia these latter days some, of toy co-religionists fighting 
with others, nnd all at, the bidding of Englishmeny ‘and tempted by greed for thelr 
rit otnert dhe, laxuries of civilization. Tho. persistence of these English in w yoliey 
of depravity under the guise of equity and justice could only emanate from a nation 
of deorayttgeient in morality and religious principles. And dit ot Mahommed 4 
T Phe time will come when knowledge will decrease iid sedition will appear ?? Verily it 
js they who are the greatest of sedition-mongers may God protect and preserve us from 
them, Amen. 

‘But we can all sce through their pretensions in all ditections to equity and 
justice. "Fiat, took. at what they did am our hie India they have drained our 
Justis of its areaatres. and products; they have violated our honour, wand have perpe= 
tou Yotimy in our country, And to such nn extent havo) they persevered in. thelr 
oppression, that they have succeeded in dividing ws Wy ‘and seatterinig us in many 
oppression» uch ure the ils that we have suffered at the hands of Ye English, ancl itis 
cont for much regret that we have found no one to help us. | OF ‘brethren of the 
aan to be like unstable salt-sand upon which, no sound edifice coy bo erected, and 
fait et due to & want of piety and obedience to God. IC we had ‘only stuok firmly to 
th ‘another, we should never have arrived at, our present debnsed condition, And 
Seis not hidden from any one what the English did regarding the Elders of the 
‘Azhar at Cairo, of how They. violated the wife of the late Saiyid Muhammad Ahmed 
(may God heve snerey on him), who fought in the path ‘of Gods and how they dragued 
Tis corpse from its grave, and if only Abmed had tn his lifetime got any one to help 
his corps fehommedians should have, been iow in an exalted position in the sight of 
God and of His Prophet, ant in the sight of our enemies, 

{Bot nowadays my Mahommedan brethren do not seein to hesitate to. indulge in 
sworldlnees ed luxury and sensuality and, selfadornovent, and so theit honour and their 
Tokay bas become a amall matter ia. their eyes and this ‘all on necount of their 
‘vant of sincerity in religion. Yes, indeed, the love ‘of this world is the root of all 
Tedition, and the greatest of all sedition-mongers are the English, before whom the 

diful gave way at Khartoum and Ondurman, to auch an extent Whit they fivally fought 
vet one another, and this was all on account of their lust for Bnglish gold and dis- 
obedience to God. 
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“We all know that mankind is never free from the promptings of the devil, 
who ceases not to tempt him and to instigate him to deeds of infamy, for did he not 
sav to Ged, 1 swear by Your Honour that I will deceive all mankind?” Well, the dev 
ff this epoch are the Enslish ; it is they who deceive men and guide them in the way 
of depravity, and give them rope until they fall upon one another. Remember how the 
Bnglish acted in the fight with Muhammad Ahmed and his followers, and afterwards they 
repudiated their share in the matter and put it on to Mahommedans. It is natural 
perhaps that man should forget himself to some extent in the heat of battle, but surely 
hot to the infamous extent that they did. And all the time Muhammad Ahmed had no 
idea that he was fighting against men of his own faith; be firmly believed it was only 

inst the Englisii he was straggling, and they, with their usual depravity, kept 
themselves in the buckground, and let loose the Mahommedans at one another's 
throats. 
“It is by thus interfering and spreading empity among Mahommedans that they 
set them against one another, and then make use of the opportunity to effect th 
ends, ‘Then again look at the Boers. ‘They are Christians and ignorant rustics, 
tor their beloved country and their h 
and are Keeping the Boglish at. b God give them vietory over their 
in spite of the power ot the English in their army and their fleet. ‘The st 
their army and their flect is no doubt great, but whatever happens the tyrant cannot 
succeed 
nedans ean become one in heart and mind, and leave off 
faith, we shall never get a better opportunity than 
the present. ‘This is the time to seize it, ond we must be like a strong edifice and 
hold staunchly to one another and ask help from God, and if God wills we shall 
succeed.” 


(Signed) P, %. COX. 


Inclosure 7 in N 
Captain Cox to Governnient of India, 


Museat, May 19, 1900. 
IN continuation of my letter of the 28rd March last, I have the honour to forward 
1 further Memorandum regarding M. Goguyer. 


Inclosure § in No, 3. 
Memorandum regariding doings of M. Goguyer in Muscat. 
(In continuation of Memorandum dated Mareh 23, 1900.) 


DURING the last two months Goguyer has Kept very quiet. He has done no 
business of any kind, and no arms have been consigued to him as was reported to be 
likely, He is still financed by M, Ottavi, ‘The latter signs orders on the local banians, 
nut the peons who take bis cheque to be cashed always say, “M. Ottavi wants 
100 rupees (or whatever it may be) for Goguyes.” He has little or no kit in his own 
still dwelling, and practically lives now at M. Ottavi’s, having the ran of the house 
duiring the French Consul's absence. He still, as heretofore, spends all his time writing 
and translating into Arabic, and during the last few weeks his name hus been freely 
mentioned by the loeal public as the probable author of the rabid nnti-Bnglish leatlets that 
have lately been coming to Muscat: anonymously. 

‘The writing of these leaflets (which are lithographed) very much resembles a 
specimen of Goguyer’s handwriting seen by me some months ago, but in the absence of 
fahy specimen for present comparison, 1 am unable to be positive on the point. There 
‘cai, hardly be any doubt, however, that they ore manufactured by him and M. Ottavi, 

shel Arabic scholars as they are, und had he any legitimate raison détre in 
Mase it miely oat bave tuntpred’ ere now. He i reported to be shortly going to 

lures 
(Signed) P. Z, COX, Captain, 
‘Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political 


Museat, May 18, 13100, Agent, Muscat. 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 3. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Telegraphic.) Sinle, June 4, 1900. 
Sox's i ¢ Muscat having reques! 

e the 18th April. The Sultan of i 
ERE luc of th, 2 Ai Sadar ken setup 
that eae pot let this action transpire at Muscat, except for personal information of the 
Sultan. No seizures: ‘should be made by Cox in the local post, 


pice ih SS Sa es 


Tnclosure 10 in No. 3. 


Government of India to the Director-General of the Post Office in India, 


Simla, June 5, Pay ; 
vg whi eceive the Political 
jected to forward eopies of letters which have been received from #! 
pace dinette, or ak Arabic. loafiot called the ‘*Fye-opener” and olhet 
A getftous publications which have been posted at Beyrout and are’ being, disseminated at 
toe s Political Agent to take steps 
2 ess the Sultan of Museat has requested the Political Agent to take step 
to stop His Highneon to Muscat of these and other publications of a sini, character 
stop the transinission to the same'souree, and are forwarded through the British Fost 
‘They spparently emanate from the same source ed through the Betih Pot 
Poe crrnor-General in Council has decided to comply with th request, 
Ered aie . ete that arrangements may be made for the examination and seizure of 
cl before they can reach Muscat. * Rs 
such payers before The) CuI be treated as stvietly confidential, and any action which 
ray be taken in the matter should bo immediately reported to ‘the Government of Indis, 








No. 4 


Mr. Spring-MRice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receioed duly 3) 
CrSeurapnte) 2 Tehran, July 9, 1900. 
(Telegrae)  hiart. My telegram of yesterday, Pending inquiry, Porsian Govern 
ment consent to allow Masts. Lyneh the uso of their wharf without payment 





No. 5. 


Mr. Spring-lice to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Reeeived July 3) 
Goeee Tokran, July 8, 1900. 
P. rakran, July 85 1900. 
Cot Sia y's Consul-General at Bushire hears that a steamer line between 
Ode athe Galt will be started in the autumn by the Russians. Similar informa- 
tion kas heen received by the German Minister. 





No. 6. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received July 4) 


Seorctary of State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Under- 
secrcinie of State for Foreign Alfairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
see: herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of inclosures 
rovande at of India Foreign Secretary's letter of the 14th June, regarding the Slave 
‘rade in the Persian Gulf. 

India Ofer, July 2, 1000. 


———— 


[uess} 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 6. 


Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) 

PLEASE refer to correspondence regarding French flag, 

On the 26th May, 1897, Sultan of Muscat forwarded communication, asking for 
«the help and consideration of Her Majesty's Government in. putting an end to the 
difficulty.” Lord Salisbury, however, held that Ter Majesty's Government, had no 
locus standi upon which to approach French Government, seeing that they had 
received no request from Sultan of Muscat to do this, Sultan of Muscat has now 
put in my hand tho draft of a letter couched in the following terms, and will sign 
it on heating that it is sufficient for the purpose, and will doubtless make no difficulty 
about making any s alterations in the wording of it which may be considered 
advisable :— 

“T have the honour to addvess you regarding the matter of the French flags whieh 
‘ire handed about among iny subjects, inhabitants of Sur, and eb: 
ant of the eireumstan 
question, and Tam much vexed with xe; 
spondence and to my prestige. Moreover, quite lately, as you are probably aware 
have been quarrels among, sections of my subjects over this matter, in that 
ibe of Hijracen called upon the Jennobeh, inhabitants of Sur, in a threate 
: ch papers, and T fear that 
«to bo distracted by this matter of ‘the French flag, 
uupon the French Consul to represent the matter to hi 
liom fully my wishes and to obtain from them a plain 
time, Llhive obtained nothing tangible from him, 
‘an end to. 

Now I am aware that it is the custom for political questions between sour two 
great Gover 1s in these parts to be discussed, and settled by commiunication 
Dotweon the high officials of your respective Governments in Europe. I, therefore 
now write to say that, if your great Government can see the way to diseuss the 
qiwstion with the great’ French Government on my behalf, with a view to effecting the 
rmoval of the flags now in uso and the discontinuance of the practice, I shall be 
etry grateful and obliga” A 

dicferentially submit, firstly, (hat this draft amply provides for the loci standi 
{o wet for the Sultan of Mfuseat which Lord Salisbury requires but, eocondly, dst 
We intond to take it and nse it, we should he prepared to give him some measure of 

ite 


Museat, May 17, 1900. 


but up to the present 
id the practice has not been put, 


French protected dhows from Sux, and T have lately manumitted two slay 


‘on oath that they had been captured and bro 

Pronch flags. 

_-T have not brought Sultin of Muscat to his present frame of mind without some 
diffioulty, and, thercfore, respectfully urge the Thattor betng Spee 
anil my boing informed at the earliest possible date, if the forex considered to 
alford suiliciently strong basis of solution of the question to make it advisable for mo 
to obtain His Highness’ signature to the draft without delay. 

Copy sent to Resident in the Porsian Gulf. 


ht into Oman by Muscat dhiows flying 


telegram 


Inclosure 2 in No, 6. 
Captain Kemball to Government of India, 


ee Bushire, May 27, 1900. 
WITH reference to your telegram of th May, regarding the French flag, £ 
have thy Hono to foram a coy of a, Memorandum re pared by Mr, Gaskin, of 
conversations held by Colonel Meade with the Trucial Chiefs when he visi 

pirate coast last December. : Se aie arse 


n 


to enter into a joint Agr 
hows, the property of any of the other Signatories, 
raw slaves on board. 


SS 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 6. 


Memorandum by Mr. J. C, Gaskin, Batra Assistant 0 the Politial Resident in the 
3 Persian Gulf, dated December 22, 1899. 


‘Aan interview op board. the ‘*Tawerenco,” on tho 26th November, with Sheikh 
sox bin tkhalid, Sheikh of Shargab, the Resident took tho opportunity to inform 
sdhat slavery under any terms is contrary to British law and custom, and will 
ai tie auppart or encouragement from British authoritios, and the Government 
aoe ee eeethe extension of a system favourable to tho liberation of ltves, such 
would weleomt Maseat—vie, 10 grant manumission papers to slaves taking refuge at 


rar roplied that hie was ready to obey the wishes of the Government in 
this as well as other matters: that, sik vere not imported into Sh: hh by sea, and 
tithacte the few eases coming to his notice were liberated 5 that a lng number of 
there re imported by sling eraft under French colours into Sur, and these are sold 
slants Bedouin who take them to the interior and dispose of them that oc sionally 
{ Ratonin may bring in aslave for sale; but, as the Bedouins - reside in. his 
territory nor are under his autho hie is unable to seize slaves, as in t! 
iinportations by sea, and release it payment or compensations that if he were to 
adopt such proceedings the Bedouins would interfere with his subjects and cause 
apt such Dice lian tho value of the slaves. ‘he Shieikli quoted a case whic 
occurred during his recent visit to the interior, and stated that on his return he met 
oe nine avith a eouple of slaves, and one of the Jntter besought iim to buy itn, 
anil, though he lia Fe for the stave, he bought im for 200 dollars from the 
Bedouins. 
ithe Sheikh further stated that the people of Sha sgah wero ayvare of the torms of 
the veaty prohibiting the importation of slaves by sea, and that there is ne 1a foe 
Ting the! pureliase of slaves brought overland from tho intexios, and, if uel of their 
Taves were to take refuge and are liberated, the owners would demand compensation, 
and he was not in a position to pay it, » A . 
‘On the 10th December the Resident visited Ras-cl-Kheima, and the instructions 
of Government were repeated to Sheikh Hameid-bin-Abdulla, ee 
Te replied that fe would carry out. the wishes of the Government in this 
matter, Ho stated that no slayes were brought to his territory either by sca or 
rriimad ; that. large batches of slaves were brought over from Africa in’ Aral 
howe uider French colours to Sur, from which place they are mostly taken to 
the Ratineh, and thenee to the interior, and some wero taken by sea to Kate, 
To was of opinion that no slaves were imported at any poxt undex the ‘ruelal 


‘On the same day the “Lawrence” tonched at Umeal-Kowein, and Shells 

ineAbdulla called upon the Resident. He was also informed of the wishes 
of Government regarding the freedom of slaves, and he answored that he would comply 
‘vith them, As regards the Slave Trade generally, he made a similat statement as the 
Chief of Ras-el-Kheima. 

‘At Abu ‘Thabi, which was reached on the 11th December, the Chief (Sheikh 
goid-bin-Khalifs) was sick, and unable to come on board, He, however, sent. five 
Of his sons with Muhammal-bin-Hlira, his Wazir, or Adviser, to meet, the Resident. 
They were informed, like the other Chiefs, reganing tho wishes of Government. 
Muhammad-bin-llirz stated that none of them could give any reply without con 
sulting the Chief, and said that he would repeat it to him, and no doubt the Chief 
‘rould send a reply by letter. He also suggested that the Chief might be addressed 
by letter on the subject, in case it might escape notice. 

Muhammad-bin-Hirz sit that, owing to the strict prohibition enforced on the 
‘Arab coast under the Trucial Chiefs, the slave-traders from Sur take a number of 
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slaves by sea to Kate for disposal; and @ couple of months previously. when 
Shaikh Hamdan (Chief's fourth son) was at the Island of Dalmak, a Muscat boat 
Sith » large number of slaves on board called in theres but as the 
Palenged to Muscat, and they have no understanding with the Sultan regarding 
PeenBifure of slaves in their territorial waters when brought by Muscat oraft 
Siuikh ‘Hamdan was unable to release the slaves, and caused the boat to lear 
Piinth at once, Te added. that, if the Government wished it, of course they would, 
pater Government orders, seize such craft in foture; but the Sultan of Museat must 
Tae med, so that ho will not interfere with their craft when calling at ports in 
Mie tanitory, The Chiefs do not consider that they are at liberty to seize and 
mi tcc alaves from vessels belonging to other Chiefs which may touch at their 
ports, 

+ think this matter deserves some consideration, and some arrangement might be 
made by which the Ara fs may be empowered fo act in. such cases, no matter 

pines the vessel might helong t0, Such a course would be a blow to the Slave 

iis the only alternative for stich boats would be to touch at some Persian port, 

oie toubt. tho local Governor woul levy some bribe before allowing vessels to 





No.7. 
India Office to Poveiyn Office —(Received July 32) 


India Office, Fuly 4 
IN continuation of my letter of the t, I am diseeted by the 
of State for India in Council to forve x submnission to the 
py ot a ernment of In 
tat. that 


ina to Ta 

. passing to the south of the Kob-i-Sultan va 

‘could onablo the line to be run to Quetta which would be profer 
a line to Karachi 


at the qucation of tho construction of the proposed land Tine 


ed with His Majesty of Persia on tho 
y to the 
3, Hamilton, uggest, for the cons 
quess of Salisbury, that it be st Ifis Majesty that the direction of the 
Tino front Bampur is a pot on which Her Majesty’s Government have not yet arrived 
at a decision. 
Lam, &¢. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


ee 


Inclosure in No. 7. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Totexraphie.) May 31, 1900. 
Fb have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lontship's despatch, 
dated tho Ist Febsuacy last, forwarding, for information, copies of two Memoramla, 
id respectively the 15th and 18th November, 1800, by the Direetor-in-ehief, Ludo: 
a iteleataph Department, regarding the proposed telegraph line from Persia 
ith copy of a letter, dated the 12th December, 1809, from the 
Oflice to the Foreign Office, We learn from this letter that your Lordship has 

dat the conclusion that the ion to be taken by the proposed line 

Pampur (Pali) should be lett open {pr the present, and farther, that your Lordship 
recommended, for the consideration of the Marquess of Sal bury, that Her 
Minister at ‘Tehran be instructed to endeavour to obtain the consent of the 
Poaian Government to the construction of the line as far as Bampur (Pabra), the 
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extension of the line beyond that point towards India being reserved for subsequent 
extension of (ie are also informed that en officer of the Indo-fhuopen ‘Melegraph 
‘Department has been deputed to survey the route from Bampur to Karachi, and that 
ponte receipt of ‘his report the question of the route to be followed to Karachi will 
be carefully examined. . hs 

AY ply, we have to inform your Loxiship that, after considoning, paragraphs 8 
and vot the Diwctor-in-chiel’s Memorandum, dated the 15th Novessbet 1809, wehave 
and 4 oF fie conelusion that, before a final decision is anvived ot in favour of a line 
San iar to the coast ox to Karachi, 8 survey should he mado ‘of the route from, 
from Tomiie, vik Kllash, and from Tadis to Chak Sandan, passing 10 the south of 
Pala {e ZSaltan range. if this route should be practise, it would enable the line 
to be run to Quetta, which would be ‘preferable in ont opinion to a line to Karachi. 

gan to Quetivied, however, that the Shah of Persia ia unwilling to sfow, the 
constuction of telegraphs in his terctory by foreigners, and desivon. So ‘make, them 
constrctiot| to provide his own oflvials. We leurn also that Ms H. James, 
vane ary Assistant Superintendent, Tndo-Buropean, Telegraph Department, who was 
domited ta survey the Bampur-Karachi route, was stoppell by ont fof the Shah at 
deputed to Panrtgen days, and that, though le has since been permitted to proceetl to 
Sampux; he is not at Hberty to make a detailed survey for the line, Apart from. this 
paltfeat ditfenlty, it would not be practicable ab present to etter the survey of the 
Pola airhaly Sandan to Ladis which passes south of the Kob-ialtan fangs, 
route from jou from Lads to Bampur, on account of the sovero hess, % which 
‘Me. Armstrong refers in paragraph 12 of his Report Dut we propose to employ an 
eevee gurvey in tie autumn, if ik be then feasible, although if is ab present 
orfukely that any survey of those lines will lend to a telograpls helng put up, 

kay at any tot ou deputing an officer of the Indian Lelograph Department 
{o survey tho southern route from Chah Sandan to Ladis iu October next, we should 
10 a ty know whether, after consulting tho Diroctorin-ehief, Tndo-faropert 
‘Melegraph Dopartment, your Lordship ‘ould prefer that the survey for the extension 


“of the line from Ladis, vid Khash, to Palira should be ‘condueted by this offieer or by 


Gn officer of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, 





No. 8 
Initia Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received July 5.) 


ITE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Uniles- 
Seorstary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hanitton, 
secret herewith, for the information of the Searatary of State, copy of a telogram 
from the Viecroy, dated 4th July, regarding Haushabi alfairs, 

India Office, July 5, 1900. 


———— 


Inclosure in No. 8. 


Government of Indin to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Telegraphic.) July 4, 1900, 
RESIDENT at Aden reports on the 25th June that Ad Dareja was still ocoupied 
by Mohiaml Nasir Maktul of Homa a ‘Turkish subject, between whom and Hauslahis 
came fighting occurred. No aggression on ‘Turkish territory has taken place. On 
Feport of Nasir Makll's Tuskish force was sent to Navia, but rotined on diseovering 
that Ad Daroja was in Haushabi limits. 





[1035] 


TTIThhhthh 








uw 


No. 9. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receveed July 3.) 


(No. 72, Secret.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, July 5, 1900. 
Sabre hit has removed all his opponents from Tehran Re eer He ie 


sending large sums to Valiahd, 
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ses of Bliot were forwarded to three Consuls on 15th, Tung, batt Me not yet 
een rliely posted in Museat or Oman. | Cox adds thats ff ‘thought desirable, Sultan: 
poche advised to intimate to Consuls that he tends to revise Bdiat and request 
could be ai ider previous commnnications cancollel. Edit dor) a tome to 
Take been very happily worded, but, in the circumelans, { should not recommend its 
revision or withdrawal. Version of Ottavi is learly based upon hearsay and is 
revision, oF Nfrongly support Lont Salishury’s suggestion #8 fo withdrawal of Ottavi. 
‘As Tong as he is in Muscat wwe shall bave no peaee- 





No. 10. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 7.) 


Sir, India Office, July 6, 1900. 
T AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to Oe pave of 
your letter dated the 28th June, relative to the visit of the Sultan of Muscat to Sur, 
and to inclosea copy of a telegram received from the Viceroy dated the 6th Ju i 
a reply to.a tolegeain from the Seoretary of State dated the 20th June, of which a eopy 
was sent to you on the 30th ultimo, 

Tam (a invite attention to the statement made by ME, Cambon to the Marquess 
of Salisbury that in future no papers of protection would he, given, aud that the 
oxistinug papers should be envefully examined. so as to exclude those for the grant of 

30 just cause existed.” 

"his assuraneo gives hiope that the action taken by the Sultan, and the terms of 
his Proclamation, which appear to have reference to the future only, will not preclude 
a settloment satisfactory to all parties. Z 

Linm to suggest, {or tho consideration of Lord Salisbury, that ML Cambon should 
he informed that, the 1 Governmont will advise His Highness the Sultan, as 
rogutils what lias been done in the past, to await a further examination of the papers - 
fnlveady issued by tho French authorities before repudinti authority: and, whi 
Adhoring to the terms of | "to make it clear to the foreign Consuls and to his 
subjects that it alfeets only the issue of flags or papers to his subjects which are 
rata afl he dato of ‘publication; while, in regard to those issued before that 
dito, lis Lighness will arrive at no decision pending furthor reference to the Govern- 
ments of Hie vid Great Britain, zu ea AE! 

Fam, &o, 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY, 


———— 


Inclosure in No, 10, 


Goverument of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(elographiie,) 

YOUR telegram of 20th June. 

Cox reports Sultan of Museat visited Sur Sth June aud left on 14th. Desire and 
undcrtaking of Sur is to revert to allogianee to Muscat. (F This) was altogether 
inforeseon, and as it was entirely voluntary Cox saw no reason to advise Sultan to 
refusn acquiescence. 

“Tn draft letter referred to in my telegram dated 22nd May, Sultan requests 
British Government to act in his Hehalf. Subsequently, wnforeseen ‘opportunity: 
occurted of acting for himself, and he took advantage of it, | Sultan is now. ‘anxious to 
Kenov how fa wo can, if necessary, support him, in event of high-handed action on part 
‘of French Government. 

Tdiot issued by Sultan is worded ns follows — 

We have observed that subjects of ours have ignoranfly taken flag and articles 
from « forcign Government, whereunder they pret claim their protection. This 
has been taken in the past, but there must he none of it in the future, and you must 
understand that sich procedure is eoutrary to duties and obli ationsof subjects. You 
are tlerefory Hereby informed that we do not recognize flag and articles 
territories, aud will’ not pardon any one who takes them other 
written permission and authority, in aecontance (ies) between us and foreign 
Power(s).” s 


July 6, 1900. 





No, 11. 
Tua Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received July 7.) 


5 Under-Seoretary of State for India presents his eomplimelts to the Under- 
seer of Bia for Tey on Affairs, and, by direction of Tord George ‘Hamilton, 
forwards lierewith, for the information ‘of the Secretary of State, copy of Secret: 
Aespateh to the Government of India, dated the Gth July, and inclosures, regarding 

sc protaction of British interests in Persia. 
Tadia Office, July G, 1900. 


ee 
Inclosure in No. 11. 
Lord G. Hanilton to Government of Initia, 


India Office, July 6, 1900. 
ative consideration to your Execlieney’s telegram 
I from the Government of Tndin, dated tho 21st 
‘on the subject of measures for the protection of 


Dpresent my romarks upon the ¢ mprehiensive review of the 
sitnation in Persi Wastan contained in your Totter, and upon the general line 
Of policy which should be adopted, T proceed to deal with somo of tho mattors of 
dotail tha’ ars discuss rrespondence, som the terms of my despateh, 
dated the 9th March Ry will have learnt that Sir Mortimer Durand 
dated ei joreatter to submit rovised proposals for certain Consulnt appointments; and 
the broad question of the relative liabilities of Tmperial and Indian revenues for the 
ae es of British establishments in Persia cannot bo settled witht ailvertence to the 
car erate of the Ttoyal Commission on the Administration of the Expenditure of 
Taney wikiel has Intoly, been presented to Parliament, Tn the ineanwhile, 1 have 
nia» Wrsanction to the measures affecting the Meshed Agency, rocommended in 
aiven my sanvated the. 15th February, 1000, and 1 havo learnt that, you haye 
Appointod an Assistant Political Agent at Bal c ngement. You 
Teper aleo deputed an oficcs to Bunder Abbas as a provision waste, and TL await 

proposils for a pormanent establishment at that. promised in your letter 
Fra ren it. Tn this way some progress is Doing made jn providing ‘oy 
of he Mac of your achome ywhieh are regarded by the Government of Tndin falling 
Jer its inumédiate supervision. ai 
1 tive subject of the administration of the Nushlkt district 1s closely connected 
‘vith he seattes under my consideration in this despatch, 1 shall in due, epdee 
Pression of your opinion as to the success of this Line of ‘communication 
a ogouth Eastern Persia, and your Excellency in Connell will no 
Witibt consider whether recent events justify the preparation of plans and estimates 
on co teuction of a railway, from Quotta to Nushki, or to any further pointy 
along the trade route. 
sth trMaretand that Sir Mortimer Durand attaches considerable valuo to the 
jonee created in fayour of the British by the enterprise Lynch in Ahwaz, 
ily in Arabistan. In this connection 1 invite the consideration of your 
Government to a lett ed the Tth M: from the Foreign Oflice, inclosing & 
presentation from the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Steam Navige Company, on the 
senistionontiauaneo of the Karun subsidy. ‘The importance of, tho Karan 
voy providing an inland waterway to the open sen, and the commanding postion 
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‘occupied by Mohammerah at its junction with the Shat-ul-Arab, suggest, considera 
Hions which are of equal interest to India and to this country, and there is no doubt 
‘that the efforts of Messrs. Lynch in developing the Karun navigation, and in cou- 
structing the road from Ahvwaz towards Ispaban through the Bakhtiari country have 
Jargely contributed to the maintenance of British and Indian commercial influence in 
that region, I desire therefore to receive your Excellency’s observations upon the 

correspondence now inclose 
‘5. T pass on to the careful and exhaustive review contained in your letter of, the 
21st September, relative to the present situation in Persia, and the course of British 
relations with i, ‘The most vital interests of the Government of India in that country 
concer the defence of the Tudian Empire against any attack proceeding from the 
horders of Beluchistan ot Southern Persia, and from the ports in the Persian Gulf. 
But any measures which may he suggested for meeting or averting that risk must take 
into acvotunt the resistance which they are likely to encounter from foreign Powers, 
whose own interests in Persia and in the Gulf have beon greatly extended in 
rs. It is in this respect tint. the situation has undergone a material change 


(G. As roginds Russia, her advance on the borders of Persia anil her assimitation of 
the territory absorbed by'her in Central Asia, have ensured to her a safo stepping 
stone for a fresh move. Our base of operat ains on the sea while Russia has 
has advancell her influen increased. Tf we lay down the 
principle of the independence of Pe He fact that Russia has 
already gained on land a position whi hole of 
And eiinbles her, under cover of concessions aud monopolies, to exercise a 
prictieal and oxclusive control over « cousiderable proportion of the administration of 
The country. The very independence which we struggle to maintain may become the 
dustriment whieh isl ¢ ‘Already our influence in 
ed to tho fi could annex that part of 
Persia without our being able to offer any sllective resi 
7. Your Excellency is also aware of the course of events in the Gulf, which have 
already modified that theory of * unchallenged supremacy both naval and commercial 
agraph 12 of your letter undle nice has resolutely 
nit protectorate over 3 Iv all. the consequences that 
m tho guarantee of 1862, Germany is interested in the develo ent of 
y enterprise, and her agents, have Intely proceeded to Koweit. Russian ships 
sat Bender Abbas aed aljoining islands, as well as other ports in tho Gull 
Tn these and various other ways the unquestioned position, which was formerly 
assorted and exercised by us, hits, oven in tho Gull itself, been encroached upon. 
‘hough we still possess “a practical monopoly of trade in ‘the Gulf, sigus are not 
wanting that this advantage will be ly challenged, partly by the extension of 
railways (0 the sea and partly by the greater activity of foreign trade. It can hardly 
po maintained that, in view of such a competition, civilized Powers ean be permanently 
denied the benelit of to the ports of Persia because their admission will infringe 
upon a monopoly which we have hitherto enjoyed, 
'8. But thieso changes, which are the inevitable consequence of improved facilities 
Voth of internal communication and sea transport, render it the more necessary that 
swe should closely wateh over the objects and aims of our past policy in Persia, so that 


Inder the changing cireumstances of the future we may effectively safeguard those 
interests and spheres of 1 Persia which are essential to India. Your 


Excellency discusses the possibili 
spheres of influence to be by the two countries. 
Mhere is m if it could be established 
and waintained, But the probability is, that if any such overtures were made by 
Hor Majesty's Government to the Russian Foreign Olice, the Shah would be informed 
proposal in stich & manner as possibly to convey to his mind the idea that the 
partition of tories between Great Britain and Russia was the immediate object 
of the present policy of Great Britain. For these and other reasons T see no advantage 
fat presont in making any such proposals to the Russian Government, oF in making: 
any fresh announcement to the Shah’s Government on the subject of our settled aud 
doclared policy in Southern Persia, We have, at the present moment, great trading 
{interests fn the Persian Gulf, we have a frontier conterminous with Eastern Persi 
and tho limits of the protected State of Khelat extend to the seaboard, We are 
ander 'lreaty engagements with the trucial Chiefs in the Gulf, and they look to us to 
protect their rights, If over Persia or the Sultan of Muscat should prove unable to 


reement with Russia, as to the 


Ww 


sniain onder or repress disturbance on their seaboards, we have, from the over 
mainiaing charactor of our commercial interests, the prior claim Yo StF and 
whelming Corin the Persian Gulf, ‘The only question is hiow far reeant eves Se 
Ganeeesions require that fresh action should be taken. to, reserve this lain an 
Conc io  ehte, in view of tho gradual intrusion of other foreign interests info 
fresh spheres of influence and territory. 
9. Her Majesty’s Government lias, 
ate which may lead to ianportant results, an 
Government a sense of the grave issues involv 
Gitorests of Great Britain and India in the ports of 
ietethe 15th April, 1899, Lord Salisbury informed the Persian @ 
Majesty's Government felt it to their duty to renew the ‘intims : . 
not be compatible with the interests of the British Empire that any Surorean F al 
not hig compa Gaurol oF jurisdiction over the ports of the Persian Gull On the 
Both March last Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran was instructed to remind 
20 Mare Minister for Foreign Affairs“ of tho written promise given by Hie Tests 
the Persian venti ind October, 1607, that, the Customs of Southern Persia sh 
never be placed under foreign supervision and control,” and “Her Majesty's Govern- 
mee oe sid thie Persian Government to the strict observance of this engagemen’ 
Bt which they were reminded in December last.” Bi a i 
10, In regard to Concessions for railways, the conveyances to the Persian Govern. 
nent it an Sually precise intimation was authorised in the ielegram from the 
Manjuess of Salisbury’ to Mr. Spring Rico on the 44h April Inst, when & reference Was 
Marauess treme of the late Shak that Great Britain, shall have priority in the 
uae to sgn of a Southern Railway to Tehran, that if Conerssions| for railways ore 
Given to otiers in the north a similar Concession shall bo granted fe on English Com- 
Stay in the soul and that no Souther Railway Concession shah bo granted to any 
yenygn Company without consultation with “Her Majesty's Governments The 
Lorcis Govermmont was accordingly reminded of this engagement. | 
sae dove Gulf itself an examination of the ports, hatbours and islands is being 
condvied, and fartlce reports on the subject from the Captains of Her Majesty's 
ships are awaited. : F 
Ea vie Pxecllency may be assured tnt all vigilance will be exereised in closely 
yatching the course of alfais in Persia, and that whilet Her Majesty's Govan 
eaten e at propose to adopt for the moment any departure from, ther past line of 
aoe ee Prelit admit tat the conditions there may'so alter as to neeesitate some 
change in the procedure and measures required for protecting Indian interests in 
a T have, &e, 
(Signed) | GEORGE HAMILTON. 





No. 12, 
Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 7.) 
raphic.) P. Tehran, July 7, 1900, 


EAR Sook be advanced for purchase of grain in the sume way as lust year? 
Legation hus repaid former advance. 





No. 13. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received July 9.) 


Sir, Admiralty, July 2, 1900, 
MY Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty desire me to request that you will 
represent to tho Marquess of Salisbury that the valuable services of Rear-Admiral 
Douglas in inforeing compliance with the demands of the Government of Tndia, by 
Sultan of Muscat, in February, 1809, in regard to his Agreement with the Pre 
Government for a lease of Busider Gisseh, haye so fax received no offleial notice from 
[1635) P 











Her Majesty's Government, and my Lords would suggest that some recognition of the 
rompt and efficent manner in which the Rear-Admiral dealt with the situation may 
Tairly be afforded. him. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





No. 14. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 10.) 


THD Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
Feet warowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Gavan mont of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 21st June, regarding French 
coaling facilities at Muscat. 

Special attention is drawn to the plan of Makalla Cove, whieh is included among 
these papers. 

India Office, July 9, 1900. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 14. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


raphic.) Muscat, May 26, 1900 
POUR Secret telegram of the 18th May to Resident in the Persian Gulf, regard 
ion of Makalla, received to-day. 
ond condition specified can be complied with, and there is no objection 
locally. 

Thave already forwarded ground plan and Report to Resident on the 23rd May, 
and Lam sending you duplicate to-day, which it would bo convenient if Government 
of Tndin soos and approves hefore I approach French Consul, who is in any ease now 
absent from Museat. 


eS 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 14. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Mus 900, 

T HAVE the honour to inclose copy of this office letter of the 28r ant (with 
map and photograph attached) for arded by me to the Political Resident, to-day, with 
veference to the site to be accorded the French Government for a coaling-station at 
Muscat. 





{nelosure 3 in No. 14. 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


Muscat, May 28, 1900. 

WITT reference to Foreign Department telegram, dated the 4th instant, and in 
continuation of my letter of the 16th iustant to your address, 1 have the honour to: 
report # pert surveyor being available either in Muscat or on Her Majesty’s 
slp in harbour, £ haye made a plan of the Makalla Cove to the best of my ability, 
and have tho honour to attach a copy of it for your information. 

>. ‘The measurements are as accurate as L can make them. ‘The contours have 
been inserted to show the I ound, bat they have been put in by eye, and are 
not drawn to scale. 

3. The limits of the area shown as “ total area now available for storage of coal ” 
have been fixed with the cognizaice and acquiescence of His Highness the Sultan. 
‘At my request he sent his Vazir, Saiyid Saeed, on his behalf to go over the ground 
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and the map in company with me, and in the result has formally intimated to me 
that there is no local objection whatever, religious or otherwise, to the area shown 
being used by us in any manner desired for the storage of coal. ‘The space above 
the fixed area is dotted with graves, and has been excluded on that account. 
‘Again, His Highness desires that the space bounded by a yellow border on the 
tight of the map should be cut out of onr calculations altogether, as it has been 
‘ised from time immemorial by Socotra and other visitors, and includes the well 
and mosque used by them. 

4. Ht will be seen from the figures on the map itself that the line which T 
proposed for the dividing wall X Y V8 divides the total space into two practically 
equal parts, ‘The left-hand half, which, and which only, I respectfully urge, should be 
given to the French Government, contains, it is true, about 400 square feet more 
Surfuce area than the right half, but T am of opinion that this is of no consequence as 
far as we are concerned, and the French should thereby haye the more cause to feel 
gencrously treated in the matter, 
°'5, The result of the division now proposed is that we shall resign our shed No. 3 
and the site of our wharfingers huts, Pat stall keon-our main alta intact, andi shall, 
therefore, suffer no great pecuniary loss or inconvenience, 

6, Turning now to the left half of the available area, I have to point ont that 
tle whole of the ground coloured with a green wash is for presen’ purposes 
practically level, and could be used for the erection of sheds with little or no 
preliminary ontlay at all, Should the French Government also require to build on 
tho ground coloured with a pink wash, it would be necessary to bridge over or fill up 
thie drainage gullies, leaving a narrow masonry drain in the centre to carry away 
rain wash. In this connection a local contractor and merchant experienced in these 
matters estimates off-hand that it would cost 8,000 rupees to carry out such an 
improvement. 

7. Lhave not discussed the question with M, Ottayi, as Twas not instructed to 
do so, but as his particular object in this conneetion is to score a diplomatic success, 
and as he has previously stated in writing that he did not wish to take a “back seat” 
at Makalla, it may be presumed that he will raise as many objections as possible, 
have, therefore, endeavoured to forestall them and submit that the Brench Gover 
ment can have no legitimate objections to their site, in that— 

(1) Tt is larger than ours ; 

No religious or local objections can be raised to the limits as they have the 
specific approval of the Sultan, 

T may add that, owing to slight repairs which are in progress in the she 
our own coal is now lying out over the whole of the green-washed area, and 
so until the division is made, It is difficult, therefore, to see what objection can be 
subsequently raised by the French Government to storing their coal on the same space, 
whether in sheds or otherwise, 

8. It will be seon that in front of our shed No. 2 there is a wall or platform 
7} feet wide and about 8} fect high, being on a level with the floor of the shed ; in 
front of this platform the ground slopes down to the water. No heavy sea, however, 
ever comes into the cove, as it is protected from the “shimal” wind; and if at any 
time we or the French want to use our share of the rectangle A BJ K we could do so, 
and at the same time much improve the cove by building a breakwater along A K and 
filling in the interior space. 

9. As it is important that this plan should be in the hands of Government when 
the details of the division come up for discussion between pective Governments, 
or between me and M, Ottavi, I shall take the liberty of forwarding a copy of this 
lotter and of the map to the Foreign Department direct by Saturday’s mail. 

10. Attached to the map is another print of No. 2 photograph of the cove, 


with portions of the boundaries roughly shown in red ink and lettered as in 
the map. . 


Inclosure 4 in No. 14. 


Sketch Map of the Makalla Cove in Museat Harbour, 
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Tnelosure 5 in No, Lt. 


Captain Coz to Government of Tadia. 


Muscat, May 26, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to report that since my letter, dated the 24th instant, was 
Written, T have recived from the Resident, vour Secret telegram of the 18th May, wad 
attach post copy of my telegraphic answer dispatched to your address by the Karachi 
mail to-day. 

2. Secing that his Government have now assumed a con 
matter, I have less reason to anticipate any difficult 
in view of his previous reluctance to discuss Mak: 


mentioned, 

‘The disposition of the ground therein advocated seems to fulfil the conditions 
which our Governments desire, as sot forth in your telegram of the 18th May, but 
at the same time if will strengthen my hands if T ean be informed by telegraph, 
on receipt of this letter and that, dated the 24th, by the Government of India 
Whether ov no they generally approve of my dividing up the eove as suggested in the 
plan, 

Inclosure 6 in No. 14, 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Helographie.) 
ALUSOAT coal shed. Cox may armnge with Ottavi for division of site ns proposed 
in his letter to you the 2rd May, 





No, 10. 
Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Ieceived July 10.) 


(No. 74.) 

(Gelegraphie.) P. Tehran, July 10, 1900. 
KERMANSHAT Agent, Will new arrangement, referred to in your Lordship's 

telegram No, 82, be soon put into force? He will then, I presume, revert to Turkish, 

nationality. Minister for Foreign Affaivs is urging claims against him male by 

Persians, 





No. 16, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 10, 1900. 

TAM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Totter of the th instant respecting the telegeaph line from Persia to India, of which 
the construction will be shortly commenced, and stiggesting that the Shah should. be 
informed, during his visit to Th gland, that the direction of the line from Bampur is a 
Point on which Her Majesty's Goverament liave not yet avvived at a decision, 

Lam to state that this’ point will be borne in mind in any discussion that may 
take place on tho subject during His Majesty's visit, 

Tam, &o, 
(Signed) T, H. SANDERSON. 
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No 17. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 11.) 


THE Uniler-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sectetary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 7th July, and a letter from Captain Cox, dated the 16th 
Tune, and inclosire, eelating to the visit of the Sultan of Museab to Sur. 

It is requested that the letter from Captain Cox, and its inclosure, which are sont 
in original, may be returned as soon as done with, 


India Office, July 11, 1900, 
Tuclosure 1 in No, 17. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) shuly 7, 1900, 
FOLLOWING telegram received from Cox :— 
oguyer has visited Sur recently on behalf of French Consul, but Sheikh 
declined to reopen question, and referred him to the Sultan of Muscat, and informed 
latter accordingly, F 1 now endeavours to manufacture evidence of 
compulsion, but this, if procured, will be easily refuted.” 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 17. 


Telegram sent by M. Goguyer to the Editor of La Dépéche Coloniale,” Paris, 
June 16, 1900. 


JIE télégramme 9 courant: Aprts plusieurs jours de menncos avoe propos 

s contre Ia France et notre Consul Sultan a enlové leurs papiers i deux boutres 
francisés ot fait engager les autres A rendre leurs; cotte humiliation aprds tant d'autres 
ici finira détruire notre prestige si Gouvernant [sic] n'agissent enfin, 


_—————— 
Inclosure 3 in No. 17. 


Newspaper Article sent to the  Dépéehe Coloniate,” Paris, by M. Goguyer, 
une 16, 1900. 


E Coswurr Praxco-Omaxien.—Les événements so sont procisds’ depuis les 
Grinitres nouvelles. Mais nous étions bien renscignds, Crest le Joudi, 7 Juin, quo le 
Sullan de Maseate, accompagné du Consul d’Angleterre, est parti pow Sout & hord du 
“Sphinx,” de Vescadre des Indes Orientales, ct ils no sont tentrés que le 14, aprds 
Une semaine dabsence, Le Sultan et le Consul sont descendus & terre, puis ils $0 sont 
{chars chacun deux distribuant de riches cadeaux & In population,” “Le Consul se 
faa Simplement A portéo; sa présence constituait une menace pour Lo eis oi les gons 
to Sour auraient mal pris la communication que le Sultan allait teur faite, 

Voiei quelle fut eotte communication -— 

“Tl ya eu parmi nous qui se sont affranchis de mon autorité on se faisant 
donner Ia protection Francaise, Ils ne savent pas quel danger ils font courie A leurs 
Cur Patriotes. “La France projette s'emparer de In moitié de Oman et eo sont oux 
qui leur fournissent le prétoxte.” 

Hes protégés objectirent que mul indice n'autorisuit pareillos prévisions; que les 
Anglais paraissaient bien autrement i craindte; que le Consul de France tout 
A aanment était venu a Sour ct que dans cette circonstance comme dans bien autres 
ilnfavait jamais prononeé aucune parole quiindiquat aucune dessein de ce gente, que 
méme il n'avait eu que des paroles amicales au sujet du Sultan, 

ie G 
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Le Sultan s’emporta:— 

“Zui—mon ami! Ottavi mon ami! Mais sice n'était pas mon ennemi il ne 
Soustraircrait pas mes sujets & mon obéissance.”” 

Puis il: demunda aux protégés de rendre leurs permis de uayigation parlant 
assurinee, donnant A entendre qu'il avait derritre lui un Représentant de la Rei 
havire de guerre Anglais et, au besoin, wne armée. Les protégés essayaiont de 
différents prétextes qui furent réfutés et cela pendant plusieurs jours jusquh ce que 


Yun deux allégua que son permis ne lui avait pas té dclivré dX Mascate, qu'il ctait 
protégeé bien avant la eréation de ce Viee-Consulat, que son pire et son grandpare 
avaient eu avant lui, O'était le cas de presque tous. 

Mais le Sultan était bien renseigné et comme il s’en trouvait deux ou trois dont 
Jos permis avait été renouvelésan Viee-Consulat de Maseate Ven exigea la remise, cone 
Sentant pour les autres A un engagement éerit de remettre leurs permis aux Congulate 
ot ils les avaiont recus. 

Do fagon absoluo on pout dire que c'est un échee pour le Consul Anglais, 
Comment en effet prétendro que les protégés ont abandonné librement et. surtout 
spontanément Ja protec lour a fait signer engagement d'y renoneer? 
Bt ces deux on trois qu moins spontanément le Sultan de rendre leurs 
ny absurd 

Affnires Btringdres voit-il cela du méme «il que nous? 
Hélas! nous n’avons aucune illusion ’ ect égard ct nous allons jusqwh prévoir To 
cas oi demain “Ie ‘Tomps,” organe des démentis solennels, nous edatrolivait 
Dandiment. 

Commo nous agissons ici pour te grand bien de tous et quill n’entre dans notre 
résolution aucune pensée de faire de Popposition i qui quo ee sott, sauf aux ennemis de 
notre pays, nous prenons soin do pi s isement au Ministre des Affaires 
Ktrangdres que nous sommes hie és, que nous savons méme beaucoup plus 

ne nous paalt convenable den diro, mais que si une faiblesse et surtout eane 

16 nous paraissait A eraindre d’oh que ce fut, nous ne ero 
inspiror que de Vintérdt majeur de la nation. 





No. 18, 
Tnilia Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 12,) 


. India Office, July 11, 1900. 
TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for the informa 
tion of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram, dated. the 

Stl July, received irom the Vieeroy, on of the conling sheds at’ Muscat. 
he Marquess of Salisbury con tge Hamilton proposes to inform 
ccroy’, by tolegraph, that ‘thers is no objection to giving M. Ottavi full tine 
for reference to his Government, and that in the meanwhile the eoal sheds, which it i 
propos itish Government should retain, may be used, and the constrnc- 
Hon of the permanent wall deferred for the present. am to invite the special atten 
tion of the Sceratary of State for Foreign Affairs to the concluding sentence of the 

Vicoroy’s telegram. 
Lam, &o, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


—— 
Inclosure in No, 18, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(eleraphic,) July 5, 1900. 

MY tologram of the 20th June: Muscat coating shed. 

Following telegram roecived from Cox, dated Karachi, the Srl July 

* After explaining arrangement between our Governments to the French Consul 
acconting to my instructions, I went over the ground with him plan in hand. He Ind 
no specific difficulty to put forward, but when T urged him! to take shed already 
Yacated for him, and let us start wall at once, hie said he could not possibly comply on 


No. 18%. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office.—(Received July 12.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, July 11, 1900. 
T AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt af your letter 
of the 29th ultimo, forwarding a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran relative to a report that an arr to be effceted. between 
the Governments of Persia an 

the ad w 

wd regard this matter as of 
trading interests in Persia 
wuse in tho ‘Treaties of 1842 and 


information, the inclosed state- 
ment," showing respectively the quantities and values of the principal and other 
articles imported into or exported from the United Kingdom and British India 
their trade with Persia in recent years, 

Tt will be seen from these statements that the articles in which we are most 
interested are cotton goods, tea, rice, and indigo. i the United 
and India together, if will be found that these four articles xecounted for about 
1,100,000/, out, of 1,100,000/., the approximate yalue of all the exports from both 
countries to Porsia in the last year for which figures are available. 

In considering theso statements, Lonl Salisbury will not fail to hear in mind that 
trade with a country like Persia is frequently more remunerative than would appear 
from mere figures: as to values of imports and exports, profits, for various reas 
not being eut so finely as in the caso of trade between European countries, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. BE, BATEMAN, 





© Not printed, 
[1695] 
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the spot as he had not been fully instructed, and must refer to his Government, 

declined to enter intoan Agreement, and also he required to study question for some 

days himself and said it would take fifteen to twenty days hefore he could give a final 

As T have reason to believe that he has received just the same i 

Tiiave, Fean only suppose that le contemplates raising further difficultie 

telegraph again as soon as matter develops further. . : 
Please refer to your telegram the 20th June. ‘This report seems to provide 

additional grounds for suggestion to transfer Ottavi. 





No. 19. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 17.) 


a wetary of State for India. presents his compliments to the Under. 
Seoretan x Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a letter to the: 
Admiralty, dated the 15th June, regarding the services rendered by Rear-Admiral 
Douglas at Muscat in February, 1899, 

India Office, July 16, 1900. 


Inclosute in No. 19. 
Tndia Office to Admiralty. 


India Office, July 13, 1900, 
knowledge the receipt of your letter 
es rondered hy Rear-Adinifal Douglas 
it, Mnseat: in Febs md point out that they have not yet heon officially 
sucknowledged 
ably aware that the inefdents 
rivsponden 


at, . 
‘Those negotiations have Tasted for a considerable time, but ar now virtually 

conoluded. Th theso circumstances, I ain directed to request. that the Lords Come 
i I be good enough to express to Rear-Admiral Douglus Lord George 


high appreciation of the prompritude and energy with which he acted upon 
jon at the request of the Government of Indi 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 





No. 20, 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir E. Monson, 
(No, 282.) 
Sir, 
WITH reference to my 
Excellency ¢ 


he purpose, 
would then prooved to' Sur to examine whether any of the dhows 
hha French papers of protection were implicated in slavo-trading. 
Tam, &e. 
(Sigued) LISBURY, 
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No. 21. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 17, 1900. 

1 HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the th instant, 
inclosing a copy of telegram from the Viceroy of India relative to the recent visit of 
the Sultan of Museat to Sur, 

‘The Secretary of State for India suggests that the French Ambassador should be 
informed that Her Majesty’s Government will advise the Sultan, as regards what has 
been done in the past, to await a further examination of the papers already issued 
by the Freneh authorities before repudiating their authority; and, while adhering to 
the terms of the Edict issued by His Highness, to make it clear to the foreign Consul 
and to his subjec affects only the issue of flags or papers to his subjects which 
are granted after the date of its public in regard to those issued before that 
date, His Highness will arrive at no decision ponding further reference to the Govern 
ments of France and Great Britain. 

Lord Salisbury agrees generally in the view taken by the Secretary of State for 
India. We is of opinion that if the Sultan can explain that his Decreo is meant only 
to apply to the future, and to such of his subjects as have in the past obtained French 
papers without. proper claim to them, and that any doubtful eases of this latter nature 
are to be the subject of examination and discussion with the French Consul, the French 
Government would have no reasonable ground of complaint. fis Lordship doubts 
whether the French Government would be prepared to admit that Her Majesty's 
Government have any right to take part in the examination of such cases, or whether 
Her Majesty's Government could successfully elaim to do 

He thinks it will be prudent to await further reports from Muscat before making 
‘ny communication to the French Ambassador, unless the latter recurs to the 
subject, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘t, H. SANDERSON. 





No, 22, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential) e a 
ir, Foreign Office, July 18, 1900, 

1 AM ditected by the Marquess of Salisbury to acknowledge the roeeipt of your 
letter of the 11th instant, respecting the coa weds at Muscat. 

Tam to state that Lord Salishury concurs in Lord G. Hamilton's proposal to 
inform the Viceroy by telegraph, in reply to his Excelleney’s telegram which formed 
the inelosure in your letter, that thory is no objection to giving M. Ottavi full time for 

is Government, and that in the meanwhile the coal sheds, which it is 
proposed that Her Majesty's Government should retain, may be used and the construc. 
tion of the permanent wall deferred for the present, 
dd thit-a copy of the plan of Macalla Cove inclosed in your letter of the 
Sth instant, has been given to the French Ambassador, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘t. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 23. 


Foreign Office to India Office, 
(Confidential.) e ih 
< 


Foreign Ofc, July 18, 1900, 


WATIT reference to the letters from this office of yesterday and to-day, I am 
directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you, for the information of the 
Scrotary of State for India, copy of a despatch 10 Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Pavis,* reeording a communication made by the French Ambassador to the effect that 


* No. 20. 


25 


i i i establishment 
is Government are sending a ship of war to Museat to superintend the establis 
te La coal store, and that this vessel is aflervards to proceed to Sur to examin the 
question of French protected dhows. aah : 
(Signed) . H, SANDERSON. 





No. 24 
Inia Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 21.) 


THE Under-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Resciany ot Blaha ioe merega tate andi by. direston ot eebl Gente raalltons 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy relating to the Sultan of Muscat’s Edict with regard fo the uso of the 


ch fl 
oat Office, July 20, 1900, 


Inclosure in No. 24, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(telegraphic) Tuly 20, 1900. 

YOUR forvign Secret of the Gth July, Muscat. : 

Sultan should be advised to mnake it clear that Edict affects only the issue of flags 
or papers to his subjects after the date of its communication to the Consuls, while in 
rogard to those istued before that date any doubtful or disputed casos will be the 
subject of examination and discussion between himself and the French Government. 
Pending receipt of further reports from Muscat, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
will make no communication to French Ambassador unless latter raises the subjects 


No, 25. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 21.) 


b Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Unier-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 

closures in Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 21st June, 
regarding proposed surveys in Southern Persia ple ' 
Itis requested that these papers, which are sent in original, may be returned 
to this Office when done with, 
India Office, July 20, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 25. 
Consul Sykes to Government of India, 


Sir, Kain, September 8, 1899, 

! HAVE the honour fo inform you that I haye just received instructions to 
return to Kerman, 1 would, therefore, at once, venture to suggest that advantage 
be taken of my presence there, during next cold weather, to dispatch a surveyor 
who can connect the triangulation carried as far as Kuh-i-Malik-Siab, and that near 
Burider Abbas, i 

OF the importance of this work being no longer delayed I would submit that 
the approaching construction of the Central Persia ‘Telegraph Line is yet another 
Urgent reason, while South-cast Persia has already been sufficiently run over by 

cers who have sketehed the principal routes, and what is now required is 

of fixed points, on which to hang squares of solid work. 


WH 
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897, Seistan was plane-tabled 
ain this vear, when, thanks to 
‘age, his services, in 1897, were 

T have much pi 
this year, which, thank ts, is permanent, 

In the same way, if provided with fixed points as requested, 1 can, if at 
Kerman, arrange for the whole country to be finally mapped at less than Walt the 
cost of the system now in vogue, by’ which the surveyor spenda a tird of the 
Nintar in travelling to and returning’ from the scene of hits labours, while, owing to 
my knowledge of Persian, Lean instire that, for the first time, places arg properly 
Spelt, It may, however, he objected that there is no urgency, but thet tee aid 
Yenture to protest against as, ‘part from the political situation, until this work be 
done, traveller Pending their energies to very little purpose, 

Tn conclusion, 1 would suggest that Bunder Abbas, aa being within a few 
days of Kurrachee, would be the best starting point from which theeolfee in ques- 
tion should work up to the City of Kerman, in the vicinity of which are mannitee 
Pitics of peaks, suitable for triangulation, he could thence proceed eastamnthaase ne 
Basman, Sarhad, and Kuh-ieMalik-Siah, 


Thave, &e 
(Signed) P, MOLESWORTH SYKES, Major, 
Her Majesty's Consul, Kerman, Sc. 


————— ee 


Inclosure 2 in No. 25 


work accomplished 


Government of India to Consul Sykes, 


Sir, Simla, November 17, 1899, 

TAM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ‘dated the sth 
eptember: 1809, recommending that a sneveyor should ‘he sent to Korean iar 
the present cold weather to connact the triangulation, which has been eerie far 
as Kuh-icMalik-Siah with that near Bander Abbas, 

2. The work proposed by you would undoubs 
oxpress regret that no qualified ‘oflicer is 
matter will not, however, be lost sight of, 


tedly be valuable, but I am to 
available to undertake it this year, The 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) J. B. WOOD, 
Offciating Under-Secretary to the Government of In 


—_—________ 


Tnelosure 8 in No. 25, 


Colonel Gore to Government of India. 

(Confidential,) Survey of India Department, Surveyor-General’s 
Sin, Office, Simla, June 12, 1900, 

ALITH reference to previous unofticial correspondence, I have: the honour to 
submit the Following note on proposed surveys in Southern Persia, 

dai bresent Major Sykes has with him one surveyor, Asghar Ali Beg, who 

ed him in the winter of 1898-99 on the Seistan border, and has since worked 
round northwards to Birjand and thence to Kerman, 

5 lw accordance with arrangements already mide, Lieutenant Crookshank 
be wont in October to join Major Sykes, With him I intend te ean second sub- 
Whe Toraaultan Sukhru, who worked with Major Sykes for some ime in Perea wel 
who thoroughly understands the ways of the country, I can cea! ance two more 
il Major Sykes thinks they can be profitably employed ; but as weave ac mmience 
seanBulation, it would be, perhaps, hetter to. wait a’ short time, wat the eee 
OF this triangulation are available, before seudinge more surveyors 

We have some triangulation near Bunder Abbas, and the lea was to extend 
this northwards to Kerman and then east to the Perso Baluch border, connect 
with the Nushki-Seistan triangulation, and with the Baluchistan ti iangulation, whic 


extends to about the 60th meridian. ‘This would fit in with Major Sykes’ second 
proposal. 


: okshank will reach Bunder Abbas in the middle of October, and 
ee BT USOT ones gn ‘his actual rote after consulting 
t If he decides to work due north through Kerman, it would take him about: si 
Me FN Rat sie, Geel eight more to Birjand, and another six to Nasratabad, in 
Scistan jhe could then work southwards towards Bampur and along the north of the 
Jaz Morian Hamun back to Bunder Abbas. ‘This would take altogether between 
Six and seven morths, or till abont the end of April eh eae 

"4, This proposed triangulation, however, lies for a good deal of ie eae 
grounsl of which we have already plane-table sketches, "These sketches must, from 
Soin wmettodohareeationenee being based on triangulated points, be to a certain 
Went raie ancilewil ss atest yah pando triangulate the ground 
en present military requirements, however, it would ke more advan- 
tageous to extend our triangulation ani reconnaissance westwards from Boner 
Abbas in the first instance, carrying out the triangulation to Kerman, ¢,, Subs 
quently. If, therefore, Major Sykes thinks it feasible for the triungulator to wer : 
estwards from. ‘Bunder Abbas, he could begin al onee.in the unt <plored country 
tetween it and Bushire, and after connecting wvith the longitude station at Bushive 
could work eastwards to Shiraz, this would oecupy’ him Gil April and 

The surveyor now with Major Sykes will probably continue his Planestable 

work southwards from Kerman towards the coast, ‘The triangulator will take a 
snuoveyor with him wherever he goes, and if one or more additional men are sent out, 
they would be most usefully employed until worked-out trigonometrical points 
ar available for them in making detail scale surveys on the see of Lingh = | mile 
of the landing: places and their environs at Bunder Abbas and Ling, the survey 
atthe former place might be extended so as to join up with the large seule sketch 
made of the Kuh-i-Ginao north of Bunder Abt 

6, He lca to plan out a more definite programme as the part 

for the first season at any rate, by greatly dependent on Major Sykes for nv 
sas Te would 6 better not to, Withitraw the. whole: detaghinent. for the usual 
recess season, as a great deal of the high country can best be surveyed in the 
aaa Emits oso that the above proposals only entail an inerease in the estab: 
hment which it has already been agreed to employ in Persia of at most two aubs 
purveyors, ‘The pay and travelling allowances of these men have already. been 
budgeted for, and the only extra expense which will be incurred by employing: them 
Persia will he the sending of them there and back, which will not bea heavy 

chs whieh ean be mec from the Survey Budget, 
Thaye, &e 
(Signed) "ST. G. GORE, Colonel, RE, 
Sureeyor-General of India. 


——_—___ 
Inclosure 4 in No, 25. 


Government of India to Consul Syk 
(Confidential.) 


wy be furnished at an 


carly date, you may have to offer on Colonel Gore's 
programme, 


. Her Britannic Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Teliran ix being supplied 
confidentially with a copy of this corresponden 


T have, &e, 
Signed) J. B. WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India, 


— 
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Tnelosure 5 in No. 25 


Government of India to Mr. Spring-Rice. 
(Confidentinl,) 
Sir, Simla, June 20, 1900. 
TAM directed to forward, for your information, a copy of correspondence 
regarding, proposed surveys in Southern Persia, 
Thaye, & 
(Signed) J. OUNINGITAM, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 





No. 26 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State Tor Foreign Affairs, and, by di of Lord George 


Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
two telegrams to the Viceroy, dated the 20th July, regarding Muscat affairs. 
Indiv. Office, July 21, 1900. 


—————— 
Tnelosure 1 in No. 26. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


India Office, July 20, 1900. 


tates that French Government are sending ship of war to see 
after establishment of coal store on site assigned, which will afterwards. proceed 
fo Sur to examine whether dhows with French papers implicated in. Slav 
Trade, 


————— 
Tnelosure 2 in No. 26, 


Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India, 
(Telegraph 
YOURS 5th. Muscat, 


‘Phere is no objection to giving Ottavi full time for reference to 
overnmient, 


{h meanwhile, coalssheds which Her Majesty's Government propose to retain 
may be used, and construction of partition-wall deferred. 


India Office, July 20, 1900, 





No. 27. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Foreign Office, July 21, 1900. 

‘ied by the Marquess of Salisbury to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of the and instant, pointing out that RearAdmiral Douglas has so. fer 
received no 1 acknowledgment from Her Majesty's Government of the sor. 
vices rendered by him in February 1899, when he compelled the Sultan of Museat 
to comply with the demands of the Government of India in regard to His Highness’ 
agreement with the French Government for a lease of Bunder Giisseh, 

‘The events which took place on that o led to a prolonged correspondence 
pith the French Government on the question of their claim to a coaling station in 
Muscat, and the negotiations on the subject, which are not yet completed in detail, 
have only recently been brought to a practical conclusion. 
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Lord Salisbury gladly takes this opportunity of placing on record his apprecin- 
tion of the promptitude and efficiency with which Admiral Douglas carried the 
matter through when it was placed in his hands by the Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, and Tam to request that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. will 
convey to him the thanks of Her Majesty's Government for his action on that 
= Tam, &. 

(Signed) 1, H, SANDERSON, 





No. 28, 


Consul Sykes to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 23,) 


Ge a Kerman, June 12, 1900. 
“IN the present despatzh I propose to give some account of the position of affairs 
rman. 
Fe a returning from Sistan at the end of 1899 I found that the Governor-General 
vas the Amir Nizam, an old man in his dotage, He was rather notorious for having, 
some seventeen years previously, sworn on the Koran. to protect a certain Kurdish Chiet 
“30 long as he was alive on the earth.” He then invited his victim to visit him, and 
had him shot by ambushed soldiers, he himself sitting in a specially-constructed under~ 
ground chamber, 80 as to avoid breaking the letter of his oath and any stray bullets: 
speedy promotion followed, : : 
le 1 was in the Kain Province the Rev, A, R, Blackett, of the Church Mis. 
sionary Society, had written to inform me that the Governor-General was boycotting 
him, sand had written him a letter, in whieh an improper reference was made to hi 
family. ‘This [sent to Tehran, where no doubt action would have been taken ; but th 
Amir Nizam died in January, and thus there was again a chance of a better Gover 
as the country was utterly unsafe, owing to the fact that no salaries were paid, while 
Ashraf Ali Khan, the deceased Ruler'sson-in-law, not only enslaved and sold a number of 
Baluchis and Rudbaris, but even went so far as to commence branding a little boy to 
extort money from his mother. 

‘The Hissam-ul-Mulk, who reached Kerman in Apri, is, F rejoice to suy, of quite a 
different type, A of the Nasir-ul-Mulk, G.C.M.G,, to whom 1 was attached in 
1907, he is immensely wealthy, and anxious to gain the reputation of being a capable 
and just ral 

“in coseeuenco, enlarios sro again being paid, and Thave hopes of considerable 
improvement, although there is still much brigandag 

ses were settled by the Amir Nizam, but the new Governor-General 
f, not only extremely friendly tonards this Consulate, but commendably 


section of these eases, the recent appointment of a Vico-Consul for 

Abbas makes me hope that, with his co-operation, all eases may be wound up, 
and a system by which the Hindus bribed the Governor of the port’ to seize thete 
debtors” property, and sell it for a nominal rate, be put an end t>; at the same time, the 
recently-revived Custom-house Regulations, by which dye is to be confiseated and burnt, 
has pressed hardly on the Hindus, as due notice was not given, 

As regards the attempt to open up a caravan trade with Quetta, I have much 
pleasure in informing your Lordship that the pioneer venture has proved to be a 
complete success, his Excellency the Viceroy and many officials buying the carpets, 
Which ure greatly admired, so that the sum T advanced has been refunded, In addition 
to this the Parsee community at Quetta is taking up the question, and has invited « 
¢o-religionist from Kerman to visit them. A second and much more important caravan, 
will start in the early autumn and, if profits be again fortheoming, the business will be 
established, 

Feeling that Kerman carpets were sure to be received with favour in London L 
offered to select specimens for Messrs. Hotz and Sons, ‘This was accepted sind. hav 

fa6s5] I 
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Tesulled ina second and more important firm giving a similar order. Iwas also asked 
to select a sample of shawls for the Constantinopla market, 

Thave chosen some sixty patterns, which na 
that, in case of my absence, there is no’ fear of 
marred the finest weaving and colouring in Asia, 

Qn the other hand, T have found that the sale of British goods is much hampered 
by ithe fact hat local merchants buy but small quantities and deve contwees 
Profits, ‘To putting would-be buyers into direct communication 
Wath fring: this is already. Learing fruit, books with illustrations and. psieos ia rupees 

id with much favour, 

‘To conclude this section of my work : Finding that the fruit trees of the province 
suffered every year ftom a terrible ingect pest, Chave made arrangements fort supply 
Goneemcal wash, gunrantesing its sale. Tt. success, there will be a lange end steady 
demand. 1 am also introducing English seeds, and Messrs, Sutton ad Steg ann sending 
ut a consignment, ‘The question of soap is also under eonsidcration, 

Some tlce months ago, I broached the subject of artesian wells to the Teadi ng 
Khans and, at the same time, made inquiries in Indian Alt crops, in this desert 
Province, depend upon irrigation and, owing. to the enormous expense of die ing and 
jniintaining the underground channels known as “'kanats,” which average sone ae na 
fi enath, water is always ut famine rates. “I have studied the questices nol ag foe ce 
Tan judge, Kermon is a suitable place at which to make experiments, 

tie head of the Sheykhi seet, the most powerful personage in South-east Persia, 
and two other Khans have taken up the question, and, after discussion, ax engineer's 
offer has heen accepted and 10,000 rupees, or about 7001, guaranteed for experimental 
ree renter be fortheoming, this sum will be cancelled and euch roll wil ae 
charged tor according to cost, 

nis Consulate hs been paid the compliment of being. appointed to arbitrate, not 
aly in any question between the Syndicate und the engineer tut luo gn any 
dispute among the three members themselves, 

may, my Lords perhaps be sanguine, but as water is the great material want of 
ths atesieented ” land, T venture to think that success in this experiment gill change 


imber is being steadily augmented so 
@ return to the hideous designs that 


the face of the country, and it is to be remembered that each monber of the Syndicate 


Wroeneigberty in other parts of the province, so that fuiluce at Kerman itself sll eee 
Wreck the scheme. I'am happy to say that. the Governor-General te supporting me 
most cordially andl hus offered a sun, by way of further guarantoss 

Wnun U was finally informed that 1 could not be spared to go to. Aftiea, T applied 
fora doctor and an escort, and I still hope that both may: be forte ming. ‘The fact 
that there is a Russian doctor hero—a survey party tov is now on ity way to Fahraj and 
Chahbat—rendored it desirable that 1 should have this assistance, especially as this 
Post, hy some strange anomaly, remains unsalaried, so that the whole of my private 
artagomany Cusased for its maintenance, whieh precludes me from taking a. belvate 
arrangement, 

Even a hospital assistant, with a good supply o 
now that blooshed in the ‘ransvaal on a Tange scale 
may perhaps be paid to my importunitios, 

As regard the war, the Persians have taken the view that British de 
the loss of Khorassan if'not of Northern Persia, the ms 
which operation included the closure of the ‘Trans. 
having no other meaning in their eyes, 

1 COueluule this somewhat lengthy despatch, the position of this Consulate is 
Gxcallant and, I may say, exceptional, all classes ‘being extremely f iendly, while the 
organization of polo has drawn sill eloyer the interests uniting the Khare wok myself, 

At the same time, the appointment of a Medical Officer aad the grant of an escort 
foul! enuble me to augment British, prestixe still further, and, meres ny grip on 
Housheenst Persia, where there is still a percentage of influential ame nbs do 
not know. 


drugs, would he invaluable, but, 
‘Appears to be at an end, attention 


implied 


assing of troops on their frontier, 
nspian Railway as a postal route, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) P. MOLESWORTH SYKEs, 


eee ee 


Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received July 23.) 


Set Tehran, Sune 71000, 
MY TAY it herewi jordship 
AVE the honour to transmit herewith a. despatch addressed 0 your 
wish Ebeesecsrea ton Mapp onicn ones account ofa sort tour whic he has 

just 60 through a hitherto unvisited portion of his district, 
Fre ore oe ae Major Sokes proposes to nuke, Dave 
informed him, in accordance with your Lordehi's telegram No. 30, of the 6th June, thal 
penditure of 50/, on that head is sanctioned, Mis 
oe peall DSTAGGH cident IEG) Lapa Gould Bo supplied with an extea printed 
‘of Major Sykes’ despatch, Sele aed, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





Tnclosurw 1 in N 
Consul Sykes to: the Marquess of Salishury. 


My Tort, Kerman, May 1, 1900, 
“IN the prosent despatch [have the honour to. give ‘in atecount of a short tour 
that T have just completed through a hitherto unvisited portion of my district, aah 

Leaving my head-quarters the last week in April, the Brat tage wae oth porta 
village of Jupar, h lies under the great range of the same name that bounds the 
Kerman Plain to the south, $ : 4 
rue ‘doing ¢ cultivated zone round the town, sandhills, resembling. those in 
the Dashti-Lnt, lay across the track, and this was the ease for many miles, although 
Jupar, with its extensive gardens and blue-domed shrine, lies ina well’ cultivated 
oe irroathinaedia stage of Babramjird, a track due west to Nagar was followed. 

his village is of interest as containing the ruins of an ancient mosque, which is sot 
towards Jerusalem. ri 
orAn oblthratod inser pda; imutil a few years past, pointed out that the building 
was repaired some 700 years go. ani it sooms ute possible, nay probable, that 

was inspecting what was formerly a Christian place of worship, . 
sire Srrieneneas load rao ts th! great mountaty cha ‘that holds ip this 
the south-east gorner of the Tran Plateau, which wo erossed by the Gudar-icKafany or 
“Shroud Pass,” at an altitude of more than 9,000 feet, with towering: peaks, running up 
to over 13,000 feet, tents ¥ 

This dine has wide lve rca of very fair grazing, and with its cold climate and 
splenilid water supply, would form an ideal healthy hill station, without the cramped 
feeling associated with every Himalayan summer resort. e 

YP t0 this point I had been in the peacofal district of Bardi, whose nomads, the 
furbulent element, reside all the year round, as a rule, although I meta few families of 
Baluchis on their way up or from the “Hot Country” with their flocks of sheep, goats, 
and camels ; 

Below the pass I was in the district of Kiskun, inhabited by the Lak tribe, but 
their territory is extremely narrow, and a short march brought us to Batt, in the district 
of AKta, ere) 

Just before 1 quitted Kerman, a party of British Indian pilgrims had been attacked 
Ae Ane south, of this district by the Afshar tribe, and four of them wounded, so Tam 
anxious, during the course of @ second tour, to learn something about them, as, with an 
Aggregate of 10,000 families, they form by far the most important nomad element of 
the province, lying athwart the Bandar Abbas road; they had not, at the time of my 
visit, reached the summer quarters at Akta, . ‘ 

With respect to the case in question, the new Governor-General has paid me in 
(ih shied of their alleged losses, and has sent an officer to collect the residue and to 
PY and bring in the Afshar Chief, who is practically in a state of rebellion, while 
his clansmen are robbing all passers-b; 
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ithe whole district is out of hand, the local Governor confessing himself to. be 
impotent, s0 that the Governor-General will have some difficulty in estoring, ovdee 
as the Afshars could, with impunity, defy him. 

Brigandage being a daily occurrence, when I marched to explore the unknown 
tect Tying to the east I kept all the party together, and nothing happened except 
that my people had trouble about their camels on more than one ocerton aa accel 
nomi mere allout to drive them off, until informed that they were my property. 

Marching neross the watershed of the Halib Rud, and descending into. che ba 
that diaing into the grent coutral valley of Persia, we reached the district ut Sirjan, with 
its little town of Saiidabad. 

jicte { received a warm welcome, and was met by my untiring surveyor, who, as 1 
had hoped, had filled in the entire district. 

Sirjan consists of 1 group of 100 villages scattered about on a fertile plain, which 
is of great importance as being the point from which the Bandar Abbas roat bifaretcs 
to Yerd and Kerman 

{tis an infinitely: more fertile centre than Kerman, before which it was the capital, 
anil, in my bumble opinion, my Lord, it is the stratexical key to Southcenst Panic, 

Lying on the frontier of Fars, it was no doubt considered to be too much ae 
and even on the day of my arrival'a village was sacked in the close viein 
Arabs under the jurisdiction of the powerful Kawam-ul-Mulk, who 
“ Governor maker: 

‘iter «day spentiin the reception of the Mayor and leading merchants, a vi 
paid (0 the Kalusi-Sang or * Stone Fort,” some 7 miles to. the enst, 
capital of Semenjan, a district mentioned in the “Shahnameh,” Finley. great epic, 
Sirjan being the modetn eontraction, 

‘The fort los on white egg-shaped erag, which rises. precipitously from. the plain; 
iid towers aud, walls are now in tui, but three insertions of great, tntersat sind 
discovered, which, alter being washed ‘were legible, the oldest esting # dave in ats 
twelth century: A.1, 

Unidas the highest point of the fort is a largo natural grotto, known a9 the 
gikiva’s Sent,” while the presonce of reflet tiles comploted our ‘discoveries the Teal 
Sanig having never, as far I know, beon visited before by a Eurupean, 

able to test the survey done, while Asghar Ali Beg had also visited the 
deserted borax mines of Deh Shutiran, where he found a heap of about 400 camel toute 
‘The Tniperial Bank of Persia vas ansious for information on this points 

Ator a halt of three days, we again. struck unexplored eoumtey, travelling by a 
{hits that run to the east of that generally followed. — At the second siage, we reached 
the head-quartors of the Karai tribe, and the following day were in the Bachar 
country. 

Everywhere 1 vas treated with conspicuous friendliness, and itis pleasant to report 
that wot one of these nomads has any iden of shooting, as they quite enore the ent 
figltss they also possess but few broech-loading rifles, and. theit cartridges are ua 
by themselves, with Persian powder, 

he juss acroxs the Chehel ‘Tan Rane is quite easy for eamels, and, in consequence, 
A Aceon und more direct roud from Sixjan to Kermait is now ndded to the route book, 
hol Co mention many other routes, 

mn to the attached ski 
ed in (oto, dovs 
ly well, and 7 


by me, as 

nd the advis- 

ndly relations 
‘There are also some 


sraphieal and political 
ig winter, I hope to be 
around Bandar Abbas, 


portant portion of South. 
ease British influence, while I would 


also venture to 4 ‘at position of uncontested influence ean hardly: 


remaiit unchallenged, 
a hatty consisting of three Russians, stated to he surveyors, who are, of course, 
secompanied by Cossacks, has just reached Kerman, In reply to the Governor Ganeate 
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polite query as to their object, they answered that Russia had tervityry in this direction 
fey wished to vi Comment is superfluous, 

ait isna Trond wage tapes URE tered Katie ex Bandar Abbas, 

our knowledge should be as complete as, thanks to last year’s work, il is in Hastert 

Persia, 


P, MOLESWORTH SYKES, 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 29. 
Shetch Map. 
[Not printed] 





Gullick, June 26, 1900, 
general agitation has been 
his agitation, which had its 
igin in Shiraz, has spread to Bushire, Kermanshah, and Meslied, 
br criree rit strongest recommendations from the Sadr-l-Azam before the 
departure, aud has insisted on the necessity of receiving energetic support from 
Pe TNS eae eater t pas culty, as the Minister of Commerce is probably one 
igitators, . q 
Gan esee however, that he liws hopes, by making cortain concessions, of 
putting an end to the opposition, as he has already dono under similar circumstances 
in Azerbaijan, : 

‘The Mushir-ed-Dowlch informed me that it will be necessary to mo 
fully in the matter as the feeling against, the omployment of the foreign off 
Yery strong one, As a matter of fact it is due to the loss incurred by the mone 
important merchants who are unable to. make favourable a rangements with the 
foreign officials, to the detriment: of their Los tant, competitors, as was possible 
under direet Persian Administration, : 

T understand, however, that it fas heen possible to earry through some important 
roforms at Bushire, and it is to be hoped that the abuses which have so long existed at 
that port will at longth be put an end to. 

T have, &e, ¢ K 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No. 31. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 23.) 


Guliek, June 27, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Loniship that a fortnight ago disturbances 
took place in the town in consoquence of the action of the Governor who, as was 
ceepiul ohibited the import of grain and haul forbidden its sale in the open mintke 
toe an a eTse fixed by the Government. Tho reason for this proceeding was said 
to be that the Governor and the Commanderin-ehief were large speculators in eit 
and were anxious to realize their investments at a profit, 

The Governor and Police Minister disappeared; the Governor's offlee was sacked, 
aul several women who led the riot were injured—one of them seriously, I hear from 
MusgGitituess that the soldiers refused to act against the mob, saying that they, too, 
were starving, 

athe Commander-in-ehief took charge of the town and order was eventually 
restored mainiy owing to a Proclamation that the price of bread would be lowered, 

Several changes were then made in the Government: the Minister of Police was 
removed, his place belug taken by a near relative of the Governor; the Commandos, 

(2635) K 
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in-chief was proclaimed the person responsible for the conduct of the Government 
and the town} the Shoa-es-Sultanch, nominally: President of the Council, was advised 
to retire from active politics, ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh took to his bed and refused to 
attend the Council, I understand from his medical adviser that his malady was not 
of a serious character, 

‘The result of these changes was to place the whole power in the hands of the 
grain speculators, and that bread immediately rose in price. Great discontent 
ensued, I called on the Russian Colonel of the Cossack guard, with whom I am on 
intimate forms, He told me that he liad attended a meeting of the Council called to 
consider the state of affairs. He had there expressed the opinion that the trouble 

as artificial, that the Government should fake steps to sell enough grin for the 
needs of the town, and he offered (as he had done on a previous occasion) to go 
round the town with a guard of Cossacks smd open the storehouses where grain was 
hoarded, 

In place of this permission he received orders from the Commander-in-chiot 
for the disposition of Is egiment mus quarters of the town where disorders 
Were feared. He heard these orders in’ silence and, when pressed for a reply, 
reminded the Commanfer-in-chief that he could only receive orders from the Mushite 
¢d-Dowleh—nnd in writing. Whe Mushir-ed-Dowleh made no remar 

Colonel Kosadoysky proceeded to tell m tio 
that he had good reason to believe that the anedd of the 
facts of the ease, and that the Mushir-ed-Dowlch lad been prevented by his colleagues 
from telographing the truth. He said that the best course, in his opinion, was that 
the foreign Legations should send a joint telegram to the Sad 
Very confidentially that the Russian Chargé d'Affaires was not very likely 
this course, and there cxisted a wide divergence of opinion between them, 
informed the German, Belgian, and American Ministers, who reside ix Gulhek, 


and they decided to join in sending a telegram if the Itussian Charge WAifares 
agreed. 


xl on M. de Nelidoif with Count Rex, who i on the gravity of the 
Situation, but wit t.  M. de Nelidoft replica that the idea was a good one, 


but the tine was not: xISUURO, 


called the same day on the Mushired- 

wstured them ti was taking every possible measiim 

asa real f gra rhich the two bad'years—and not the 

vemniuents were responsible, “I eailed subsequently with Count Rex who, speaking 

vixy. seriously, impressed on the Mushit-ed-Dowleh the responsibility of the 

nment i thing happened to the Eucopean Colony, as was 

‘the Mushired-Dowlch replied that lie aware of 

this and that he could give them a solemn assurance that everything wa done 
that could be done. "Th nus but very friendly character. 

Ono of the measur erument was to prohibit the sale of wheat 
without an expr L applied to the Foreign Offive for sich 
an order for the village of Gulhek, but for ton days my letter remained unanswered, 
with the tesulé that ‘ono morning’ there was no bread in the ¥ L went with 
Mr. Vive-Consul Grahame to Teliran and insisted on the sale of the requisite amount 
of grain, or a written statement of the reasons for refusal, We then called on the 
Governor, who laid the blame on the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, to whom, as he said, he had 
written, 

His Excelloney finally consented to give the oxier, I subsequently wrote to 
him in the quality of an old acquaintance, warning him that the Forcigh Ministers 
hhadl all reported the state of affairs to their Governments, Shah and the 
Sadr-Avam would he sure to hear of the n His Majesty visited the Courts 
of Europe. Ile replied, repudiating all ibility, and asstiring mo that there was 
ay absolute scarcity of wheat, that this would last till the new erop came in, or 
‘about ten days longer, and that it was necessary to Inusband the small supply of corn 
obtainable, 

It lind been rumoured that disorders would break out on the 26th of this month, 
which is. Persian festival, but the day passed quietly owing to the precautions taken 
by the Government, reassuring Proclamations, and a large display of soldier 

rsation with niy Ereuch colleague, who had expressed his intention 
informing his Government, with x view to a communication to the Sadr-Azam, 
Controseville, T informed your Lordship by telegraph of the apprehensions 

Which existed here with regard to the general situation, 


On the following day the situation in the town improved, and the measures taken 
Cent aie car aticcates ama le 
see ak fonaitable plot againel the Goverament, pact of which consisted in the 
Serra Europes on red ant io planter oF European shops, for tho puryoso of 
Attracting the attention of Europe to the situation of the Persian People tela 
attra oubtedly grave and deep-seated disaffection does exis there can be little 
if specitlations in wheat conducted by the princi 
ntibuted fo this discontent. Bul the prin 
the speculation, and the people have no leaders. 
i Sate RESCH tll Gomes Tuhevee tole corns: Fou DRT AIG END CUS 
iMtnger of an outbreak should be overs seems to he the universal opinion of those 
{qualified to form a judgment that populard on is growing with the growing 
of the country. 
ment of the country. Tana : 
(Signed) | CECIL SPRING-RICK, 





No. 32. 
Mr. SpringsRice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received July 23.) 


erie Gales age 271000, | 
y 7 f Taal rl 
"with ence to my despateh No, G6, on the subject of the Nasivi wharf, 

Ae ger Wren a eaten of the Perian Government 

on this question seems to point to somewhat more than their traditional jealousy ol 
enterprise on the Karun. i 4 ; 

Eee eritie ate Gacnanamrtis Gua heal Deane Excellency 

adverted to the right enjoyed by Mes iy & barge on the upper 

MNO said that the Sadr-Azam Tid granted this vight, and that the Company’ had 

0 for the old one. 03 +s 

it iad boon granted by tho Sadr-Avam ‘hy mistake, 

(ba aC EDO Dasa caution 

cla statement—that the Principal Minister of the Shah could grant 

Ry tuieal i to a cevoked subeammontigat the will of the Persian 

fous a nature that I must communicate with your Lond 

‘eed in it, it would seriously’ affect. the 

i ov his successors in office, I said it 

rT oveenment and that it must be 

put in writing. He was aware of the reception that had been given fn England smd 

TE inn aeeneeR Duan ec opened s if the Government of 

the ah desire fo retro tho steps made Dy the Shai’ praiavesoy, it was 

plan that such a change of policy wonldereate a doep impresion, and that 1 shoul 

we carefully weighed beforehand. z 
pa ee edi requested me to regard his remarks as unofficial and 
informal, and, in fact, to forget that they had been made at nll, ; 

Troiget, however, to have to add that 1 have beon informed by M. Naus, vor 
confidentially, that the Russians are showing an, extraordinary interest in South 
Persia, and that the interest does not tend to the improvement: of commerce or the 
opening of the country. [hear from other sources that the Russians, who have beon 
onthe Karun (ollowing the example of Prineo Dabija), have attempt to, prejudioe 
the Bakhtiari against the road recently opened by Messrs. Lynch. T have informed the 
Ameriean Minister of what 1 have heard, and he has repeated to his Government that, 
inthis opinion, the poliey of Russia is, if possible, to shut the southern door of P 
as they haye already closed the north. He has received from Mx. Hay an encouraging, 
answer to his former despatch on this subject, and he points to the recent articles hy 
Captain Mahan and Mr. Beale, former Minister liere, as signs that the attention of 
Amneriea is being drawn to this subject, and especially to the necessity of taking some 
“ops to eap th southern door of Persia open tothe eomateree of the world. 

have, & 
(Signed) CECT SPRING-RICE. 
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No, 33, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 23.) 
(No, 69) 
My Lord, Gulhek, June 28, 1900, 

WITH reference to the movements of Russian travellers, reported in my despatch 
No. 57 of the 30th May, T have the honour to report to your Lovdship that one of the 
party, necompanied by the son of Colonel Kosadovsky’s confidential Secretary and an 
escort of cight Persian Cossacks, proceeded to Ahwaz by Messrs. Lynch's road and 
took photographs by the way. He held language hostile to Great Britain, warning 
the Bakhtiari against British machinations. He then proceeded to Bushire vii 
Mohammerah, 

Another Russian, who appears to be the Chief of the party, and the M. Sarkhanski, 
who was described in the Russian press as the “ Engincer-in-chief of Persian railways,” 
went to Bushire direct from Shiraz. 

‘Two others, one of whom was a doctor, took the Ferazabad-Lar route from Shiraz, 
presumably for Bunder Abbas, 

Another party went vit Kerman in the direction of Charbar, 

It, is reported from Bushire that the Darya Boghi has left on the Persepolis” 
for Mohammerah, taking a Russian traveller with him, 

ious reports have reached me from different quarters, showing the deep 
impression created in the native mind by the proceedings of these gentlemen. 

‘Nhe Acting British Consul ut Tspalian states that it is rumoured there that one of 
the Russian engineers, when asked what the object of his journey and investigations 

when one is going to buy'a property one likes to see what it i 
worth, 

M, Aganor says that the general fev nog the population is a one of hope 
that the present régime may be succeeded by Russian rule, 

‘Nhe Gorman Minister tells me that he has heen informed that a party of Russian 
mnerchanis have arrived in tho Persian Gulf, and are making inquiries with a view 
to the establishment of a Russian mail service hotween Odessa and the Persian 
cost, 

1am, however, informed by General Sehindler that he has heard nothing of the 
dispatch of a special Commercial Mission to Tekan, nor of a Persian Commercial 
Ageney at Si. Petersburgh, as reported in the Russian press, 

‘the impression seems to he that the Russian Government will present 
commercial ond railway programme to the Shah during His Majesty's visit to 
SL. Petersburgh, and that until then secrecy will be observed as to Russian demands 
in Persia, 

Thave, & 
(Signed) CECLL SPRING-RICE, 





No. 34, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Satishury.—(Received July 23.) 


70.) 
Gulkek, June 28, 1900, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 88 of the nd May, on the subject of 

apli ox I haye the honour to inform your Lordship that the Legation 
Agent at Astrabad informs me that the Local Government recently prevented the 
constiuetion by Russians of a telegraph line hetween Astabad and Kumbedi Kahoos, 
and announced their intention of constructing the line themselves, The Russfans had 
already collected the necessary materi 

Tlearn also that the tine from Kazvin to Resht aud on to Astara is still under 
Persian man: , though the Russians have made several efforts, in the interest of 
rapid communication, to obtain the contyol of the line, 

Tt would therefore appear that the orders of the Shah that no further telegraph 
concossion should be granted eithor in the north or the south were being complied 
with, 

Thave, &e. 
ned) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





No, 34." 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Satisbury.—(Received July 23.) 


Star Gulhek, June 28, 190 
TP HAVE the honour to inform your Lo hip that T mn wettn epi 
ion to the Persian Government on the subject of the Sunye Pear) Fish xy Conca 
inthe sense of your Lordship'x despatch No. 25, informing them that Her Majesty's 
Government cannot recognize any contract w! ia conld have the effect of interfering: 
with the rights exercised by Chiefs under British protection : = 
oT spoke to the Mushitsed-Dovleh on the subjeot. He answered, with some reserve 
that the Petsian Government eould only grant o Concession so Tar ns their owt 1 
nd it was out of the question thot British rights should be elfected 
» Persian Governtent, as has already boon reported to your Lordship, thas 
always been unwilling to make a full communication on the subject of the Concession 
ented to Messrs, Suny and Hagens, which was at first only known to ms through the 
indiseretion of a member of the French Lega een 
‘The tivo concessionnaires are men of notoriously bud character, and the negotiations 
for the Concessions were throughout, for some reason or other, conducted with the 
st secrecy. : 
I is unlively that the enterprise can pay. ‘The 00,000 krans which wore to have 
ded to the Persian Government as the price of the Concession haye not (as fir 
vet paid in, although the Conoession was renewed for a year 
ian Minister in Paris : ‘ 
idler states that he heand some time ago that attempts weré being 
to place the Concession at Odessa ; ho himself wid the Persian "oreign Offioe 
generilly have, however, been earefully kept in the dark, 
Thave, &e. 2 > 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
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No. 35. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 23.) 


Ge Gulhek, June 28, 1900. 
T HAVE the honour to transinit herewith a summary of the principal events 
that have happeiied in this country during the month of June. 
Tk 1 &e, 
CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnolosure in No, 
Monthly Summary. 


Tehran is at the present moment in a very disturbed condition; for the past 
month the supply of bread has heen very searce, and the prices correspondingly bigh, 
‘The people, at length exasperated beyond endurance at the conduct of the Asut- 
Dowleh, the Governor of the town, and otlier high officials, rioted. On the 22nd and 
2Bed instant mobs assembled, invaded the Hotel de V 

‘The troops called ont ir 


sting rmours favere heard; the authorities 
did nothing to alleviate the sul of te people, although representations were 
made to thom by all the Legation: 

Galahek sid Zengundel villages, the aummer residences of the majority of the 
European colony, as well as the city, were almost without bread, ‘he Governor 
having ordered He sold without his written onder, matters almost 
reached a erisis, 

At length, after two or three days, the Governor reported that wheat was 
available, and permitted purchases, saying that wheat was now beginning to come in 
from the out-lying villages. 

Wheat is undoubtedly obtainable, and the pretended scarcity can only be ascribed 
to the working of a who are said to comprise most of the members of the 
Government, the Goyernor of the town, the Imam Juma, and others. It is even 
rumoured that the Shoa-cs-Sultaneh, who is acting as Regent during the Shah's 
absence, is among them. 

Representations have evidently been made to the Sadr-Azam, now in Burope, as 
several high officials have been removed and ordered to leave the town, and tho 
departure of THis Imperial Highness the Shoa-cs-Sultanch to one of his. country: 
houses is ascribed to this reason, apparently with some foundation of truth, as the 
Supreme authority in the city is now reported to be in the hands of the Sipal Salar. 
It is further rumoured that the Governor of the town, in order to enable tho 
“ring” to dispose of their stock of wheat at high prices, has issued onders stopping 
grain from being brought into the eit 

‘The wildest rumours are circulating in the city, and notices of a threatonin 
nature were posted last night in the city. It is reported that the leaders of the mob 
have given out that they intend plundering some of the European shops in order to 
draw attention to their grievances. 

Mr. Charters, the Manager of the ‘Tramway Company, reports the samples of 
barley smd wheat submitted to him from this year's harvest as exceptionally good, the 
crops generally are in splendid condition. ‘The deplorable state of affairs reigning at 
present, it is hoped, will soon cease 


Additional, 


‘Tehran.—Che report that the Shoa-es-Sultaneh has been sent out of ‘Tehran 
by the orders of the Sadr Azam is apparently true. Among those ordered out of 


the city are the Salar-ul-Mulk, who was only recently appointed Minister of Police, 


(1635) L 
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and the Mouin-ed-Dowleh; they are accused of having sympathized with the 
rioters. 

Several others of minor importance have also been ordered to leave. 

Meshed.—A recent arrival at Meshed reports that Russian officers are speaking, 
encouraging the Turkoman Chiefs to a war with Afghanistan. A news-writer from 
Pata Gisar reports that the Russians are building barracks hurriedly ; he estimated 
the garrison there to be 8,000 infantry, 200 Cossacks, 200 gunners, with 48 guns. 
Steamers going to Pata Gisar are said to be carrying supplies for troops, and that at 

t they are not camying merchandize, A’news-writer from Kilif reports that 

re are 500 infantry at that place, and that 200 fami of Turkomans emigrated 
from Afghan to Russian territory. The Interpreter of the Russian Consulate is again 
stated to have said that Russia means to haye an Envoy at Cabul very shortly. 
Reports from variou: s say that the garrisons at Me 2 Oh arjui, and Ke 
as follow rv) 2, infantry and 200 C sacks ; Ch 
2,600 infant y: omt he Surkhan River to Pata 
said that the following places near Pata Gisar haye been selec 
Khawajah, Tabriz, Siah Saadut, Kizil Mazar, and Old Pata Gisav. 

A news-writer reports the movement of twenty-four guns and 1,100 infantry from 
Mery to Askabad, and that it ported that the Russians have obtained a Conces- 
sion to construct a railway from Askabad to Meshed vit Kuchan, 
large quantities of grain liave been transported to the Bad ‘ct ; 
inhabitants think that the grain has been sent to Penjdeh and Taunreh, where it is 
believed that the Russians are collecting supplies for a future advance on Herat. 

Astrabad.—According to reports received, the Doogi Turkoman have repulsed 
200 horsemen sent by the Alah-vd-Dow: leh, to ‘col oi the taxes; the latter is said to 

100 troops, but the figures seem very ted. The Jaffer 
» heen called out, Much sickne: red among the 


ish Agent reports that a merchant has received a telegram from 
the Ulema at Tspahan, for communication to the Ulema in Nejef, to the effect that, 
the Wuropeans in charge of the Customs are oppressing the merchants and people. 
The mereha have made up their minds, the telegram says, to close their shops. 
The Ispalum Ulema said that they had already petitioned the Shah, and expected help 
from other Ulemas. 

I ‘The Acting Consul reports, considerable agitation has been going on 

ward to the new Customs Regulations for Persian subjects. 

Mullahs and merchants of ‘spahan have received telegrams from Bushire and 

Shitwz saying that they had telegraphed to the Shah regarding these Regulations and 
asking the Ispahanis to help them, 

that the reply received from Tehran was that the matter had been 

‘ i nd merchants, 

and that further particulars would be written by post. His Imperial Majesty the Shah 

is said to have replied in the same manner, adding that any resistance to the Regula- 

tions would be severely yeas 
\ relative of the Zil-es-Sultan, however, informed the Acting Consul that the 
zim had sent a reply ing that he would act in accordance with the wishes 
of the Mullahs, 

Agents of the Indian Government are in Ispahan purchasing mules. ‘The opium 
crop has not proved so good as was expected; the prices of wheat and bread still 
continue high, notwithstanding the excellent crops. 

Shivaz-—A Toussian traveller, with two Cossacks, arrived there on the 6th June. 
Agitations against the new Customs Regulations and the Belgian officials are being 
Carried on by: merchants and Mullahs. 

‘Phe town and the surrounding districts are in a somewhat disturbed condition; the 
inhabitants of the town of Sabunat, who took refuge in the Great Mosque are ‘still 

vices, for Shiraz, are high. 

Bushire.—M. Simais, the Director of Customs, has retuned from Bunder Abbas; 
his objeot in going there was to explain to the merchants the new Regulations and 
tariff, ‘The mercliants are not satisfied, but the Director does not anticipate any trouble. 
A subsequent letter{from Kerman says, however, that the officials at Bunder Abbas have 
asked for Cossacks, the merchants refusing to pay the dues. 

‘The merchants of Bushire were summoned by the Governor to hear the new 
tariff, and have expressed much dissatisfaction. Under the new order they will pay 
nearly treble the alt. ‘The merchants asked for a month to consult the merchants of 
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No, 874. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Spring-Rice. 


Ge: 19. Commercial.) 
ir, 
ye Foreign Office, July 25, 1900, 
heron LEH reference to my telegram No. , Commercial, of tee instant, [ transmit 
herewith a copy of w leer from the Bona of ‘Trade* relating to the alleged intention 
of the Persian Government to substitute specific duti valorem duti 
ae ciples Corer pecific duties for the ad valorem duties on 
Tn view of the importance of the interests wl 
change, I have to request you to furni 
with any suggestions you may have to offe 
injury to British trade, 


ich might be affected by such a 
hme with a report on the subject, together 
1 as to the measures to be adopted to avoid 


_ Lam, & 
(Signed) ALISBURY, 





* No, 18°, 
[1039) So 
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Ispahan and Shiraz, and mwwhile are agitating everywhere possible 
the new tariff and the Bela Ab 
‘Mohanmeral.—Hor Majesty Consul reports that a Russian officer passed 
through Shuster and Ahwaz; he was accompanied by a few Persian Cossacks, who he 
left at Naseri. 
‘he crops in the Ahwaz district are reported as good. : 
(Signed) ©. V. SCHNEIDER, Captain, Assistant Military 
‘Auaché, Her Britannic Majesty's Legation, 
Tehran. 





No. 36, 


Mr. SpringeRice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received July 23.) 


No. 73.) 
fy Lord, Tehran, June 28, 1900, 
MR. VICE-CONSUL GRAITAME informs me that he hears that x’ meeting 
was recently held in Tehran ov the subject of the course to be pursued by the people 
witha v ng the state of things ¢: in the city to the knowledge of 
the Sadr-Azam, ; 
"A person who was present at the meeting informed Mx, Grahame that it was 
stated that the Russian Legation lind been sounded, but that they lind refused to take 
ng the absence of the Shah. 
as then proposed that a larger mumber of people should take “hast” in the 
a, and request that a telegram should be sent to the Shah. 
oscil on the ground that those who took part in such a demonstration 
nity of the Sadr-Avam, and that Her Majesty's Legation 
wwoitlil be unable to protect them, 
"The proposal was rejected. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RICE, 





No, 37. 


Ar. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received uly 23.) 


has heard on good authority that the Concession ‘om Tspalian vid 
Diaful and Koremabod to Ahwaz appears to be occupying the attention of the 
Tussian 

‘This Concession is in the hands partly of the Imperial Bank, and partly of a 
Persian named Mutamed-ol-Mulk. ‘This’ gentleman las been approached by 
M. Russokowsky (a Russian who has recently been staying with the Russian 
Consul at Ispalian, Prince Dabija) with a view ‘to the surrender of his rights to a 
Russian Company. 

In this connection, T would refer to the careful survey, which appears to have 
Jeon taken hy a Russian traveller, of the road constructed by Mossrs, Lynch, and 
which is a rival undertaking. 

Prince Dabija travelled to Mohammerah by the Dizful route, 

M. Rabind, the Manager of the Imperial Bank, informs me that he has reason 
to believe that’ the Russians are contemplating the construction of an alternative 
route from Tehran to Ispahan. 

‘The present Ispalian—Tehran road, as far as Kum, is worked by the Imperial 
Bank. ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowlch has recently been raising difficulties as to the collection 
of tolls along this route, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


ee es 
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No. 38. 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received July 26.) 


Sir, 
WITIT reference to the inter 
to General Sir 


ia respectfully solicit from Her Majesty 
ws been fully discussed by the Boord of the Imperial Bank, 
which is in full agreement with the Memorandum herewith submitted, 

‘The cenival idea is that it is desirable during the visit of Lis Imperial Majesty 
the Shah to London to obtain from him some such on the increased Customs 
revenue of the Port of Mohammerih at the mouth of the Karun River as will enable 
the road to the capital from the south, for which the Tmperial Bank has long held a 
Concession, to he at once and energetically prosecuted. It is understood that the Shah 
and his Prime Minister are keonly interested in the success of this undertaking, which 
will havo immediate and important results in developing English trade in Persia, But 
our experience lias shown us, without a possibility of doubt, that the gunranteo of the 
Persian Government alone will not be accepted’ as sufficient security by the London 
market, and that without the supplementary guarantee of the Brit 
forentially in tho form of # subsidy for a term of years, the noce 
raised, Should the Secretary of State and Her Ma 
pleased to grant such a subsidy, the Board of the Impei 
Povsian Government will cordially weleome such a proof of the enlightened regard of 

il for tho development and prosperity of Persia, and a strong impetus will. be 
en to the revival of British influe p nts have undoubtedly 
tended {0 seriously weaken, ‘he Lupe Approaches Her Majesty 


ment in the first instance because their approval is the necessary preliminary to 


addvessing the Shali taut without the assistance of the British Government'it is 
usiless (0 ask fora P guarintee, whieh would not slone be eff It would 
be impertinent to reer to the obvious and indirect advantag 
would result from 4 1 display of interest in Persian development, 
nil the Board would wavsaly mend the scheme to the most fayouable considera- 
tion of the See 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, 


Inclosure in No. 38, 


Memoraniun ty Sir 7. Gordon. 


for considering the value of the Road 
held by the Imperial Bank of Persia, and 
sion is of considerable political as well as 
es great ailvantages to Persia, 
's the development of internal 
e of this road scheme would be 
wn active interest in Persia's welfare, and 

wom. decadence by economic means. 
‘Whe Karun wv and the comparatively easy countxy rising gradually thenee 
the fortile districts of Central Persia, prosent a fair prospect for commercial 
enterprise, and the road project. from Ahwaz is the natural result of successful efforts 
of British diplomacy’ in securing the opening of the Karun to the navigation of the 

world, 

‘The rond survey makes the distance from Ahwaz to Tehran about 580 miles. 
Circumstances and conditions imposed the necessity of commencing the road from 
the upper instead of the lower end, and the work done there failed to benefit British 
commerce inasmuch that capital was not forthcoming t carry the road sufficiently 


ea 


far south to connect with the Karun Valley. Pending the formation of a Road and 
‘Transport Company, the Imperial Bank of Persia, in the interests of British commerce 
as affecting its own, carsied on the work by completing a good cart road from Tebran 
to Kom (a great pilgrim resort), 100 miles south, fit for wheeled traffic throughout the 
year, and thence extending it to Sultanabad, 80 miles, by a good fair weather road, 
passable for vehicles seven or eight months in the year. An unsuccessful attempt was 
made in 1891-92 to form a Company to develop and complete the enterprise, and as 
the Imperial Bank of Persia could not work it any longer with its own capital the 
road work came to a standstill at Sultanabad, But the road constructed so far has 
been maintained in repair by means of the money obtained from tolls and other 
resources, and thus the Concession has Leen kept aiive by the Bank, 

‘There remain 400 miles of road construction work to. connect with Ahwaz, and 
considering the nature of the country, and the bridging and building requirements, a 
rough average of 250/. a mile may be regarded as a moderate ostimat 
a total of 100,000/. to which should he added 20,0004. for annual re} rs, administrative 
and other expenses during the first few years until the rond revenue should he 
sufliciently developed to pay all expenses. 

The Luristan country extending from Dizful to Khoremabad (160 miles) 
inhabited ya poor populition of migratory and turbulent habits who live in a elivox 
state of disturbaner from resistanco to payment of the taxes lovied by the Persian 
Government. T was travelling there in 1680, and saw suiicient to lead me to believe 
that with fair treatment and honest payment the work of road making and. transport 
service would be very acceptable to the people, and would greatly assist, towards the 
pacification of that part of Luristan, Tn 1890-91 the telegraph line hetween -Diztil 
and Khoremabad had to be abandoned by the Persian Government owing to. the 
continued distuthed state of the country, and with it went, T think, the weekly postal 
service, Hud a fice hand been given to, the Bank in. 1800, when the Road Concession 
was obiained, tho expenditure of the money laid! out in the noxth, applied in the south, 
would by this time have socured and wollefrequented trade route trom Shuster 
to Khoromabad whence a fairly good eoad for pack animals leads to. Burujind and 
further commercial centres. 

‘Taking alvantaye of the experience gained in Persia, the first aim. should he to 
make o good travelling track for pack animals with permanent. bridges, iron, oF 
musonry, over the large streams capable of heavy traffic, and ood earavansernis fi 
provided’ with accommodation. and supplies. ily part of Luni 
ments would be made with the tribal heads for watch and ward sory 

Ne developed the road itself would be widened and improved, and, a good 
being selected in the first instance, eventually whecled yeliteles and tractionsengines 
might bo introduced, ‘The proposed road ruiis on the left bank of the Karun up to 
Shuster, and an extension downwards hy the left. bank to the point ypposite the town 
of Mohamrah at the junetion of the Kivun with the Shat-cl-Arab, whore the Persian 

racks stand, would be carried over a fertile plain along the line of the ancient: Great 
hah Canal, which comected with the Karun and the sea. Should a railway ever 
contemplated from the Persian Gulf base to Central Persia, this Karun route offers 
the greatest freilities, face of the neighbouring Turkish frontier running north, 
nd parallel with the Karun froin Mohamrah to Shuster, a roul or railway on tlie left 
tank would have the navigable river, on which gun-bonts can steam, for A strong 
flanking defence, 

The construction of the proposed road would enable the Persian Government. to 
establish its authority in Turistan, and to maintain an effective telegraph and postal 
service between Shuster, tho seat of Government in Avubistan, and Khoremabad,. Tt 
Would be in the interests of British commerce to assist in maintaining this communi 
tion between the Karun and Central and Northern Persia, amd the Lowation messengers 
would probably: travel Grvat, grain districts would he served by, tho 
road and river, and in times of scarcity and famine India would easily come within the 
Circle of supply. ‘The road would give a great impetus to trade by creating exports 
and producing Wealth which does not now exist, aud it is from the share of this wealth, 
Which would come to tho Persian Government in the form of customs, that I think 
Pecuniary assistance would he given to the road enterprise, I-would pat the case to 
fie Persian Government thus: In consideration of the diruet advantages to be gained 
from the construction of the road, viz, the aid to pacification of Linristan, re-establish 
ment of telegraphic and postal communication, development of commeres and increase 
of customs, the Road Company asks for a State guarantes of 5,000L per annum for 20 
Years, to be paid from the surplus of the Mohamrah and Atabistan Customs, over and 
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above the present amount received under the existing farming system. ‘The Govern- 
ment is thus asked to guarantee 5,001. a-year for 20 years from the inerease which 
the road would be the means of creating, Tt is not asked to pay from existing 
receipts, but only from development to follow on the expenditure of capital, and that 
to he paid back from all surplus road revenue of net profit over 8 per cent. as laid 
down in the Concession, 
But it is absolutely. 
financial support of the British Government. An exten 
postal subsidy is no nil I would suggest that the same annual amount to 
asked for from the hk Customs, viz.: 5,000 per sinnum for 20 years, 
gunmnteed by the British Government. 'This sum, or part, to be returned each 
‘on reecipt of the same nmount from the Persian Government or from the surplus t 
seceipts over 8 per cent. not profit as before explained. ‘This means that, for the 
purposes of raising th the British Government is 
Persian Government gua 




















juired capital without the 
on of the present Karan 










































. E. GORDON. 


(Signed) 








No, 39, 

















Monson to the Marjuess of Salishury.—(Recoived July 28.) 










(No. 377) 
My Lord, 








Paris, July 27, 1900. 
AN official communiqué, published this afternoon in the Havas Agency sheet, 
states that at the Cabinet Council held this morning M. Delcassé announced tliat the 
site of the cunt dapat for the use of the French had heen chosen at Muscat, and that 
ily sailed for that port with a ewrgo of eoal. 

T have, & 
(Signed) 














EDMUND MONSON, 
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India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 28.) 
THE Und 





ler= 





y of State for India presents his complin 
Seorotary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 27th July, regarding Prench eoal-sheds at Muscat, 


India Office, July 28, 1900. 














Jnelosure in No, 40. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 





(Welegraphic.) 
GOX telegraphs the 26th July, 
“Doiails partition of Maculla Cove amicably armmged with French Consul. My 

plan accepted, but inorder to mect particular requirement of French Consul I con- 

venta to lacy wal altogether on our side of line SX on eandition that question was 

eousired thereby finally disposed of, Wall now in progress at our joint expense, I 

hope Government of India will not object to above-mentioned unimportant concession. 

For plan, see Secrotary’s lettor of the 21st June, Coneession appears unobjectionable. 


July 27, 1900. 
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No. f1. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 30.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary’s letter, dated the 5th July, respecting Haushabi 
affairs. 

India Office, July 30, 1000. 








Inclosure in No. 41, 





Government of Bombay to Government of India. 







(Tolegraphic.) Poona, June 26, 1900. 
YOUR telegram of the 20th instant. 

Resident at Aden wired on the 25th instant— 

th June, 

(by men of Muhammad Nasir Makbul of Homar, Turkish 

t of Hanshnbi country, Maushabi 

5, ut whilst ensaygod ‘punishing his 


* Your telegram of 
% Ad Dareja ig still occupi 
Homar is the Turkish district uorthew 
Chief reports that he was never outside his own 
own rebellions subjects the men from the fort fired at hin, A dosultory fight emsued 
within Haushabi limits, wlittle north of Ad Dareja: on the fourth day a truce for four 
mnonths was settled between Haushabii and Nasir Makbul, the aggressor. My messenger 
confirms the above, and adds iat on Nasir Makbul misrepresenting the state of affairs 
the Turkish authorities sent a foree from Taiz, which halted at Mavia, On hearing of 
its Commandant advanced on Ad Dareja, and, seeing that it was in Haushabi 
limits, publicly abused Nasir Makbul and retired, As long as this fort romains in 
‘Turkish possession trouble must cnsue, Hanshabi cannot oceupy tort till itis vacntod 
altogether, which should be doue by Shciku* as soon as possible, 1 cannot, locate 
Kumarah, No aggression has taken place on Turkish territory ; the accusation against 
the Haushabi is untrue.” 


Bombay Government wired on the 22nd instant to Political Resident at J 
follows :— 



































den a 








“In view of the more recent dispute at, Kumarah, you should use your diserotion 
out advising Haushabi Sultan to take quict possession of Ad Dareja Port at most 
‘opportune time.” 











No, #2. 
Tustin Office to Foreign Office (Received August 2. 
Sin, India Office, August 2, 1900. 
TAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward, for Lord Sali 


lisbury’s int 
tion, a copy of a telegram from the Vieeroyst reporting that the details of the partition 
of tle coating station at Museat 








ave been amicably arranged with the Broneh Consul. 
With Lond Salisbury’s concurrence, Lord George Hamilton proposes to approve 
action taken by Capiain Cox in the matter. 








Lam, &e, 
(Signed) 4 





GODLBY. 





+ See Tuelosare i 





* Gy. Nasir Makbul, 
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No, 43, 
Foreign Offce to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Aw 8, 5 
T AM directed by th chr tees eee 
letter of the 2nd instant res spec! the partition of the coaling station at Muscat. 
Tam to state that Lord Salisbury concurs in Lord ¢ Hamilton’s proposal to 
approve Captain Cox’s action in the matter, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 'T. Hl. SANDERSON, 





No, 44. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 9) 


r Tndia presents his compliments to the Under= 

ign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

fox the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegraphic 

Correspondenen with the Resident, Aden, relative to the Brench store-ship “ Drome.” 
Copy of the above telegrams has heen sent to the Admiralt 


India Office, August 8, 1900, 

a 

Tuclosure 1 in No, 44. 

Resident at Aden to Lord G. Hamitton. 

(lograph Aden, August 
HIVENCIL store-ship “Drome” arrived from Jibuli 7th August, 
Museati in four d Cargo is suspicious, Further inqui 
Ropeateil to Secretary to Government, Political Department, Bi 
——— 


Inclosure 2 in No, 4b. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Resident at Aden. 


(en) 
‘olewraphic,) 
YOUR telogy: 
Bserciso extreme 
creating 


India Office, August S, 1900. 


hecoming known, or of 
‘overmment vessel. 





No, 15. 


Lulia Office to Foreign Office (Received August 10.) 


Sir, India Office, August 9, 1 
LAM directed by Lord Georgo Hamilton to transmits toe Saslante aria 
‘Marquess of Salisbury, in continuation of previous correspondence, the inelosed eq Dy 
ofa letter from the Government of Tudia, suggesting that stops should now be takee 
by Her Majesty’s Government to require from the Persian Government. complete 
anil speedy settlement of outstanding claims of British subjects against them, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLE 


ee 


quess of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
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Inelosure in No, 45. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Se ) 
Mtoe, Simla, July 13, 

“ WE have the honour to forward, for the consideration of Her Majesty's 
ment, a copy of the correspondence noted in the inclosed list,* regarding the alleged 
delay on the part of the Persian Government in disposing of claims for compensation 
which have heen presented by British subjects during the past nine years, 

. The total of the claims outstand inst the Persian Government and 

Pers ed with the letter from the First 
Assistant to 
amounts to 


Mr. Whitby Smith 
considers that three claims only Nos. 74, 76, and 77 in the statement aecompanying 
his letter, aggregating §,298 rupees—need be brought to the notiee of the Porsian 
Goyornment at present; but he las omitted from his list the claim of 6,001, 

ation for the murder of Mr. Graves, If tho total of the tee 

ns mentioned by Mr. Whithy Smith, together with the claim for compensation 

for the murder of Mr. Graves, be substituted for statements (Ik) and (8) 
juual list, there will remain a total claim of about 28,000; Your Lordship 
of tl ‘ims are old—some date back as far as the 
1 Resident in the Persian Gulf considers that there is litt 

ct of these being settled lovally, unless distinct instiuctions are sent from the 

Persian Government to their officials’ in Southern Persia directing them, to conduet 

the necessary inquiries in each case and to effect a settlement of the claims without 


It is impossible for us to vouch in any degree for the validity of these claims, 
the inyestigation of which is a matter for the Persian local officials acting with the 
Representatives of the British Governmont, entertain no doubt, on the facts 

stated e present correspondence, Persian officials have in a great 
number oF casos, he iss in bringing mi to a settlement, aud we ealnot 
regard with equinamity the indefinite postjonement of claims, many of which in all 
probability represent just and reasonable demands, 

4. Your Lordship's despateh date: the 2st November, 189), inlimated that the 
sim against the Pexsian Government for compensation to Mrs. Graves would, not. be 
bandoned, though ier Maj ment wer not. then prepared to press, the 

demnal in view of the depressed condition of the Persian finances, (Phe reeont 
Russion loan has presumabl 1 better position to 
neot their liabilities, and the now be no obj sereise of diplomatic 
pressure, with ay satisfaction of this and all other demands which are 
tion to be justly recoverable, We, thet nvite Her 
ent to eonsider the propri ius action to bring home to the 
authorities a of their obligations, and of requiring from them.a complete 
ad speedy settlement he claims of which we now forward the particulars, 
We have, &e, 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON, 
E. IL 1. COLLE 
A. ©. TREVOR, 
C.-M. RIVAZ, 
1Y, RALEIGH. 
¥. Fo. LAW, 





* Not printed, 
£ 
he letter froin the First 
to the Volitial Resident in the Persian Gulf, dated the 9th 
Ci POW dea ek Seamer recy 


pees (total of statements (K) and (8), exelue 

{for the murder of Mr. Graves) and 8,208 rupces 

in regard to which Director considers that 

Feferenco ty Pervian Gorerament is nccersary) = 69,509 rupees, oF 
about wwe ee ar 4,000 


Toul + ee 28,000 
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No. 46. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received August ).) 


Undes of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Geor i 
forwards horewith, for the information of th 
the Political Resident, Aden, dated 25th Jul 
A copy lias heen sent to the Intelligence Bra 


India Office, August 9, 1900. 


Tnelosure in No, 46, 
Sinan News (from a native source). 


‘ME. Arabs in Sanaa exploded by gunpowder the School of Art built by Govern- 
ment on a hill, 
A. Purkish Kayem Makam entered the Go 
(Governor-General) of Sanna, wounding him 
dead on the spot, “Phe Vali i confined to his hi 
frightened at this incident 
‘ho Arabs have also exploded by gunpowder the hospital butlt by Government, 
‘Nhe tribes have cut the telegraph wires four days ago, 
‘The Turkish soldiers at Djchel Nakem” hound theiy officer, and ran away to 
Syed Hamilecl-Din, 
One of the guns has disappeared from the Govern 1, the pe 
fifty Vurkish soldiers hay ssted on suspicion, 
ng cnrritd on. These occur causing aveat 
uineasiness amongst the 
‘Mere has heen a all {his year fn all the districts of Yemen, 


Idew Resideaey, Jul 
Hoxwarded, with compliments, to the Soaretary, Political and Seeret Department, 
Thdia Office, London, 
A copy has been sent to the Goyernment of Bomb 
(Signed) I, B. PENTON, Brigudier-General, 
Political Resident. 





vis 
ary of State for E 
attds herewith, for the information of the 
trom Aden respecting the moyemonts of the Fi 


Judie Office, clugust 10, 1900. 


Tuelosure in No, 47. 


Resident at Aden to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Lolegraph Aden, August 10, 1900, 
REFERRING to my telegram of Sth August, *Drdme’” did not eall Jibuti as 
onded, She is due Museat 16th August aul yrobably procceds thence to Bussorah. 


Nothing definitely ascertained heyon 


r she carries some patent fuel in cargo. She 
ratriets intercourse of crew with shore, 


No, 46°. 
Foreign Office to Sir Lepel Grifin. 


Sir, x oreign Office, August 10, 1900, 
I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Your letter of the 25th ultimo, 
requesting, on behalf of the Imperial Bank the assistance of Her Majesty's 
Gor in connection with the proposed construction of a road for wheeled 
traffic between Awag and ‘Telia 

You state that the bank proposes to ask the Persian Government’ for a guarantee 
of 5,000/, a-year for twenty years, to be paid from the suephis of the Mohammorah 
and Arabistan Customs over and above the amount nov received, from which any 
road revenue of net profit over 8 per cent, would he deducted; and. you suggest, tht 
Her Majesty's Government should guarantee to mako the sum paid by the Persian 
Government up to 5,000L, subject to deiluetiou for surplus profits as above stated, 

Lonl Salisbury desires me to state in reply that, so far as he is aware, Her 
Majesty's Government have never on any previgus occasion consented to. guaraiter 
interest on a work undertaken entirely iu foreign country, While fully recogniai 
the importance of the proposed enterprise, lis Londship vegrets that he is unable 
recommend to the Lords Commissioners of He: jesty"s 1h ay departure 
from this rule at the present moment, when the burdens on the 1 Exchequer 
are exceptionally severe. 


IL SANDERSON. 








(1635) Ne 
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No. 48. 
ign Office —(Reeeired august 11.) 
ents his compliments to the Under= 
1, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 


forwants herewith, for the information of the vy of State, copy of a telegram. 
to the Viceroy, dated the 9Ui Ai ng Breneh costing facilities at Muscat, 


India Office, August 11, 1900, 


Tnelosure in No, 48. 
Lord €. Hunilton to Government of Tadia. 


India Office, August 9, 1900. 
ly: Muscat coal shed, 





india Office to Foreign Office (Received August 13,) 


Sir, India Office, August 11, 1900, 
LAM ditocted by Tain George Hamilton to acknowledge roceipt of your lotter of 


the 17th ultimo, relative to the issue of French flags to subjocts of the Sultan of 
Museat, and to the reesnt of His Highness with reference thereto, 
A copy of the tolesranhic instructions sent to the Government of India has already 
n forvarded, for Lind Salishury’s information, with my covering totter of the 


now to forward copies of further papers on the subject which have bee 
ed from the Goyerament of India, 
Lon Salishury will observe that, in addition to the papors (ulated by M, Cambon to 
bo three in number) whieh were immediately p to the Sultan to be returned’ to 
eat, and sshich appear to have been rejentel by him, all the 
¢ Rroneh flags presented the Sultay with a. solemn document. 
pressed their wish and intention to return all 
nil disclaimed any rights under them ff 
desired to b 
ver their lands and money deposits 
stated by the British Consul that the action of the Suris 
hut unforeseen and unexpected, 
With reference to the penultimate paragraph of your lotter under roply, iu which 
Lord Salisbury expresses a doubt whether the French Government vould be prepared t 
init that Her Majesty's Government have any right to take patt in the examination of 
nubiful cases of flags issued in the past by French authorities, Lam to submit, for Lord 
lishury’s consideration, the question whether the XXXIHai Articlé of the General Aet 
of the Brussels Conference may not have some application to the point, Iu connection 
with this aspect of the question I am to invite attention to Captain Cox’ letter dated. 
the 18th June last, addressed to the Political Resident, Persian Gulf, It is presumed 
at the views of the Government of India on this Report will be reccived in due 
course, 
Lam, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





4s 
Tnclosure 1 in No. 


Captain Cox to Government of In 


Muscat, June 16, 1900. 
T WRITE in great haste to c roughly typed copies of two 
communications sent by Goguyer to #1 ale,” ‘They are it 
showing the line the Fiench are likely to take regarding the 
Ottavi Tins sent a telegram costing between 500 aud 600 rupees to Deleassé on 
the subject. Tam presuiniug that Kemball has info Foreign De; of what 
passed, 


Inclosure 
Telegram seit by Goyuyer th the Editor of the Dépéoke Cotoniule;" Paris, June 16, 1900. 


“Suile telgramme 9 courant. Aprés plu jenaees Aveo propos 
violents contre Ia France et yotre Con apicrs A deux boutres 
nngslses of fat engazer les autres i teuidne leurs, Cette humiliation aprés tant dau 

ici finiva détruire notte prestige si Gouvevnant [sie] p'asissent enfin, 


Newapaper Article sent to the * Déyiehe Colonime,” Paris, bx Goguyer, June 16, 1900. 


“ Le Conftit eaneo-Onanien, 


“Les éeCnenients a1 sont précisés depuis les premidres riouvelles. Mais nous étions 
bien renscignés.. \Cleyt douti, 7 Juin, que. le Mascate, accom 
Hetorre, eat pati nome Sour A hord du“ Sphinx,” de Peseadre des Indes Onientales, ot 
te sont rentres que le 14 apres une seinaine absence, Le Sultan et le Ce 
descends A torre, puis ils ee sont sépards, chicun deus dist 
Population, Le Consul se teninit siimplement & portée + sa pre 
par Ie ens ot de Sour auraient nial pris Ja communica 
feur fate, Vi {ut cette communication =H y a eu parnit tious. qui 
franchis de (hse falsant donner la protect c Is ne savent pa 
quel \hingor ils font cowir k leurs compatriot co, prvjette s'emparer de 
mole de TOnian et es sont ous qui leur fournissent le prétext 
Les protéuts objeotivent uo nul indice wantorisuit parcifle prév 
Anglais juiratssaient bien asitroment d erninde; que le Consul d 
Stilt vent Sour; et quedans cette citconstince comme dans k es iL n'aww 
Jnunails prononeé aucune parole qu'indiquait aucun desscin de ec = midme il niavait 
eu jue tes paroles ainieiles au sujet du, Sultan. Sultan s'emmpostas *Lu 
#14 Ottavi won amit Mais si ee n’était pas won enneud il ne aout 
els mon obgisanes.! 


mairerait pas anes 


uis detach tox protégés do rendre leurs permis de navigation partant avée 
‘ssunice, doupant a entendre qu'il avait derriére Iut_un Représentant de Ia Keine, ue 


aient de diflérents 
pre ut rlutes et cela pendant plusicurs jours, jusqu'ace que Pun deux allégua 
{que son perinis ne Jui avait pus 1S dative’ A Masente qu'il était. protégé: bien 
création de es Vice-Consilats que son pare et son sand:pére Mavaient Gté 
C'dait le cas de presque tous, 
Mais Je Sultan etait bien renselgne, et”comnic il s'en trouvait deux ou th is dont 
i renoavelés aur Vice-Consulat de Mascate, il en exigea la remise, eore 
autres i un engagement éerit de remettre leurs permis aux Consulate 
nt regs, 
De tugon absolue on peut dire que c'est un éice pour le Consul Anglais, Comment 
ulre que les protéxés ont abandonné librment et surtout spontanément ta 
tection quand on leur a fhit signer Pengagement dy reuoncer? Et ces deux ea trot 
qe paargent non moins spontanément le Sultan de rendre leurs permis au Vice-Consulat 
de Hrance ; utre absurdité. Mais votre Ministre des Affaires ngeres vat 
di mene coil que nous? Hélas! nous avons aucune illusion eet Ggurd ct none 
Aons jusqu'a prévoir le eas vii demain «Le Temps, organe des démentts solemnely nove 
ontredirait hardiment.. A 


havite de guerre Anglniy-et, a besofn, une aside, Les. prot 
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“Comme nous agissons ici pour le grand hien de tous et qu'il nentre dans notre 
résolution aucune pensée de faire de opposition & qui que ce soit, saut aux ennewis de 
hotre pays, nous prenons soin de prévenir respectueusement au Ministre des Affaires 
Burangeres que uous sommes bien renseigaés, que nous savons méme beaucoup plus qu’il 
he nous parait convenable d’en dire, mais que si une fuiblesse et surtout une Mcheté nous 
paraissait & eraindre d’oi que ce fut, nous ne croirions jus devoir nous inspirer que de 
Vintérét majeur de In nation.” 


Inclosure 3 in No, 49. 


Captain Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, June 16, 1900, 

IN continuation of the previous correspondence on the subject of the grant of the 
French flag to Suri dhows, [ have the honour to forward copy of a Confidential telegram 
received hy me from the Political Agent, Muscat, reporting the result of the visit lately 
made by His Highness the Sultan in Her Majesty's ship “Sphinx” to Sur, 

2, With reference to the concluding portion of the telegram I do not think that 
any action need he taken by the Sultan if the French decline to receive back the 
Papers and flags, neither does it seem to me that this is a matter of much, importanee, 
as the object desired will have been obtained by the action which the Sultan has now 
taken, 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 49, 


Captain Cox to Government of Tndin, 


Muscat, June 30, 1900, 

WITH reference to your telegram, dated 24th instant, regarding ‘the Sultan's visit 

fo Sur, I have the honour to forward a copy en clair of a Confidential telegram forwarded 
by mail to-day for dispatch from Kurrachee, 

T have the houour to report in this connection that, in the form of a reply 
to the Report called for in Foreign Department endorsement of the th Januaty, 
1900, T dispatched a long communication to the Resident on the 18th instant, the 
accompaniments of which included translated copies of all communications issued 
or received by the Sultan regarding the French flag since he left for Sur, ‘Time does 
not admit of my getting the letter, together with all its accompaniments, copied for 
dispatch to you by this mail, but, in ease they may be of use meanwhile, T beg io 
inclose copies, with translations, of the Arabic documents issued by the’ Sultan as 
detailed below :— 

No, 1.—Document voluntarily passed by the Jenebeh and Beni Abu Ali French 
flag-holders at Sur, in wh xpress their wish and intention to relinquish Rrench 


passed by the Sultan to his subjects at 
12th June, 1900), 
‘litical Agent, Muscat, giving cover to 
1315, i.e. 15th June, 1900), 
n (dated Lith Safar, ie, 15th June, 
1900), 
No. 5.—Latter sent by Sultan to M. Ottavi, giving cover to three sets of French 
Articles (dated 14th Safar, 1318, ie., 15th June, 19:0). 
No, 6.—Letter from M. Ottavi to His Highness the Sultan of Muscat (dated the 


15th June, 1900). 
—————— 
Inclosure 5 in No. 


Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Muscat, June 30, 1900, 
YOUR telegram of the 24th June received on the 29th June, Sultan of Museat 
arrived Sur afternoon of 8th June, and left daybreak 14th June, having been delayed 
Rending the arrival of principal Chief trom iuterior, Desire ai undertaking of the 
Saris to revort to allegiance to the Sultan of Muscat was altogether unforeceon and 
Unexpected, and, in view of the fact that it was entirely voluntary, saw no. possible 
[1635] ° 
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reason for advising Sultan to refuce or suspend acquiescence. His course of action was 
in, uowise contingent on Government's acceptance of draft letter referred to in my 
telegram of the 17th May, 

In that draft Sultan of Muscat requested British Government to act in his behalt: 
subsequently unforeseen opportunity oceurred for acting for himself, and he, therefore, 
took advantage of it: having done'so, he is naturally anxious to. know how far we can, 
if necessary, support him in the event of high-handed action on the part of the French 
Government. 

Difficulty regarding existing French flags being thus removed, it seemed advisable 
to provide for the future effectively, lience issue of Edict, of which copies have already 
boen forwarded to three Consuls on the 15th June, It is worded as follows =~ 


“We have observed that subjects of ours have ignorantly taken flags and articles 
from a foreign Government whereunder they pretend to elaim* their protection, . ‘This 
has taken place in the past, but there must be none of it in the future, and you 
must understand that such procedure is contrary to the duties and obligations of 
subjects; you are, therefore, hereby informed that we do not recownise such flags and 
articles in onr territories, and will not pardon any one who takes them otherwise than 
with our written permission and sanetion in accordance with the ‘Treaties between us and 
foreign Powe 


| find, however Edict not yet publicly posted in Muscat or Oman; if, therefore, 
Government of India disapprove terms of it, L might, if considered necessary, advise 
Sultan of Muscat to intimate to Consuls that he intends revising Edict, and requesting 
they will consider former communication cancelled. Long despatch with all possible 
documents sent by post to Resident in the Persian Gulf on the 18th Juno, and. Arabie 
documents dispatehed to you by to-day's mail 


Ee 
Tnelosure 6 in No, 


Captain Kenball to Govervment of India. 


Bushire, June 30, 1900. 
f the previons correspondence on the subject of the grant of the 
Froveh flag to Suri and other dliows, 1 have the honour to forward copy of a letter, 
‘lated the 16th instant, with copies of inclosures from the Politieal Agent, Muscat, 
submitting the Report called for in Foreign Department indorsement dated the 9th 
January, 1900, 
Captain Cox? report is full and clear, and 10 remarks on my part appear to be 


cess) 
———$——— 
Tuclosure 7 in No. 49, 
Captain Cow to Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Museat, June 18, 1900. 
UMAVT the honour to submit, for your information and that of the Goverament of 
Tnilia, the Report called for in Foreign Department indorseniont of the Oth January 
1900, | Some explanation seems called for from me of the delay which has occurred & 
the submission of it; T hex, therefore, to point out that from tho Ist October last, when 
{took over the duties of this office, up to the 26th May Museat was never free. from 
epidemfe disease of one kind or another, either cholera or plague, and so long as this 
was the case, and the Ageney Surgeon was living at Muttra, and had his hands full, it 
would lave been unsate for me to leave the place for any length of time. Under these 
circumstances, and in view of the fact that Her Majesty's ships on the station are 
Irceluded trom overhauling dhows lying the French flag, it was very difficult to procure 
‘any information on which to base a report of the nature required, But with Museat free 
from epidemics and their accompanying anxieties, and with an \geney Surgeon living on 
the spot, it was another matter, aud I lost. no time in arranging for n tour alone the 
Oman coast in Her Majesty's ship “Sphinx,” including a visit to Sur, from whesce I 


i, the mari translated“ pretend to e/aies” is wifieult 10 render exaelly it carries the idea of * masque: 
‘ing onder," or * posing as being under," French protection.—B. Z Con, ie 
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have just returned with information which now enables me to submit the report called 
for with some measure of confidence. 

2. It is not quite clear to me whether you desire any remarks ftom me on the 
subjects touched upon in the Secretary of State's despatch as a whole, or only with 
regard to the matters adverted to in paragraph 8 thereof; I cannot go far wrong, 
however, if T proceed on the former supposition. 

‘The Secretary of State, in contemplating the measures to be adopted to got rid of 
the difficulty now presented by the French flag in these waters, considers that the matter 
could be remedied in two distinct ways, that is to say— 

(1.) By a friendly arrangement with the French Government, by which the practice 
would be stopped or restrieted ; 

(2.) Independently of the French Government, by one of the three following 
alternative courses. — : 

Alternative (a) —By the issue of a Notifieation hy the Sultan to the effect that he 

id not in his territory, after a fixed dute, recoznize any naturalization or protection 
conferred on his subjects otherwise than with his sanction and under the provisions of 
his Treaties, 

Alternativ nance by the Sultan compelling every Museat 
ship to be regi dd under the Muscat flag. 

alternative (c.)-—By the extension of the use of the British flag, so as to anticipate 
and outbid the French Cor 

OF the. txo broad methcds, 1 beg leave to discuss No. (2) first, as for purposes of 
this Report it ean be the more quickly disposed of, and will deal with the three. alternne 
tives included therein in the order given above. 

3, As regards alternative (a), this Report has been anticipated by my telestain to 
your address of the 15th instant (of which Lattach a eopy en elain, together with tranla, 

documents referred to therein and others as per margin, for information),« 
and as the Sultan’s successful visit to Sur,as therein reported, has presumably moro then 
fulfilled the requirements of that alternative, it seems hardly necessiry to” discuss the 
other two at any length. Before quitting the subject, howerer. L leg differentially to 
tnake a few brief observations with regard to them from a local point of view. 

Alternative (2) seems to presume the institution of a distinetive Museat flag, whieh 
as you are aware, the Sultan has not up to the present shown hiniself inclined to intro. 
duce, and, furthermore, seeing that his means for enforcing registry are very meagre 

ven in Muscat, and in outlying ports like Sur are practically nil, any Ordinaiiee iemued 
in that direction would, in my opinion, under the existing’ conditions of the Sultan's 
administration, remain a dead letter. 

Altemative (o). ‘The position, as it presents itself to me in this particular eons 

tion is this. ‘The primary and ebief excuse put forward by the Suris for taking 

French papers is that they were driven to the practice by the harassing attentions af 
British mon-of-war, though: we, of course, know that the real bait which tempts them 
the facility for slave-running with immunity which the possession of those papers affords 
them. |Our attitude tovards the Sultan in the matter is that. whereas, from our point of 
iew, the practice gives a direet impetus to the Slave ‘Trade which he is by ‘Treaty bound 
to do all in his power to put down, from his point of view it is derogatory to his 
overeignty and a menace to his independence. that his subjects should be seduced from 
their allegiance to him under his very nose, It seems to me, therefore, that. if we 
allowed the slightest suspicion to get’ abroad that we contemplated supplanting. the 
French flag by our own in this conncetion, we should not only take away all the fores 
of our so far disinterested arguments with the Sultan, but should thereby raise suspicion 
generally as to the bona fides of our motives in Oma. 

4. 1 will now revert to the first of the remedies proposed by the Secretary of State, 
namely, an arrangement with the Rrench Government. With a view to bringing thig 
about, Lord George Hamilton desires— 

account of the modus operwndi followed by the French, 
of their connivance in the Slave ‘Trade. 

(3.) Details in respect of which they can be held to fail in their obligations under 
Artitles XXV and XXX of the Brussels Act, 

(+) Information as to the particular Law under which the French Consular officials 
ct in giving the 

My recent visit to Sur enables me to supply information under some of these heai 
which, T trust, will prove of the nature desired, 


 Inelonures § 10 14, 





moro Islands, and asks for a 
French flag. ly, that, before he can be provided with a French 
ni rench flag, he must fulfil certain conditions necessary to 
qualify him to receive them. On inquiring what these conditions are, he is told that be 
must either buy a house or land ina French Colony, or else he must provide a snitable 
personal security in the person of a local Rrench-protected resident, or another Susi who 
hhas been in the possession of a French flag for some time previously, and has done 
¢ to disgrace it. ‘The applicant for a flag naturally prefers ‘the “personal 
security” method to spending any money on a house or picee of land, but it will be 
realized how very simple « matier it must be to obtain a sufficiently respectable security 
to satisfy Frenelt scruples, when T mention that ont of the so-called French protégés-—- 
y-lour in number—who signed the undertaking given to the Sultan at Sur on 
12th instant, only four individuals actually possessed Ianded property in a French 
Colony t 

‘Phese four were 

1. Mulammad-bin 
property at Jibuti, value 

Khaw Ali who assured the Sultan that he possessed property 
al Jibuti, value #,000 dollars, 

3, Salim-bin-Abdulla, who assured the Sultan that he possessed property at Jibuti, 
value 2,000 dollars 

Juma-bin-Saeed, who issuted the Sultan that he possessed property at Jibuti, 
value 2,000 dollars, 

It will be noted that the property of all these is at Jibusi, frow whieh it may 
perhaps be deduced that the Consular authorities there are more strict than 
elsewhere, 

J1is tndlorstood that the personal securiiy is not sv much required to be answerable 
for the wool behaviour of the eaudidate for French papers, but rather as a uarante 
that the latter ill present himself to some French Consular authority annually in order to 

vt his papers renewed in accordance with Article XX It, Brussels Act. If stress was not 
Tnid On this annual renewal of the articles, the ordinary rn ipient would in most cases 
{et then lapse at the end of the voyage, and not bother about them againantil he wanted 
to run a cargo of slaves, 

Anotlier point to be noted about the renewal is that in the course of it the 
Humes of owners and captains are liable to constant change and confusion, as. 6 
Consequence of which it hax hitherto been impossible for the Sultan to kuuw from one 
Year (o another which of his Suri subjects would or would not claim French protection if 

asion arose, Kor instance, suppose that A went originally to Zanzibor to set 

Vitro de d " and a French (lag for his diiow, which ve will suppose to 
he nam a heir” (a name bore by a large proportion of Arab dhows), 
tn the torm of the "Pitre ™ (ride Inclosures Nos. 8 to 11) will be entered, first, “ owned 
by <i” and then, “carmanded by himsell,” Before the time for renewal comes round, 
A may have sold the dow or may not i may send a brother 
or it cousin or a. hiveling in conmmand ¢, und the eaptain of her 
bas. no difficulty in getting: his name ‘entered on the articles when he appears before 
French Consul, at probably a different port from that at which the buggalow was 
rogistered, 

OF course the original owner's name remains on 
change hinds halfasdozen time without detection. 
list oF French protegés given now in Inelosure 
hows with their owners furni 


sured the Sultan that he possessed 


tter No. 498, dated 

In case of anything happening to the 
aright, claim to protect the vessels 
ation,” whether he be the owner 


7 T think it must be admitted that this state of things constitutes a dauger and 
abuse, 


Lastly, heyond the ‘Titre de Navigation” and the flag (for delivery of which they 


ay Consular fees varying from the equivalent in francs of 50 to 150 rupees), the Sulta 


* As apparcutly Article XXXII applies to Jubiti eum Obok. 
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informs me that the seecders receive nothing else whatever in the way of special 
naturalization or protection papers. 

‘The case being as above set forth, the general Freuch modus operandi can, according 
to my lights, only be viewed in one of two ways, both of them indefensible: — 

We must either hold that the French get hold of a Muscat subject and give him 
so-called naturalization simply: in order to give him a flag 

Or else, vice versd, that they give him a ‘Titre de Navigation” and a flag, on mere 
colourable pretexts, simply in order to make a French protégé of him, and the nucleus of 
a French Colony. 

In the first ease they are acting contrary to all principles of international morality, 
and in the second, in contravention of Article XXXII of the Bru ct, clause 1, 

Connivance of the French in the Slave Trade.—M, Ottavi, the French Consul. at 
Muscat, pays an annual visit to Sur, usually during May and dune, for the ostensible 
purpose of seeing that the papers of Urench flag-holders there are in order, This year 
he left Museat on the 30th April and returned again on the 4th June, [ reaclied Sut on 
the 8th June. No dhow had arrived at Sur between M. Ottavi's departure ar 
arrival; one diow arrived while I was there; it was a French dhow (though it was 
careful to conceal the Frenel fag, having been informed by trawlers that the Sultan was 
at Sur) and had taken its owner to Jeddah en route for Mecca, but the latter having, died 
on the pilgrimage, the dhow returned at once empty. 

During my stay in Sur T ascertained from the community of British subjects, and 
my dragoman also learnt. from friends among the Arab community, that, in the course 
of the season just over ithe slave-running seasons are just before nnd just after 1 
south-west monsoon) approximately 1,000 slaves had been imported, Out of this nnmber 
850) had been brought over in lanze consignments in five dhows captained by the following. 
persons -— 

1, Sseed-bin-¥hamiebineAeid — Slaves 
Bh lag Arab , 3 get) 
eae Fema flag, ron 140 
3. HanighbincMualiime i 
be Jennebehy ig French, + 200 
Bacal — 
Jennebeb, dag : rer) 
bined 
Tribe tent Abu Ali, ; 5 +180 


Toul #00 


100 ndd were brought in by other dhows in deiblets of eight or ten, 
M. Ottavi was in Sur, Out of the 1,000 shaves estinated 
to have been imported, the greater part had already been sold in Sur before my arrival, 
or insinnated iuto the Hinterland (from whence they ate gradually distributed northwards 
by land), but it wax common talk in the community that a few were at the present 
moment concealed in Sur awaiting sale. This was told me at a general gathering of 
h subjects; my interpreter heard it from Arab sources, and the Sultan and his 
Vazier heard the same independently, but, of course, the former would not admit it if 
asked officially. It was impossible for him to take any action in the matier. He had 
come to Sur on a peaceful errand unaccompanied by any force, and, on the other 
hand, Abdulla-b the Amir of the Beni Abu Ali, to whom the Sultan, on arrival 
at Sur, sent a summons, requesting him to come in from the interior to meet him, had 
arrived with nearly 1,000 Bedouins armed to the teeth, Had the Sultan attempted any 
strong measures in the above direction they could not possibly have suececied, and 
such action would have absolutely spoilt ‘any chance of n successful issue to his 
negotiations regarding the tag. 

T simply mention the fact to. show connivance on the part of M, Ottavi, Living as 
the latter does alniost as au Arab amongst Arabs, it is not possible that he could have 
Stayed with the Sur community with his uyrmidon Abdul Aziz for three weeks without 
faving acquired a full knowledge of what Was going on, He may not actually have seen 
theslases’ land, because they were landed just short of Sur, but he must have heard of it, 
Ie will not be amiss if I here diverge slightly, in order to explain the tine-honoured 
arrangement by which the Suri slave-runnets contrive to get their cargocs through 
safely; 14 miles from Sur is Cape Ras-cl-Had, the most easterly point of Arabia; 
the villagers at Rasvel-Had watch the horizon carefully for men-ofswar, and if anything 
‘unusual is seen they warn one of the little trawlers which daily ply their vocation of 
Sur and Ras-el-Had in a fleet of thirty to forty vessels, and they, in turn, warm any 
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dhow that they sce of existing danger. ‘The latter then run in close to shore ready to 
Jand their cargo at short notice if necessary 
‘This doubtless happened in the present case, ng of M. Ottavi’s presence, 
the Nakhuda either Janded his human cargo at nig Ise put them ashore a little 
hort of Sur and had them marched in, As ioned above, however, it is 
impossible that M. Ottavi can have afterwards remained ignorance of the nature of 
the dhow’s cargo, But it does not suit him to know, and from what my Suri 
ormants openly told me, at he takes eare not to know. Were he to 
hoard one of these dhows immediately on arrival, or zo a step further and go out to 
meet her in the offing, he would he practically certain to find shackles or an excessive 
uunber of water-tanks, or other evidence of the recent presence of slaves ; but, on the 
contrary, I ascertained that he hai not personally visited a single dhow this year, 
his custom being to send his rascally Dragoman, Abdul Aziz, on board to represent 
him. Abdul Aziz, either in collusion with, or squared by, the owner of the dhow, 
turns and reports “all correct to the French Consul, and there the matter ends, 

‘The price of slaves this year in the local market was vormal, and the demand 
goo 

Male ailults were fetching about 150 dollars. 

Chiklren were fetching about 120 dollars. 

Well-grown girls were, ay nsual, the most valuable: prices varying according to 
Jooks from 200 even to 300 dollars, 

A larze nimber among this seacon's catch were children, 

‘The information given to Colonel Meade by the Trucial Ch ber with 
Yogand to importation of slaves into their tertitories from Sur is already within your 
Jnowles 

In weighing e r in the Slave Trade it must be borne in mind that 
slavery is recognized status in the Mahommedan religion, and that no Mah 
will fie (estimony openly or on oath against a co-relig 
it, Phe evidence obtained therefore, as a rule 
oF presinptive. 

7. Detuils in respect of which the Brussele Act seems to have been contravened.—The 
Cireumstauces sot forth in the preceding paragraph as to the presumptive connivance of 
the French in the Slave attic iveludes most of the information which Tam 
to furnish os pointing to a failure on their part to act up to their obligations under 
Articles NXV and XXX of the Act (specially mentioned in the Secretary of State’s 
despatch); but the fonr Titres de Navigation” forming Inclosures 8 9 11 of this 
Report, contain irregularities which are certainly: contrary to Articles of the Act, of 
which, if'the Breneh hive not aetually subscribed to the letter, they are surely under 
some obligation to observe the spitit Before xoing into details, however, it will be well 
for nv to recapitulate briefly the several Articles of the Act which, as I read it, were 
Dprtinlly or wholly reserved by the Freuch Government, Articles XI, XU, XXU, 
‘und igguin, NAL to LXL were reserved wholly but * provisionally pending a subseqient 
Agreement.” This was in 1892, but Lam not aware that any such contemplated further 
Agreement has yet taken shiap 

Articles XXX to XL are apparently partinlly applicable, that is to say, they ean 
ve applied, not obtigatorily, but at the will and pleasure of the French, in the territory 
of Obok, anid, as necessity demands, in the Islanis of Madagasear and the Comore 

U respectfully submit that assisted by so many whole or partial reservations of an 
important nature and by the consequent atmosphere of doubt and confusion which 
surrounds, in the minds of our Naval and Consular officers, any question involving the 
relations of the French Government to the Brussels Act, the officers of that Government 

enabled to snap their fingers at the Act with impunity, when to do so suits their 

ls. Tow beg reference to Iuclosures 8 to 11 in tum. 

Inctorire No. 8* (1)—M, Ottavi calls this « “*Renouvellement.” ‘The meaning of 

iy is that the applicant, Rashid-bin-Khamis, must have had French papers before but 

d Jet them lapse and thereby reverted to his original status as a subject of the Sulta 
Mad this not been the ease, M, Ottavi would simply have indorsed» “ prolongation 
at the back as was done two years liter at Zanzibar, vide reverse of document, instead 
of remaking the man a French protégé, as he has in effect doue, and that in Museat, 

Inclosure No 8* (2) —The place of residence of the applicant is conveniently left out, 
‘This omission seems contrary to the spirit of Article XXXIV, 

Aurlorure No, 9° (1), ‘There is no proper description of the vessel as required by 
Note (2) of the “Titre” itself and by Article XXXIV of the Act. ‘There might be 
fifty Arab dhows of about 45 tonnage beating this common name, 
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‘The protége’s residence is again left out, 

Inclosure No. 9* (3).—By referring to the owner as *propriétaire du Saad-cl- 

im,” M. Ottavi presuroably means that the man was already possessed of another 
dhow fying French colours, and so he gives him a flag and articles for this one without 
question. 

ST Tatlorbre No: 10-=Céntainy exactly ie ame ireg aries tu No.0; 
Inclosure No. 11* (1).—No proper detailed description of the vessel as required 
Note (2) of document and Article XXXLV of Act 
Tuclosure lit-bin-Muhammad is stated as being a resident of Mitsn 
"This (and perhaps purposely) written very lewibly, but T make it 
out to be asabove, and the owner of the paper informed the Sultan that it was the 
name of one of the Comoro group. In any case it is a misstatement, as the man is a. 
resident of Suweik, a small port on the Batineh coast of Oman, 

Inclosure No. 124 (3).—Note here the three changesin the name of the commander 

above), 

Votice among the papers accompanying these “'Pitres” that Marka, the small 
port below Maadoxo on the Benadir coast, is a favourite place of call on the homeward 

It is possible that this is one of the places at which they can conv: niently 
pick up slaves, or they might possibly take arms there as sugyested in another corre 
spondence by the Halian Consul-General in those waters, I could not obtain any 

lence, however, in support of the latter hypothesis ; in fict, the British subjects 
assured me that there was no export of aris from Sur whatever, T mention the above, 
however, as the frequent eecurrence of the words “trom Zanzibar and Marka,” in 
Consular certificates signed by French Consuls at Aden and Muscat (i.e, Sur), struck 
ane at once as being peculiar, 

Apart from irregularities in the papers above detailed, 1 saw during my visit to, Sur 
sufficient to prove conclusively that the details of Article XAXIV are altogether ignored 
As mentioned in paragraph 6 of this Report, [arrived there a few days subsequent to 
M. Ottavi’s exit, after y of some weeks, hen we arrived, the ante-monsoon. 

Suri dhows except one iad returned home and were Inid up. 

‘Phir sails a taken out and stored on the shore, and the 

hnulks lying out in the ek which encircles Sur. 1 counted between 150 and 
160 dhows and badang (a small pattern of dhow about 15 to 20 tons) of the class which 
ply between Sur snd Zar Out of these [was unable to find more than fifteen or 
sixteen with any names or numbers on at all, and in the ease of those which had them, 

were uot inlaid and painted on the stern, according to the spivit of Article XXXIV: 
of the Act; but were in all eases on the quarter, some painted on the timbers of dhe 
oat its! c cut on a separate board and tacked on to the quarter, in one oF to eases 
upside down! In all instances the name was fixed in such a position that any one 
sitting on the deck of the dhow had only to lean over the side and rub the name out or 
wrench off the attached board as the ease might be, Had the names been inlaid on the 
stern as required by the Act, they could not, owing to the build of the cratt, be reached 
and erased by a person on the deck; for this reason no doubt. they vere tixed on the 
“quarter.” 

It must be noted that this was just after M, Ottavi had ostensibly satisfied 
himself that the papers of his protégés and their dhows were in order. 

‘The sails it was not possible to sev, but inquiries at Sur clieited the information that 
they carry no numbers whatever, nor ean L nor Commander Phillipps, of Her Majesty's 
ship “Sphinx,” who has’ loug experience of these waters, recollect over having: notiged 
any such numbers on the sails of French dhows that we have seen under way, 

8. Information as to the porticular Law of France or other Regulation uniter which the 
French Consular Officials act in giving the Flog.—In this regard 1 regret that Lam unable 
to supply any setisfactory inforimation, and fear it is impossible to obtain it in Museat, 
Cean only suggest that it might be obtained from the {uternational Maritime Bureau 
at Zanzibar or the special office maintained in connection therewith at the Brussels 
Foreign Offic 

“La Loi du 27 Vendeminire an 2” and “Ia Loi du 6 Mai, 1841," under which the 
French “ Conge," and“ Acte de francisution” forms were respectively drayn up may 
possibly furnish a clue, 





Inclosure 8 in No, 19, 


Translation of document voluntarily passed. by the Jennebeh and Beni Abu Ali, French flag- 
holders at Sur, in which they express their wish and intention to relinquish French 
protection from date (dated June 12, 1900). 


LET it be known to all that see these words that we, natives of Sur, who have 
been domiciled in the pluce from the days of our fathers and forefathers consider 
ourselves the subjects of His Highness Sultan Feysal-bin-Turki-bin-Saced, we are his 
vasscls und under his protection, and we wish to render him that loyalty and obedience 
which it is the duty of subjects (to render to tlicir Sovereign) ; accordingly those of us 
who have taken French flags will return them to that Government at the beginning of 
the coming year (ie, when season reopens after monsvon—(initialed P. Z. C.), and, 
moreover, if their Consul (at Muscat), will accept them from us, we are ready to return 
them at once in order to save ourselves the inconvenience and loss of time (which would 
result if we took them to Zan do this without any pressure being put 
upon us and without compulsion; simply from (a sense of) that respect which is due to 
our said Sovereign. 

Let this be manifest and salaam, dated Sur, this (1th day Safar, 1318 (12th June, 
1900). 

(Here follows attestation by the local Kazi, or spiritual and legal Head of the 
comniunity ) 

T hear witness that the above lias been declared true and valid by the individuals 
who have signed below, 

So help me God, 

(Signed) SAIYID MUHAMMAD-BIN-SATYID AHMED. 
ED-DHAB, Moulave (Kazi) of Sur. 


Here follow signatures of all the Kreneh flag-holders :— 

(Signed) ABDULLA-BIN-MUHAMMAD MUBARAK. 
ABDULLA-BIN-KHAMIS, 
MUHAMMAD-BIN-ABDULLA. 
KHAMIS-BIN-MUSALLAM. 
MUSALLAM-BIN-SALIM. 
SALIM-BIN-ABDULLA, 
ABDULLA-BIN-MUHAMMAD. 
SALIM-BIN-MUSSALIM., 
ABDULLA-BIN-MUHAMMAD. ABUD, 
ALI-BIN-MUBARAK, 

SALIM.BIN. ft 
MUBARAK-BIN- MUHAMMAD, 
SAIYID AHMED-BIN-AKHUL, 
MUHAMMAD-BIN-SALIM, 
MUHAMMAD-BIN-MUBARAR, 
SALYID ALLBIN-AHMED, 
NASIR-BIN-KHAMIS, 
ALLBIN-SALIM. 
MUHANMAD-DIN RASHID. 
SALIM-BIN-SABED, 
SALIM.BIN-JUMA, 
ALI-BIN-SATYID, 
HAMED.BIN-SALIM, 
SALIM-BIN-JUMA, 

Lastly follows signature of— 
(Signed) “AMIR” ABDULLA-BIN-SALIM-BLN-MUHAMMAD- 
EL-HAMUDEH, arab subject, 


(Chief of all the Elders of the 'Tribes at Sur and known as 
the “Amir.” His power among them is absolute.) 


Inclosure 9 in No; 49, 


Translation of formal acceptation of their undertaking, passed by the Sulton to his Subjects 
‘at Sur in response to their written document, dated June 12, 1900. 


BE it known to you that we have received the declaration which you presented to 
us on the 11th Safar, 1318, intimating that yon, the Mukhauneh, the Aramin, the 
Gheyalin and Fuwarish sections of the Jennebeh and Beni Abu Ali, who, against. my 
wishes aud without my authority, had obtained flags and “articles” from Consuls of the 
French Government pretending ‘that you had thereby obtaiued French protection, and 
informing me that of your own wish and accord you now realize that you are my subjects 
and mine only, and that now, in the presence of all. your Elders of your tribes ity fall 
conclave, you desire and are ready to return your flags and French papers, and ask of 
me from this day forward to consider the said papers and flags null and void, 

Accordingly [hereby receive your protestations, and believe that you have made 
them in good faith and accept them according to your wish, and it is understood that, if 
these “articles” remain in your possession until the sailing season reopens, you in the 
meanwhile drop all claim to French protection by virtue of them, 

And, furthermore, having understood your wishes and azreed to fall in with them, L 
iow intimate in return, on my own account, to you and all my subjects that, wherens 
there appears to have been in time past a misunderstanding among you as to my wishes 
in this connection, there must be nothing of the sort in future; you must, therefore, 
clearly understand that from today T neither recognize nor permi¢ that-any subject of 
mine, no matter who he may be, should take so-called. protection papers and fag from 
the French Goverment or any Government. whatever without ‘my special written 

m, and in accordance with the ‘Treaties existing between me and foreign 


Let it not be hidden from id salaam, 
id) SAIYID PEYSAL-BIN-PURKL, 


11th Sifar, 1318 (June 12, 1900). 


—— 


Tnelosure 10 in No. 49, 


Translation of forwarding llter from the Sultan to the Political dyent, Muscat, yiving 
cover to copy of general Notification, dated 14th Safar, 1918 15, 1900), 


(After compliments.) 

WHAT we have to intimate to you is that subjects of ours dom 
territories have been taking flags and’ “articles” from a foreign Government, and it 
has, therefore, been necessary for us to issue a public Notifieation of which it behoves 
us to send a copy to all Consular officers of foreign Powers accre 
dominios 

May it not be hidden from you, and salaams, 

(Signed) SAIYID FEYSAL-BIN-TURKI. 


——$<——— 


Tnelosure 11 in No. 49, 


Translation of Notification issued by the Sulton, dated WAth Safar, 1918 (June 15, 2900). 


WE have observed that subjects of ours have iguorantly taken fags and articles" 
from a foreign Government whereunder they elaim so-called protection. ‘This has 
taken place in the past, but there must be nothing of it in the future, and you must 
understand that such procedure is contrary to the duties and obligations of subjects (to 
their Sovereign), 

Q 
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You are, therefore, hereby informed that we do not recognize in our territories (in 
the hands of our subjects) flags and protection papers, and will not forgive any one who 
takes them otherwise than with our written permission and in accordance with the terme 
of onr Treaties, 

Let this be clear to all, and salam, 

Written 1th Safar, 1318, 

(Signed) SALYID FEYSAL-BIN-TURKI. 


——— 


Tnelosure 12 in No, 49, 


‘Translation of letter sent by Sultan to M. Ottavi, yiving cover to three sets French 
“articles,” dated June 15, 1900, 
(After compliments.) 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that subjects of mine residing at Sur who have 
taken fags and articles from Consuls of the French Government have informed me and 
intimated to me their wish to return the said flags and papers and will come here for 
that purpose, and L ask from you to take back their papers and their flazs according to 
Consular rules, and inform me that they from 11th Safar, 1318, have no desire to claim 
protection and do no longer wish to he counted as such, 

And the papers which were obtained from you at Muscat I am sending to you 


herewith, 
(Signed) SAIYID PEYSAL-BIN-TURKI, 


Inclosure 18 in No, 49, 


Translation of letter from M. P. Ottavi to Hie Hightess the Sultan of Muscat, dated 
June 15, 1900, 


(In reply to Tnelosure 12.) 
(After compliments, 

1 HAVE received your esteemed letter of to-day's date regarding the three *ships 
articles” which you have sent me. 

T'sco in what is contrary to usage, and Tam not, therefore, prepared to accept them, 
‘and am returning them to you, 

‘The rest of what you haye alluded to in the said communication has been before 
How explained to you, hoth in writing and by word of mouth, anid no further explanation 
iy called for nove, 

May it be known to you, and stlaam, 

(Signed) OTPAVI, 


——<—<—————— 


Inclosure 14 in No. 49. 
Captain Cox to Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


Muscat, June 15, 1900, 

RESULT of Sultan’s trip is that the two tribes at Sur, including all Voldery of 
Fronch flag, covering altogether forty-five dhows, presented Sultan soletan documenta, 
'n which they express theif wish and intention to feturn all French papors and lage ond 
disclaimed any rights under them from the date of documents. ‘Those who took feng 
Ottari handed them to the Sultan forthwith for return to the French Coneah, 
Remainder who took from French Golony asked to be allowed to return then 
Personally when season reopens in order t0 recover their lands and money: deposite 
simultaneously, 
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Sultan, after a formal acceptation of documents, issued Edict in terms suggested in 
Secretary of State’s Secret despatch, dated the 24th November, lines 28 to 26. He is 
sending copy of this to three foreign Consuls, Museat. Presumably this must effectually 
check French action, but if more wanted, F haye received evidence at Sur of contraven- 
tion of Brussels Act. 

French Consul and Goguyer have already misrepresented matters to French 
Government and press. I beg, therefore, to state that not the slightest demonstration 
of force was used, and Commander “Sphinx” and 1 were not present at, and kept 

rely aloof from, Sultan's negotiations, . 
ee anise thoroughly in earnest, and I trust British Government will secord all 
moral support possible and accept letter, of which T previously forwarded draft, also that 
Consul at Aden and Zanzibar may-be instructed to warn me direet if any French gun- 
mes this way. : 
ven trenah Gecinn Lo seeive ack papers and flags, how shall T advise Sultan 


to act? 
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Tnclosure 15 in No. 49, 


REPUBLIQUE PRANGAL attr Signalétiqne 
M 
No. efosrit 
2 
Rexovventewexn, 1 


TITRE DE NAVIGATION 
SOUS PAVILLON FRANGAIS, 


YALANGE rouN UN Ax, 


AU NOM DU PRUPLE FRANGAIS, 


B i 4a Gouvernement Frangnis relatives aux navires dénommés boutres, exclusives 
ment fe ion dans los Mers des Indes, 

Nous (1) Vieo-Con 
esurant 17 18 de 


ance i Masente, déelarons quo le boutre (2)  FataheesSalam 
18 de longueue moye 38 de profondeur, jauzeant 
(7) tones, nppartenant & Rachid par Mbarak-bin-Khamis, a le droit de 
BAY aoe i gation (8 re environinantes avec la 
Ahoulté «avoir wn équijige compene Wétsungers, 


Fe prisent sire est salable pour un a 


Hi eonatquoner Lo ou de te République Prangaine prin ot roquert tous Souremiay, Etats, 
Wii, lids Ty Fence ot fury suiondon res publics, Commandante do 
ivnwntede"Exat tous autres qa apparivotra, de laser warement et lbremnt pane le dit avin, sane 

fino nf soul quit Tui soit At aun trouble on emplebowent, e Ini donner toute 


Tayour, seeiurs, ou sistance partout 0 besa 


Honouvella Jo-26 Aodt, 1808, 
(Signe) Orravi, 


(14) Gouvernewr ow Consul de France i 
(2) Nom du navire en Frasgats et en Arabe, longueur et largedr, tonnage, 
eon Aighes pwcticuticrs propres A le fair reconnaltre, lettee aigualétique (Cnebet.) 
du port «attach et nunéea quit doit porter 
(i) Tdiquer lex paras 


* The star» are added by te, 


(Bigned) PZ, CON, Caps 
Political Agent at Muscat. 


Prolongation lu tite de navigation du boure * FatahserSalan” jusqu’a son port attache. 


Zanzibar, le 28 Mars, 1900. 


: (Signd) R. Lanower. 
(Cachet) 
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Tnclosure 16 in No. 49. 


Vioe-Consulat REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE. Lettre Signalétique 
de Mascate, M 
No — No. e'huscription, 
8 


TITRE DE NAVIGATION 
SOUS PAVILLON FRANCAIS, 


YALADLY FOUR BN AN: 


AU NOM DU PEUPLE FRANCAIS, 


En vertu des instructions du Gouvernement Frangais relatives aux navires énommés boutres, exclusives 
ment affcetés ila navigation dans les Mors dex Ties, 

Nous, (1) Viee-Consul de France i Mascate, déslarous que Yo boutrs (2) 4 FataheeleKhei “1 
(de Verpiee dite Samboug ) de 45 tonneaus, appartenant & Sélin-bin-ThAbet, résidant "2 
roprittaire wu Saai-al-Kerim #3} commandé par Salemebin-Sétim, a le droit de maviguer sows pavillon Frangaix 
pour faire La navigation (3) dans POcéan Indien « ronnantes, avec ta theulté Pavoir un équipage 
composé dMtrangers 


Le prinout titre ost valable pons. un ai, 


Hn comaiquoneey te In Réputligue Braue pie ot roy 
ov aliés do tn’ France ot Yours mbordonngs; orduine & tive fxetionnaiten pblion Co 

‘iments do Etat ot tous autres quil appartienita, do nimer sirement et ibrement passe Io dit nav 

Iai fhe oi soir qu'il ti soit ait aueus trouble ou empéchonent, iy hu sntenie, do tai donner toute 

fareur, ecoury, ow amistaicepartout bos ra 


Deux mots ajoutis dane Fait A Moscate, 

Fintertigne et trois rayiis Te 18 Aoit, 1800, 

approu’s, (Sign) Oana 
(Signé)—Ornavt 


(1) Gouverneur ou Consul de France 
2.) Nom du navirw en Prangaise et en Arube, longuout ot argent, tonnage, 
agréement et sigues particuliers ptopres Ale faite reeonnatize, iotre xigualetique (Chehet,) 
du port «artuche ot nurs» qu'il doit porte 
(8) Tndiquer tes parages. 


The stare are aulded by me, 


(Sigued)——P. % COX, Captain, 
Political Agent at Musoot. 
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Inclosure 17 in No, 49, 


Consular REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE, Lettre Signatétique 
M 

No. d'Inseription. 
u 


TITRE DE NAVIGATION 
SOUS PAVILLON FRANGAIS, 


AU NOM DU PEUPLE PRANGAL 


En vertu des instructions du Gouvernement Frangais relatives aux navies ddnommés boutres, exclusives 
‘ment alfetés i la navigation dans lex Mors des Indes, 

Nous, (1) Consul de France i Masente, déclarons que le boutre (2) FatabalsKheir,” deux mits 
pure (se) jugeant 60 tonneaux 60 *, appartenant a Salemebi ant i commandé par 
propriétairo du Yadcel-Karim (2, 33) tuinméme *8 a le droit de naviguer sous pavillon Frangais pour faire 
4a navigation (9) dany Océan Indien ct mers environnantes avee Ta faculté Wavoir tin €quipage composé 
Adtran gers 


Ly présent titre ost yalable pour in ane 


By cone Je Gouvernement de In République Frangaise prie et requiert tous Souverning, Etats, 
Himis, ot allés de In France et leury subordonnén ordonne & tour fonetionnaires publics, Commandants de 
Ditimonty do I'Btut et tous autres quit »ppartiondra, de Inisser strement et Wbrement passer le dit navire, mins 
Jui fine ui soutir qu'il lui soit fate wucun trouble ow emptehement, mai e lui donner toute 
Favour, seeours, on wssitnnce partout 08 


Fait a Mascate, 
ne et trois rayén eo 15 Ani, 1899, 
‘approwves, (Sign) Orravn 
) Orravn 


(1.) Gouverneur ou Consul de France a 
(2) Nom su navito on Prangais et en Arube, longueur et langeur, tonnage, 
ag Yatioaliers propres i le faire reconnalte, lettre sigualétiqee (Cachet) 
lw port da wunéro quit doit porter, 
(3) Indiquee tos pariges, 





* The stars in the above ore added by 


(Signed) PL % CON, Coptain, 
Palitical Agent at Muscat. 


63 
Inclosure 18 in No. 49. 


REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE, Lettre Signalétique 
M 
No. d'Toseription. 
4 
Rexooveuunnisy 
aw 


TITRE DELNAVIGATION 


SOUS PAVILLON FRANCAIS 


YatAnx roun 


(Provis 


AU NOW DU PEUPLE FRANGAIS, 


He boutre “ Ratalklvit”™ n'asant pa se rendre d Zanzibar cette aumée Ye présent ttre ext vlable jusquten 
Avril, 1900, 


(Cachet) 4s Consul de France A Maseate, ) Oran 


Fn vertu des instructions du t Francais relatives aux nayires dGiomimés howe 


rmient affetés dla navigation dans lex Mers des Inde 


Nous, (1) le Gérant du Consist de Franc Zannibat etarons que le bowtre (2) » Fatakhon 
45 tonnenux, iterit & la Granite Conon’ sous. I+ No. 14; 1 appartonane & Satin, Mahaney 
+ $2 commun par Iul-ndie (Signt) Orravty #8, a le droit do naviguer aus puvion Franfais pour 
faire le navigation (3) dans los Mers dos Indes, avee ta faoulté Wavote 
rdsent tite eat valablo titre prinatif (vi) tb délieré ata Grande Connor, 
4a République Frangaive prie et requiert tous Souvvrains, Etats 
donde erdomve & tous fnetionnsirn pblioe, Conmatdants de batinente Ao Etat et tous avteex qu'il appar 
tienda, de liserstiroment ot Wbrement pawer te dit navice, mine lu faire 
trouble on empéetemie 


soulfeit qu'il Inf soit fait wou 
Wr foute fase, seeours, ou assistance parton od eww 


Ronouvelé & Zansibar, le 15 Avril, 1498, 
(Signe), Lanowox, 
(1) Gouverneur 04 Convul de France. 
(2) Nom du navire en Frangsiw ot ew Arabe, longueur ot largour, tonnage, 
Erement, et signer particulier ropres te thir reeonnaitre, lettre sigualétique (Cachet, 
On port dattache et nutnéro qu'il doit porter 
(8,) Tndiquer tes parages, 





€ Tho stary are added by me, 


(Signed). Z. COX, Cape 
Political Agent at Muscat 
de navigation du boutre “ Fatulkheit™ M14, jusqu'é son port attache, 
Mars, 1900, 
Par autorisatin ds 
wal de France, 
Le Chaneclier, 


(Cachet) (Sieve) Lanowen, 
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Inclosure 19 in No. 49. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Muscat, July 8, 1900, 
IN continuation of my letter, dated the 30th June last, [have the honour to forward, 
for your information, translation of a letter received by the Vazier Saiyid Saeed-bin- 
Muhammad from Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Mubammad-bin-Mubarak, the Chief Jennebch, 
Sheikli and former French flag-holder in Sur, regarding M. Goguyer's recent visit to Sur 
on behalf of the French Consul, and its result, Copy has also been forwarded to the 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


Thelosure 20 in No. 49. 
Sheikh Abdulta-bin-Mulammadebin-Mubarak to Saiyid Saved-bin-Mulammad. 


(‘Transtation.) 
(After compliments.) 27th Safar, 1318 (June 26, 1900). 
YOUR esteomed letter arrived, and your friend understood its purport. 
As rewards the“ articles” (i., Arabic in place of French) for the community, 1 
tive already communicated with Saiyid Feysal-bin-Purki regarding the dispateh of tiem, 
reference to the Frenchinan (ie,, M, Ottavi), we have to inform you that a 
me here on his behal€ and wanted to probe the community regarding the 
les," but they replied to him that ‘we gave them to our lord and master of cur 
free will, aud now any discussion or inquiry with reference to that subject must. be 
onducted with him, and the community are all of one mind regarding the return of them 
ty or Tord and master,” and salam, 


———$—$—$——___ 
Inclosure 21 in No. 49. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Muscat, July 2, 1900. 

TN continuation of my letter of the 19th May, Lhave the honour to forward a further 
Memorandum regarding the doings of M, Goguyer, 

ur on behalf of the French Consul to discuss with the 

‘06 of the rendition of their French papers, MI. Gozuyer 

thay identified himself openly, as le has long since been doing seeretly, with a political 

‘question current between the Sultan andthe French Government. [have ‘already 

port that he is financed by the French Consul, [have now, therefore, the honour 

ully to inguire whether it can be eo d constitutional procedure on the part 

of the Froneh Government and their Representative here that they should employ, as a 

Sort of Assistant Consul, & person who has no exequatur as such, and whether, should my 

‘he considered correct, { should advise the Sultan to take any action in the direction 

of asking the French Consul either to define Goguyer’s status ax n French Government 

employe) or, failings that, to undertake that Goguyer will either cease from identifying 

Nimselt with Jocal polities or leave Muscat, where he has no raison détre exeopt 


Tnelosnre 22 in No, 49, 
Memorandum regarding the Movements of M. Goguyer in Muscat, 
(In continuation of Memorandum, dated May 18, 1900.) 
M. GOGUYIER has not been to Babrein, as it was believed was his intention when 
randum of information regarding him was dispatched, but he continues to 
correspond with Sheikh Muhammad Abdul Wahab of that place, 


During the eighteen months or so that Goguyer has heen in these waters, he bas 
becn surrounded by a good deal of mystery and the subject of much speculation; but £ 
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think the events of the past few weeks put the real character of his calling beyond 
doubt. It will be remembered that he was first reported to be a pearl merchant, then 
hie pretended to esnvass for orders for arms and eloth goods ; subsequently it was sug- 
gested that he was a Russian spy when the Russian eruiser * Gilyak ” was in the Persian 
Gulf. | None of these hypotheses, liowever, have been borne out by subsequent events, 
and there can be no doubt now that he is in the employ and pay of the French 
Government. 

Tt may, I think, safely be presumed that he, cum 3 is the Oman 
correspondent of the St. Petersburgh “Viedomosti,”” that he is the’ author of the 


scurrilous leaflets that have been of late disseminated in Muscat, and, in fact, 
that he is here solely in order that, by posing as a Inyman, he may carry on anti. 
English intrigues devised by the French Consul with which that gentleman, in view of 
his offi 0 identify himself personally or openly. 

5 altan and the Political Agent left here on the 7th June in Her 


) “Sphinx” he has been working up the French press with lyf 
telograms and newspaper articles, and on the after the Suitan’s return 
from Sur, and during the absence of the Poli on the Batineh const, 
alter that he was ubra and Secb 
deavoured, 0 
h thoy 
formed 
will, 
Sultan, The chich 
to His Highness’ Vazier, Saiyid Sneed, and reported 
Joguyer, after spending «day aud a night at Sur, and ealling at Kalhav 
and Tewi on his way back, returned to Muscat on the ist instant, {lis visit to Sur will 
doubtless furnish him with fresh “copy” for the “Dépeehe Colontale,"' with whieh he 
corresponds, 
(Signed) P. %. COX, Captain, 
Political Agent at Muscat, 
Muscat, July 2, 1800. 





No. 50. 
India Office o Foreign Office (Received August 13.) 


THE Under-Seerotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
retary of State for Forcign Afitirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
wards herewith, for formation of the Secretary of iy of inclosures in 

Gor t of India Foreign Seerctary’s letter dated the 26th July, regarding in 

intrigue of a Persian official with the Chiet of Abu Dhabi, one of the 'rucial Chicts of 

the Persian Gulf. 
India Office, August 


a 
Tnelosure 1 in No. 60. 


Captain Kemball to Government of India, 


Bushire, May 6, 1900, 

1 HAVE the honour to forward translated purport of a letter addressed to me by 
the Resideney Agent at Shargah on the subject of an intrigue which the Darya Begi, the 
Persian Governor of Bushire, appeats to be earrying on with Sheikh Zaid-bin-Ihalifa, 

cf of Abu Dhabi, one of the Trucial Chiefs, who, in 1802, entered into a formal Agree, 

ut with Her Majesty's Government, wide the correspondence ending with Foreign Depart. 
ment letter, dated the 19th May, 1892, to tlie address of the Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, ? 
2. The action of the Chief of Abu Dhabi in exchanging presents with the Darya 

gi, and nec and reading in durbar a Firman purporting to be addressed to him 
by the Persian Government, appears to me to be in contravention of the first condition 
#1 the Agreement above relerred to, Moreover, { have received linble information to 
ths effect that eertain subjects of the Chief of Abu Dhabi have lately visited Bushire, 

[1038) 8 
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with a view to represent, direet to the Darya Begi, x claim which they had against a Per 
et; and, as the action of the Chief of Abu Dhabi appears to have excited the 
ention of other Trucial Chiefs, I have thought i to the Chief of Abu 
Dhabi, asking him foran explanation and rewinding lim of the Agreement which he has 
concluded with the British Goverument, 

3, ‘There is, in my opinion, little doubt that the ulterior aim of the Darya Begi in 
starting this intrigue is to enlist the sympathies of the Chief of Abu Dhabi on the 
Persian side and is connected with the Araby claims on Lingah. It is probable that my 
letter to the Chief of Abu Dhabi will have the effect of putting a stop to the intrigue: 
Put l propose, if I find that it is true that a Firman has been addressel to the Chief by 
the Porsian Government, to report the matter to Her Majesty's Le gation at ‘Tehran, in 

it may be considered advisable to inform the Persian Government that the inters 
ference of Persia in the affairs of the ‘Crucial Chiefs eannot be allowed, Such further 

ion with regard to the Ohief's conduc ay be considered necessary will also be 
taken. Probably a warning. will he sufficient, bit a report will be submitted if more 
Serious notice is required. A. simple interchange of courtesies between the Permian 
Governor of Busbire and the Persian Gulf ports is not perhaps a matter of great 
i Int the aceepta an addressed to the Chief by the Persian 
ent and feud out by him in public durbar, without any reference to the Resident 

at Hushite, eannot, 1 think, be allowed to pass unnoticed, 

1. ‘he allusion in the Resideney Agent's letter to the adoption uf a special flag by 
the Chief of Abu Dhabi has reference to a report which was received by the Resident 
of Bushire in last June to the elfeet that the Chief haul discarded the common Arab flug 
{adopted in accordance with x ‘Treaty vf 1820—ride ‘Treaty No. XXNLV, © Aitchieons 
‘Mrontios,” vol. X, Part 1) and had assumed a special ‘This matter was reported in 
the diary of this Resideney for the week ending the 25th June, 1899, and the Chiel was 
asked for an explanation rexurdings his action, but he has not furnished a satisfactory 
tuply, ‘The action of the Chief in this respeet is also probably due to the instigation ot 
the Persian Governor of Bushire, who wishes to detach the Abu Dhabi Chief from the 
other Tricia) Chiets. ‘This matter had, | think, host be taken up when the Resi 
next visits the Aral coust.on tour, when it may be as well to persuade the ‘Trucial Chief 
{0 enter into a new engagement on the subject, binding on themselves. and th 
Auccessors, Meanwhile Cam trying to ascertain what is the real object of the Chief 
Abu Dhabi in assuming this special thus, 


SS 
Tnelosure 2 in No. 50, 
Residleney Agent, Sharyah, to Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


(After complinents,) March 22, 1900, 

1 BEG to report that the Chiets of Sharzah and Debay have been very anxious in 
connection with the existence of communication and correspondence between the Chic? 
of Ab Dhabi and the Darva Begi as representing the Persian Government. Im their 
oyinion, this attitude of the Chief is oppored to the conditions of the Agreements 
exiatings betweon the British Government and the Chiefs on the Aral coast. as after 
those conditions the Chiefs in question were burred from enterine into any cotmmunieas 
tion aud correspondence with any of the Powers except Great Britain 

Apparently the object of the Chiet of Abu Dhabi in adopting a aroen flag: was to 
{lstinguish himself (boats belonging to his subjects) from the other Chiefs, when the 
“Persepolis” may be eruising to search the boats at sea, ‘These two Chiots are astonished, 
at the proceedings of the Chief of Abu Dhabi and the silence of the Resident in the 
inatter, | Becanse itis not possible to believe that events, which take place between the 
Darya Boyt and the Chief of Abu Dhabi, do not come to the notice of the Resilert 

‘Io Horses were sent to Lingah and thence to Bushire, and a sword and a Firman 
and other presents were sent from Bushire to Lingali to the eare of the Maleksut-lujur 
of that place, who sent them in charge of his sou Lbrabim in a special bughlow to. Ane 
Unb, Whe Firman i a bond of friendship between the Persian Government and the 
Chiek Ht was publicly read at a durbar held by the Chief, to which he had invited the 
intinential people, 

Reports are received from Linguh that Boshire and Lingah and Bunder Abbas are 
Neased by the Russian Government, and the Gull is, consequently beyond British 
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that by order of the Persian Government, the Darya Begi has beon placed at the 
service of the Russian Government, 

From these reports the people conjecture that the sileuce on the part of ‘the British 
Government, ax regards the proceedings of the Chief of Abu Dhabi, is not devoid of 
reason. 

These two Chiefs spoke to me that, if at any time any of the war ships of other 
nations than the British happen to call at their ports aod intend to call on them or to 
have any other object, they da. not know what course is open to thom, If they accede 
to the requests of the war ships, they are afraid to displease the British Government, 

they do not accede, they are afraid of any calamity hefalling them at the hands 
of such ships, and they may not be able to avert the sami 

‘They have agreed with me in the opinion that the matter must be submitted to. yon 
for orders. “They have asked me for an early reply, as they wish to know what contse js 
open to them, 


a 
Tnclosure # in Ni 
Government of India to Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Simla, June 4, 1900, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the reecipt of your letter dated the 5th May, 1900, 
roearding a report that the Darya Begi, Governor of Bushite, is earrying on au titriiend 
with the Chief of Abu Dhabi 

Your action in calling upon the Chief of Abu Dhabi for an explanation of his 
conduet is approved. ‘The Government of India will await. your further report. both as 
to the Chiet’s reply and as to his object in adopting a special fag 

Tam to request you to place Her Majesty's Loxation at ‘Nehran in possession of 
all information which reaches you in respect to the Darya Beai’s communteations with 
the Chief of Abu Dhabi or any other of the ‘Trucial Chi 





No, 61. 


Memorandum of the Conditions of the Russian Loan to Persia, made by Sir T. Gordon from 
Persian cupy of the Contract which wns xhown him by the Sadr Azam at Ostend. 
(Communicated by Sir T. Gordon, August V7, 1900.) 


Main Features of Contract for the Russian Jown to Persia, 1900, 


CONTRACT hetween the Persian Goverment (represented by Reza Khan) and 
the Banque de Préts (hereinafter called the « banque). 

‘The loan to be for seventy-five years from the beginning of 1900, and to be 
denominated “Emprunt # pour Cent Or Persin de 1900." 

Nominal amount of loan is 22,500,000 roubles, taken at the rate of 15 roubles per 
Tmperial, 

‘The nominal price of the loan is 84-66 per cent,, but an allowance for certain 
gkPenses is allowed to be deducted therefrom, leaving’ the net price to the banque at 
85 per cent. 

‘The Persian Government to give a general mortgage bond (to be lodged at 
St. Petersburgh) drawn up in Russian and Persian (but only the Persian signed) upon 
all the Persian customs, whether received direct or firmed, with the exception of those 
of the Gulf ports and Province of Farsistan, 

‘The customs revenuies ceded are to be paid into the banque, which will deduct the 
{mount necessary for the service of the loan and pay the balance over to the Persian 
Government, 

{n case the amount of the revenues ceded not being sufficient for the servive of the 
{jan and zhe said service being in arrear for the period of three mouths, the banque 
Shall have the right to control the customs; and if default continues for a period of 
Fr gmonths the banque shall have the right to administer the customs, upon, the 
following conditions :-— 

1. The banque to have the right to appoint the employés to reecive the customs, 





Dut these emplo; he Persian subjects with the exception of the chief employés 
to the number of twenty-five 

. "The Persian Government to have the right to control the banque’s adminise 
tration. 

3. The banque shall not alter the tariff (ie, receive more than the tariff) now in 
existenc 

4. ‘The Persian Government binds itself not to reduce the existing tariff without 
the consent of the Russian Government during the period of the loan. 

From the net amount of the loan (19,126,000 roubles) the banque is to deduct, first 
the amount owing to it by the Persian Government, and then to pay off for the Persian 
Government the ‘Persian 6 per Cent, 1892 Loan (ata date to be fixed by the Persian 
Government) and also the loans of the Imperial Bank of Persia to the Persian G 


is to be pid by four equal instalments at one month's interval, 

Iiis balance is {o be paid in money at the rate of the day, or in bar silver at the 
rate of the day jin the latter ease the cost of transport to be at the charge of the Persian 
Government 

After ton years (ie, alter the Ist January, 1910) the Persian Government shall 
have the right to pay off the Ioan at par on giving six months’ notice, but during these 
ten yeurs the Persian Government cannot contract another loan without the consent of 
the Russian Governments this is the ease during the whole period of the loa 
paid of, 

‘The banque tis the right to issue @ loan for the amount outstandiny at any time, 
anid wity issue “shares” for this purpose; these shares will earry tle gunrantee of th 
Russian Government, 

In the event of the loaw being paid off the banque tias the right of calling in the 
“shares” or not, as it deems best. 

‘The coupons are to be half-yearly, dating from the Nosruz, and the banque is 
allowed | per cont, commission th on. 

Diltorences to he settled by the Persian and Russian Governments, 





No. 52. 


ir B. Monson to (he Marqueas of Salisbury. Received August 18.) 

(No. 128) 
My Lon, Paris, clugust 17, 1900, 

| TIAVE alewady hud the honour to transmit to your Lordship by’ post the extract 
from the ® Bigaro "of the day efore yesterday, announcing the purchase by the 
French Goverument of un exteusive plot of Juni at’ Bushire, with large house, which 
will be used as a vesilence tor the French Consul, the whole havi 1x been for a are 
Me property of the Chevalier de Hoogerwoerd, firmerly Dutch Consul at Bushire, and 
waving for some time been leased by the German Consul, 

Strest is laid upon the fact that the proprietor had repeatedly dectined to sell it 
sither to the Britly or Ger , and upon the additional tact that 
M. dle Hooxerwoerd was in charge of French interests ut Bangkok when M. Pavie struck 
Sis age in 1805, 

It will also be noticed that the Sudr-As is stated to have affixed his seal to 
the title-derds, whieh ceremony took place, L presume, ou the alternoon of the day on 
Which Final ty audience of the Shab, when His Highness had a very long interview 
with M. Delensse. 

The Figaro” states that M, Dubois, who has hitherto been Vice-Consul of France 
Xt Bushire, was formerly on the staff of that paper, which accounts, no doubt, for the 
priovity of the information published by’ it, 

‘This new sviiptow of w poliey of activity in the Persian Gull om the part of 
France shows that the visit of the Shah and his’ py Ministers to Paris has beew 
Uitilized ih a dirvetion which cantot hut cause something more than curiosity as to the 
hatuir of the interest which the Government is wking in a quarter in which every new 
proccediiig on their pit scems to have very little other motive than the power to’ 

to Groat Britain and to the Government of Tudia. 
Thave, &e 
(Signed) EDMUND MONSON 
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No. 53. 


Major Sykes to the Marquess of Salishury.— (Received August 20.) 


(Wo. 4.) 
My Lerd, Kerman, June 29, 1900. 

DURING any journeys in the south of Persin Ihave been struck by the fact that 
its provinces occupy positions of varying importance as regards our interest, and in the 
present despatch 1 propose to make an attempt to define, with some degree of preci 
‘shat T conceive the relative importance of each to be. 

As a reference to the sketch will show, I have divided the south of Persia into 

h I propose to deal wit in turn, 

The zene coloured red consists of Persian Baluchistan, 
important centres, Chahbar, the Rampur Valley, Seis 
circles. Apart from a few nomad Chiefs, the ouly powerfil 
of the Amir of Kain, which is divided by fraternal hatred, 

1 Baluchistan, some two-thirds of the Baluchis are already British 
subjects, and to allow a to annex the province now held by Persia 

i be as fatal as for Russia to alloxr us to rule the Turkoman not under her sway, 
This point is so well understood that further discussion is wneeessney, 

eistan, again, is the only fertile district between. Quetta and Narmashir and 
Hetween the Valley of the Bampur River and ‘abbas; it depends on the Helinan, and, 

igtaphically speaking, forms a portion of Southern Afghanistan, 

nds of Russia, not ovly: could hat Power threaten the Indian Empire by 
ty of routes, but the loyalty of hoth Baluchis and Afghans could be undermined, 
while, held as an outpost by us, i€ would be of the wreatest value ay soon asa tail 
n that should ran vid Caudal lished, although until this route bis 
lable, 1 would deprecate the heavy: outlay involved in construct ty) via 
Nushki, und would rather favour a line starting from the sea const, gain, at the 
ent time, there appears to be a concensus of opinion as. to the 

tan, whieh I have consequently touched upon but slightly 

As regards the Provine in, such is, 1 amderstand, net the ease, but 
Lord, Tam couvineed that its possession hy Russia would constitute a permanc 
to the Indian Empire, 

‘The buffer State of Afghanistan ix apparently doomed. to succinb, and as our 
wninimum share of it would include the watershed of the Helmoni, £ would. submit. th 
we must not leave the flank of Western Afghanistan iunprotected, 

In a previous despatch,* I drew attention to the great atrongth of the: Kain 

m, but, ayart from this, the map stiaws that fron abbas to Girl 
eal point on the Helmand, iy not much further than from Selstan--in fi 
beud of the river be followed, Tabbus is nearer, and TF sould urge that this tat ts ol 
Supreme importance and merits the most earctul study 
‘To ive the houidaries of this zone: to. the north, it is finpregnably, oF almost 0, 
Baluchistan cover its. 

3 to the west lies: the 
Chahbar, the best port @ coast. ns mritiine base 

This zone, my Lon, is, in my humble opinion, of vital importasice to British interests, 
anil-althongh the poorest in Persia, L wonld venture to deprecate eommiprcial advantases 
1 other zones that tended to conceal this fuet 

Continuing west, T have coloured the Provinces of Kerman, Yezd, and a po 
Fars yellow, ‘The important centres are Jask, Thunder Abbas, Lingab, 

Kerman, Sirjan, and Yeul—the head of the Sheykhi sect is the only individual who 
ecupies » position of any great influence, 

Te will be noticed that the main cara + from Bunder Abbas to (1) Yeu, 
(2) Kernan, and (3) Khorassan are thereby inchuded, together with te less insportant 
route from Lingah; from Jask there is no earavan route, ‘The Persian Gulf ‘thus 

manded and British prestige safeguanied, {0 a certain extent, while the Lut 

rt would form an ideal boundary to the north; to the west, however, there is no 
Such pathless waste, so that a friendly neighbour would be indispensable, which might, in 
rable conditions, be Germany. 

‘To take the third ease, in whieh the whole of Southern Persia be considered to. he 
ur zone of influence, with Bushire, Moh Ahwaz, Shuster, Dizful, and. Ispahan 


+ No. 10 of August 29, 1899, 
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as strategical centres of the zone, which is coloured blue, we thereby s © com= 
paratively fertile south-west provinces, with the Karun, Persia’s only n ble river, 
which our xen power would enable us to. ulilize to the steatest advant 

Germany carrying out an unfriendly policy when firmly seated at Bag 

and perhaps at Koweit. In this zone, tlie Kawam-ul-Mulk, perhaps the most powerful 
subject in South Persia, lives at Shiraz and governs the nomads, while Sheikh Gazal is 
all-powerfal on the lo sof the Karun, 

‘The provision of garrisons for this extensive country may be considered to pat any 
Such policy out of the question, but yet the nett increase in frontier to be defend 
smuall, thanks to the Lut, and British troops would thrive splendidly: on the cool plateau 
of Izan, while very fair material exists for local corps. 

ven in the days of siiling vessels, 1 have read that the Duke of Wellington 
alvocated keeping part of the white garrison of India at the healthy Cape of Good 
Hope, 0, acting on this pri a large proportion of it could, with even more advan 
tae, be quartered sia, while with ood communications, troops at Kerman would 
Tonk Fonds for advice as owe stationed in Madras or Barmah 

‘The final solution of this problem whieh is, in itself, but a part of larger issues is, 
{ am well avare, a question that is entirely beyond me, but £ venture to hope that the 
few local notes f have wiven may be of At the present time there is a 
detachment of three Russians sketching in this terrible heat towards .Jask or Chahbar ; 
this is but one of six such parties, whieh tends to indicate that the N 
intends to take yet another step in advance, The tact 

on the western frontier of Per 1 ny humble o 
om, as, if the partition of Persia into zones of 
assuredly be complicated when Germany is firmly fixes 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) P, MOLESWORTIE SYKES. 


lated to hasten 
be delayed, it will 
hat-el-Arab, 


Thelostire in No. 53. 


h of Southern Persia. 





No, 54. 


Mrs Spring-Ricé to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received August 20,) 


(No. 
My Lord, Gulhek, July 25, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour ty iuclose a very interesting repo 
ship, which [have receive! from Me, Wood, Hor Majesty’ 
ine detuils the conversations he tus had with persons in lie «ita 
whom he his heen long acquainted, 

Wood enjoyed the personal esteem of the Shih di 
ew ns Valinhd, 
iving Mr, Wooi’s despateh, I haye had an interview with the Mujires: 
Sultaneh, the nephew of the Governor of Azerbaijan, the Nizan-cs-Sultanch. 

‘The Nizam was removed from office at the request of Hor Majesty's Legation, but 
your Lordship sulisequently acquiesced in his appointment us Governor of Azerbaijan, 
vhicre hie seems to have done exellent serviee, —H vidently very a to be on 
good terms fajesty’s Government, and hi 
Toordship that his family’s dis 
Azam, who was ansious to embry 

He spoke of the necessity of preserving the open door in South Persia in onder to 
interest as many Powers as possible in the preservation of Persian independence, and 
said that he was aware that Enghind desired trade prosperity and equal chances for all, 
while the poliey of Russia was to weaken Persia, to take lier territory, and to close the 
ioor bo all Nor compattors 

Speaking of the presence of Russian engineers in Persia, he said he had closely 
watched their proceedings in Azerbaijan, He assured me that eighteen months ago 
aan Agreement was eome to between the Sadr-i-Azam and the Russians for the construction 
of» line from Tiflis to Tabreez (with a brauch to Ardebil), and Tabreez to Ispahau, 
Phe Agreement was secret, tlough the Mushir-ed-Dowleh knew of it; but he did not 
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al and 


possihle suecessor to 
the Sadri-Azam, 
I was careful in my conversation to impress.on the Mujir that Her Majesty 
‘ernment lad no desire to sce an “English party” in oifice in Persia, and that any 
conspicuous steps in that d wonld be disadvantageous hot! to England and those 
were supposed to enjoy British patronage, 
Thave, Se. 
(Signed) CETL SPRIN 


Inclosure 1 in No. 54, 


Consil-General Woail to the Marquess of Satishurys 
(No. Secret.) 
My Lord, ‘Tadnces, June 28, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to forward, herewith inelosed, the eopy of w Memorandum 
embodying some confidential conversations held tome by some of the most trusted 

1s and advisors of His Imperial Majesty the Shah with regard to the situation 
Drought about by the Russian loan, mining anil railway Concessions to Russian subjects, 
as well as some remarks made’ by me on the leaning of the Valiand and other 
personages, 

Thayo, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL G, WOOD. 


Tuclosure 2 in No, 54, 


Memoranctiom of Conversntions with sone of the Shah's most trusted friends anit acvisers, 
with aoe remarks reading the leanings of the Valiahd and other persouages. 


(Seeret.) 
HAVING had the opportunity during the Shah's four days’ stay® at. Taln 
tiecting at Her Majesty's Consulate - General some of His Majesty's. principal 
fimetionsries, among whom two of his closest friends and contidential advisers, such 
is “Va i. 
advantage of their ¢ 
seneral sith 
1, and of the various Concessions or Agreements granted or 
entered into with the Russians, such as regarted railways, mines, Ke, and T have 
ace oi record the résumé of their conversation 
joual position oeeupied by thes gentlemen, and the fact that 
Jof our real friendship. for the country, they tora i 
F others, such as our presont Governor-General of Azerbaijan and. his 
the opposition to the present régime, ie., to the Sadi-i-Azam, ‘Their viows and 
opinions may therefore prove of some interest as matters now stand, and of some use to 
in our dealings, present or future, with the Persian Government, or rather the 
Sadr-i-Azam, 
All these personages fi e Russian Loan was brovght about 
by the sole wish and exertions of the Sadr-i-Avam, in the face of their strenuous efforts, 
iil against the personal desire of the Shah, who, they affirm, had endeavoured, 
the last moment, to obtain, through the good offices of Her Majesty’s Legation, a loan 
from England, well kuowing that English terms would te lighter, whilst all steps for 
Fecovery of interest, and even the final settlement of uccounts, would be carried out in a 
muore kindly spirit and manner than could be expected from the Russ 
‘They stated that they had vainly endeavoured to prevent, the 
Fights in Azerbaijan to a Russian Mining Syndicate, more especially on sich easy term: 
as regards voyalties and other returns, to the Persian Government, as to render the 
Coneession practically a free gitt of precious resources, 


* From 121 to 14th May.—C. G, W, 





All seemed convinced that the Sad m had, unknown to the h, entered into 
some sceret arrangements with the Tussin Gorernment as to railway Concessions 
in the southern parts of Persia, as well as in the north, and they pointed to the comings 

nd goings of the Ru rs her Vehiran, a nied by armed 
“ris of Cossacks, whilst the Sadi-i-Azam was insisting, at ti s replies to the 
as well as in his instructions to the ‘Tabreez and letters to the 
alinid,” that these people should be considered as simple travellers; that 
Jevellings of ground cavriod out by them should he obliterated, and posts or pexs removed 
whenever found. 

Tt appears, according to my: inform: 
ignorance in vezard to the Sud 
that His Majesty was much surprised and ince luring his journey to 
Mabreey, ofthe presence in Us provi nbers of Russian engineers. Tis ire an 
apprehensions were eahued in some way by the Sadr-i-Azam, who, however, hastened 
tke some. precaution nen, for the present in 
abr vanished from our and have not yet reappeared, 

‘Mo my knowledy ah t¢ Valiahd, in reply to the latter's inqu! 
to the existence of Ivy Concession to the Rnssians, that le had neither 
granted or signed any such document, 

he. Vazir-ielownayoun's” ys ignormee of the 
Sarls-i-Aunmn’s machinations, — Hey ho Avan hias areanged 
With the Russians (o come to formal and fin ments in these matters, once the 
Shah wns on Russian soil, when His Majesty more amenable to the pressure 
Whieb could there he brought to hear upon hin. 

With reward to the rensons for the Sadrieaz 1 oF attach 

¢ Russians, and his apparent abandonment of the best friends of Persia, my 
Unt the change in his feclings had heen caused by 
aris the eusl of the Tite Shah's life, and specially 
of his own fall andl exile to Kouw "during the first past ‘of the present 
ns cession to the throne, ie Sadrsi-Azom alleges. that we had, as well as 
at ty use our best efforts £0 maintain him in power against all 
18. oF oppositions y ont one engagements, the 
Hussinus were tnghie alone to stay: his fil, 

‘Theses necording ti my. informants, sucevededl whilst the Sad m was at 
“Kou,” by. promises of p ry ald, in 
convineit i 701 ins 
future for his reeal! to poser and safety 

his reiury t0 honours aud powor the Sadr. 
‘opponents, ith th 1 to the * Vazir-i-Durhan, y's nuttive phys 
anid the present Minister of Posts, the “ Vavir-i-Hoummayoun,” around whom, the oppo- 

} composed of some of the Vest and most enlightened men in the country, has ti 
ronpied tse, 

Te svoms to le an accepted fact that the “Vaziri-Durba" vould, if he so desired, 
atop into the Sadr-ieAzat's shoes at any moment ; Int, fortunately, he understands, and 
This he told me himself, that lhe does wot possess any: qualifieations for the positi 

Should th i-Azam loge his position, and, according to the general opinion of 
the various high finetionaries, accompany the Shah, ant those of this provinee, his 

return from Europe. ‘The present Governor 

“NizameessSultanch,”? is pointed out as his probable 

auceessor, His capacities sould entitle him to the position, and, being from the south 
‘of Persia, ho would prove more aceeptable to the Court and the people, 

he Nie sluineli, und his nephew, the Mujir-cs-Sultaneti, now Commander of 
the fi juijan, trom the knowledge L have gained of their sentiments and 
hopes, since their appeardice at "abreez, are thoroughly convince of our power and of 
Our inllucnee tor the ceneral good in the south of Persia, Whey have on all occasions 


© Tiva privao maorvio wn the Prinee in the beginuing of Apel {te Imperial Highness desired to know 
Jwinbat Hit L Touksl upaa these people, Ou any repiging that tu aiy knowhlge they bad been offically 
jireseoted (0 binw ak engineer, ad wekw hen occupied im prospecting and taking tev ial Hishoeas 
Ailing SW iuive How Unders from the Grest Mivister to consider thea as private [udividuals at 
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seriously protested their friendly feelings and sincore attachment towards the English 
Gorerninent, and have frankly admitted that their best interests would be, and are even 
now served, by their willing submission to and acceptance of onr predominant position 
in the south, Their vast wealth and possessions in the southern provinces give them 
great influence, not only amone the populations, but among the religious communities, 
‘They have assured me that they and their interests are entirely at the disposal of Her 
Majesty's Government, and that hey are only anxious to haye their sentiments put to 
the proof. So far they have given’ me information which { could not have obtained 
from auy other source. ‘They discovered the existence of the Secret Agreement with 
regard to railway concessions to the Russians, and have promised to furnish a cop) 

\f at any cost, 

‘This is known to Ter Majesty's Minister, as well as the offer of the Nizam~ 

ultanch in the latter part of December 1899 to the effect that should his Execlleney 
sueceed in preventing any loan being arranged with foreigners for the space of six 
months, he would undertake to rouse the populations in the south as well as in the 
north, through the religious element, to stop the acceptance of loan from Russia, as 
well as to place at the complete disposi of Her Majesty's Government, 

‘All these personages whom I have mentioned by name, as well as their best friends, 
among the higher Court officials and fimetionaries, their political followers and adherents, 
deeply deplore the present attitude of the Sadr-i-zam towards the Russians, who, they 

have found his price, and they further declare that in obtaining the Russian loan 
leliherately placed Persia in a state of hondage from which she conld never shake 

herself free through any effort of her own, Her Majesty's Government along, th 
affirm, could free the country from the present incubus, and they shoved the greatest 
iely to prove that they Were heart and soul with us for the aecomplishment of this 
object, whilst, on the other hand, they freely admit that. the pre-eminence of British 
cand influence in the land would considerably further their own interests as well 


Houmayoun.” offered, of his own accord, to keep a strict suard upon the 

nd his Russian friends, as well as upon the influences whieh may be bronght 

Tussia, in order to report confidentially to Her Majesty's 

retary of State in London, or any high offiein! at the Foreign Office, who may be 
ypointed ly his Lordship to listen to his reports, 

wc" Vazir-i-Hloumayoun,” unfortunately, does not speak Freneh, but, his trasted 

confidant the VazirieDurbar, who would probably accompany him to the Foreisu 
Office, has 1 perfect knowledge of that language, 

Ti-may be of some interest ty know that the Valiahil hns for the last years shown 
decided friendly feelings towards us, and these sentiments have heen inereased, and 
most carefully” cultivated, by onr present Governor-General, dhe Nizam-es-Sultanel, 

well as by: the latter's nephew, the Mujir-es-Sultaneh, now the * Salar Moazaam,” 
neither of whom lias left any oceasion pass without commenting upon the position held 
in the worl by the British Empire, and the advantages to be gained through the 
friendship and assistance of Her Majesty's Government. 

His Liperial Highness has displayed much more interest than [could have given 

it for in the Transvaal War, sending me handsome congratulations at the news 
of every British victory. 

His Lunperial Highness is greatly vexed with the doings of the Sadri«Azam, 
especially in the matters of railway and other Concessions, for he has understood that 
some unilerhand dealings are going on. 

‘On my part Tean confidently affirm that { haye done all_in my power to instil into 
Mis Imperial Highness’ mnind our true and disinterested friendship and sympathy for his 
country and his family; but iny efforts being unsupported by the co-operation of hi 
intimates or courtiors $0 far, owing to my inability to push them home by the only 

‘ncing proofs of friendship in Persia—the presentation of giftst—may not havo 
had the complete success which might, otherwise, have attended them, 

They have also been hampered by the inadequacy, private and official, of the 
means at my disposal, ina town and province where show iy the first title, almost, to 
consideration, and where the smallest service or honour xiven, requires a positive 
return, 


; al brother in Teiran intervened, and provente copy of thi document 
vein ale G. 

+ Levi the ksdness of His Majesty's Mister Ihave been abe, at times, to make some prevents to auch 
ficialy au ane ber of service to me —C. Ge 


[1635] j U 





‘The Valiahd, since his accession t ition as Heir Apparent, has received 


decorations from the Russian and Turkish Governments, and would be not only much 
gratified at some such distinction being granted to him, but, also confirmed in the 
wents which T have put down, as heing entertained for us, by him, 


Should the conferring of @ decoration by Her Majesty’s Government upon His 
Imperial Highness be considered inopportune for the present, « few ha 
among which a doublesbarrelled sporting rifle should be included, ought to be sent 
to him, 
His Imperial Highness is the heir presmnptive to the Throne of Persia, and may 
all goes well with him, from what Lhave heen able to gather from most’ confident 
sources, at no distant di i state of health of 
0 opportuni wueh_ of him, and to 
thoroughly convince him of our real friendship. ‘The Prince is of a stolid temperament, 
but of a much more independent, as well as of a more obstinate aud stronger turn of 
snind than his futher, for he has enjoyed move liberty of section than the former, and 
hs always. surrounded himgelf with people of lesser consequence who have been 
nore occupied ings comfortable for themselves, rather than in political 
matters or intrigt 
c, G. W. 


‘Tabreez, May 19, 1900, 





No. 5b. 


Mr. Spring- Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received August 20,) 


(No. 78.) 
My Lord, Gulhak, July 25, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lonlship that a member of the Khalij tribe, 
by name Moliamed Ali Khan, has visen up in xebellion in. the Za istrict south 
cast of Tohman, and assumed the title of Mohamed Mi Shah, 

‘he Mushirsed-Dowloh informed me Hint this personage was an ordinary robber, 
ani that he had difftoulties with his fandloed on the subject of rout. He was inquested 
hy the Government to refer these difficulties to olutn for decision, but he proferred 
0 remain in his own istrict, where tic looted ¥ aid collected taxes in his own 
niatne, ‘Ce Goycrior applied Tor assistance, and a fore of about G00 ren, with two 
wins. was dispatelied from ‘Tehran. 

Tam int ht, before the avi expedition, whieh was 
‘igpatchied by two different routes to surround the Protonder, lie was captured by a 
Colonel of iufantyy, Iskander Khan, who enticed him to Zarand, where he seized him 
i ste, ih whieh the Colonel was wounded, 

flex is now expected here, 

etmindiniry alarmist rumours in the bavanrs on the 
siihfect of this: ie oh was advised: to issie an. off 
statomont of the faets iy onler to quiet public opinion, a couse, however, which has 
not heen adopted. 

Taye, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No, 5, 
Mr, Spring Rive to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receivek August 20, 
I u! uw TT 


(No. 79. Sceret.) 
My Lord, 

L HAVE the honour to inform your Lo 
Where bread is again plentiful. ‘The recent revolt appears to have been quelled, and the 
Shah has telegraphed ordering a gratuity of te to be siven to each soldier of the 
"Yoliran garrison, 

All persons suspected of synpathizing with dhe Hakim-ul-Mulk against the Sadr 
Azain—that is, all Freemasons—have been expelled the Government and exiled from 
‘Tehran, ‘The power is in the hans of the Sopar-Selar, or Commander-in-chief, who, in 
exchange for his support, is supposed to haye a free hand in money matters. ‘The Shoa- 


Th 


es:Sultanch is ill from a nervous attack and is now living in the country, ovcastonally 
attending meetings of the Council. 

hoped that the oppo: the foreign Customs Administration is collapsing, 

m informed that in th ular press ond in the bazaars not only is the 

hie anti-foreign feeling is growing, ‘This iy no doubt 

partly owing to the fe construction and the extremely public and indiserect 

utterances of the Russian engineers who have been passing through the country, On 

the other hand, a British-Indian Shiall, who. has recently arrived here on a pilgrimage, 

informs me that on the journey he constantly heard the most violent comments on the 

hah's rule, and the wish expressed for a change in the present system of government 
oven at the expense of independence, 

Thave, &e, 
igncd) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No. 57. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Reveived August 20,) 


(No. 80.) 
Guihek, July 2, 1900. 
Tullio t the amount of 560,0004 is now at the Mint, 
snitl'is boing ly-as the impertuct machinery allows, 
On this s to the value of 220,000 have been suised, of which the 
eonevibinted 140,0002, and the Banque de Préts 80,0000 Tt is 
other loans hve been raised from Pi 
The provision far 's journey was 60,000L, in addition to a special crodit at 
aa fi stim about 40,000, remains unexpende 
1 i " a sum of about 270,000/ semaining of the 
money obtained wider the Russian Loan. 
LT have, & 
igneil) CECLL SPRING-RICE. 





No. 38, 
Mrs Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Silishiery.—( Received August 20.) 


(No. $1.) 
Gilivek, July 25, 1900, 
tlic honour to report to your Lordship in my despatch No, 63.08 the 
niceried movement has taken place in South Persin aygainst the Marit 
forms instituted! by the Belzian Administrator of the Persian Cistoms, he Persian 
wernment desire to equalize the duties imposed in all parts of Persia, and in sone 
measure to increase the d ble on Persian traders, 
The ne 
to conduct trading operations themselves or 
o allow goods belonging to foreigners to he sold or transported, 

L called on the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and in verbal and written. communications 
impressed on him that, under the ‘Treaty between Persia and England, foreign merchants 
were free to conduct trading operations in Persia after payment of the legal dues, and. 
that any loss consequent on the action of the Persian merchants, if acquieseed in by the 
Government, would constitute a claim against the Persian Government. 

Tam happy to say that, owing to the energetic action taken by the Government and 
M. Naus, foreign goods have now been liberated, and a compromise has been arranged 
vith the Persian merchants which will soon, it is hoped, lead to a settlement of the 
question, 

Py Wow oe The great laportasce to Periay ow he cnmiatcal ail political point 
of view, of the smooth and successful working of the Customs, Her Majesty's Legation 
here and Her Mojesty’s Consul-Ceneral in Bushire have acted as much as possible in 
vgreement with the Belgian officials with a view to. the solution of the present difficulty. 
Trust that such action will meet with your Lordship’s approval, 
Thayo, &e, 
(Signed) OECIL SPRING-RICE, 
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No. 59, 
Mr, Spring-Rive to the Murquess of Salishury.—(Received August 20.) 


(No, 82, Confidential.) ; 
My Lord, Guliek, July 25, 1900. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a concession granted in 1883 to 
M, Boital, a French subject, for the construction of a railway from the Caspian to the 


cl ion for a light railway to the coal mines of Feshend 
copy of which was transinitted in Mr, Kennedy's despatch No. 27 of the 20th January, 
1801. ‘This gentleman was tho subject of Sie HI, D, Wolff's despatch No. 92 of the 
26th March, 1890, and previous despatches, 

‘The inclosed Concession,” which has been offered without success to tite French, 
German (ind, 1 believe, also the Russian) Governments was communicated to me by 
M. Atuold, Superintendent of Persian posts. 

Linformed him that the éxistence of the Coneession was known to He 
Lexation, and that T should be happy to conmmicate a copy to your Lordship 
Wintormation,” ‘There vas, I said, no prospect of Her Majes 
the iilea of acquiring the Concession, 

Tam informed on inquiry that Article 18 of the original Concess 
that a stim of 100,000 ix, was to Le deposited as * eautionnement ” 

“Article 13 of the modifications of the Concession (No, 3) stipulated t 
on the Pehran: Resht line were to be completed in 1885. 

1 Government in 188, finding that the stipulations in the ori 
not licen complied with, daimed the caution money, Tt was then 
eortaincal ch the secutities deposited were of no valu 

M. Boital argues that the Concession fo 


Vein anterion to Uke Agroement of 1890 with Russia, vernment, 
However, refused (o-aveopt this view, and gave him, in lien, a Concession for the railway 
tu Shah Abdal A lie sold to npany) aud the Fused Concession 
cancelling (ie other Concessions, which are now considered as null ant void, 

Mic mining clase of the 1883 Concession, to which great importance is attached 
Dy Ml, Bollad, was annulled by the Imperial Bank's Coucession of 1830. 
7 Ne M, Doltal is nove in Barope, itis not unlikely that he will attempt to make money 
out of his suposeil rights. 

Thave, &e, 


(Signed) CROLL SPRING-RICE, 





No. 60, 


Mr Sprinysltien tothe Marquess of Satishy Received Angust 20.) 
(No. $3.) : 
My Lor, Grulhek, July 26, 1900. 
TAYE the Honour to inelose {he usual Monthly Summary of events whieh have 
recently’ taken plive ix Persia, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) €. A, SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure in No. 60. 
Mouthly Summary. 


Tehron—The city is onee more quiet, and bread, though dear, is obtainable. 
Wheat of tlie prosent Fear’s harvest is commencing to come in, 

The following changes have taken place in the Administration ;-— 

‘The Salar-uleMulk, son of the late Amir Nizam, deposed from the Ministry of Police, 
this being added to the duties of the Asaf-ed-Dowleh, Governor of the town 


+ Not priated 
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Kavam-ed-Dowleb, Vazir Lashkar, has obtained leaveto go to the Lar Valley, in the 
mountains, until the Shab's return from Europe. 

‘Phe Moaven-ed-Dowleh has been ordered to go to Khorasan or some other 
province until the Shab’s return, and is removed from the Ministry of Commerce. 

His Imperial Highness the Shon-es-Sultaneh, the son of the Shah, who represented 
his father during his absence in Europe, has been ordered (o live in the country until 
His Majesty's retum, ‘The Sipah Salali, Amir Khan, Sirdar, bas full power, and repre- 
sents the Government. 

‘A member of the Khalaj tribe, named Mohammed Ali Klian, lias risen up inv open 
rebellion against the Persian Goverment. 

Owner of a property in the Zarand district, whieh lies south-east of Tehran, he soid 
this property, and devoted the proceeds to the purchase of ms. Gathering 
together sonie eighty kinsmen and friends, he then refused to deliver up the property 

‘The Local Government was too weak (0 re Phe number of his followers 

increased; emboldened by this suecess, he assumed the title of Mohammed Ali 

length steps were taken for Lis arrest, ond Iskandey Khan, a Colonel of 

Y, living in the Zarand district, succeeded in capturing the pretender after a 

straggle, in which Iskander Khan was wounded, Mohammed Ali Khan is now being 

brought in to Tehran, 

d—A news-wriler at Karez reports that, at the commencement of June the 

Jovernor of Bakharz came to Karez, and paid a visit to the Russian offiears, who 

told him that it was proposed by the Russian Government to construct a railway: to 

Karea in about six months’ time, and to extend the line to Seistan, ‘Che Persian 
Government, the officers added, had agree to this, 

Hema at Meshed recived a telegram trom some Mullahs at Ispahan, asking 

vinst the new Customs Regulations, 

‘Travelling news-writers report the movement of troops from Merv towards Askabad, 
about 1,200 altogether, ineluding: 400 Cossac 

‘The Mery garrison was reported as 1,300 infantry and 250, cavalry, 

It is said at Shaik Junaid that the reilvay is to. be extended to Chehel-Dokhitaran ; 
seventeen railway sidings are said to exist at Shaik Junaid, 

sariter was informed that there are a considerable number of oops 
camped in the hills near Shaik Jonnid—four battalions of infantry and 600 Cossack 
the garrison actually in the place, he states, are 600 infantiy, No one is allowed to go 
into the neighbourhood of this ennip in the hills, where, it is reported, twenty guns are 
collected. 
sun hn telegeaphed to. the Governor of Khelat- 

eri, ordei r crops whieh liove been sown in contravention 
of the boundary settlen 5 

From Samarkand it is reported that large quantitios of railway and telegraph 

ial vod and sent towards Tushkend, it is believed with the abject 

ructing abrancl Tine towards Khokand and Maraildan, 

It is reported that the nons of the eapture of Pretoria and Johannesburg was read 
in duchar at Herat, 

‘Nhe garrison at Askabad is reporéed as one battalion, the remainder of the troops 
are ina camp at Firazeh, 

Floods are reported at Artik; the damage to the railway has heen considerable, 

One of cur news-writers was arrested af Shaik Junaid, and kept in confinement for 
sone forty days; an official was sent from Askabail to interrogate him, and he was kept 
with prisoners intended for Siberia, As nothing could he proved against him, he was 
finally released, 

While in confinement, he was informed by an officer that the work on the Shail 
Junaid Railway would be finished in two or three months, and that the Russia 
Government intended to take the line through Afighavistan to India, 

He was also informed that there were eleven battalions in the camp at Firuzel, 
near Askabad. 

Four steamers are now plying on the River Oxus, between Charjui and Patagisar, 
Extensive building operations are being carried on at the Jatter place, which is 
garrisoned by the 11th, 13th, and 19th ‘Turkestan Regiments. 

Ispahan.—Representatives of the Indian Goverment are purchasing mules, ‘The 
crops are fair; untimely rain did a good deal of damage to the tobacco, 

‘The Mullahs, instigated by their brethren at Shiraz, have petitioned His Imp: 
Majesty the Shah regarding the new Customs Regulations, but haye not been active 
obstructive, 
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Shiraz-—The new Governor of Fars, the Moayed-ed-Dowleh, arrived at the 
beginning of the month, 

‘The Mullahs of Shiraz been particularly active in telegraphing to their 

murues at van asking their assistance in raising agitations against the 
new Customs Regulations, but with no great success, European merchants were 
prevented from sending their goods up-country for some time, but stringent orders 
from ‘Tehran e: 

Bishire—M, Simais, the Belgian Director of Customs, bas visited the various 
ports on the Gulf, ‘The new Regulations eawe into force on the 18th of the month : 
contrary to expectation, there was no demonstration made by the merchants, but they 

od the custom-honse of all goods lying there, and no goods were hooked for the 
weekly steamer, 

‘The Persian Foreign Office Agent left Bushire for Mohammerah, it is said with 
the object of indueing the Sheikh to hand over the Customs to the Belgian 


capture of (wenty-one Martini-Henry rilles is reported from Bunder Abbas; 
they were imported from Muscat, 

Parties of Russians aro reported at Bunder Abbas and Mohammerah ; the inter. 
preter of the former party stated that there were nine parties in all travelling in Persia, 
‘The interpreter also snid thal they were sauch struck by the sreat number of modern 

sand rifles owned by dhe inhabitants of the Lar district, through which bis party 


Sristan,—A private letter from Major ‘Trench, Her Maj 

his reception by the authorities and yeople has been most friendly, He reports the 
Russian Vieo-Consul as having little or no influence, and complaining greatly’ of the 
climate, &e, 

Major ‘'ronch exprosses a ope iat the new enravan route will lead to increased 

with India, 

‘Dhe climate is Not, but the soil extremely fertile. 

‘There is plenty of water ohteinable from the River Helmund, bat the irrigat 
requires reorganizing. Ossing to existing frontier, the distribution of the water is in the 
Hands of Aiighins. 

Major french ends by expressing @ hope that at no very distant date there will 
hon railway through Seistan from India, 

Moluumerah—It, is reported that a Krench traveller ts at Bijar, in Ardila 
Kiuedistan, Me is said to be going to Shist 

everal carwvans Inve minde use of the Karan-tspahan road recently, Customs 
troubles at Bushire were perhaps the reason) of this. 

A Russian officer arrived from Bushire on the Lth June; he proceeded to 
ie steamship Malant 

Kernun.—Major Sykes reports the presence of a small party of Rus 
\listriet ; they have gone in the direction of Bais. 

‘hore is no news of interest from Tabreez, exeopt that the Kurds near 
vain uasettted state, and are raiding. 

Rowkt. I is reported from Resht that during the Inte distarbances near Astrabad 
Jhrow Russian subjects ( east were blow ans Governor, 


ined V, SCHNEIDER, Captain, 
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uly %, 1900. sistant Military Attaché. 





No. 61. 
‘Phe Marquess of Salishury to Mr. Spring-Rice. 


(No. 65. Confidential.) 
Sin Foreign Office, lugust 22, 1900. 
IN my despatch No, 87 of the 2nd ultimo Tapproved your proposal to postpone, 
as far-as possible, in your dealings with the Persian Government, energeti 
with regard to any pending questions until after the return of the Shah. 
T transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Tudia Oflice® relative to 
suggestion of the Government of Tudia that, as the recent Teussian Toan has pre= 


* Xo. 45. 
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‘red. 
J} leave it to your discretion whether to wait for the Shah’s return before moving 
in the matter. 
Tam, &e, 
signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 62. 
Tndlia Office to Foreign Office—(Received August 23.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India. presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for tho intormation of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
in Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter of the 2nd August regarding the 
itrigue of the Chief of Abu Dhabi with the Darya Bewi, 

Tudia Ofice, August 22, 3900, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 62, 


Lieulenant-Colonel Kembiall to Government of Indias 


Bushire, July 16, 1900. 

TL HAVE the honour t pt of your letter, dated the Ath 
June, on the subject of the intrigue which the Darya Begi has been earrying on with 
tie Chiof of Abu Dhabi, and to forvard, for your information, w translation of the 
seply received by we from the Chief in answer to my letter to him, asking for an 
explanation of his conduct, ‘This explanation is, { think, satisfactory in so far as his own 
action was concerned, 

Certain of his subjects have claims against x Persiin subject, and secing that we 
Jiave found it impossible to obtain any satisfaction from the Persian authorities in, the 
mailer of a claim which one of our subjects tins against this same Persinn subject, 
and, moreover, have not been able to assist the Chief of Abn Dhabi in the matter of the 

ins of his subjects, C do not think that we can blame the Chief for trying lo obtain 
redress by his own methods, 1 intend, howove e to hin in acknowledgment of 
is letter, and to inform hin that he should sof have accepted the Firman and preyont 
from the Persian Goverment without my kuowledge and approval, and that he should 
lic careful not (o make « similay mistake in future, 

F have little doubt that the Darya Begi hed the ulterior motive in 

L esplained’ in my provions letter on the subject, when he obtained the 
present alluded to above and sent them to the Chief, T have addressed a despateh 
on the subject to Her Majesty's Chargé d@’Auires at ‘Teliran, and 1 send herewith 
copies of this despatel and of the Royal Firman addressed to the Chiel of Abu Dhabi for 
your information, 

3, Regarding the adoption of a special fag by the Chief of Abu Dhabi, his 

ject in adopting this flag is, to the hest of my belief, to secure his boats from being 
interfered with by the Persian authorities, and the explanation given in my previous 
letter is probably correct. 

My predecessor intended to discuss this matter with the Chief of Abu Dhabi 
during his last visit to the Arab Coast, but I understand that the Chief was ill and the 
matter could not be taken up. 

‘The question is, in my opinion, of some importance, but 1 sce no satisfactory 
way of disposing of it except after personal discussion with the several 'Trucial C 
anil T would suggest that the matter should be taken up when the Resident next 
the Arab Coast, 

Tam doubtful if the Treaty on the subject can be cousidered to be binding on 
the present Chiefs, and Tam not quite certam what particular objection exists to the 
ailoption of a special tlag by any of the ‘Trucial Chiefs, and how such action is viewed 
by the other Chiefs, 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 62. 
Sheikh Zaid-bin-Khalifah to Lieutenont-Colonel Kemball, 


(After complimenis.) 28 Safar. 1B18 (June 26, 1900). 
THAVE received yourlotter, dated the 7th May, and was much pleased to read the 
news of your soil health ‘ou had heard of the exchange of 


at and my 

Tn reply, L most respectfully hex to state-that— : 

Tam always trae to the bonds of friendsliip and to the terms of all the 
es existing hotween the British Government and myself—far from inconsistent an 
changing. 

1 have neither, directly nor indirectly, entered into ay agreement or corre~ 

Persian Goverment. 
tercourse between myself Darya Bogt is that, 
-ceaphired Ling, I had heard of certain highshanded proceedings of his on the 
people of the Arab Const, and seeing that the protection of my subjects was incumbent 
on me, and Heine desisons not to trouble the Resident exeept on very important matters, 
Heenuse, under all circumstances, E count myself dependent on God, and, atter that, o1 
tho British Government, I considereil it advisable to soud a horse to the Darya Begi, and 
this fact restored a fi ase and security we my people. 

4. The Resi aware of the aifnirs existing hetween Abdun Nabi-bin- 
Abbas and my people, eated them of sim of 60,000 dollars, 

L wrote to Abdul Latit-bin-Abdar Raliman, the Reside t, Shargah, and 
asked him for jee, anil Fag | hint to. show me sone way with ‘iew to seenring 
the tights of my suljeots, if replied that he will report the ease to the Resident and 
communicate the result to me in due course, 

‘Asn vonsiderable time pasted ater that, and i 
fesult, T remiined in a stale of po 


the Daya Be ¢ that, perhaps, he may force Abdin Nabi 
righty of my people. 


r tome that tis matter would) reach such a stage as tho objects 
which forced me to-open up communication with the Darya Bexi are mauitest, Te was 
in Connestion with the allah of Abdun Nabi that the men were sent to the Darya Bezt 
and not for any other fraportant question, 
»} not enturtain any iden about me, snd, please God, nothing will take place 
Hands which will cause an infringement of the ‘Treaty obligations. 
1 um always obidicnt to your commands and realy to give elfeet to your wishes. 


Tnelosure 8 in Ni 
Litntenont-Colonel Kembali to Mr, Spring-Bicee 


Bushirey July 7 18000, 

L HAVE the honour to forwant copies of correspondence which bas passed 
Hetweon me and the Government of toilia, on the subject of certain dealings which 
the Darya Boxi has lately had with the Chief of Abu Dhabi, one of the ‘Trucial 
Chiotis on the Aral Coast of the Persian Gulf under the political charge of this 
Residency, 

It appears that, in vecordanee with the request of the Darya Begi, a sword of 
honour was the Persian Governnient, tozether with a Royal Firman, to the Chie!. 
A copy of this Vitman is forwarded herewith for your inspection. 

‘There is little doubt that the Darya Besi's ulterior motive in the matter is to 
detach the Chief of Abu Dhabi from” the other ru : ion with, 
recent events at Lingah, and as the action of the Persian Government has created a 
feeling of unrest among the other Trucial Chiefs, 1 would suggest, for your c 
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sideration, that it might be as well to inform the Persian Government that, in view 
of the relations which exist between the Trucial Chicfs and the British Government, 
any interference on the part of the Persian Governor of Bushire in the affairs of any: 
of the Trucial Chiefs, is likely to give rise to complications which it is advisable to 


Inclosure 4 in No, 62. 
Firman from His Majesty the Shah, to Sheikh Zaid-bin-Khalifah, Chief of Abu Dhabi 


Ta the Name of the mercial God, 
(Royal seal.) 

SINCE the valuable services, merits and aptitude of Sheikh Zaid-bin-Khalifah, the 
Sheikh of Sheikhs on the Arab Coast, have been represented to us, and he deserves to 
he shown favour, therefore, in order to grant his desite, we, at the request of his 
Excellency Ahmed Khan, the Darya Begi Amir ‘Toman, Governor of Gulf Ports, and 
the recommendation of his Highness Mirza Ali Asghar’ Khan, the Sadr-ieAzam, have 
deen pleased {o distinguish him by conferring upon him a sword of the second class, 90 
that he may be proud of it and continue his services, 

Dated in the month of Rabjeus-Sani, 1317, 


(Seal of Sadr-i-Azam,) (Seal of Darya Begi.) 





No. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received August 29.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presenta his compliments to the Undere 
Scoretary of State for Forvign Adluirs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton, 
forwards herawith information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
Government of India’s Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 2ud August, respecting, 
AM Goguyer’s visit to Su 

India Office, August 


Tnelosure in No. 63. 


Captain Cox to Government of 


aguiyer’s visit to Si 

temporary bailiff employed by Her Britannie Majesty's 
at Museat, states :— 
“Twas depnted by the Court a few days ago to 0 in civil summons at 
Sur. Left here the sume day that M: Goguyer d, and reached Sm four days 
later, While there I lodged with the principal British-Indian. trader, by name daitau, 
d during my stay in the plice learnt the followin jon reene y Goguyer's 
visit to Surs— 
“He arrived in the carly morning, and, on landing, requested a Seedi, whom he 
mep on the strand, to conduct him to the house in which M. Ottavi had. previously 
lodged. He was thereupon conducted to the house of Ali-bin-Khatmis, but found the 
premises locked up, the owner being away at his garden residence w little way inland. 
Goguyer, therefore, rested outside the premises, while the Seedi seut a messenger to th + 
relative of Aii-bin-Khamis with whom the key had bee left, ‘The latter hesitated aus 
to whether, in the absence of Ali, he should open the premises or not, but after two or 
three hours’ delay, during which he consulted with the Sheikhs of his tribe, he decided 
to send Goguyer the key. Goguyer having entered the premises and arranged his kit, 
went over to Shei uhammad-bin-Mubarak’s house, and asked to see him and 
Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Saeed, who accordingly received him, Goguyer said: ‘When the 
Sultan and the British Consul came here to get your flags, did they tise any compulsion 
to cause you to act as you did?’ The Sheikhs replied: ‘Nond whatever. On. the 
contrary, ‘we resigned the flags of our own free will.” Goguyer continued : ‘I you 

(1035) iy, 
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were harassed or compelled into returning them, teli me about it, and we, French, will 
then give you any help you require,’ ‘The Sheikhs persisted that their action had been 
volu nd added that it was of no use pursuing the conversation further, 

had anything further to say would call upou him and 

then returned to his lodging ile the two Sheikhs above mentioned 
assembled the other Elders, aud arva no one should visit him er entertain him 
fo fe of ae ng themselves, Goguyer waited another day without, anybody 
seeing him (bis own servant during that tim anging his food and water), and ot 
sone ie be ree time arranging for his food and water), and on 

a, The Kari of 

me subjec : after consultation, came to the conclusion that 

principh would not allow them to refuse Goguyer a lodging, but they 

deterinine him, and left him “like a friendless stranger" to look after 

Ho. then gives precisely the same account of Gognyer’s visit to Sheikhs 

and Abdulls-bin-Sueed, aw related by Juma-bin-Shambei, and concludes by 

wing, “ Thns bas the house whieh it has taken the French Consul five years to build 
con demolished hi Feysul innutes.” 

4. Of the two Sheikhs above mentioned, Mubammad-bin-Mubarak is the biggest of 
the Jenmucbch Elders who reside permanently in Sur, and was until the recent incident 
the French protége of the lougest standing, Abdulla-bin-Saved is. much younger man, 
‘and has neyer neh papers, hut has strong influence in all tribal matters in Sur. 

Thave, & 
(Signed) P. % CO. 


No. 64. 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received August 25.) 
Sir, India Office, August 24, 1900. 
IN continuation of my letter of the 12th August on the anes of te grant ofthe 
Fronch flag to Suri dhiows, Lam disected by Lord George Hamilton to request that y 
will lay hicfove the Marquess of Sulishury the inelosed copy of a letter from the Govern 
ment of India. : 

Lord George Hamilton understands that the French Governnient vessel * Deime,” 
iow on her way to Muscat to estublish a eoal store, will proceed to Sur to inquire whether 
hows with French papers have bccn implicated in the Slave Trade. In these circum— 
stances, it appears to be a question whether Her Majesty's Government might not with 
aulvantage invite the attention of the French Government to the circumstantial statement, 
monde fn the Gth paragraph of Captain Cox’ letter of the 18th June last, that 460 sla 
were imported into Oman during the past season in dhows flying the French Hag, 
commanded by the following persous: AlicbineK halfan, Hamed-bin-Masuilam, and Ali= 
h wed, ull of the Jenebeh tribe, and, as such, subjects of the Sultan of Muse Alb 
itiese slaves are said to have come when M. Ottavi was present in Sur, and it 
svems difficult to believe that he was not aware of what took place, 

Captain Cox also reports, in the 7th purageaph of his letter, certain eases in which 
the formalities prescribed hy the Brussels Act have heen omitted in the grant of papers by 
Rreuch authorities, S 

Lord George Hamilton would further suggest, for Lord Salisbury’s consideration, 
Whether this opportunity might not also be taken to endeavour to clicit from the French 
Government « statement of their position in regard to those Articles of the Brussels Act 
to which they have signified their odhesion, as affected by their reservation of 
Articles XXL to XXIH, which defines the same, &e., within which the Act, as a whole, 
Js operative, 

In the meantime, the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf and the Political Agent at 
Muscat have heen instructed in the sense of the telegram to the Viceroy of the 20th July 
last, which was forwarded to you on the same day, ‘ 


Lam, &¢, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 64, 


Gorernnient of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 
(Secret. 
My Lond, Sinla, July 26, 1900. 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with your Lordship’s Secret telegram, 
dated the 20th July last, and in compliance with the request contained in your Lordship’s 
Secret despatch, dated’ the 24th November, 1899, we have the honour to forward 
copies of the papers described in the inclosed list, which include a Report. by Captain 
Car, Political Agent. at Muscat, regarding the methods pursued by the French Consular 
officals in granting the French flag to Suri and other dhows. 

> (We regret that we are unable to furnish any precise information as to the 
particular Law of Frauee, or other Regulation, tunder which the French Consular officials 
Tet in granting the flag, but we consider that Captain Cox Iins given ample evidence to 
prove tat M- Oltavi must be aware that dhows carrying the French lag and French 
Papers are engaged in the Slave Trade, and that the French officials systematically disregard 
the provisions of Articles XXV and XXX of the Brussels Act. 

'3, The Proclamation recently issued by His Highness the Sultan of Muscat, in which 
he refuses to recognize in his territory French flags and papers given to his subjects 
Without his permission, hns to some extent obviated the necessity for further action at 
present. But in order to provide ogainst the recurrence of abuses similar to, those 
Reseribed in Captain Cox? Report, it will be advissble, in our pinion, to explain the 
matter fully to the French Government through the ordinary diplomatic channel, We 
‘vould invite particular attention to the remarks made by Captain Cox regarding the 
Ambiguity which results from the reservations made by the French Government in regard 
fo certain Articles of the Brussels Act, and we would urge that a definite understanding, 
Should now be arrived at rezarding the extent to which the French Consular officials in 
‘Oman and elsewhere are to be regarded as bound by those provisions of the Act which 
relate to the repression of the Slave Trade and the grant of flags and protection to native 

sels, 

4. The letters from. the Political Agent at Museat, dated the 2nd and ard 

respectively, contain information regarding a visit recently pald ta Sur by M, 
on behalf of the French Consul, in connection with the surrender by certain Suri 
‘nhabitants of their French papers of protection, We recognize that the presence of 

‘at Muscat is productive of intrigue, and that, in view of his non-ofticial 

terferenee in local politics requires some explination, We do not, however, 
Propose to cause any advice to be given to the Sultan on this subject until we receive 
farther instructions from Her Majesty’s Government. 

‘Phe directions contained in your Lordship’s Secret telegram, dated tho 20th July 
last, have been duly communicated to our Political Resident in the Persian Golf, for the 
cuidance of himself and of Captain Cox. 

We have, &e. 
igned) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
B. I, 1, COLLEN. 
ALC, HREVOR, 
©) M, RIVAZ, 
, RALEIGH, 
¥, FG, LAW, 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 64. 


Last of Inclosures in Secret Despatch, dated July 26, 1900, from the Government 
of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 





Nos wiliDale ot Paper: | Free whee ord kom, | ie. 
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No, 139, dated, the ul| From the Politeal Agent} Doings of B Goguyer. 
000, with inclor| at Muscat 


‘lated the shed) Fro 
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(Signed) I. DALY, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 


[For Inclosure 8, see Inclosures 6 to 22 in No. 49] 





No. 65. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received August 28.) 


MHE Under. of State { ents his compliments to the Under- 
ry of State vign Af y dixection of Lord George Hamilton, 
nd herewith, f n of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure int 


nent of Tudia Forcign Seeretary’s letter of the Oth August, regarding Muscat 
allnivs, 


India Office, August 97, 1900, 
Tnolosure 
Captain Cov to 
(Relegraphic.) 


YOUN telegram of the 21st July to Resident 
Mu 


i pt 
ie words in Edict translated “do not x 
recognize.” Same conjuy 





No. 66. 
India Office (n Foreign Office—(Received August 29.) 


India Office, August 28, 1900, 
REVERTING to the concluding paragraph of your letter, dated the 17th July 
last, on the subject of the return to the Sultan of Muscat of certain French papers 
to liis subjects, Tam directed to inclose, for the information of the Marquess 
am, dated the 26th August, received from the Vi 
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Tam to add that, so far as the Secretary of State for India is aware, the Com- 
mander of the ‘*Dréme” is mistaken in respect of the alleged understanding, and in 
is connection I am to invite attention to your letter dated the 18th July. 1am to 
inquire what instructions the Marquess of Salisbury would desire to have sent to the 
Viceroy. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Tnelosure in No, 66. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 


(Welegraphic.) August 26, 1900, 

“DROME” arrived at Muscat 18th August. 

Ottavi and Commandant adopted threatening attitude towards Sultan, and 
demanded return by him of papers given up Sec Cox! No. 829, 30th June, 
in Scerctary’s No. 28, 12th July, Sultan refused, Commandant informed Cox that 
French Ambassador had told Lord Salisbury that “Drome” was sont to Museat to 
compel restitution of the protective papers, and that there was an understanding with 
Lord Salisbury to that effect. Tam instructing Cox that Sultan's attitude in refusing 
compliance with demand seems correct; that Sultan should not refuse to discuss 
doubtful or disputed cases with the French, and if he cannot: agree with them it 
would be prudent to ask for statement of their ease in writing, 





No, 67. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received! August 30.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for the inforination of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in Government 
of India Foreign Seertarys letter of the Oth August respecting French coating facilities at 
luseat, 

A copy of a telegram of inquiry addressed to the Viceroy on the 28th instant is also 
appended. 

India Office, August 28, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 67. 
Captain Cox to Government of India, 


(Confidentiat,) Muscat, July 28, 1900, 

UHAVE the honourto attach copies en clair of two Confidential telegrams dispatched 
to your address on the 26th and 28th instant vid Jask and Kurrachee respectively. 

2. On the 30th June, after our first visit to Makalla, at which he said he was unable 
to give any final answer, MI. Ottavi wrote to me : 

«++. Je demande” (i.e, from M. Deleassé) “en méme temps les pouvoire 
nécessaires pour rézler définitivement ayee yous cotte question” (i.e, the partition) “et 
celle de l'érection du mur de séparation. . , . .” 

On the 28rd July he wrote 

“ Fai recu la réponse de Paris. Je puis terminer avec: vous sur place la question du 
partage. . . 

We accordingly proceeiled to the cove together the seme evening, and finally disposed 
of the question there and then in the manner reported in my telegram dispatched to yu 
two days later by the up-Gulf mail to Jusk. During. these two days I had arranged, at 
M. Ottavi’s request, with the Banian coal contractor to build the wall, and work had been 
started, ‘The slight concession which I made to him was to allow him more room for 
Putting foundations on the north bank of the dry water-course for the bridge he proposes 
to build over it. 


[1635] 4 
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4, I imagine that M. Ottavi must have received some ne the mail which arrived 
and left on the 25th, which caused him to change front as he did. On the 26th July he 


is bien compris Ia réponse (€égraphique de mon Gouvernement. 

ir que je ne suis pas en mesure de rézler Ia question du partage de 

# définitivement, mais que je puis la résler seulement ad referendum. 

+ «Je vous prie de vouloir bien accepter toutes mes excuses pour Verreur que j'ai 
nmnise, &e, « . . 

M, Ottavi informed me later that his orders from M. Delcassé ran :— 

«Je vous autorise & vous entendre avec votre collégue d’Angloterre ” (then follows 
another group of five figures). 

He maintains that this sroup, as telegraphed, is unintellisible, but that presuming 
there is only an error of one figure, the group could represent ad referendum, He 
ailmitted that he had had the telegram some days (ten days as a matter of fact), and that 
he had not taken any steps before rd to get the unintelligible word 
repeated, and T pointed out to him that he was going out of his way to presume that the 
missing word was just the opposite to what he protessedly wanted, 

It is inconceivable to me that a man of his astuteness should have written his letter 
to me of the28rd July above quoted, with the knowledge that a group in his cypher 
orders was unintelligible to him; und in spite of his assurances that he has no personal 
desive to alter the arrangement made between us, I cannot help doubting his bona fides in 
the matter, 

4. 1 have thought it necessary to trouble Government with these details for two 
Yensons :— 

(1,) That it may not be thought that T sent my telegram of the 25th instant without 
due grounds; and 

(2) ‘That although it may turn out that M. Ottavi's motives in his present change of 
front are ingentious, the explanation which he gives warrants the inference that they are 
not, It seemed to me, however, that our negotiations might be brought to a deadlock, 
and that no good object would be served by my refusing personally to accept them, 
Govern doubtless do so or not as they think expedient. 

5, Since writing the above, I learn from the Sultan’s Vazir, Soiyid Saeed, that Abdul 

iz, the French Consul’s Dragoman, visited him this morning and informed him in the 
course of conversation that M. Ottavi was is to get our shed No. 2 as well as 

, ready equipped for the storage of coal, I cannot say whether Abdul Aziz has 
accurately represented his master's views, but in any case respectfully urge the extreme 
undesirability of receding from the position at present taken up in the slightest degree, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 67. 
Captain Cox to Government of India, 


(Uelegraphie.) Muscat, July 25, 1900. 
DETAILS of the pattition of Makalla Cove amicably arranged with French Consul. 
My plan accepted, but, in order to mect particular requirements of French Consul, 1 
consented to place the wall altogether on our side of line SX, on condition that question. 
‘was considered thereby finally disposed of, 
‘Wall nove in progress at our joint expense. 


1 hope Government of India will not object to the above-mentioned unimportant 
concession. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 67, 
Captain Cox to Government of India, 


(Welegraphic.) 
IN continuation of my telegram of the 25th July : 
On the evening of the 80th June, after my telegram hai been dispatched to you, 
French Consul wrote to me that he has telegraphed Paris regarding powers to settle the 
partition outright with me, and on the 28rd July wrote to me that he has received 
necessary instructions, and can now terminate question of partition and wall, 


Muscat, July 28, 1900. 
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Accordingly, wwe met again on tlie spot, and concluded the negotiations, as reported: 
in my telegram of the 25th July. 

‘Phe following day French Consul wrote to me that he now found that he has 
misinterpreted his Minister’s onders, and that he was not so fully empowered, and mast 
again refer to Paris by letter, He subsequently explained that his Minister's instructions 
‘were in cypher, and that last group was unintelligible, and that he now feels sure that it 
must represent the phrase ad referendum. Seeing that he received the telegram about the 
13th July, and took no steps for the purpose of getting unintelligible group repeated, and 

imply guesses this interpretation among so many possible permutations, there appears 

doubt as to his bona fides, although he ayers that he does not repudiate our 

arrangement personally. I would therefore respectfully suggest that Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs be requested to inquire what powers were. given to Rrencli Consul, and if 

full powers not already given, request that he may be empowered by telegram nt once. If 

this is not done, French Consul can always recant or delay any arrangement made 
with me. ‘ 

1 request that I may be informed as soon as he is fully empowered. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 67. 
Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) India Office, August 22, 1900, 
GAPTAIN COX'S telegram of the 28th July, of which copy inclosed in Secretary's 

letter of the 2nd August, alters situation reported in your telegram of the 27th July, 

repeating his telegram of the 26th July. Am L to understand that nothing has altered the 

eoal-shed settlement reported in. your egram of the 27th July, and approved in 
telegram of the 9th August ? 





No. 68. 


Indlia Office to Foreign Office (Received cugust 80.) 

N continuation of this Office's letter of the 28th August, the Under-Secretary of 
State or Tas presents his compliments to the Under-Secretiry of State for Foreign 
‘Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information 
of the Secretary of State, copy of telegram from the Viceroy, dated tho 30th August, 
regarding the settlement of the coaling difficulty at Muscat. 

Tudia Office, August 30, 1900, 


Tnolosure in No. 68, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


August 30, 1900. 


(Telegraphic) 
FOUR elegram of the 26th August, Muscat coal-shed, x 
Settlement approved in your telegram of the 9th August was finally ratified by 
Otta 

rraater telegram feom Cox inclosed in Secretary’ letter of the 16th August.* 





No. 69. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential. 


Sir, Foreign fies, agua 3 1000. 
* T HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 28th ins 

indus copy of a telegram from the Vicoroy of India lative toa demand made 

by the Commander of the French man-of-war  Drdme” to the Sultan of Muscat for 


* Duo Soptember 3, 
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the delivery to him of the Freneh protective papers handed over to the Sultan by 
fom of the inlubitants of Su 
rd Salisbury would sugzest, for the consideration of Her Majesty's Secretary 
State for India, that the instructions ths Viceroy to the British Agent te 
‘Muscat in regard to this matter, as reported in his telegram, should be approved. 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ¥, HW. VILLIERS, 





No. 70, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Seplenber 1.) 


Sir, India Office, August 3 
TN continuation ofmy letter of the eth August, Vacs eoestea te tak Ce 
Hamilton to request that you will Iay before the Marquess off Salisbury the inclosed 
copy ol x telegram which lias been recived from the Viceroy relative to the 
pee ngs of the Hrench Consul and the Commanding Officer of the “ Drime” 
seats 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 


—— 


Tnelosure in No, 70. 


Government of Tnilin to Loed George Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic,) 
“HY tologram 20th August. 
Following from Cox 


“ With reference to the three other issues, Museat [ric], two of the owners have 
come here, and, after receiving thelr articles from Sultan, have porsoually handed them 


Angust 30, 1900. 


‘over to French Consul, ‘The third m: ri Meanwhile h ermit remains 
with Sultan, On arrival of dhows ing: tricolours, Sultan in pk ener 
hand them to French Consul. ‘They plied that they feared to do this presence 
French gun-boat, but promised to adhere to their undertaking to give them up at port 
of rogistry. Sultan accepted their word for the present, but has recorded a strong 
protost to French Consul against his action, as being inimieal to his independence.” 
Cox had proviously reported that the French steamer, while returning from Sur 
to Muscat, hud met Suri dhows, and kad brought them into port flying the tricolour. 





No. 71, 


Consul Shipley to Sir N. O'Conor—(Received at Foreign Office, September 8.) 


Cay 28, Confidential.) 
ir, Bussorah, July 31, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that Sheikh Yustf-el-Thrahim 
of Dora, who, as Your Exeelle will recollect from Mr. Wratislaw’s despatch No. 22. 
of the 22nd April, 1599, was obliged to leave the country some four years ago in 
consequence of an attack made by him on Sheikh Mubarek of Koweit, has recently 
Spee the Vali of Bussorh ‘through the medium of Ibu Reshid, the Emir of 

ej, with a view of obtaining the Imperial pardon, ‘To the overtures made on that 
occasion by the Fi his Excellency replied that the Sheikh must address himself to 
him, Mohsin | Pasha, directly, which he has accordingly now done. 

His petition, however, which as just been received, does not seem to have 
advanced his cause very mich, ax the Governor-General has stated confidentially to 
my Dragoman that it was of so ambiguous and unsatisfactory a nature that he did not 
intend to take further action on it. i 

The mutter is not without a certain interest, in view of the fact that Sheikh 
Yusuf, as pointed out by Mr, Wratislaw in his despatch above alluded to, is one of the 
chief supporters of the nephews of Mubarek, and consequently the latter’s enemy. 
As the relations, howeyer, between the Governor-General and ‘Sheikh Mubarek are 
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apparently of the most friendly and cordial nature, it is to be supposed that should 
Sheikh Yusuf eventually obtain his pardon, a sutistactory guaranteo will be taken that 
his attack upon Koweit will not bé renewed. 

‘While in this connection, I may mention that a cuxious xeport has been current in 
‘Turkish official circles at Bussoral: to the effect that Sheikh Mubarek had bought and 
imported into his district a large quantity of Martini rifles and ammunition from the 
Sheikhs of Museat and Barein, My Dragoman, on belng asked by the Governor 
General whether he liad heard anythiig of sneh a report, replicd that he knew nothing 
abou 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) i. ?, SHIPLEY, 





No. 72, 
Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received September 8.) 


Sir, Admiralty, August 80, 1900. 

TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, extract: 
from a letter from the Commanding Officer of Her Majesty's ship" Sphinx,” dated the 
16th June last, reporting the visit of the Sultan of Muscat to Sur in that vessel, 

A similar letter lias been sent to the India Office, 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) H, J. VAN SIPEART NEALE, 


Inclosure in No. 72. 
Commander Phillips to Adiniralty, 


(Extract.) “ Sphinay” June 16, 1900, 

ON tho 7th instant 1 embarked Captain P. Z. Cox amd His Highness the Sultan 
of Muscat, and proceeded to Karyat, a small town 40 miles south of Muscat, where T 
anchoged for the night. His Highness disembarked and remained on shore, re- 
cmbatting in tho toming, and | proseedod 8% ar tor Sur ab which plas 1 
anchored at 1230 pat, on the Sth instant. ‘The object of His Highness’ visit to Sur 
was to interview his subjects, not having been there for eight or ten years, and also to 
make them understand that the practice of taking French papers of naturalization 
was most obnoxious to him and harmful to his suzerainty, and to persuade them, 
if possible i ndly way o from the practices. Hie also wished to find out 
how his Wali was getting on there, who has only recently been appointed, 

2, Tt has been the habit of the French Consul at Muscat to visit Sur annually, 
remaining a month or so, to overhaul and verify the papers of his so-called protégés, 
and to foster French aims in Sur, which are well known to our Government. 

3. Her Majesty's Consul went to Sur to interview the British subjects (Bunniahs), 
of whom there are about twenty-five, and to settle some disputes between them, 

4. The Sheikhs of the two tribes inhabiting Sur visited us both on board the 
‘Sphinx, and theto visits were returned. “Beyond thit wo had no dealings with 
them, 

5. I proceeded to Muscat to mect the mail-steamer on the 18th, leaving Mer 
Majesty’s Consul at Sur, and returned immediately on the arrival of mail, 

6. [hear His Highness the Sultan, as a result of his visit, has received a voluntary 
and spontaneous documentary undertaking from his subjects repudiating French 
protection, and expressing their intention,of returning their papers and flags. 

7. Lre-embarked Her Majesty's Consul and His Highness the Sultan at 8 A.t, on 
the 14th instant, and conveyed them to Muscat, where I arrived the sume evening, 

8, [have the honour to inelose copy of Captain Cox’ requisition for passage, also 
separate Report and copy of requisition for firing a salute of twenty-one guns to His 
Highness the Sultan on his landing from Her Majesty's ship under my command 
at Sur.* Captain Cox informed me that it was the wish of the British Government 


+ Not printed. 
[isa. 
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that His Highness the Sultan should be conveyed to Sur in Her Majesty's ship 
“Sphinx.” 

9. I lear that the French Consul has already telegraphed to his Government that 
the Sheikhs nominally under French protection had been forced by the Sultan to 
deliver up their papers and flags, which is absolutely untrue. 





of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
tary of State for Mairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of an inclosure 
in Foreign Secretary's letter from the Government of India, dated the 16th August, 
relating to the use of the French flag by Suri dhows. 
India Office, September 8, 1900. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 


Captain Cox to Government of India, 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Muscat, August 6, 1900, 
IN forwarding copy em clair of n tolegram dispatched to you on the 2nd instant, 
I havo the honour to add some further explinatory observations with a view to cleari 
up any misapprehension which, as scoms possible from the terms of the Secretary of 
State's telogram, the papers already forwarded may have conveyed. 

2. he essence of the sentiments which prompted Mis Highness the Sultan when 


he wrote his reply to the Suris, and subsequently notitied the Consuls, was «Let 
‘inst 


hygones he bygones, but T intend to prov of this state of 
things in the future,” I regret if any unnoticed ambiguity in the translation of the 
Edict conveyed the wrong impression referred to, but 1 trust that the further papers 
since received have now satisfied Goverumont that it was never the Sultan's intention 
that {he Edict should have any retrospective effect. 

8. Tt may be noted too, ns throwing light on the Sultan's intention, that all the 
owners of French flags at Sur had discarded their French protection, and the o 
other person in the Sultan’s territory who has French papers is the man Salim 
Muhammad of Suweyk on the Batinch Coast (owner of the “titre” inclosed 
in a previous letter), and he had been here just before and bad left 
unmolested, after showing his les to the Sultan; although, if the latter 
ad ever meditated any retrospective visitation, h ly have coerced Salim, 
who is a solitary Hrench protégé living in the midst of a considerable community of 
the Sultan’s loyal subjects. Lt will be realized therefore that, at the time the Sultan 
wrote to the Consuls, there was no foreign flag-holder existing to whom the Sultan 
could, actually, or in the opinion of the local public, have had any intention of apply- 
ing the spirit of the Edict retrospectively. In order, however, that the doubts of Mer 
Majesty's Government upon this point may be entirely set at rest, His Highness has, 
in accordance with the advice proffered, promulgated the Ediet to his subjects in the 
terms set forth in the Secretary of State’s telegram, except that, instead of partien- 
Invising the “French Government,” he has stated “the Government from which the 
articles have been taken.” T attach copy, for information, of the Edict as 
promulgated, 

4, My anxiety that the merits of the cage should not be jeopardised by any whole 
or partial misunderstanding of the Sultan’s action as represented by me, must be my 
apology for troubling Goyernment with these details. 


a1 


Inclosure 2 in No. 7: 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


‘elographie, Muscat, Augyst 2, 1900. 
Creer eet gram of 2 {July to Resident. Sultan of Museat advised accordingly, 
but Secretary of State's telegrat of 20th July implies a misapprehension. I subinit 
that. the papers on the subjegt make it quite evident that action and Edict of Se 
subsequent to reception of voluntary Sur document, very purely prospective, Arabic 
word in Edict translated “do not recognize” equally well rendered ‘will not 
recognize.” Same conjugation represents present and future here, 


{nclosure 8 in No 


Notification, 

Mh lation.) 7 
CTE VE observed tha my subjects, owing to their want of understanding, take 
flags and papers fron a forvign Power, andl by racans of them wequie an appearance 
of protection, This they have done in the past ; but such a thing should not hay 
jn tho future, You should understand that this is contrary to the rights and action of 
ait ould be known to you that T will not recognize such flags and papers in my 

ions, and from this day Twill not allow any person to take them without my 
permission and leave given in writing, in accordance with the ‘Treaties existing between 
Incand the foreign Powers. So that this may not remain hidden, and Saluams, “Written 
on the 16 Safar 1318 15th June, 1900. 


‘Written by Feysal-hinefurki, 
(Seu) 
Bo it clearly known to you that this Notification will come into force from the 
with Sa ar (16th Juno), id that as regards the papers, about which there is a doubt 


as to when they w inquiries will be made in communication with the Power: 
from which they 





No. 74. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received September 4.) 


WINIT reference to this Office letter of the 80th ultimo, the Under-Seoretary of 
State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilfon, forwards herewith, for the 
information of the Secretary of State, copy of an inclosuro in the Foreign Secrotary’s 
letter from the Government of Tndia, dated the 16th August, relating to the French 
coal dept at Muscat. 

India Office, September 3, 1900. 


Tnolosure in No. 74, 
Captain Cor to Government of India, 
(‘Pelegraphic, Muscat, August 9, 1900. 
FERENGI Consul having reccived farthor orders by telegraphs, in oficial 


communication, finally ratified, on behalf of the French Government, partition of 
Makalla, in the manner reported in my Secret telegram of the 26th July. 


— 





ry.— (Received September 4.) 


Tehran, September 4, 1900. 


Nizam-es-Sultanch thinks it better to await Sadr-i-Azam’s return, when he will do 
all he ean to obtain written permission for landing rights. Facilities for eustom-house 


ees as a quid’ pro quo for the written permission. T have informed 





No. 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Spring-Rice, 


A Foreign Office, September 4, 1900. 
ved your despatch No. 81 of the 25th July last, relative to the 
inst the tariff reforms instituted by Mf, Naus. 

reported! in your despatel, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) SALISBUR 





No. 77. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office.—(Received September 6.) 


WITH reference to Foreign Olive letter of the 31st ultimo, the Under-Seer 
of State for India presents his eompli to the Under-Secretary of State for Fo 
Affairs, and, by direction of Lo Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the 
information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Vi 
use of the French flag by Suri dhows, 

Indin Office, September 5, 1900. 


Inelosure in No. 77. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 
(elegraphic,) 


YOUR tel 26th 
‘your instructions given to G 


E September 3, 1900. 
Muscal, Her Majesty's Government approve 





No. 78. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir B. Monson, 
(No. 149. Alien.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 6, 1900, 

WITH reference to Mr, O'Beirnu’s Memorandum of the Bist ultimo, I ghould be 
glad if your Excellency could furnish me with copies of the Law or Regulations under 
which French papers are issued by the Consular authorities to Suri dhows, 

_ Lam, &. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 79. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 7.) 
(Secret.) 
Sir, India Office, September 8, 1900. 

1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward, with reference to Sir A. 
Godley’s letter of the 28th January, 1898, a copy of a letter from the Government of 
India, from which it appears that Hilal-bin-Amr, having left Zanzibar without permission, 
is engaged in fomenting disaffection against the Sultan of Muscat and the British Govern= 
ment at Sur on the coast of Oman, 

Lord George Hamilton proposes, with Lord Salisbury’s concurrence, to approve the 
instructions which the Government of India propose to give to the Political Resident 
with regard to the language which he should hold to the Sultan with reference to this 
matter. 

Should Hilal-bin-Amr claim the protection of the French Government, Lord Geonge 
Hamilton will be glad to be favoured with Lord Salisbury's views on the course of action 
proposed by Sir A Hardinge, in anticipation of sucha claim, in his despatch of the 
30th May last, a copy of which forms one of the inclosures to the Government of 
India’s letter. In this connection I am to recall to Lord Sulisbury's recollection the 
note of an interview between Baron de Courcel and Sir’. Sanderson’ on the 30th June, 
1897. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 79. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamition, 
(Secret.) 
My Lord Ja, August 16, 1900. 

WITH our Secret despatch, dated the B0th December, 1807, we transmitted a 
Report by our Political Agent at Muscat to the effect that the Sultan of Muscat would 
undoubtedly view the return of Hilal-bin-Amr to Oman with great disfavour, and we 
recommended that his return should not be permitted, 

2 We now have the honour to forward copies of two letters which we have 
received from our Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, from which it appears that 
Hilalsbin-Amr has leit Zanzibar without permission, and is now engaged in fomenting 
disaffection against the Sultan of Muscat and the British Government at Sur on the coast 
of Oman. 

In view of the anxiety expressed by the Sultan of Muscat at the return of Hil 
Aue, and of the disturbance of the tranquillity of Oman which his presence is likely 
cause, we propose, with your Lordship’s approval, to instruct our Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf to inform the Sultan that no permission was given to Hilal-bin-Amr to 
visit Oman, and’ that His Highness is at liberty to expel bim, in which case we will see 
that be is sent back to Zanzibar. Sir Arthur Hardinge expresses his readiness to 
receive HilalsbineAmr there. Should Hilal-bin-Amr consent to withdraw from Oman of 
his own accord and undertake not to return, it would not be necessary to take any further 


a. 
3. We sould be glad to be favoured with your Lordships isteutione regarding the 
above proposal at an early date, with particular reference to the action which it would 
proper to take in the event of Hilal-bin-Amr claiming French protection. 
We have, &e, 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 

B. H. H. OOLLEN. 

A. ©, TREVOR. 

©. M, RIVAZ, 

?. RALEIGH. 

B, FG, LAW. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 79, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, June 30, 1900. 
THAVE the honour to forward copy of a letter, dated the 20th June, from the 


Political Agent, Muscat, on the subject of the return of Hilal-bin-Amr to Oman. 
Tagree with Captain Cox that the retarn of this man at the present time is much to 
be regretted. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 79. 
Captain Cor to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Museat, June 20, 1900, 

I HAVE the honour to refer you to the correspondence ending with Foreign 
Department, dated the 26th June, 1898, and accompaniments, received with 
forwarding indorsement of the 26th December, 1898, on the subject of Hilal: 
Political Omani détenu at Zanzibar, 

About the 25th May last information reached the Sultan that Hilal had a few days 
before landed at Sur ina dhow, with a quantity of money and goods, and that after fore- 
gathering with M. Ottavi, he was busy preaching sedition to His Highness’ subjects at that 
port, His Highness in communicating the news to me remarked that presumably Hilal 
was ‘‘ubsent without leave,” as he did not think he could have been allowed to leave 
Yapaibae without previous warning being given to Muscat, He begged me, however, to 
find out for certain from the Consul-General, Zanzibar, Accordingly, L telegraphed to 
Sir Arthur Hardinge, and attach a copy of his reply. On my communicating the purport 
of this to the Sultan, he appeared a good deal annoyed at the news, and remarked that 
Hilals arrival meant inevitable disturbance in Onin, if not to-day then a few months 
hence, and he added that “ Hilal is not o but that of the British Govern- 
ment since his deportment from Zanzibar, and his vindictiveness towards me will be now 
increased,” It was Hilal’s unfortunate arrival at Sur when } 


your 


1 arranged the 


3, During my sojourn there £ was at some pains to ascertain accurately the details of 
Hilal's doings with the following resul 

He arrived at Sur on the 19th May in the evening and found M, Ottayi also there, 
with whom he had, U understand, been on terms of intimacy in Zanzibar. On the 
following duy complimentary visits were exchanged between him and the Suri Sheikhs, and 
‘on the third day, the 21st May, after spending six hours in communion with M. Ottavi, 
Hilal went straight. from the latter’s dwelling to the house of the principal Jennebeh 
Sheikh, Mubaminad-bin-Mubarak, one of the French flag: holders, and got him to assemble 
all the Jennebeh Elders, ‘These Hilal addressed in the following terms : 

“You all know what « miserable life I have been leading of late years ; this has been 
all owing to my original friendship with the English, which has brought me nothing but 
harm. 1 have to thank the French that I am once more back in Oman, You, 
Suris, have two enemi sal of Muscat, and the English behind him—and 
the only people who car give You any eflvctive assistance against them are the French. 
My honest advice to you is thit those of your number who have not yet taken French 
papers and flags should take them without hen next season opens. If you do not, 
you will certainly be harassed by the English.” 

In response to this exhortation, the Elders referred to the threatening remonstrances 
recently addressed to them by the Hejraeen section of the Hinawi (reported in my diary 
on the 3rd May last), and said that they bad some fear that now that Seyyid Feysal was 
on friendly terme with the British Governmert, he might bring about a coalition of the 
Hinawi against them. 

‘To this Hilal retorted: * Do not be under any apprehension regarding the Hinaw 
1 can manage them : and it Seyyid Feysal attempts to molest you, I guarantee to get all 
the Hinawi to throw in their lot with you, not with hin.” 
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. Fortunately the Sultan's timely visit to Sur, wherein he had not previously set 
foot dace his accesion to the Sultanate, has probably obliterated any effect hich Hill's 
vil influence might otherwise have had ; bat there can be little doubt that he will sooner 
or later stir up disafection against, the Sultan in the interiors and in any case he is 
‘unquestionably a most undesirable fire-brand to have been let loose in the hinterland o 
oon eee sant the opinion expressed by Sir Arthur Hardinge in hie despatch of (he 
25th August, 1898, to the address of the Marquess of Salisbury, and having regard also to 
the assurance given by Mr. Cave in his despatch No. 48 to the Foreign Department of the 
Government of India, I think you will agree with me that it would have been well had 
His Highness been referred to, or at all events warned, before Hilal-bin-Amr was allowed 
to return to Oman. 


——— 


Inclosure 4 in No, 79. 


ir A. Hardinge to Captain Coz. 
(Telegraphic.) ae May 80, 1900, 
FOUR telegram of yesterday. 

Tilal seporied to Lave left for Oman vid Bombay about twenty-five days ago, He 
had long ago ceased to be treated or regarded as a political prisoner,* his influence having 
entirely come to an end with accession of present Sultan, soon alter which he was set at 
liberty. 


ee 


Inclosure 5 in No. 79, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


i Bushire, July 18, 1900. 
MS eran of my letter dated the 30th ultimo, Ihave the honour to forward 
copy of a letter (with inclosures) dated the Sth instant, from the Political Agent, Muscat, 
It would seem that Hilal-bin-Amr left Zanzibar without the permission of the British 
Consular authorities at that place. 


—————— 
Tnclosure 6 in No. 79, 
Captain Coz to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


i Muscat, July 5, 1900. 
(Contdentiay) sation of my letter dated the 20th June, I have the honour to forvatd 
for your information, copies of a letter and accompaniments received to-day from Sir 
Arthur Hardinge, regarding the departure of Hilal-bin-Amr from Zanzibar, ‘ 

YZ. Under the circumstances I have the bonour to request that, if you have previously 
acted on ty letter above quoted, you will Kindly take such further action as you think 
‘alled for in the direction of informing the Goverment of India by telegram of 
receipt of this explanation. 


—— 
Inclosure 7 in No. 79. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Captain Cox. 


Zanzibar, June 4, 1900. 


transmit herewith, in continuation of my telegram of the 
T HAVE the noe sstuch Tave wreoed to Her Majesty's Principal 


prisoner to save expense of spel  dten 
sedara to Omaty Hilal was wadouutedly 4 d6te 
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Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, reporting the circumstances connected with the 
departure from Zanzibar of Hilal-bin-Amr, 

1 regret he should have entered Oman without first obtaining the permission of the 
Sultan of Muscat, and T trust his presence will not occasion any trouble there. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 79. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Salisbury. 


(Conti ential Zanzibor, May 80, 1900, 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have just received @ cypher telegram from the 
Political Agent at Muscat, inquiring as to the truth of a report that the “political 
prisoner,” Hilal-bin-Amr, has escaped trom Zanzibar and returned to Oman. 

ne is a paraphrase of my rep 
reported to have lett 
wwever, for some 


Sultan of Muscat inay view with some dissatisfaction the 
Wl a former seceet ally here of Mobsin-bin-Amr, who bore 
80 conspicuous a part in the rebellion a few years ago, but who has now, I understand, 
himself been pardoned. Hilal will probably join Mobisin nt Burra, and I hardly think he 
is likely to do much misehiel; as he is utterly broken down in healti, besides being ruined 
finaner ¢ T should imagine, be easily expelled from Oman, and sent 
tack lieve should bis presence there he objected to. He might, indeed, make so 
‘tempt to obtain: French protection through M. Ottayi, but L doubt bis going to Muscat 
itsell, It he does, we ean treat bin axa Zinzibur subject and Britisheprotected person, 
and decline on that ground to allow him to eluim the benefit of the Treaty between France 
and Muscat, 
Tum sending a evpy of this despatch to Captain Cox, 





No, 80. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received September 7.) 


Sir, India Office, September 6, 1900. 
IN continuation of Sir Arthur Godley’s letter of the 24th August last, on tho 
subject of the grant of the Brench flag to Suri dhows, I am directed by Lord George 
Maunilton to forward, for the in-ormation of the Marquess of Salishury, a copy of a 
telegram which las been received at this Office from the Political Agent at Museat, 
His Lordship would suggest. that in any representation which Lord Salishury 
may think fit to address to the French Government on this subject, attention may be 
(iawn to the admission by the Captain of the * Drome” of irregularities under the 
Brussels Act, eases of which were reported by Captain Cox in the latter portion of the 
seventh parigraph of his letter of the 1Sth June last, which formed one of the 
inclosures to Sir A. Godley’s letter above cited. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


7 


Tnclosure in No. 80. 
Captain Cox to India Office. 


(Tetegraphic,) Muscat, September 1, 1900. 
DEMLOFFICIAL. Commandant of French gun-boat after overhauling French 
dhows informed me gratuitously before witnesses that he detected several. breaches of 
Brussels Act, viz., name in wrong place and upside down, and painted or affixed 
instead of carved, also uo sign of number on sails; and added that he had taxed 
French Consul therewith, who made light of irregularities, With this knowledge in 
land, is there no possibility of Hor Majesty's Government broaching subject to 
French Government at once + ‘The knowledge that this has been done would fortify 
Sultan of Muscat against the persistent bln and intimidation now being practised by 
French Consul and Commandant, to which Sultan. may eventnally succumb unless we 
tops specifically to assist him. Have communi¢ated with Government of India 
ially in writing. 





India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received September 7.) 


India Office, 

ion of previous eomespondenes, and with special refirencs to my lutter 
28th August on the subject of the action of the Fronch authorities at: Muscat 
the recent surrender of Fronch figs ly the owners of Suri dhows, 1 
Lord George Hamilton to forward lierewith 1 copy of a telegram fiom 
ini iis Exoallonoy renuwa strongly, tha. Hecomiseudation snide tu Ni 
telegram of the 22nd May last, that the Sultan's request to be permitted to place his 

case inn the hands of the British Government should be favourably entertained, 

Lond Salisbury's recollection that, in the. view of the Governm 
ite, th the Sultan's note would involve 
wernnient tox settlement 


lunents on. the iudepend 
at that time anticipated that the Frere 
Governmes d find ib diffioul ov to defor inviefinitely: compliance with 
such representation. On th Lonisbip doubte whether the result 
ld be u discontinuance of geanting the French flag on eusy terms to such Muscat 
subjects us could be held to have obtained aition or the status of French 


ny instructions could be sent in to the Vieoroy’s telegram, 
the question entered upon u new phase owing to the surrender, or undertaking to 
surrender, by the Suris of their French fligs and papers, In consequence of the 
reports received by the French Government of this occurrence, M, Cumbon took in 
opportunity to declare that: the petween his ‘Government and the 
Sultan; and he urged that Captain Cox should be instructed to advise the Sultan 
tw comply with the Frouch demands fir sitisfaction, Lord Salisbury declined to 
xpress any opinion i ibsenee of fuller details, but pressed on his Excelleney the 
invalidity of the French claim to offer protection to the subjects of another Power. 
1 the effect of preventing our affarts to stop the Slave 
ved to Captain Cox in view of the new situation were 
approved in your letter of the 17th July. On the same day M, Cambon announced 
that a French Government. vessel was about to proceed to Mu: 
whether any of the dhows which had Frenel papers were impli din. 
The proceedings of the French Consul since the atrival of the “ Drome” have been 
reported in the Viceroy’s telegrams of the 26th and 30th August, and in that of the 
Sth September lierewith inclosed, and the Vicery's instructions to Captain Cox, tliat 
the attitude of the Sultan in refusing to comply with the French demands for the 
(1635) 210) 
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veturn of the surrendered papers was correct, and that His Highness should agree to 
discuss doubtful cases, and, in case of disagreement, should ask for a written statement 
Of the French ease, have been approved by Her Majesty's Government in Lord George 
Hamilton's telegram of the 3rd September.* In the meantime, Captain Cox’ Report 
on the question of the grant of the French flag as affected by the Brussels Act has 
evn received and forwarded, with suggestions for Lord Salisbury's eonsideration, in Sir 
A. Godley’s letter of the 24th August. 7 
In the circumstances disclosed in the latest telegram of the Viceroy, Lord George 
he glad to be favoured, as early as possible, with the views of the 
css of Salisbury us to the action to be tiken with a view to putting an end to 
nt situation ‘at Musvat, w eroy as intolerable. 
With regard to the 
‘ou to the eorresponde ‘ 
addwess of the 22nd March, 1899. The ul 
appears to he th rani, & draft of whieh form 
Goverament of India letter of the 2nd Rebranry, 1809. ; 5 
Tt furthor appears froin Tuclosure 11 to the Government of India letter of the 2ud 
March, 1899,t that an alteration was made in the wording of the Memorandum, so f 
fag it related to Abdul Aziz, beforo it was finally presented to the Sultan on the Sth 
February, 1899, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 


Tnelosure in No. 81. 
Governnient of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 


(Atelezinphie.) September 5, 1900, 
MY tolojaain of d0th, Anurust. ae y 
Cox reports French Const and Commander “Drdme” continue persistent: bullying 
of Sultan ro flays, and insist on his receiving Abdul Aziz, whose dismissal 
vas first condition of ony ultimatum Inst Rebruar es to. receive 
Abdul. Aziz, and has verbally represented to Cox that ov ‘ench is insult 
dency, and begs Cox to inform ¢ 
16 that Ottayi Js re 
“He npprehons that imiless he is able to: inform Salta 
‘draft request dated the 17th May, 
a discusston with Brench Government, Sultan may mown, and possi 
withdraw: Hdiet. ‘ 
T attongdly snygo that requisite assurance may be giver ancl that the local situation, 
Which is quite intolerable, may be terminated by intervention of British Government, 





No 82, 
Mr, Spring-Rice to the Maryurse of Satisbury,—(Receired September 8.) 


(No. 81) : . 
(Rolographie) P. van, September 8, 1900. 
RUMOURED new low of 17,000,000 roubles to be made hy Russia to Pe 
Government. Rumour emanates from Persian Ministor for Foreign Afuirs. It is 
od that fortifications aud arms for South Pers ally Bunder Abbas, will be 
provided ont of the proceeds, ‘The Shah is said to have made arrangements during his 
stay in Pavis with the firm of Creuzot, 





* Gaps 10 Korein Ofer September 5, 1800. 
4 Porvande to Foreign Oftce, February 23, 1692, Forwarled ts Cor)gn Ofice, March 20, 1899. 
{Apparently February 1899 jy rant. 
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No, 83. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received September 10.) 

(Confidential.) 
Sir, ‘Admiralty, September 6, 1900. 

WITH reference to Admiralty letter of the Sth April last, Tam commanded 

my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit herewith, for the information 
of the Secretary of State, a copy of a letter from the Senior Naval Officer in the 
Peran Gulf, dated the 5th June, containing a report upon the islands, Se, in the 
Gulf. 

‘A copy of this Report has been sent to the India Office. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) H, J. VAN SITTART NEALE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 83. 


Commander Philtipps to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet. 
dential.) 
ir, “ Sphina,” at Museat, June 6, 1900. 

IN accordance with your Minute dated the 12th ultimo, on letter’ of the 
Sth April last, 1 have the honour to submit reports (in duplicate) on the following 
ports and islands in the Persian Gulf, viz, Koweit Harbour, Basidu Harbour, Kharig 
Island, Hanjam Island, and Hormuz fsland, 

2. There are two other harbours which might be of use, viz, Khor Kawi and 
Khorash Shem, both situated in the Mussendam Promontory, Iwill visit and report-on 
them yery shortly. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) He A. PHILIPPS, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 8: 


Reporte bij Commander Phillipps on Ports nud Islands th the Persian Gulf. 


No. 1, Koweit Harbour (Kathana Bay), 


1, Harbour Accommodation Very goo and capable of accommodating a large 
number of ships drawing 24 fect of water, ‘The best anchorage is in Kathana Bay, 
which is well sheltered from the Shamal, Several huoys and lighthouses would be 
required. 

2, Defence-—There are three points on which forts could he erected: one on each 
of the north and south points of Kathana Bay, and one on Ras al Ata, ‘The channel 
between Ras al Arz and Failaka Island, which is nearly # miles wide, could be defended 
with mines. 

B. Suitability for use as a Naval Station—Vnere being no water supply condensers 
andl artesian wells would be required. ‘Tho climate for seven months at tue year te 
very xood and plenty of food supplies could be obtained from Koweit, It would he 

able for a naval station, but only for the control of the northern portion of the 
Persian Gulf. 

1. For Coaling Purposes.—Should make a yery good coaling station, but eoal sheds 
and piers would be required, and also proper coal lighters, 

‘. This harbour is the only one in the northern part of the Persian Gulf where large 
ships can get a safe and sheltered anchorage, 


No. 2. Kharig Island, 


1, Harbour Accommodation —Vhere is no harbour, only an open roadstead, pro- 
tected from winds between north and west, and is an unsafe anchorage when south and 
sonth-easterly gales set in, 

Te has no eapacity for defence, ani is generally nnsuitable as a naval or ecoaling 
station. 





No. 3. Basidu (Kishkm Island). 


1. Harbour Accommodation.—Very zood for ships drawing not more than 16 feet, 
and it is well sheltered by surrounding sh fais _ 

2 Defenve-—Could be defended by forts being built on the land side, and on out- 
lying shoal, date 
Se dewalt ‘for @ Nural Stnlivn, except for small ships, and inconveniently far 
from the entrance of the Gulf for purposes of control and observation. 

4, For Coaling Purposes.—It would not make a good coaling statio ’ 

5. All the houses and barracks whiel were in use by the Indian troops are ow in 
total rnin. 


No.4. Hanjam Island and Strait. 


1, Harbour Accommodation is, ut present, fair, but could be made a very exeellent 
harbour for any size of ship by running out two' breakwaters, one from the low north 
point of Hanjam, aud the other from the sNonl extending off Ras Khargu. Material 
for the breakwater ean be obtained from the . ce 

2, Cayueity for Defence—Good, if strony forts are on Hanjam and Kishm 


3, Suitability for w Noval Station, Se.—Would be very suitable, bat all the nee 
buildings would hive to be erected, ‘The water supply would have to be conder 
stored in reservoirs, rane “ 
Pontrol of the Guth would be very good, being within easy patrolling 
distanice of the enti eof the Gulf and adjacent harbours of Ornuz and Bunder 
Abbas. . oon 
“Muyconi’s aystom of wireless telogtaphy would be very usetil for establishing; com 
munieation beiveen vations pontts at the entrance of the Persian Gulf, 


No.3. Ormvz Inlay. 


1. Harbour Accommodation —Vair, fos any size of ship to eastward of the fort. 
Dafence—Woutd require strous forts for its defence, lieing open to attack from 
the eastward. co a ‘ 

S Suitability as @ Naval Slulion—Ut woutd he suitable if the difficulty of the 
wator supply were overconic, ‘Tho island fs a mass of rock salt, and it would be difficult 
to keep Ue salt water out of the reservoirs during heavy rains. r 

Je Couliug, Purporeso—Lt would make a good coating station, but, as in other 
places, sheds, piers, and lighters would be require 

'B. Control of the Gulf—'The possession of this port would not only 
entrance of the Gulf, but would also enmand the town of Bunder Abbas, 
its passing into the hands of the Russom Government. 
ee (Signed) HI, A, PHILLIPS, 
* Sphings” June 3, 1900. 





No. 64. 
India Office to. Foreign Offive.—(Meceived September V1.) 


(A) 5 . ie A 

THE Under-Seoretiry of State for Tula precents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Forcign -\ffairs, and, by dircetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information uf the tary of State, copy of an inclosure in 
letter from the Boreign Seerotary (0 the Government of India, of the 23rd August, with 
special reference to the fourth paragraph, on the subject of the French coal depot at 
Muscat. 


India Office, September 10, 1900. 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 84. 


Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Muscat, August 11, 1900. 

IN forwarding @ copy of a Confidential telegram, dispatched to your address on the 
Sth instant, notifying M. Ottavi’s ratifieation of the partition of Makalla according to the 
details arranged between us on the 23rd July, [ have the honour to report further 
regarding certain alterations and expenliture which the division seems to render neces- 
sary. 

2. T would here beg reference to paragraph 8 of my letter dated the 28rd May last, 
and to the ground plan which accompanied it, M, Ottavi informs me’ that his Govern- 
ment propose to build a retaining wall along the line AX, and to fill in the ground 
Dehind it to the level of shed No. 3 (now linded over by us). Unless this ret 
wall is continued right along the cove, the sea must inevitably eneroach upon the unj 

pied by our sheds, andl our frontage will be endangered, 1 therefore 

n to build a similar retaining wall com X to XK, and on to the rocks 

ove on the north (shown by the right-hand border of the ground plan), and 

ise the intervening space to the level of the fluor of shed No.2. If thisis done, oursite 

will be rendered safe, and we shall at the seme time gain space for n much anger shed on 

tie site of No.2, or, if preferred, for a third long, narrow one in front of the latter, which 

will, in a measure, compensate us for the loss of accommodation resulting from. the 

present arrangement with the French, fn this connection, { submit that, in view of the 

Inereasing interest evinced by foreign Powers in the Persian Gulf generally, and the 

great facilities afforded by the Museat dep6t for the convenient and expeditious coalin 

of Her Majesty's men-of-war, i very important, that ve should maintain in Musca 

45 muuch storage accommodation for coal as can possibly be obtained, with a view to 
meeting any sudden emergeney which may arise in these Waters, 

8, The provisional estimate of a local contractor for te building of the pa 
wall 00 rapeea OF UIC the Heol pay hale} for ‘ta ralaiatngwall anil 
nation now commenced, 3,500 rupees—total, 3,750 rupees, 

Apart from this, { have already incursod some miscellancous expenditure for certain 
levelling and reclamation work carried on in the space represented by the figure OL YS 
of the plan, Up to April Iasi, the sp able-on the south of the ling was Hinited to 
the figure AL YX; but as 'soon as the discussion of the division of Makalla was 
resumed, as affording « likely solution of the question, T had the ground north of 1. ¥ 
gradually reclaimed, and, as tar as possible, levelled, without any special orders, Mad L 
niot done this, and obtained the Sultan's previous approval (hereto, i ot have 
been possible for us to comply with the French stipulation for * equal space” without 

e our large shed No. 1; and, moreover, M, Ottavi could. more 
ly have adhered to the objectious. whieh he made to the site a yea Lumet, 
therefore, that Government will saicti expenditure, w 
ver, making a total of 4,000 rupees, not aware whether such expenditure will b 
‘ble to Imperial revenues or the Government of fudia, but, in the former ¢ 
trust that the provisional sanction may be accorded me as early as possible, in order to 
enable me to commence work. 

4. Lbeg to report, in conclusion, that M. Ottavi has informed me, in the course of 
conversation, that his Goverutnent contemplate senling a Frenchman here to remain in 
charge of the French depot. How far this may be true T exnnot say; but as the advent 
ofa third Frenchman in Muscat, with nothing whatever to employ his time but intrigue 
(there being uo work whatever for a European at Makalla), is not a desirable contin 
gency, I venture diffideutly to hazard the suggestion that, if the Secretary of State for 
Foreign aflairs were made aware that our coaling: arrangements were carried on satistne= 
torily by a native tindal on 20 rapees, two khalasies on 10 rupeos each, and a watelmas 
on 10 rupees—total, 50 rupees per mensem—opportunity might possibly be found to 
impart the information to the French Government, should the subject of the Makalla 
Cove again come up in conversation with M, Cambon, 


recla= 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 84. 


Captain Cox to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 

(Telegraphie.) Museat, August 8, 1900, 
FRENCH Consul havine received farther orders, by telegraph, has in an_ official 
pmmunication finally ratified, ale of the French ment, the partition of 

Makalla, ii the manner reported in my Secret telegram of the 25th July. 





No. 85. 
Incdin Offer to Forelyn Office —(Receivud September 1.) 


+ Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Tord George Ha 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
letter from the Forcign Secretary to the Government of India of the 23rd August, 
relative to the visit of the French ship Drme” to Muscat. 
Tilia Offer, Sepleintier WO, 100, 


Tnelosur 
Liewtennnt-Cotonet Kenball to Gacernment of India, 


Sin, Bushire, August 4, 1000. 
{HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India 

copy of u letter From the Political Agent, Muscat, on the subject o| 

‘of French mansof-war to Muscat, 


A. KEMBALL. 


Inelosure 2 in 
Cuptain Cou to Lieutennut-Colonel Kemball. 
Sir, Muscat, sFuly 25, 1900, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt by to-dlay’s mail of your Confidential 
{ologram dated the 20th July, repeating two messages from the Secretary of State 
roqording Une coal depot and the advent of a French man-of-war, 

‘As regards the latter, F venture to observe that in the present state of things there 
is nothing whatever for a mancof-sar to do at Makalla, any more than the French 
Consul can do himself, and as regards Sur, the Slave ‘Traffic season from Zanzibar is 
on since over, and M. Ottavi has, as previously reported, recently spent a month there, 
during which he would ostensibly have had tiine to wet to the hottom of any reported 

ve running by their flag-holders had he so wished. 

‘Dhe visit of the Frouch man-ofwar on either of these pretexts is undoubtedly: 
contemplated simply in the hope of inducing the late flag-holders to reeant their under 
taking to the Sultan, 1 trust Hoth the Sultan and. the Suris will stand their ground, but 
in tho absence of any sigh from Her Majesty's Government since dispatch of Sultan’s 
draft of the 17th May it is advisable not to be over confident, 

T havo, &¢ 
(Signed) P 
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Tnelosnre 8 in No. 85, 


Captain Cox to Government of India, 


(Telegraphie.), Gwadur, August 19, 1900. 
BNCH naval stores ship # Drdme” arrived yesterday evening, and stated that 
she will be here fortnight aud has 300 tons coal for French Consul ; afterwards proceeds 
to Ba-sorah to fetch French expedition from Asia Minor, Sultan of Muscat still absent 
has roked up question of non-reception of Abdul Aziz by 
id is endeavouring to pick quarrel on thet account. French plan 
transpired, but Commander and French Consul visited brother of 
iitan of Muscat this evening, During ext fow days many Suri dhows will probably 
touch at Museat en route for Bussorah, and it is possible that presence of * Drdme ” may 
iten some of the late protéaés into hoisting tricoloured flag again. If Government 

Ainplay a desided altitude or give Sultan of Muscat any specint ad 
kindly telegraph reply Jask and Gwadue, 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 85, 
Government of India to Captain Cox, 


Sinila, August 21, 1900, 
of 19th August. 

Position in regard Suri flag-holders i 

‘hey have intimated readiness to resign Fronch proteetion, but haye not yet given 
vip flags and papers. Meanwhile Sultan has eon advised to make it clear that any 
‘loubiful or disputed ease would be subject of examination and diseussion betw 
himself and French Government, Should any such case arise, Sultan should therefore 
wot refuse to diseuss it with Fi Tt is a matter betveen him and them, On 
ollier hand, potiey of Edict in reference to future hos entire support of British Goyern- 
ment, 





. No. 86. 


Tudia Office to Foreign Office —(Received September V1.) 
(@) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents bis compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilto 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of Ind the 23rd August 
relating to affairs in the Persian Gulf, 


India Office, September 10, 1900, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 86. 
Lientenont-Colone! Kemball (0 Goverament of India. 


(Tetegraphic.) 
THAVE received i 


f war here, but [ propose to send 
jawrence ” vil This will in ay ease have a good effect. 
Do you approve ? 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 86. 
Lieutenont-Colonel Kembull to Govermnent of Indin. 


(elegraphic.) 
MY telegram of Brd August.” 
Please refer to letter dated 20th April, 1801. Sheikh was murdered by Abdul 

Aziz, My only object in sen Lanrcnee” is to assure myself that there is no 

probability of further disturbance, 


Bushire, August 5, 1900, 


Inclosure % in No, 86. 
Government of Tadia to Lietewunt-Colonel Kemball. 


(elemeaphie.) 
YOUR telegrams rd and 5 
‘here can he no, harm. in 

Sheikh of Ajman, provided he carefull 

not in-any Way commit Government of hutia, 


Simla, Aust 10, 1900. 


into murder of 
inquiries, and does 


Inelosuire 4 in No. 
favernment of Tudia to Livtenaal-Colane! Keuball. 


Sir, igust 22, 1900 
TAM directed to acknowledye the receipt af vour letter, 16th July Inst, 
regarding (1) the intrigue of the Darya Boat with the Chief ef Abdu Dhabi; aud (2) the 
adoption by te later ofa distinetive flag 
‘Me Government of India conenr iy your opinion that the explanation given by the 
Chief ot his conduct in relation to the. Darya Bogi is satistietory, and his 
be accepted, 
As regards the flag, the Govoriment of Tudia consider that the Treaty of 1 
which prescribes ‘a zenoral, ani prohibits « distinctive, flag, is unquestionably. 
upon tho Sheikh; and, in the absence of any valid reason for such a course, they 
not prepared to nequicsce fu she assumption of a special flag. hy any of the 'Trucial 
Chiets. The Resident should, however, as suggested hy you, visit the Arab coast as 
soon ay suitable opportunity ofters, and should report, after inquiry, whether there is 
any local idea that the 'reaties do not bind the successors of the Signatories, and low 
the adoption by individual Chictl of special flag is or would be received with respect 
to the ‘Treaties and the genonil feeling of the Chiefs. 
Thaw 
(Signet) J. B. WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of Duliu. 





Mr. Herbert to the Marquess of Sulisoury.—( Received September 13) 


(No.103, Aiview.) 
My Lord, Paris, September 12, 1900. 
WITH reference to your Lordship's despateh No, 149, Afriea, of the 9th instant, 1 
have the honour to report that Lam advised that there is no specitie provision of Freneh 
Taw authorizing Feueh Consular officers abroad to issue French papers to ships sueh as 
Jaws relating to the h nationality to ships makes 
no reference to the issue of papers by Consular authorities, Certain Circulars of the 
Ministry of Marine provide for the gront of provisional French papers by Consuls, but 
these apply only te the cases of vessels purchased abroad with a view to being registered 
ya French Colony or in a French port 
‘There are, however, certain decisions of the French Courts affirming, on general 
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principles of international lav, the right of a State to grant its flag in times of peace to 
foreign vessels, with a view to affording them its protection, and it seems probable that 
the instructions given to the French Consular authorities in regard to the Suri dhows are 
based on grounds of this nature, 
Thave, &¢. 
(Signed) MICHAEL H, HERBERT. 





No, 88. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Mucqiese of Salishury.—(Received September V7.) 


(No. 86.) 
My Lord, Gulhelk, August 23, 1900. 

L HAVE the honour to report that. there appears, to be no change in the politieal 
situation, ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowlel: has lutely adopted a conciliatory attitude to 
Her Majesty's Legation, and some progress has been made in’ eu 
‘The control of the in the hunds of the Commande 
Governor, both of whom are sid to be amassing lun; 
intense unpopularity. 

The Russian Colonel has been raised to the nmk of ¢ 
being, he says, by fav the youngest General in the Rus 
he attributes to the influence of the Sadr 
informs te that the Commandes-in-chief loses no opportunity of showing hi 
and that he is not allowed to interfere in auy manner in the militar 
He has, however, succeeded in organizing his own regiment, over whi 
great influence. ‘AU doubtful characters have been sent to the provinees, and he has 
how posal 1,200 mien upon whom he ean rely, He hin received orders to yo 
to St. Poternburch, but intends to put off his journey till the Shah's return, in order to 
be on the spot should any “accident” occur, 

s has already beet reported, bis 
very serviceable ayents for collecting i 


y his Government, 
This promotion 
St. Petersburgh, He 


1d to him, make 
ig intluencs in the 


he frontier difficulties betweon ‘Puri 
owing to the entire absenc 


Persia are becoming serious, mainly 
ry surveillance of the frontier. ‘The Porsianis 

tribes against the ‘Turks, aid the Turks on thelr side 
x troops with guns to repel and avengo these incursions, 


The power of the Persian Government. in the distant provinces appears to’ bo 
nd the Darya Beghi in particular is setting the central authority: at-do! 
ig to the energetic action of the Sadr Azam and the Zib 
axt the new Customs A juelled, 
From all uecounts thers is a growing fecling. of inritation against the Government 
consequctice of the attitude adopted towards Russia, whieh willl undoubtedly bo 
increased by tho news that tie Shah has visited neither Berl nor London.” As 
long, however, us the Central Goverument: tas money nt its disposal this discontent 
is not likely to assume a serious for 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) OECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No, 89, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 13) 
Gulhek, August 28, 1900. 
E the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly ‘suramiary of events 


taking place in Persia, 


IL SPRING-RICK. 
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Inclosure in No. 89. 
Monthly Summary of News. 


Telran,—There is a serious dearth of water, and very high prices have to be peld for 
even a small supply. Dissatisfaction is prevalent against the Government, but chiefly 
ainst the Governor of the town, Asefed-Dowleh, who is reported as receiving bribes 
fiom the butchers and bakers, r 

‘The eseape of His Inypevial 2 dwith any great 
rninifestations of joy by the people ; illuminations on a “ made at one or 
two of the public buildings and flags displayed, but the: 
officals : 

Vor Majesty's Vice-Consul, Mr, Gmhaie, fins recently returned from a short journey 
in the Mazandorin district. reports that the people thero are dissatisfied with 
present Goverment ancl complain of the want of interest displayed by the Shah and the 
Sadr Azan in thelr affairs, and e the latter most unfavonrably with bh 
decessor, 

Whivat is stendy at tomans per Kharvar. Parley is at a fe 
$tomans, ‘There have heen no dificulties rozarding the Urend supply recently. 

Mesird.—-In consequence of the reported outbreak of cholera at Cabul, the local 
authorities are trving to improve the sanitary arrangements, Herat has been asked to 
report at once any cases which may occur, Quarantine his been established at ‘Tarbat-t 
Haidari and Kare, doctors are in charge of the arrangements. ‘There is a 
Russian hidy doctor at De to Astrabad has been damaged by floods. 
‘Whe! Russian Consnl-Goner son of the late Mauk-i-Tujar to repair it, 
Large puvelinses of i y the Russians in Det 

ary 

‘Travelling, Howsewititers supply the following items: Krasnovodsk, larze quantities of 
rails, bridaing’ materials, and ammunition haye heen received. Some 3,700 troops left for 
Petrovsk and Bak 

‘The Goklan Torkonans ate supporting, it is said, the Chief of Bujnurd ; a strong 
{oreo of troops are, in consequence, kept in, their country. 

‘Whe irrison at Merv is reported os being 2,600 infantry, 400 Cossacks, and 
20 guns. 

‘More batracks are under construction at Chuarjui, although there are many unoccupied 
huildings already, ‘The garrison of Charjui ix stated to be 400 infantry and 6 guns. 

‘Fwontysfour spans of the new railway bride are completed; it is an iron one s trains 
iit prowent rising «wooden brid 

The news-writer says that there is much discussion woing on among the natives as to 
tho probabilities of the Russinns enlisting the Turkistanis, 

‘Tibreez—A serions incursion of Turkish Kurds took place in the Khoi distr 
wwiders met With considerable resistance from the Persian Kurds, and it is said th 
hus been considerate bloodshed, 

‘he Kurds of the Suijboulik district went to the assistanes of their tribesmen 0 
they side of the Urinia Lake. 

Business us regards the Dank is at present far from brisk. An agitation bias been 
commenced inthe Sabzevar district against the Armenians on wccount of the conduct of 
one of their nuinber, 

Resht.—Owing to the plentiful fall of rain thi 
most excellent one, 

A pipe for the conveyance of petroleum from Enzelli to Resht is reported as being 
constructed by MIM, Sorukhauoff Brothers, of Baku, 

His Pixcelleney: Nusi-cs-Sultaneh has sent a messenger to the Shaly at Contrexville 
to rao thot oath heen discovered near Resht. Samples of the oil were also sent 
to Mis Majesty. 

‘The test louses on the Resht-Kazvin road will shortly be in telephonic: communiea- 
tion between themselves and Resht and Kazyin. 

Itis reported that the Shah will return to his capital vid Resht; the Palace there is 
being repaired. 

‘Tspahen—The agitation against the new Customs Regulations has entirely ceased. 
Business has been extrenely dull, bat is improving. 

A younyer brother of Agha NejeS, the Mujhtaled, is endeavouring to incite the 


ar, the vie crop is likely to be & 
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people to rid the country of all Europeans; he is holding the recent affairs in China up as 
hn example as to what could be done. 

‘This eame person recently hud an interview with the Acting Consul, Mr. Aganoor. 
‘Afler discussing the recent Russian Loan, which he referred to as “the sale of Persia to 
Russia,” he said that he liad a question to ask the Consol; this appeared to be “whether 
the people of a whole town or district in Persia could become British subjects if they 
wished to.” 

‘On being asked to explain what he meant, he replied, that sooner or later there would he 
trouble over the Russian Loan; the Persian Government would be unable to pay the loan. 
oF the interest, and that Russia would interfere in internal affairs. "This, he said, would 

resisted by the Persians to the utmost, 2s the Russians were intolerant of the Mahom- 
gion. ‘They, the people, woul have to resist the Shah in any arrisigements 
two make with Rassia, by which the latter would take pa 

i. y he asked if a whole district could renounce i a 
seck British prot Would the British help them? 

He further asked if the British Guvernent world lend. the Persians moviey to repay 
the Russians, evidently regarding the English as the lesser of two evils. - 

plentiful, and prices, thousl somewhat high, not excessive 
5 was reported as being almost at a standstill, owing to the fecling 
Aff, The Gaveenor, Jelal-ed-Dovlch, hae eqptured five robbers in, the 
‘Abajou-Dehshir district, which for the last few years has been ina very unsafe condition ; 
@ been executed, 
i cop is reported as being very satisfactory, and the province 
sa very good year in prospect, ‘The merchants, although very indignant with the new 
Lave comfncnced business again. 
Gawamieul-Mulke way one of the 


ad very little todo with it, Bread 
plentiful, and p 


Reports 


Buropean travellers are reported 1s ahbar, one a Russian, 
the other a Swede; they had heen on the Kerman-Bampur rond and Dashtyari, ‘The 
ody of a Russian traveller who died from the effects ofthe heat was brought to’ Chabbar s 
jw pasty left by a-native boat for Gwadur or Mureat. 
‘wo other Russian thivellers arrived at Bushivo ducing the mouth s they, stayed witlr 
ssian doctor; they occupied themselves with photography. and matters connected 
with trade, After a stay’of a few days one of them proceeded ty Mohammerah, inspecting 
ew route the ports of Bander Dikim and FPelubich, travelled up the: Karun to Ahwa 
fiom whence he proposes going to Shiraz, ‘Harnuz and Behebehat 
other traveller procecded to Bagdad. ' asian doctor at Bushire stated that 
¢ gentlemen were concoted with a Russian Shipping Company which proposed running 
in the Persian Gull 
The Darya Boghi, Governor of Bushire, is ut Lingah; he proceeds thence to Asaloo 
1 collet surears of revenue. 
(Signed) ©. V. SCHNEIDER, Captain, 
Assistant Military Attacke. 
Teliran, August 1900, 





No, 90. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 7.) , 


(No, 28, Commercial.) 
ily Lord, Gullick, August 28, 1900. 
1 HAVE the honour to inelose herowith translation of the note which [ have 
Persian Government in answer to the communication (copy of which 
was inclosed in my despatch No. 20, Commercial, of the 25th ultimo), which your 
Lordship instructed me to make on the subject of the reported negotiations with a View 
toa new Russo-Persion Commercial Treaty. 
Your Lordship will observe that the Mushir-od-Dowleh meintains that the Persian 
Government have the sight to make any changes they please in their ‘Tariff, but states that, 
ho new arrangement has been made 
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My French colleague is convinced that new commercial arrangement will be made 
with Russia, probs and M. Naus makes no » ‘of his wish to 
substitute a spe 5 ; 

Onr stat a v and alone 

Persia in which a definite Tariff is laid down, 

‘The Treaty of Turkomanehi stipulates for a 6 per cent. ad valorem Tarift. ‘The 
Treaty of Eracroum with ‘Turkey provides that Turkish merchants shall pay the same 
rate of customs in Persia as those of the Ottoman Goverament, and that these duties 
shall amount to.4 per cent. ud ealarem, But che Ottoman Tarift having been raised, the 
fatter clause las becor pullifi 1d according to an arran; it made last year “ with 
reserve of all righis” Turkish icxchwuts pay O per cent, ad ralorem on imports, and 
12 per cout, ad valoren on exports. p ae, 

‘There is, however, tio Convention sd great difficulty i found in enforcing the new 
‘Varifh 

Should, liowever, tlic new Russian Tariff, whieh will ny 
regard to, Russian coumiercial interests. | 
would periips be possible to ur 
to the terms of the Treuty, if still rem 
fixed as a limit which could not be pi . 

At the winic time, it appems improbable that, in view of the immense extent of the 
fronticy, it will be possible to enforce high Turill, us the result would be a great increase 
of contraband tide. It is also so csidently in the pecunioy interests of the Persian 
Government to encourage foreign tude (on which their reventio: mainly rests) that it is 
unlikely wYubiif will be udopted which will seriously hamper commeree. 

AL the same tine the new 1 I be no doubt ¥o drawn up as to 
favour Russian trade us lay us possible, i 2 

J understand thut the Ri eyntucnt at cial attention to the derslop- 
ment oftheir trade with Persin; and it is, 1 believ y ion to replioe the 
present Director of the Banque ve Piéz. ly a wew officlil, a fiend of M, de Witte, who is 
not so much w banker as a merchant. 

As your Lordship ay leon inforied, the Banque de Préts was taken over by 
M. do Witte (didlor the thieat of w silo to the Imperial Bank), 

Joss at the cost of the Russian State Bank, Hs objectis not so mu igs to facilitate 
trade with Russia, by: gruting o those impoiting Russian goods favourable rates of 
exchange. h 

Riussinn trade with Persia line the following special advantages conferred on it by the 
Russians Government : 

1, ‘Tho total prohibition of transit rights to Europes or Indian goods through 
Russian teiritor 

The favourable exchanges granted at the expense of the Russian Bank to persous 
trading with Russia, % 
. The constriction of two costly roads, muintained at the expense of the Russian 
Government 

4. A vory considerable bounty on Russtan guods exported to Persia 

‘Mo this will probably be added «’faifl drawn up at Russian dictation, of such a 
nature as to favour such classes wi goods a are imported from Russia, and throw the 
uti burden on such goods as are Imported fons Western 

This to be remarked hat as yet certain classes: of 
compete with Russia even in’ 

myprobibl 3 ment will grant money for the 

of their trade in. Persia, it reuains for Western European merchants to take 

steps on their own gecount for the eheapening of the means of communication in the 
Souths 

With this object, I have suggested to the British merchants in Ispahan that they 
should consider the possibilicy of jot action for the further improvement of tie Bakhe 
tari roud, which shortens the tine of transit of goods from Europe: by about two tu four 
months, ‘Ihe objections to using this road at preseut are that insufficient arrangements 
Have been msde for the accommondation of muleteers, the supply of fodder, and the 
protcetion of caravans, 'To this must be added the representations made by Russian 
‘agents to the Bakbtiari: that they have been deceived by Measrs. Lyneh as to the com- 

cil value of the roud. ‘The result is that mule lire is at least three times the amount 
per day in comparison with the better known but more difficult and longer route which 
tus been followed for yeurs from Bushire vid Shiraz, 

T vonture to suggest that it is chiefly by common action among all importers and 


are still able to 
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exporters of goods from and to the south that these difficulties can be overcome, aud it 
is trom this point of view that I think it important that the question of the wharf at 
Nasiri should not be lost sight of, and that the Persian Government should be interested 
as much as possible in the maintenance and improvement of this important avenue of 
trade. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure in No. 90. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Spring-Rice, 


(Translation.) August 4, 1900. 

L HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 24th July last 
regarding the Customs reforms, and beg to. state that although the Persian Govertiment 
have the right of making any arrngements and reforins they please as to the ‘Tariff of the 
country, I have made inquiries from M. Naus, and he informs me that no such arrange- 
‘ment has been made with Kussia, 





No. 91. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 18,) 


WITH reference to letters from this Office of the 27th and 28th August, 
the Under-Sceretary of State for India presonts his compliments to the Under: 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herowith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of telegraphic 
correspondence with the Political Agent, Muscat, relative to the issu of Mrench 
protective papers, whieh has beon received from the Government of India," 

India Ofice, September V7, 1900. 


Tnclosure in No, 91. 


Captain Cox to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic,) Jaske, August 24, 1900, 
IN continuation of my Secret telegram of the 15th August, Sultan of Muscat 


returned sume night, and followin ing French Consul and Commandant, of 
the“ Drimo” called ‘upon the Sultay at officially and demanded private 
conversation with him following morning, and this was accorded, 

French Consul, in the first place, admitted his own error in issue of French 
protective papers in Muscat without the consent of Sultan, but nevertheless argued 
that Sultan erred in returning papers personally, and insisted that Sultan must return 
hapers to their owners at, Sur, by th Sultan contended that seeing that 
French Consul admitted his own initial error, there was no ground for argument, but 
that owners in fact wished to come to Museat themselves, but that 9 dhows wore 
leaving at that time, and that they were refused passages by “ Sphinx.” 

Me added that ie was their Sultan and they were his own subjects, and that both 
he and they had acted perfectly constitutionally. He absolutely refused to return 
these three articles to Sur by “Drome,” regarding deimands as simply ruse for 
intimidating former protégés into recantation of undertaking given to Sultan, 

Please note that no exception was taken in connection with the form or issue of 
Edict. French Consul left Sultan in order to write at once official ultimatum, and 
Sultan replied that he would be glad to receive an answer in writing. French Consul, 
however, feared to commit himself in writing, but called upon Sultan twice more 
during the day and fruitlessly endeavoured to browbeat him into eompliane 

In the evening Commandant of the “Drdme" called upon self and family. He 


* Inclose in Foreign Secretary's letter, August 30, 1900, 
(1635) 2F 
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ostentatiously remarked that he was eoming again, saying, au revoir, as he was proceeding 
to Surat ones to compel the restitution of the protective papers, and gratuitously 
Added that before he received his instructions French Ambassador had told Lord 
Salishury that ““Drome' was being sent to Museat to compel the restitution of the 
protective papers, and hnd come to an understanding with Lord Salisbury on the 
Tabject.  Litereupon replied that his instructions were his own affair, but that seeing 
that name of Lord Salisbury had heen pointedly introduced into the conversation it 
"  ineumbent-on me to intimate the version of the story communicated by the 
Tnbassador or to Lord Salishury, which I received from my Foreign Office, 
Nerent impression, and asked him not to presume from any act of mine that 
T accepted his statement that Lond Salisbury is aware that his mission to Muscat was 
fowaast tho restitution of the papers. We then parted, and on the 2lst August at 
faybreak. French Consul and Abdul Aziz lett Muscat in. the Drdme” for Sur with- 
out having sent promised official communication to the Sultan. 
“Sphinx,” with my interpreter and Representative of the Sultan also at Sur, 
ting into the causes of irrogularities of Suri dhows recently reported on by 
rGeneral at Zanzibar. Continuing to the 28rd of August, “ Drdme ” and 
“Sphinx” returned to-day. On the way the  Drdme” met w rh and. stopped several 
French Suri dhows bound for Bu: nd insisted on their coming to Muscat flying 
intended to confirm undertaking previously 
siven to the hut French Consul studiously avoided all reference to 
aie thues at formal interview, but visited two waverers privately, and, it is believed, 
persuaded them to or plead having joined the undertaking under pressure. 
Development is regrettable, but T do not see that tho general merits of the case 
n affectod thereby, and T respectfully unge that Lord Salisbury's concurrence in the 
enoh_action having been, specifically quoted, er Majesty's Government should be 
pressed to bronch the subject tthe French Government without delay, 
‘Moreover, in the absence of nny hint as to the wishes or intentions of Govern- 
nent, itis very difficult for me to know how to advise the Sultan, who is thoroughly 
in earnest i ‘and looks to the British Government for advice. 


‘The Government of Inia to Captuin Cox. 


(otegraphic August 26, 1900. 
Yor telegram 21th August, Suri dhows. See my telegram 21st August. 
Sultan's present. attitude seems correct, and, in the event of disagreement with 

Pro weliness would he prudent if he required them to represent their ease 

in writing. 





No, 92. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 20.) 
(Secret) 
Sir, India Office, September 19, 1900. 

IN contimution of my letter of the Gth September last, I am. directed by 
Lor George ITamilton to request that you will lay before the Marquess of Salisbury 
th inclosed copies of further telegrams from the Viceroy on the subject of the situa 
tion at Museat, 

Taw at the same time to request that you will inform Lord Salisbury that the 
papers show that tho ultimatum of the Oth February, 1800, did not demand the 
Mtns il by the Sultan to receive Abdul Avig as French Agents but from Admiral 
Doughs’ Report to the Admiralty of his interview with the Sultan on the 
Tithe Februnry, 1890 Gnclosed in “Admiralty letter of the 14th March, 1500), it 
rppears that iis Highness promised to waite to the French Consul and inform ‘him 
Teese refused to receive Abdul Aziz in any eapacity whatever, and to request that 
thie other go-between might be employed by the Consul in future. 

‘Pelegeaphing on the 18th Eobruary, Colonel Meade reported that the Sultan of 
Musoat had complied with the demands of the British Government ....... and 
wittten a letter to Brench Consul declining to receive Abdul Aziz as French Agent, 
Trench Consul has writton to Sultan to protest; and J strongly recommend that I may 
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de authorized to assure Sultan that Her Majesty's Government will not allow him to 
suffer for his compliance with demands, and that if, after we leave, French proceed to 
punish Sultan, he may be allowed to hoist the British flag.” 

‘This telegram was repeated to the Secretary of State in the Viceroy’s telegram of 
the 20th February, and, in reply, his Lordship, with the eoncurrence of the Marquess 
of Salisbury, telegraphed : “You may authorize Meade to give to Sultan assurance of 
our effective support, if necessary, but the hoisting of British flag for that purpose 
would be unnecessary and indefensible. he presence of British naval force at Muscat: 
should be sufficient.” 

1f further eppoars from the Vioenoy's telegram of tho 24th March, 1800, that, 
notwithstanding his letter to the French Consul, the Sultan continued to receive Abdul 
Aziz. for a time, and only finally desisted after an official representation had been made 
to him on the subject by Major Fagan. ‘The demand made by Admiral Douglas 
is also referred to in Major Fagin’s letters of the 4th and 10th March, 

In these circumstances Lord George Hamilton would suggest that in attempting 
to force upon the Sultan an Agent whom His Highness has, for sufficient reasons, 
dismissed from his own service and refased to reeeive, the French Consul has acted in 
Violation of the Anglo-French Declaration of 1862, and he would be glad to receive, at 
the earliest possible moment, Lord Salishury’s views as to the orders that should be 
sent to the Viceroy in view of the increasing tension of the situation. 

Tam, & 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 92. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic. 
LY telegram of 4th September: Muscat, 


Following from Cox :— 


September 10, 1900, 


“On the 4th September French Consul told Sultan finally and officially force 


would be used if Abdul Aziz not received, Sultan obdurate, and on the Sth September 
wrote to French Consul courteously reviewing whole question, and begged a 
tion with French Government, French Consul wrote reply refu dig wlarens to Bea 
Government, and confirmed intention of using force. Sultan forwarded correspondence 
to me, specially asking for help. I complied with the request on the authority of 
Gorernment of India’s telegram to Meade, dated 20th February, 1809, and wrote 
protest to French Consul under Declaration of 10th March, 1862, No reply reevived 


yesterday or to-day, but Abdul Aziz no. longer intrudes into Palace, Act 
Sete oe ey Oe ger intrudes into Palace, Action was 


‘Telegram cited by Cox was repeated same day to you, I haye sent no 
: ca you. ent no reply to 
{hur on tg Ces nat tolagrann egret (a gouratl Goobontaly pail ae your oblate 


Inclosure 2 in No, 92, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphie,) 
Ten oth September 15, 1900, 

__._ Correspondence lias now been received. Ottavi distinetly i 

Sultan that he would use force to compel him to recei HIT a 


May I approve Cox's proceedings and inform Sultai i i 
appreciated?! “T am becoming approlientive of délay, = Sete 
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No. 93. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 20, 1900, 

1 AM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters of the Gth, 17th, and 19th instant, relative to the visit of the French vessel 
“Drdme” to Muscat, and of the proceedings of her Commander and of the French 
Consul. 

‘The pointsin regard to which the British Political Agent at Muscat has requested 
the support and instructions of Her Majesty's Government appear to be three in 
number. 

‘There is, in the first place, the demand made by M, Ottavi and supported by the 

der of the “Drdine” that the Sultan shall receive back from the French Consul 
the owners the French papers. of protection which were given up to His 
Sur, and were, by him, sent to the French Consul. 

lisbury docs not understand on what grounds the Sultan could insist that the 
French Consul should accept these papers fromhim. On the other hand, if, ass affiemed 
by the they were voluntarily handed over to him by the dhow owners, it docs not 
per F d to their 
possessors, ‘The reasonable course would be that the S etain them, 
pending an inquiry whether the owners are entitled to French protection, and whether, if 
tll, ey desire to claim it, Lt is difficult to ascertain from the telegrams what 
this happened in regard to this question, but it would seem, from the Viceroy’s telezrany of 
the 80th August, that two kets of papers have now been handed to the French Consul by 
the owners, and that one set rematns in the Sultan's hands during the abseuce of the owner 

‘it Bussoral. q 

Secondly, Captain Cox has expressed apprehensions that the Sultan may withdraw 
the Edict which he has issued, forbidding his subjects to accept such papers of protection 
in future, As, however, Captain Cox has stuted, in his telegran of the 24th August, 
that no exception has been taken by the French oificers to the form or issue of th 
Lord Salisbury does not understand On what ground these apprehensions ure entert 

‘Thore is, thirdly, the demand made and insisted upon with a threat of force that 
the Sultan shall receive Abdul Aziz as Dragoman of the French Consulate, 

‘As regards this demund, it is to be borne in mind that the ultimatum presented by 
Admiral Douglas to the Sultan, contained a demand for “the dismissal of Abdul Aziz 
from all or any employment, either now oF at any future period by His Highness or by 

‘The letter aditessed by the Sultan to M. Ottayi on 
hat some other diary might be appointed, 
pears to have been written in consequence of 
jonstrances by the British Political Axent that, notwithstanding his promises, lis £ 
ess way continuing to receive Abdul Aziz 

The proceedings, as fur as we can understand, is one of which the British Govern- 
ment has a right to. complain, Itis calculated to place the British and Freuch Govern- 
ments ina position of une 5 and it is at variance with the communica 
tion made by the Preuch Ambassador here in regard to the object and intention of the 
visit of the ® Demo” to Muscat. 

Lord Salisbury considers that it was necessary under the circumstarice> to give the 
Sultan an assurance that he should not suffer trom a faithful observauce of the promises 
which te bad made to the British Agent, and in so far he thinks that Captain Cox? 


\ 
y the promises which 
Muscat, reported in 


¢ 
strained, 


Lam, &e. 
Signed)‘ 'T, H. SANDERSON. 
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No. 94. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 21.) 


WITH reference to his letter to the Foreign Office of the 19th instant, tho 
Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards here- 
with, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, reporting the departure of the * Drome” from Museat.. 

India Office, September 21, 1900. 


Inclosure in No. 94, 
Government of India to Lord George Hamilton, 
(elegraphic.) September 20, 1900. 


FOLLOWING from Cox, dated Jask, 19th :- 


“«Drome" has gone to without further interview or comnmunica- 
tion with Sultan of Museat,”” 





No. 95. 
Sir P, Lascelles to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 82, 

(Telegraphic.) P. Berlin, September 28, 1900, 
‘DHE German Forel © informed the correspondent of the “Daily 

aph i ram, dated the 20th instant, which has been 

received from the G Minister at Tehran, the Russian ment have made a 

Joan to Persia for the fortification of the southern ports to the amount of 1,000,0001. 
‘he “ Daily Tolegraph” correspondent has been requested by the German Foreign 

Office not to publish this information upon their authosity. 


No. 96. 
Initia Office to Foreign Office—(Received September 2 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments (o the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aifuirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures ‘ik 
Government of India’s letter, dated the Gth September, regarding French proceedings al 
Muscat. 

India Office, September 24, 1900, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 96. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Muscat, August 25, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to attach copies, en lair, of two telegrams dispatched to your 
address on the 25rd and 25th instant respectively. 

2. I trust that my anxiety to be fayoured with some information ax to the views 
and attitude of Her Majesty's Government in the Suri flag question since receipt of 
my written Report and its accompaniments will have been understood by the Govern- 
ment of India. ‘The only comment which had hitherto reached me from Government 
since dispatch of my telegram of the 17th May had given me some reason to fear that 
the Sultan’s efforts towards the adjustment of this important matter were citler 
cm unconstitutional, or had perhaps taken shape at a moment inconvenient to 

1635) 26 





n4 


Her Majesty's Government, This latter contingency, however, neither he nor I could 
foresee. Such being sy impression, it was difficult for me to know in the meanwhile 
what line to take with His Highness in the direction of encouragement or advice. This 
doubt has been set at rest by the telegram received by the mail to-day, which I have 
hai the honour to acknowledge in my telegram forming Inclosure No. 2 of this 
Jette 

8, Tnow beg to offer some observations regarding the visit of the “Drome,” and 
hor avowed object in coming here. ‘The Secretary of State iu his telegram, dated the 
20th July, mentioned that M. Cambon had informed Lord Salisbury that a Freneh 
man-of-war would be sent liere “to see after establishment of coal store on site 
assigned, and will afterwards proceed to Sur to examine whether dhows with French 

plicated with Trade, 
or the “Dronie’s” arrival, Liewtenant-Commander Martel visited me 
‘as Consnl, and, in the course of conversation, said he had brouzht 300 tons of 
oa! for Makalla, but beyond that he had nothing further to do with the coal wharf, 
which had heen the subject of settlement herweon myself and M. Ottavi. He added 
that he had one or two matters to arrange with the Sultan, after doing which he 
should di his coal, ‘Then followed the Sultan's arrival from the interior, the 
formal visit of Captam Martel accompanied by six of his officers, and a stormy inter~ 
view on the following day between the Sultan at d the French Consul and Commandant, 
during which tho Sultan firmly refused to receive Abdul Aziz as a medium of official 
communication between himself and the French Consul, and refused also to send the 
three Muscat articles back to Sur in the “Drome.” M. Ottavi’s desire was that the 
Sultan. should send them back to their owners by the “Drome,” and that then, if 
the said owners chose to return therm again to the Commandant of the * Drome,” he, 
M. Ottayi, would accept them. ‘The Sultan was quite ready to let the Suris hand their 
personally to M. Oltavi, but refused to remit them to their owners in the 
manner desired Dy M. Ottavi, which he considered simply a device for intimidating 
the said oxers and for inducing them to reeant, As a matter of fact, two ont of the 
ihiree Iaive since arrived in Museat, and having received their papers from the Sultan 
have returned them personally to M. Ottayi, who has accepted them. ‘The third man is 
AM present avay at Bussorah; meanwhile his articles are held in trast for him by th 
Sultan, ‘The lattor’s action ih eonicetion with these three articles seems to me to have 
een perfectly constitutional throughout. 

4. "To revert to the proceedings of the “Drome.” On her way to Sur she met 
several Breneh dhovs whose Nakbodas, ita had intended to avoid any awkward 
sithations by not calling at Muscat, and yshiich were en route to Bussorah direct, All 
sich were stopped, and M, Ottavi insisted that they should all go into: Muscat with 
heir Frenel flags flying and should await his return ‘ling: which he would 
fallow them in the rome" to Bussorah, In view of this intimidation they proceeded 
fo anchor at Matrah and awaited M. Ottayi’s return, ‘The Sultan sent down to them 
to remind them of their uniertaking, and to ask them to hand over their papers and 
fligs tothe French Consul when he returned, ‘They, however, replied that they feared 
to do so now owing to M, Ottavi’s threats and the presence of the French man-of-war, 
Init they Would Keop their original promise and hand them over at the port of registry as 
soon as they reached it, 

On reaching Sur Lam assured that the Drome” made no inquiries whatever as 
to matters connected with the Slave ‘rade; the Commandant and M, Ottavi simply 
Thusied themselves with the flag question, ‘The latter has been sondinyy frequent run 
to Sut for the last six weeks with intimidating messages to the community warning 
thom of the advent of a man-of-war and of the reprisals: which the Frevich would exact, 
and on arrival informed the public that he had promised a man-of-war and had kept his 
word, and also spread or allowed to be spread the report that a French Admiral and 
three menof-war wore at Adon awaiting developments, 

T expressed the opinion to the Hesident on the 26th July that 
French man-of-var visiting Sur before Government had given 
they intended to adopt in the lag question, the contingency of the Sultan or the Suris 

ing Way was one that must he considered possible, and in view of the cireumstances 
above set forth, it is not to be wondered at that some of the latter have wavered. As a 
body, however, the Sultan still hopes that they will stand. their ground, and he himself 
has, as-yet, shown no signs of weakness, 

5. Referring to the French contention that the undertaking was extracted under 
compulsion, Lhave before pointed out that His Highness was entirely at the merey of 
the Suris while there as he had no force with him, and the “Sphinx” was absent for 
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vo or three days, so that there was nothing to prevent them from kidnapping him had 
they so wished, Moreover, before we ever started for Sur, the Sultan was distinetly and 
specifically informed by me that the only condition’ upon’ which I would take him to 
that port was that it be quite understood that he was paying his subjects a purely 
friendly visit, and that he neither expected any display of force from the “Sphinx,” nor, 
on my part, the slightest identification of myself with his personal relations with his 
Suri subjects, As a_matter of fact, he was very nervous at the list minute as to. how 
the latter would reesive him, and was as much pleased avd surprised as was everybody 
else when they welcomed him not only civilly, but with open arms, What followed w 
quite unforeseen, I reiterate, therefore, that the exercise of any compalsion on his 
part was not only not apparent, hut was not possible, 
Tn my te he 23rd instant, T have mentioned certain remarks made by 
ander Martel to me in a private visit, Under ordinary circumstances, 1 should 
have studiously avoided ing local polities with this officer, but when he so 
persistently mentioned his special “mission” in regard to. the flag question and 
intedly quoted Lord Salisoury's acquiescence in that conneetion, f came to the 
that T could wot let’ the statement pass, and, tlierefore, took the action 
y tclezram. Captain Martel also remarked that, unless 
complied with his demands, it would be a serious matter aud there would be 
rupture,” I asked him what offence His Miglness was considered to have 
mitted: he replied that he had taken French permits from certain Suris forcibly 
asainst their will. Lreplicd that this was, of course, s matter hetween his Govern- 
ment and the Sultan ia which I was not concerned, but that I had heen at Sur, when, 
as 1 understood, these permits had been given. to the Sultan, and T could assure him, 
as between hin and me, that F had seen no signs of compulsion on (he Sultan's. part, 
and did not think he had been in a position to exercise any, Furthermore, 1 
wentioned that Uiree Suris had applied for passages back to Museat in. the “Sphing,? 
Dut on my ascertaining on inguity from the Sultan that their object in going to 
Muscat as to retum French flags to M, Ottavi, passages in the. © Spl were 
rofiugod them, My objevt in offering this latter remark was to demonstrate directly that 
ul it not been for the monsoon and their dlovs “laid up,” the three men in. question 
would have come to Museat, and were ready to do so. 
politiet been busy 
snd gossip very rife in this small community, and, even amon British subjects, there 
on no lack of disallvcted persons, who have mn jusiness, directly or 
indirectly, to supply the Snitan with disquieting roports a lie intentions of the 
nent towards him ; alleging that their only objee il him with 
the French aad then stand aloof from him and wateh the fun ng him in 
consequence to make terms over the flag question, Iam glad to report, however, that, 
ih Ihave not been in a position to presume or pledge to him any active support om 
behalf of Her Majesty’s Government, the Sultan hay so fir remaiied perfectly staunch, 
has altogether refused to succunth to pressure and intimidation, either in the matter of 
in of communication hetween himself ani the Rreneh 
hh lie shows no signs thereof in his 
‘ources that the sinister rumours with 
ate 


t i Thave the honour 
state, with much deference, that I feel sure: ft would goa lo to reassure. him 


Excellency the Viceroy could see his way to dispatch to His Highness a telegram 
nyt necessarily alluding in any way to the flog question, but reassuring him that he may. 
rely upon the benevolent intentions of Governinent towards him, and their interest in the 
velfare and independence of himself and his State, 

My influence with him is at present strong, and the French Consul’s, exeept in 
the presence of a man-of-war, a negative quantity, and any action that may be possible 
at the present juncture in the direction advocated will both strengthen my hands and 
reassure the Sultan, I trust I shall not be thought presumptuous for making the 

iegestion, 

's. In conclusion, T may mention that the RB. 1. Deome™ is stillin Muscat, and is 
making arrangements to laud her coal, and that personal relations between her Com- 
suunder and the Consulate and Her Majesty's ship in harbour are of the most cordial 


uature, and that all possible courtesy, whether olficial or private, has been, and will be, 
shown her. 





Tuclosure 2 in No. 96. 
Coptain Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Muscat, August 23 

TN ‘continuation of my Secret telegram of the 18th August, Sultan of Museat 
returned sme night, and following evening French Consul and Commandant of the 
{Drome” ealled upon the Sultan of Muscat officially and demanded private conversa- 
tion with him following morning, and this was accorded. French Consul in the first 
place admitted his own error in ise of French protective papers in Muscat without 
consent of Sultan, but, nevertheless, argued that the ered in returning papers 
personally, and insisted that the Sultan must return the papers to their owners at Sur 
by the * Drome.” Sultan contended ¢ 1 Consul admitted his own 
initial error, there was no grou 
come to Museat themselves, but t 
were reluseil passage by * Sphinx. 
his own subjects, and that hoth he and they bad acted perfectly constitution 
abyolutely refused to return, the three articles to Sur by “Drome,” regart 

ind as siniply ruse for intimidating the former protégés into recantation of under 

1 {o Sultan, Please nate that. no exception taken in eonnection with form or 
igsue 

French Consul left Sultan in order to write at once official ultimatum, and Sultan 
replied that he would he glad to receive am answer in wr French Consul, 
however, feared to commit h in writing, but called upon the Sultan twice more 
uring the day aud fruitlessly endeavoured to browbeat info compliance. In the evenin, 
Commandant of the * Drone” y he ostentatiously remarke 

s was proceeding to Snr at once to compel 
restitution of the protective paper y added that hefore ved his 

trvielions, French Ambasskdor had told Lord 
in of the protective papers, and. lad eo 

standing with Lord Salisbury on the subject. thereupon replied that his 
were his own alfiir, but that eeeing that the name of Lord Salisbury had been pointedly 
Introduced into the conversation, iL was incumbent upon me to intimate that the version 
of the communiention of the French Ambassador to Lord Salisbury which I received 
from my Foreign Office vave a totally dilferent impression, and asked his 
prestime from any: act of mine that Laccept his statement to the eff 
is aware that-his mission to Muscat was to exact restitution of pay 

We then parted, and on the Stst August, at daybreak, French Consul and Abdul 
Aziz. lolt Muscat in the “Drome” for Sur without having sent the promised official com- 
munication to the Salta, “Spbiny,” with my interpreter and representative of the 
Sultan, also at § wiilarities of Sur dliows revently reported by the 
Consul-Goneral, Zanzibar. Continued! the 28rd August, “Dome” and. Sphinx” 
returned to-day, 

On the way (o Sur“ Drome" met and stopped several Ereneh dhows bound for 
Bussorah, and insisted on t jn to Musent flying the tricolour. On arrival at 
Sur, Shaikhs were prepared as a ody to confirm nndertaking given to Sultan, but 
Brench Consul at formal interview studiously avoided all referenee to the tlag, but visited 

privately, and it is believed got them to reeant or plead, having joined the 
undertaking under pressure, ‘This developinent is regrettable, but Edo not see that the 
qencral merits of the ease axe affected! thereby, and respectfully urge that Lord Salishury's 
concurrence in French action having been specitieally quoted, Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment may be pressed to broach the subject (o French Govermuent without delay ; more- 
over, in absence of any hint as to the wishes or intentions of Goyermment, it is very 
Uitfieult for me {o know how to advise the Sultan, who is thoroughly in earnest in matter 
and looks to British Goverument for adviee. 


uz 
Taclosure 3 in No. 96. 
Captain Coz to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Muscat, August 25, 190 

T BEG to express my thanks for your telegram of the 21st. With tanto 
the three permits. issued from Muscat, two of the owners have come here, and after 
receiving their articles from Sultan have personally handed them over to French Consul, 
who has accepted them. The third man is in Bussorah; meanwhile, his permit 
remains with Sultan. On arrival of dhows in Muscat, flying tricolour, Sultan invited 
owners to hand them to French Consul ; they replied that they feared to do this in presence 
of French gun-boat, but promised to adhere to their undertaking to give them up at 
port of registry, Sultan accepts their word for the present, but has recorded strong 


Brotet to French Consul against his action as being “inimical to his inepen- 
lence, 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 96. 
Government of Tnelia to Captain Cox. 
(Telegraphic. 


F Simla, September 1, 1900. 
does not seem necessary to convey any special assurance to the Sultan of the 
benevolent attitude of the British Government, ‘They have already given sullicient 
evidence of this, and it is their confident hope that the Sultan, by his conduct, will 
continue to deserve it, “ 





Foreign Office to India Office, 


. ; Foreign Office, September 2 . 

1 HAVE ini belive the Masques of Salbiny Gait ian at ib Gu titan 
relative to the proceedings of Hilal-bin-Avr, and to inform you that he concurs in 
approving the instructions whieh the Goverment of Intiy propose to give to the 
Political Resident in tho Persian Gulf in regard to this matter, 

Tn the e ent of Hilal-bin-Amr clain Fre i, the question of his right 
to do 80, as against his allegiance to the Sultan of Zanzibar, will become a Rane at 
discussion between Her Majesty's Government and the Fren: Tt will be 
seen, however, from the record of the interview h Ambassador on the 
oth Jun 1897, which was inclosed in Mr, Bertie's letter to “the 8th September 
following, and to made in your lstter under reply, that the Fveneh 
Government have disavowed any wish to support Hilal in promoting disturbances, 

A Tam, &. 
(Signed) 'T, 1. SANDERSON, 


ee 


No. 98. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Reccived September “6,) 


Sonfidential.) 

in, Admiralty, September 26, 1900, 

vo EAM commande by my Lords Commissioners of the “diately ta tracualt, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, eopy of w telegram dated 
the 26th instant, from Admiralty to Commander-in-olief, Bast lice as fopeating 
ship to Muscat, 


Copy has also been sent to the India Office. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


[1638] 2H 





118 


Tnelosure in No. 98. 
‘Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet. 
(Telegraphic.) Admiralty, September 26, 1900. 


‘iis desirable that-a gun-boat or small ship be sent to Muscat to remain for a 
time, 





No. 99. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received September 27.) 


Sir, Admiralty, September 27, 1900. 

WITTI reference to my communication of the 26th instant relative to a gun-boat 
proceeding to the Persian Gulf, Tam commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Nimiralty. to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
‘Affairs, copy of a telegram, dated the 27th September, from the Commander-in-chiet 
‘on the Bast Indies Station 

‘A similar commanication bas been made to the India Offiee. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


————— 
Tnclosure in No. 99. 
Rear-Addmiral Bosunquet to Admiralty, 


(elegraphic.) Port Louis, Mauritius, September 27, 1900. 


WITH reference to your telegram, the necessary orders have been issued to the 
Sonior Naval Officer in the Persian Gulf. 





No, 100. 
Mr, CL Hurdinge to the Marquess of Salisbury. (Received September 27.) 


(No. 106.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Fi St. Petersburgh, September 27, 1900. 

T TOOK an opportunity to-day of inquiring of Count Lamsdorif as to the truth 
of the report. alluded to in your Lordship's telegram No. 177 of the 24th instant, that 
the Persian Government hail succeeded in obtaining from the Imperial Government, 
or with their assistance, a further loan to the amount of 1,000,001, 

Count Lamsdorif replied that, to the best of his knowledge, the report was devoid 
of all foundation. 





No, 101, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 29.) 


WITIL reference to Sir Thomas Sanderson’s letter of 20th instant, the Under- 
Sooretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, 
for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated 
20th September, relative to the proceedings of the French at Muscat and the action 
taken by Captain Cox. 

India Office, September 28, 1900. 
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Tnclosure in No. 101. 
Lord George Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic.) September 20, 1900. 


YOUR telogram 15th September, 
Museat. Cox's proceedings approved. 





No, 102. 
‘Sir F. Plunkett to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received October 1.) 


(No. 208, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Vienna, September 27, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 206, Confidential, of the 22nd instant, I have 
the honour to inclose an interesting Memorandum by Mr, Rennie of information 
gathered by him from his friends on the staff of the Shah of Persia during their stay in 
Vienna. 

Yesterday I received the visit of Mr, Frederick Burt, to whom your Lordshi 
gave u letter of recommendation on the 20th instant at the request of Sir Joseph 
Dimsdale, 

Mr, Burt explained to me the object of his sceking an interview with the Shah's 
Grand Vizier, and, as the Persians had already left for Pesth, 1 gave him a letter of 
introduction to Mr, Conway Thornton, and L asked Mr, Rennie to give him a line to 
Dr. Adeock, the English Physician of the Sliah, 

‘Mr. Burt fins some scheme conneeted with a revival of the old Lottery Concession 
by whieh he hopes to re-establish better relations between the Persian Government and 
the London Stock Exchange. 

It appeared to me, however, that Mr, Burt is more direetly interested in petroleum 
ventures on Russian territory near ‘Tashkend than in Persia, 

He gave me the incloseil map showing the Jast scheme for pushing Russian railways 
towards India, which he said was @ confidential document furnished to him to show how 
petroleum could be brought from Tashikend to Europe at a paying, pric 

1 forwani this map to your Lordship for what it. may be worth, in ease no previot 
copy should have yet reachied the Intelligence Department, 

Thave, &e. 
sned) FR, PLUNKEDT 


Inclosure 1 in No. 102, 


Memoranctum by Mr. Rennie, 
(Confidential,) 

IN the course of the Shah’s visit to Vienna Mr. Rumbold and myself have had 
various opportunities of seeing various members of His Majesty's suite, including the 
Sadr-i-Azamn, the Nasser-ul-Mulk, and Dr, Adcock; by one and all the greatest dis- 
appointment at the abandonment of the Shab’s visit to England has been expressed, 
‘The Sadr-i-Azam, who at firt did all he could to thwart the visit, after the journey to 
St. Petersburgh and his failure to obtain any promises of support in that quarter, 
became one of its strongest advocates, in the hope that personal discussion of the 
relations between Great Britain would result in strengthening his own position and 

fal assistance in which, according to the 

need after the Shah's rein to his 

country as before the recent Russian Loan, ‘the Shab had already lost coufideuce in 
his Chief Minister when he learnt early last spring, after the conclusion of the Russian 
Loan, of the negotiations which had been commenced fora joint loan trom England and 
Russia, and which had never been brought to his knowledge, At that time the 
exigencies of the journey had prevented his dismissal, but it appears now to be generally 
thovght by the Shalis suite that His Majesty has’ decided, after his return home, to 
dismiss his Grand Vizier, to abolish the office of Sadr-i-Azam, and to substitute for the 
present system a small Council of Ministers, numbering, perhaps, five or six persons, 
ich responsible for his own Department, with the Hakim-ul-Mulk as President. ‘Chis 
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combination has lieen foreseen for some time, but the chief difficulty has been to 
persuade the Hokim-ul-Mulk to assume the responsibility of office. Apparently this 
reluctance on the part of his Excellency has been overcome, and, thwarted in his 
attempts to get promises of support or financial help from Russia, and diseppointed at 
losing the chance of obtaining assistance from England, the Sadr-i-Azam is reported to 
have said a few days ago: “Lama good chess-player myself; but now Iam check- 
mated,” 

Dr. Adcock says that, although improved in general health, the Shah is in a most 
recarious state, It is only by the utmost eare and constant supervision that his life 
iy being prolonged, ‘The end, resulting from any sudden shock, might come at any 
moment, and is certain to come within the next three or four years, During the last 
month His Majesty has engaged the services of two English gentlemen to be attached 
to his household and return with him to Persia—Mr, Lindley, a brother of Mr. Lindley, 
Secretary in Her Majesty's Legation at Tehran, who is to assist Dr, Adcock, and 
Mr, Delgano, a veterinary surgeon of some repute. z 

(Signed) FRNEST RENNIE. 


















Viennt, September 24, 1900, 





Inclosure 2 in No, 102, 
Map. 


[Not printed.) 





No. 103, 


Mr, Spring-Rire to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 1.) 


(No, 82, Secret.) 
‘Velographic,) D. 

MINISTER for Foreign Affairs hore and the Thu 
now Russian Lown, According to Persian finan 
source, payment for arms 





‘Tehran, October 1, 1900, 
jun Bank deny truth of reported 
rund wr 23 a otoret Palace 
ordered in Franco will he met by loan for 500,000, 














No. 104. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 2.) 


LN continuation of this Office letter of the 10th September, the Under-Secretary 
of Stato for Indin presents his compliments to tho Under-Secretary of State for 
Boreign Affhirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for 
the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter from the 
Foreign Seeretary to the Government of India, dated the 18th September, respecting 
tho murder of one of the ‘rucial Chiefs of the Persian Gulf, 

India Office, October 1, 1900. 











Tnelosure 1 in No, 104, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, August 24, 1900. 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Government of India, 
that E received a Report on the Ist August from the Resideney Agent at Shargah to 
the effect that on the Sth July last the Chief of Ajman, Sheikh Hamid-bin-Rashid, 
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one of the Maritime Chiefs of the Pirate Coast (vide p. 115, Aitchison’s ‘Treaties, 
Vol. X), had been killed in an attack made on Ajman by his uncle, Abdul Aziz-bin- 
Hamid. From the Agent's Report it appears that Sheikh Hamid had been wounded 
in the encounter, and was taken prisoner and subsequently put to death by his uncle's 
order. 

2 











though it is not, I understand, the policy of the Government of India to 
interfere in the local affairs of these petty Arab Chiefs so long as there is no 
disturbance of the maritime peace and the lives and property of British subjects are : 
not endangered, I considered it advisable, as the Residency Agent's Report: was some- 
what obscure, to obtain a satisfactory assurance that there was no immediate risk of 

ither of these contingencies occurring, T accordingly deputee Mr. Gaskin to visit the 
spot, and directed him to ascertain and revort to me the existing state of affairs in 
Ajman. 

NG. A copy of Mz. Gaskin's oport ia forwarded horowith, It appenta that the 
assumption of the Chiefship hy Abdul Agi is generally aequicted in, and that there 
is no likelihood of the maritime truce being broken or of other disturbance. No 
further action appears to be required, ind 1 presume that the accession of Abdul Aniz 
as Ruler of Ajman may now be tacitly acknowledged. From what Mr, Gaskin heard 
at Ajman, it appears doubtful if the Residency Agent's version that Sheikh Hamid 
was wounded and subsequently murdered is correct. It would seem that the wound 
which he received was a mortal one. 


























Tnclosure 2 in No. 104. 


Mr, Gaskin to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 





Bahrein, August 18, 1900. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 


Uth August last, and to report. that, in accordance with your instructions, I lott 
Bali 






























in Her Majesty's Royal Indian mail-steamer ‘ Lawrence” on the 13th instant 
proceeded to Sh h place was reached on the morning of the 15th. 

Off Delay wo picked up a person named Yousef-bin-Abdulla, a cousin of the 
Residenoy Agent at Shargah, who informed me that, owing to the death of Sheikh 
Homeid-bin-Abdulla, the Chief of Rasel-Khaima, some days ago, the Residency 
Agent had gone with the Sheikh of Shargah and the Headmen of the Jawasims to 
Ras-cl-Khaima, I therefore took Yousef on board, as he usually took ehargo of the 
Agency during the Residency Agent’s absence, 

‘On arrival at Shargah Fsent Yousef ashore to bring off a British Indian subject, 
named Muhammad-bin-Khalfan, who has for many years been a resident of Shargat, 
and is well informed as regards the situation and the relations existing between the 
Trucial Chiefs. One of the Headmen of Shargah came off at the same time, I 
rrogated these persons as well as Yousef, and from their statements made to me I 
came to the conclusion that, while the Residency Agent's Report as regards the 
murder is correct, there appears to be no grounds for fearing troubles or disturban 
occurring to endanger the maritime peace and the lives and properties of Bi 
subjects, 

T was informed that the murder of Sheikh Homei 
between Abdul Aziz and other members of the ruling 
haying failed to make them regular allowances out of the re 
consequently no riot or disturbance took p! 
Al Ali tribe are likely to interest themselyes on behalf of the murdered Sheikh’s 
brothers, who are young, and unlit to take up the government of Ajman, I was also 
told that the Sheikh of Shargalt lins no intention of interfering. 

On the 16th instartt I called in at Ajman with a view to ascertain whether all was 
quiet and to obtain any other information that may bo useful. Abdul Aziz sent on 
board Abdulla-bin-Sultan, one of his cousins aud supporters, to meet me, Yousef, 
whom I had sent on a-head from Shargah to find out what was going on, brought off 
With him an old Arab trader of Ajman, named Sulim-bin-Khamis. ‘The statemonts of 
Aldutla and Salim were corroborated by Yousef, and further convinced me of the 
improbability of trouble occurring. 1 was given to understand that all was quiet, and 
Abdul Aziz has been accepted by the family and the inhabitants as their Ohief, that he 
has come to terms with the tribes residing in the district of Ajman, and that, on his* 
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usurping authority, he told the British subjects residing there they have noth'ng to 
fear, and he would protect them, He is said to be a strong man, and generally 
respected, and, if this is the ease, he ought to make a good Ruler. g 

T landed Yousef at Ajman, and left on the 16th in the forenoon, and arrived here 
early this morning. 





No. 105. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 2. 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
retary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 13th September, regarding 
Muscat alfairs 

India Office, October 1, 1900, 











Inclosure in No. 105. 


Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Muscat, September 1, 1900. 
gram, dated the 26th A 1 have 
formation regarding passing events in 


(Confidential) f 

IN acknowledging the receipt of your te! 
the honour to furnish the following further i 
Muse 








and they 





2, ‘Po such dhows as have called here M. Ottavi issued fresh ‘crew lists 
requently- proceeded unmolested on their voy : 
ae ine anth iuwtant, Captain Martel, conmaning the “Drdme," stated 
spontaneously at the dinner table, in the presence of several other persons, that he bad 
Then overhauting the French dhows in Matra Harbour by the light of the Brussels Act, 
and had. noticed several details in which they did not conform to the Brussels Act, 
vel 
ma (a.)_ Names in the wrong places; on the quarter iastead of on the stern, jf 
(b,) Names juinted, or affixed on w separate piece of board by two or three nails, 
instead of being cut into the timbers of the vessel. 
(c.) Namies often upside down ; 
(a.) No numbers printed across the sails, r e 
He added that he had taxed M. Ottavi with these ierezularities, but that the latter 
made light of them and to think them unimportant and of common occurrence. 
Vaal these details (especially the display of register Nos. on the sails) been considered 
unimportant by the fruwers of the Aet, they would presumably net have formed the 
subject of u special Article, and before dismissing the subject I have the honour again to 
draw. attention to the fact, an important one from our point of view, that these 
irregularities, which would all of them be patent to the most exsual observer baving the 
Tenet familiaity with the Brussels Act, were existent during and at the end of M. Ottavi’s 
tojourn at Sur, undertaken annually, during which he is ostensibly ewployed in correcting 
coh shorteownigs, and generally seeing that the dhows Bying the French fag and their 
yer are in order. 
Pate rhe fact that the French do not admit the right of search should surely make them 
ke sure that their protected eralt conform to the spirit of the other 
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well-worn ground that the Sultan had not objected before; had no right to do so now; 
and thut the issue of French flags did him no barm, He (M. Ottavi) then went on to 
make the naive statement that: he had never claimed to give the flag-holders protection. 
‘The Sultan replied that he had repeatedly objected, both verbally and in writing, and that 
it was aot true that M. Ottavi did not claim to exercise protection over the flag-holders. 
He added that he did not admit having done anything wrong or unconstitutional, and 
repeated his request that, if M. Ottavi had any complaint to make on bebalf of his 
Government, he would put it in writing. M. Ottavi replied that it would take twa or 
three days to write such a letter, whereas the matter might be arranged in conversation in 
45 many minutes. ‘The Sultan, however, persisted in his request and said that he had as 
yet no clear idea as to what M. Ottavi’s complaint was, still less whether it came from 

self or from the French Government. The interview, during which Captain Martel, 
who knows no Arabic, remained a silent spectator, then terminated. I need hardly say 
that M. Oitavi’s present pretension that he claims no protection will not bear examination, 
His action in the case of Salin-bin-Sead (vide Foreign Department letter dated 
the 4th May, 1900) is conclusive evidence to the contrary. Moreover, he has on more 
than one occasion demanded the release of French protégés whom the Sultan bad taken 
into custody for debtor other causes, and obtained his object owing to the Sultan's inability 
to resist. 

5, The Sultan subsequently informed me that at this interview M. Ottavi alternately 
stormed at aud appealed to him, and was so excited and angry when he left that he 
(the Sultan) never expected to sce him aguin, Nevertheless, twenty-four hours later 
another audience was asked, for himsell and Captain Martel, and was granted on the 
0th instant. 

On this occasion all mention of the flag question was carefully avoided. ‘They began 
by asking permission for the “ Didme” to land her coal, and this was of course accorded. 
M. Oltavi then reverted to the question of his Dragoman, Abdul Aviz, ancl axain insisted 

Sultan's receiving him as a medium of communication, ‘The Sultan remained 
obdurate and rejoined that it was neither right nor courteous for M. Ottayi to seek thus 
persistently to force upon him a man (an Oman subject of his own by birth) whom he 
was not willing to receive, and pointed out thut there were plenty of other persons in 

whom he could employ, ‘The interview then came to an end, but the next 
morning M. Ottavi sent Abdul Aziz (as he had done once before recently while the Sultan 
was absent and his brother Saiyid Mubammad, acting for him) to force himsell into the 
Sultan's presence, He was met, however, by the Vazir Saiyid Saced aud suformed that 
it was useless his attempting to enter the Palace, as the guards had been ordered not to let 
him pass. Saiyid Saeed then went on to M, Ottayi's house, accompanied by Abdal 
Aziz, and once nore informed the French Consul that the Sultan's determination not to 
receive Abdul Aziz was final, It is doubtiul, however, whether M. Ottavi will accept it 
as such, M, Ottavi's endeavours to force Abdul Aziz upon the Sultan at the present 
juncture arise, J think, from two motives:— 

1n the first place, he probably thinks that, if Abdul Aziz could gain access to the 
Sultan's ear for a few minutes every day, he might succeed’ in influencing or frightening 
him into surrender in the matter of the flag. 

Secoudly, he perhaps hopes, that it he continues to press the reception of Abdul 
Aziz at the Palace, the Sultan may do something unconstitutional, and give the “ Drdme” 
some excuse for a display of force, 

‘The Sultan has reniained very staunch in spite of the persistent pressure, and it is 
only fair to him to remind Governinent that he has no personal feelings in the matter of 
Abdul Aziz, aud maintains his present firm attitude, simply because he knows that 
his reception of Abdul Aziz would bring him into disfavour with the British Govern« 
ment, 

©. Before closing this letter I beg leave to add a few 
the present position trom a local point of view. 

Tannot help fearing that British interests, whicb are vitally affected by the French flag 
question, are more critically situated than Her Majesty’s Government, pethups, realize from 
4 judicial consideration of the record. 

It is now two and a-half months since His Highness returned from Sur, and since 1 
dispatched my report ou the general question of the flag to Government, and from the 
communications since received, I gather that, as regards the Edict issued by the Sultan, 
with prospective effect, His Highness as the entire support of the British Government, 
but that in respect of the Sultan’s independent action at Sur, Government regard it as 
matter between him end the French Government which does not concern them. ‘They, 
iuowever, do not appear to think that there was anything unconstitutional in his pro- 
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cedure, and consider that, if he maintains a firm attitude, the French bave no ground for 
extreme measures, and can, in fact, do nothing. ‘This is no doubt theoretically the case. 
‘Dhe actual local position, however, bears a somewhat different aspect. Granted that the 
Sultan offered a draft letter to Government requesting them to act on his behalf, and then 
fa few weeks later, during which no reply had been received, av: imself of a sudden 
and unforeseen opportunity of taking measures on his own account, with regard to which 
time didnot admit of reference to Government, nevertheless it must, I think, be 
remembered that the idea lying at the root of this action was that the matter was one. 

respect of which the British Governinent were stronzly interested, and had been pressing 
him for years to assert himself, and in regard to which he no doubt inwardly thought that, 
so long’ as he acted constitutionally and his cause was good, the British Government 
‘would at all events oot allow him to suffer, He is now informed that, as regards the Balict 
‘and for the future, he has the entire support of the British Government, but, meanwhil 

is beset with what are for him great present difficulties. M. Ottavi, with the “ Drome 
At his back, and emboldened by the fact that Her Majesty’s Government has in the last 
two and acholf months made no move, is persisten' ying and intimidating the Sultan, 
fone day with regard to the flag question, the next anent the reception of Abdul Aziz, 
‘Phe Sultan, as, I think, will be realized, has hitherto maintained his ground courageously. 
But, as before reported, he is constantly plied by reports circulated by the Freuch Consul 
that the British Government are too much employed elsewhere to give him any support, 
anil that the present attitude of the French Consul and *Didme” is being taken with 
Lord Salisbury's acquiescence. e : 

On his part, the Sultan feels that he is a weak Potentate, entering the lists against a 
‘grout nation, and if the intimidation continues much longer without a diversion in his 
behalf being undertaken by Her Majesty's Government, he will, [ fear, eventually 
succumb, especially if any display of material force is made, or if another French vessel 
should appear on the scene, If he succumbs at all, there must be great danger that in 
sélf-preservation he will give in altogether and recall his Haict, and the flag ditficalty will 
be sturted afresh, 

To this connection, 1 earnestly urge upon Government the importaiice with which the 
flag question is endowed in respect arly every momentous question in the Gulf, such 
as tho Slave ‘Trude and the aris traffic, in both of which cases it presents the chief’ bar to 
4 solutions and 1 respectfully. inquire whether, in view of the Sultan's draft of the 

my Report and corroborated by 

y of State for Foreiga Atfuirs 

mit at once, been 

being able to inform him that'this has been done would yo 

f greut way to reassure the Sultan, and give him courage to sce the matter through; and 
the converse to this is equally the ease. 





No. 106, 
Mr. ©. Hardinge to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received October 8.) 


(No. 809.) 
My Lord, St. Petersburgh, September 27, 1900. 
1 TGOK the opportunivy to-day, without mentioning the source of my information, 
inquire of Coane Lamsdorft whether there was any truth in the report that the 
nent hai obtained lan of 1,000,000 from the Russian Government. 
, 80 far as he knew, such 
news was completely ; 
[will iu any ease make further inquiries elsewhere as to’ the truth of the report in 
qquestion. 
Thave, &e. 
igned) | CHARLES HARDINGE, 
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No, 107. 


Mr. Spring-Rice (0 the Marquess of Sali (Received October 8.) 
(No. 83) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 8, 1900. 
WTI reference to my telegram of Ist October. Information has reached me 
that a new loan has been arranged in Paris for 1,800,001. ‘The taxes of the Caspian 
provinces, which Europeans will administer, are to form the security. 
Tam also informed that a large quantity of arms, together with additional Russian 
officers, are being sent, 





No. 108, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 9.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the informution of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 20th September, regarding: 
affairs at Bushi 

India Office, October 8, 1900. 


Inclosure in No, 108. 
Lieutenamt-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, September 8, 1900, 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Government. of India, a 
somewhat serious incident which has recently occurred here, About midnight, on the 
ight of the 80th Ausust, we wero disturbed by a number of rifle shots fired in the 
close vicinity of the Sahzabad Resideney. The fiting, which seemed to come from several 
sides of the Residency, lasted for a minute or two, and some twenty slots were, { think, 
fired. On account of the heat of the weather, I and the rest of the Residency establish 
ment were sleeping in the open air, but fortunately no one was hit, though some of the 
shots struck the Resideney. One of my eécort horses was, however, killed, and from 
the evidence obtainable he was, L believe, deliberately fired at from a distance of two 
or three yards, though most of the shots were, I think, fired without any definite aim, 
‘The night was dark, and the assailants appear to have arrived on the scone without any 
ne hearing or seeing them, and again made off in the darkness, in what direction it ix 
not known, I have a guard of eighteen men of the 21st Bombay Infantry with me nt 
Sabzabad, but by the time they had fallen in the firing had ceased, and nothing could 
be done, as no one knew in what direction the assailants had made off, and owing to the 
nature of the ground round the Resideney, which is very broken and intersected by 
ravines, any pursuit was out of the question, ‘The remainder of the night was quiet and 
no further disturbance has since occurred, should add that the one sentry farnislied by 
the guard is posted within the Residency compound aud some distance froin the stables, 
which during the summer months are in the open outside the compound, and some 
100 yards distant from the Residency. 

Tam at present in the dark as to who the persons who committed the outrage 
were and with what object it was committed, Robbery, Fam convinced, was not 
the motive, and I do not think thal there was any intention to take life. At first 1 
naturally came to the conclusion that the assailants were Tangistanis. No one elo, it 
seemed to me, would be sufficiently daring to commit an outrage of this nature, ‘The 
Governor of Bushire, with whom I communicated at once, also informed me that, in his 
opinion, there was little doubt that Ali Khan aud his followers were responsible, It is 
possible, however, that this view may not be correct, and against it is the total absence 

‘ny warning whieh we should probably have recelved i the Tangistanis had meditated 
au attack, 
_ On the other hand, it is well known that a section of the Tangistani tribe havo a 
feud « loge stating with the present “ Kedkhuda,” or Headman of Reshire, owing 
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to whose action they have been prevented on account of their previous misdeeds from 
coming into Bushire and its vieinity, and it is well known that on this account they are 
discontented, It is also believed that Ali Khan wishes to seeure the position of Kedkhuda of 
Reshire for himself, and it is very probable tliat on these accounts the attack was made 
in order to bring disgrace on the present Kedkhuda and secure his dismissal. Other 
theories have been advanced, one of which is that the outrage was planned by the Darya 
Bogi himself, the Governor of Bushire, as a pretext for an expedition against the 
Tangistanis, which would be the means of replenishing is somewhat empty exchequer. 
‘his theory is not beyond the range of possibility, though T myself’ hesitate to eredit it. 
Another theory, and one adyanced by the Governor himself, is that the outrage was. 
planned by his enemies to bring diseredit on him, 

It is futile, however, considering that the incident is of such recent occurrence, 
to examine the yatious theories which can he and are being put forvard to account for it. 
[Pit is traced to the Tangistanis, #t seems to me that, the Persian Government have 
incurred w very grave responsibility, The numerous lawless acts attributed to this tribe 
of recent years are kuown to the Government of India, My prede in his letter 
dated the 1th March, 1995, submitted x Report on the subj then, in 
the heginning of June of the present year, another murder of x Persian named Hassan, 
4 relative of the Jemadar Mahmud, was committed in the +i the telegraph 
Duildings, but up to the present no steps have been taken by the Persian Government 
to trace the murderers, ‘The case of the murders committed in the house of Mahmud, 
the Nelegrap! Jemadar, in 1508, s(ill remains unsettled, and no attempt has been made 
{o punish the porpetiators and to obtain the compensation which is Mabmud’s due, It 
is only. to be expected that the auis have been encouraged by the immunity 
whieli they have J, and althouzh, as stated above, Lam unable to attribate with 
Certainty the present outrage to them, itisevidont that, untess and until they are brought 
to accoint for their past olfences, further disturbances, attended, perhaps, with more 
serious consequences, may at any time oecur, +e 

‘4, It is intolerable that this tribe, whether at one time on account of a superstition 
that Uie bench marks on the sliore at Reshire prevent the rain from coming or at another 
time on account of their local disputes with the Headmen of Reshire or for any other 
reason, should continue to make Reshire the scene of their outra; and it is possible 
that, if the Persian Government do not now recognize the gravity of the situation, T 
muy’ haye to apply for an inercase of the Residency guard, in order to afford efficient 

‘tection to the Residency and Government ‘elegraph Department. Twill submit 
1 further report. when anything further is known as to who the perpetrators of the 
utiage were, and when it is seen what action the Persian Government intend to tak 

Tn conclusion, [would add that { have reported the occurrence to Her Majesty 
Charge d’Affaires! at Tehran, who has made a strong representation to the Persian 
Government on the subject, and a copy of this letter will also he sent to bin 





No. 109, 
India Ojfice to Foreign Office—(Received October 42.) 


DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
hewewith, for the information of the Seoretaty of State, copy of inclosures in Government 
cof India Foreign Sectotary’s letter, dated thé 20th September, regarding French commerce 
sat anil around Muscat, 

India Office, October 11, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 109. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Bushire, August 27, 1900. 

WITH reference to Foreign Department Indorsement, dated the Gth July, 1900, om 
the subject of French commerce at and around Muscat, { have the honour to forward, for 
the information of the Government of India, copy of a lettcr dated the 14th instant, 
from the Political Agent, Muscat. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 109. 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


(Confidential. Muscat, August 14, 1900, 

IN returning, in original, the Trade Report of the Vice-Consul for France, received 
with your despatch of the 28th July, Ihave the honour to offer a few observations with 
regard thereto, 

2. The communication throws a good deal of light on the doings of M. Goguyer in 
Muscat and elsewhere in these waters. It will be remembered that, while M. Goguyer 
on arrival here always gave out that he was a merchant, it was several times pointed out 
in reports submitted regarding his doings that his only quasi-mercantile behaviour 
consisted in his going about the bazaars collecting samples and canvassing for orders, 

that he was expect ments from home, which, however, never arrived, 
For want of any other explanation, it was supposed. that this procedure of his was merely 
ablind. ‘The report under remark, however, explains it. It is. probable, therefore, that 
the present scheme for the introduction of French trade goods into Muscat emanates 
from M. Goguyer, and that if he was not specially deputed by the French Government (as 
the fact that he is fed and financed by M, Ottavi. renders probable), his scheme has been 
supported by M. Ottavi in return for services rendered in other ways. 

8. As to the scheme itself Tam of opinion that, for reasons which I shall explain, 
it is not within the bounds of present practicability. When I first came to Muscat it 
strack me at once as peculiar that, although there was direct communication between 
here and London, the tocal traders obtained all their trade goods from Bombay, and 1 
made inquiries from several of the leading merchants on the subject and received the same 
answer from all: briefly, that direct dealings with Europe had often been tried, but 
without success, and that it paid them hetter to deal with Bombay. 

‘The reasons for this are not far to sek, Bombay merchants, in a lange way of 
Vusiness, for the supply of the Indian market, and getting huge consignments of piece- 
goods from Europe are understood to commence yon at least a 5 per cent, better footing 
with the shij ford to supply their constituents in Muscat, often out of bond, 
aut rates which, even after addition of freight from Bombay to Kurrachee, are not less 
favourable t we at which w comparatively small shipper could import goods from 
London to Muscat direct. 

‘Travellers from several English and American firms have visited Mulseat fiow time to 
time with insti rect trade from Europe or America, but with the almost 
invariable res w find the only means of building up such a trade is through the 
medium of astute agents in Bombay. The Bombay route offers so many: incidental 

iges which the Europe-Muscat method does not. ‘The communication is periectly 

regular and four times more frequent, and the sea-journey” six days instead of a month. 

‘The small trader here can wa market and obtaitt goods required in w little over a 

fortnight from date of order. And when the cable is extended to Museat this fortnight. 
be reduced by half. 

4. As for the idea of inaugurating a bazaar or depot here for sale and storage of 
Frencl-made goods, there is no inherent reason why it should not eventually succeed, 
but f doubt if France ean produce the quality of goods required, and am of opinion that 
it could be only run successfully if subsidized by the French Government or taken up by 
big capitalists, wlio could afford te bide thelr tine indefinitely for'a xoturi on thelr 
outlay, 

Neither of these contingencies seems probable, If Levantines, or petty French 
traders were persuaded to statt operations here, the Bania element, which has. pratically 
monopolized the Muscat trade for the last century, would, I am confident, resent their 
ingress and combine to stifle them. 


No, 110. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 15.) 
(No, 89, 
My Lord, Gulahek, September 18, 1900. 
1 HAD the honour to inform your Lordship, in my despatch No. 80 of the 


25th July, of the present condition of the fund obtained by the Persian Government by 
ans of the Russian Loan, 
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Tt is evident that but a small amount, if any, will remain in the hands of the Govern 
ment sifier the Shah's return from Europe. 

‘Phe condition of Persian finance will then be as follows :— 

‘The sourees of revenue are + 

1, The Customs, which bring in net about 350,000. to 400,00015 

2 Revenue derived from Concessions, which should be about 110,001. ; but this 
souree of revenue has been forestalled, the payments having been commuted for lump sums, 
vin the case of the forests of Muzanderan snd the mines of Azerbaijan, or else no payments 
wliatever are matte, as in the ease of the Russian road to Resht. 

3, ‘The revenue of the  Maliat,” or land tax, and rents of the State properties 

‘The Shah has disposed of most of the State lands to his favourites, ‘The total 
revenue from State kinds and land tax should be 910,000. In sterling value the yield of 
the “Malia,” since 1876 has decreased from 1,600,001, to 940,000/., although in native 
‘urroncy it has remained practically the same. But as prices have more than doubled 
jn the last twenty years, the yield of the * Malint” should have increased in proportion. 

Such ay it is it appeats to he almost entirely absorbed cither by the perpetual 
pensions granted by Persian Monarchs, or by the Governors, before it reaches. the 
Central Government, and it appears doubtful whether the Skuh derives any appreciable 
reventic from this source. 

‘Tho Central Government thus will dispose of an absolutely certain income of some 
£200,000, supplemented by: n doubtfit and varying tevenue derived from the provinces and 
from sales of provincial Governor 

Four yents ago, at the sion, he appears to have found about 1,000,000/. 
in his father’s treastiry. Tt is supposed that this has been expended in addition to a large 
part of the 2,000,000 devived from the Russian Loan. 

Tt is plain that this “Malint”” could be made to yield a considerable revenue if 
properly assessed and managed, but in the four yours of the Shab’s reign no steps, what- 
‘ever have been ta ‘ou except lor the short period when the Nasr-ul-Mulk 
was Minister of Finance. 

[i relorms are hot soon introduced the Persian Government will dispose of a revenue 
sufficient 10 mect the most necessary requirements of Government and is disabled by 
the terms of the Loan Concession from borrowing except from the Russian Bank, ‘The 
alternative before Persia will then be cither to surrender the control of the Customs to 
Russia or (o borrow on such terms us Tinssia may be disposed to agree to, 

The introduction of reforms is not regarded kere as possible under the present 
Administration. 

Lhave, 8, 
(Signed) GECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No. 11, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receivedt October 15.) 


(No, 0, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Gulahels, September 18, 1900. 

{HAVE the honour to refer to my immediately preceding despatch on the subject of 
Persina finan 

Tn the cireumstances theiein set fortls, it becomes a matter of serious consideration 
whether the business of the Imperial Bunk of Persia can continue to be carried on 
successfully, 

‘At present, owing to the unbusinesslike methods of the Persian Government and the 
Russian Bank, the money trausictioas connected with the loan have been mainly carried 

Wy the Imperial Bark, who haye derived very large protits. For instauee, as the 
Persians insisted at the time of the loau cn importing bullion to be coined in Persia, and 
the Mint is unable to coin wove than a limited quantity per day, the Persian Government, 

its liabilities, have beon forced (besides paying heavy freight and insurance on the 

silver) to foro from the Bank on the security of the ingots, In this manner the 
Persian Government lias paid for the present year about 20 per cent, interest on the money 
necessary for eurrying on current busiviess. 

Dut when the loan money is exhausted, as must soon be the ease, the only trustworthy’ 
source of revenie will be the Custosns, and half the revenue from this source is pledged for 
the service of the loan. 


The business of the Bank has hitherto mainly éonsi 
sollte business of the Bank bas hitherto. mainly consisted in advances to the Pe 
Government. he Persian Gorernment wil no doubt stil be willing to take money 
Ree jut will cee postion to offer adequate seoarity. ‘There remains the issue 
of loans to private individuals, and this i in is per certain! 
Sol a ae te hs in Persi s perhaps & dangeroas, and eerily a 
would add that the illegal issue of bank-notes is. st i 
al -notes is still continued at Shimz, notwith- 
standing repeated protests ou the part of the Bank and of Her Maj fae Sa a 
hat the Persian Government seems quite unabl ally . 
that th quite unable to take aiy 
On the ater hand it isso evidently i te interest of the Persian Government that 
a ess should not become the monopoly of the Russinns, that a 
at ne ly e sy threat, 
retirement might force the authorities to adopt more favourable atte. But Hine 
tude, uoles Snancial reforms are eatred out the Persian Government will not 
ion to offer satisfactory guarantees to an English bank doing business with 
the unless supported by overwhelming political force. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


effective steps in the 





No, 112, 


Mr. Spring-Rice (o the Marquess of Salistury.—(Racetved October 15.) 
(No. 91.) 
My Lord 
Lordy Gulaliek, September 19 
tated, HAVE the honour to inform vour Lordship that the M et for Toren Amie 
stated yesterday that His Majesty the Shah would arrive at the frontior at the end of 
October and setuny to Tehran at the besionins of Deco sal 
__, Rumours are current: here that on the Shah’s arrival at "Tabriz he 
Sade-Avam and replace hi either by a Comittee of Ministers or by the Nioweree 
Governor of Azerbaijan, or the Makimeul-Mulk. 
her consent, There is no doubt that discontent 
especially at Tabreez, 
From many quarters reports have reached thi i 
quarters reports h ed this Legation that Russia has offore 
Joan forthe purpose of torbyng the southern eoast, nd that thirtycive Rustin otf 
will Be lent the Shah for the reorganization of his army, i sae SS 
‘Sho Persian Government strenuously deny the ttuth of 
Pers of these ruynours, 
Fons Micali have taken place along: the Khorasan and ‘Acentitjan Srotiey het 
fussian Cossiicks and Persian tribesmen, om both my Russian calles Moshi 


td-Dowleh I have learnt that these have led to anitnate i 
Ml, de NGtdoft as also theiFrench ChurgerAtiier Ate Co ioe ie spot 


isa the 
i Sultanch, 
It is even said that Russia has given 

inst the Sudr-Azam is growing, 


and a new 
who has plundered a Turkish 


vi ‘rto relused to surrender hit 
‘was for some time iu the hands of the authoritie: Se Re Sarena Ea OEIC 


at ae ind iGlaree d’ Affaires assures me tl 
lively fear of the dispatch of Russian officers to. the Arabista i 
‘ 0 the Arabistan border and wi c 
Ung they an to avoid such & contngeney. A sinall force hutnap aa 
antrated 1 « Govern a : 
gata near Kemansta, othe Goveriar as btn tl to take energetic estes 
sig N°gpInons ae roccedng at Constantinople on the subject and an annngement i 
id to hi arrived at with regard to the Azerbaijan frontier, where f 
authorities have already taken certain steps to punish the iG 
ices have been steadily falling ant! there is reason to hope for a quiet winter. 
_ Thave, &¢, 
(Signed) ’ CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


lithe is convinced the Persians have a 








(0, 113, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Murquess of Salishury.—(Received October 15.) 


$0, 92 

Mis bend, Grlick, September 19, 1900. 
T HAVE. the honour to inform your Lordship that on the night of the 20th August 

‘an attack was made on Her Majesty's Residency near Sabzabad, near Bushire, by an 

‘armed party, supposed to be Tongustani, Firing continued for some minutes, and a horse 

helongig t the Residency guard was killed. Fortunately uo oue was injured, though 
shots ious! 

MN He aivigg this inteligence Tealled on the Mushised:Dowlh, who bad not yot 
heard of it, and informed him of the oceurrence, I reminded him at the same time that 
the ung Vado au attack two sear before on the tolegrayofce at Reshire, 
and hal killed two Persians employed by the 'Pelegraph Departnient. No satisfuetion hai 

ee wat once dispatched instructions to. the Governor to take all mensures 
0 putish he augresons, and promised (as indeed, he had fequontly done 
o previous months) that adequate satisfaction would be obtained for tle previous 


Tealled a week after on his Bxcellency, and asker him what measures hud been 
taken, Ho said he hid authorized. the Darya Beghi to obtain troops, if necessary, from 

in order to. pussish: the guilty parties. At the instance of Colonel Kensball, 1 
pointed out to his Excellency that it was not absolutely certain that the aggressors were 


Bushire. 
ui-ul-Tojar vas still in the town, and 

Tealled again on the MushiredsDowleh, who informed me that he had been allowed 

fortnights gree, but would certainly be removed before the end of the month, 

Tle added that, according to the information which lad reached him, the whole 
Using dest organized in onder to embarrass the Goverment, ud that Her Majesty's 
Legation might red that no pains would be spared in order fo punish the 
sigreesors. T_pointed out to his Exeelleney that throughout our couvertation on the 
subject. { had mide no demand, being confident that he would do his best to remove the 
‘liscredit attaching to any country in which the Representatives of a friendly Government 

¢ attueked or insulted, 
yore Tre masured me inthe. most solemn nianner that the Persian Govesnnuent was fally 

ive to the gravity ofthe oecumenee, ani that they would do-all thoy could, Was there 
‘anything more { could suggest # I said T made no suggestion, bat leit the matter entirely 
to iim. Taidded that your Lordship would await with interest. the result of the measures 
‘which had been taken, gence 

ned) CECIL SPRING-RICE 





No. 14. 
Mr. Spring-Riee Ja the Maryuess of Salisbury.—(Received October 15 


(ier Gutahek, September 20, 1900. 
S THAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events ia 
Persia, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 114, 
Monthly Summary of News, 


Tehran.—The price of wheat has fallen to 11-12 tomans. Tt is thought that it 
nill not fall much lower. ‘The city is singularly quiet, and there isa dearth of news, 
is said that the French Government have applied to the Austrian Government, asking for 
the extradition of a certain Baron Kollischer, on account of the attacks made by him on 
the French Minister in Tehran. ‘Phe Austrian Goverament have declined to do so. 
Tabrees districts round ‘Tabreez are reported as being very good 
andl prices falling. ‘There is an improvement in the trade in carpets: large consignments 
for Constantinople and Europe are leaving, 
Resht—It is reported that M. Polch 
there with the rank of Consul-General. 
Kermenshah.—The British Agent reports that owing to the disturbances. on the 
Turco-Persian frontier, betwe Kurd tribes, tha 
horse, and three auns have been asseinbled, and are 
Astrabai.—The Persian Front 


mov, formerly Consul at Resht, is returning 


Mesiied.—There hus been lately from Meshed. 
Itis reported that the cholera in Herat aud Cabul is subsiding, ‘The quarantine 
measures agtinst Afgbonistan do not seem to be very rigorously enfor 
His Imperial Highness the Zil-es-Sultan has been in constant communica 
is lately, his telezraph account being a Leavy on 
land, the missionary to the Jews, has taken his one convert to Hamadan, and 
Bishop Stewart has left in the direction of Shiraz, 
The *Tollab’” (religious. stud 


losome; His Tmparial 
Highness the Zil had o¢ 


jon to hive one of them punished lately, whereupon 
a body to Agha Nejefl, the Majlitahed, nnd -demanded the deposition 


it is reported that filty cks have by 
vison of Ispahan is exceedingly small 
bance which wight a 
he anvival of these Cossacks is attributed to the representations of the Ru 
jas whose influence with the Zil-es-Sultan is increasing, ‘Phe Zils 
tan has lent one of his country houses to Prince Dubija as a suminer residence 


nonlered to come here from ‘Tebran, 
ad quite inadequate (a cope with any 


ian 


{cis said here, and there is believed to be considerable truth in it, that His Imperial 
8s aspires to obtaining the control of Fars as well ns Ispahan, 
‘This will not meet with the approval of the Central Government, bat it is thouzht 


that he will be backed up by the Russians, to serve their own purpose, The Nasiteule 
Mulk, an influential person in Shiraz, has been at Ispahan a short time and is leaving for 
‘Tehran on a mission, the object of wh tiot public. ‘The Zilves-Sultan is anxious to 
gomrantee an advance from the Inperial Bink to this person, from which it may he 
‘assumed that His Imperial Highness is not uninterested in the Nasir-ul-Mulk’s journey 

‘A Russian traveller who was yecidentally wounded by the discharge of a Mauser 
pistol some months ago, tas ow recovered sufficiently to. continue his journey; he 
proceeded straight from Ispahon ty Kaz 

Shirnz,—News has heen jeccived that the tribes near the Yead road, at Debbid, and 
Khun-e-Khergun have been rioting, the cause being the news that the Shah was dead. 
M. Sinvais, the Director of the Cy at Bushire, visited Shiraz in connection with the 

ements of the Customs, anil the imposition of fresh duties. 

Bushire—The Daray i, who his been collecting revenue arrears in the 

ibourhood of Bunder Abhus and Lingah, with the wid of the Persian ship 
* Persepolis,” has returned to Bushis 

He has appointed his brother, Hoji Khan, to be Gévetnor of Li 

‘The Persian merchants residing in Bombay have telegraphed to the Central Govern- 
ment demanding the repeal of the now Custows Tariff, threatening that if their demand ix 
ot complied with, that they will expatriate themselves; it is not known what reply they 
have received, 

M. Pellenberg, a Russian traveller, has been at Mohammerah inquiring into the 





132 


market for Kerosene and sugar, He gave ont that Russian firm would shortly begin 
Dusiness at Ahwaz, and that a line of Russian steamers would be run up the Gulf, 
Messrs: Lynch Brothers have raised local rates for eituo from 84 Ibs. to 70 Ibs. to 
the kran. rom user Abbas it in reported that a Russian surveving party has let 
Yerd for Bunder Abbas, their object being the selection of a route for 4 proposed 
Tae se Pali esideron at cubsitud ape rea’on atsnigln mevernl bullets alta te 
«the hone of oe ofthe Resident’ cavalry esort vas ile, but foruuatel 
was wounded, ‘The outrage ed to the Tangistanis, a tribe living in 
Frente od toe macland «d-Dowleh at ‘Tehran has telezraphed to the 
arya Beghi tl cans to bring the perpetrators to justice, und that, if 
necessary, troops are to be ordered from Shiraz for the purpose. 
eae “Gigved) C. V. SCHNEIDER, Captain, Assistant Military 
acké, Her Britonnic Majesty's Legation, 
Tehran. 
‘Tehran, September 1%, 1900, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 114, 
Monthly Summary of Nees (Additional). 


‘Tabreez:—Her Majesty's Consul-General reports that the Governor of the Urumiah 

district lias taken energetic action against the Kurds on the Turkish frontier, who have of 
ate been extremely troublesome, 

a ‘Accenling nen from the districts fn the neighbourhood, ho raided their ages und 

able ‘The Kurds were much astonished at any combined 

this counter-raid is said to haye been most 


into Afghanistan scems to have 
i i Owing to 
sided. ‘Trains are reported as arriving at Shaik-Juniaid twi Owing 
tie cclatonce of hater tv lems te sieobundl arising At Mahe fa cahuteted der 
Russian supervision. bs Rehceeis 
The Helgian Customs authorities at Meshed are contowplatin 11 European 
oficial to Seistan to supervise. the an ents made there, The Russian post from 
Seistan was attacked a little while ozo, but the messenger sueveeded in out-pacing the 
rubbers ‘The Governor of the disc mn which the attempt took place sent some men in 
suit of the thieves, One of his servants was killed. 3 - 
Pee ale reported at Gh ii Candahar. ‘The garrison of Merv is stated by a 
hewswriter to consist at present of 1,000 infantry and 800 Cossacks. The writer saw no 
eas : ; he effect that the Le 
Txpahin—the Acting Consul his telegraphed to the effes n 
ceantyinee sills from Shiraz, has been attacked and robbed of some letters and. money near 
Aminabad, between Ispaban and Shiraz. Aminabad has always borne @ bad reputation, 
Phe vobbers axe supposed to be uiewbers of the wandering tribes who summer in that 
a : 
res ieee ile inforonton as) besn fe trom Shits, except that the Malls 
e ative in meddling with the affairs of the Local Government. 
ie Mushire-—-In conjunction with the attack on the British Resideney, the news has 
ived that the house of M. Simais, the Director of Customs, was also fired on, Suspicion 
is ow dzectal on a Persian the * Nazdin-al-Tojjan “Ue is thought to have instigated 
the people who committed both these outrages. ‘The Persian Government has orde 
this person to quit Bushire, He is well known to be disaffected, and an intriguer 
(Signed) ©, V. SCHNEIDER, Captain, Assistant Military 
‘Attaché, Her Britannic Majesty's: Legation, 
Tehran. 
Tehran, September 20, 1900. 





(No, 98.) 
My Lord, lahek, September 28, 1900, 

WITH reference to your Lor Confidential, of the 22nd 
August, inelosing a statement of claims against the Persian Government, I have the 
honour to state that a summary of this statement has been communicated to the Persian 
Government with a request that effective steps may be taken for their settlement, 

In handing in my note to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, I explained to his Excellency that 
these claims tind many of them been pending for a long time, and thet, although 
authority liad been given to the local officials to scttle some of them, it appeared that 
this authority was insufficient. I urged therefore that competent olficials should be 
appointed to examine into the question of claims, with full authority to arrive at a 
settlement. 

His Exeelleney informed me, in reply, that as to some of them the Persian Gover 
ment had already communicated its answer; as to others he promised that as soon as 
the Gorernors of Arabistan and Bushire returned to their posts ho would appoint 
Committees to investigate the claims and settle them on the spot, 

1 have the honour to inclose a Memorandum giving the substance of the Persian 
reply as to certain important claims which have been presented by Her Majesty's 
Legation, 

Your Lordship will observe that the Persian Government deny theit liability to pay 
either the indemnity to Mr, Graves’ family or to the British subjects who sufloreil losy at 


the bombardment of Lingah, and it is unlikely that they will yield on either of theve 
points except under compulsion. 

With regard to the smaller claims the action of the 
no other effect than to serve as an excuse for further dela 

the British Agents on the spot to enter 
jon with the Agents appointed by the Persian ( 
specified date. 

On the receipt of this report drawn up with the eoneurrence, or at any tate with 
the knowledge, of the Agents of the Persian Government, Her Majesty's Government 
would be in a position to decide on a line of action fe 'y money du 
Itis possible that the action necessary might bo ofa tiv character, but there are 
some grounds for hope that settlement of some claims at least may be obtained in an 
amicable manner 

Thave carefully abstained from the use of any menacing: language, and have merely 
pointed out that it is in the interest of both countries, and for the credit of the Persian 
Government, that a settlement should be arrived at in the ease of the outstanding clan 
In this his Excellency cordially agreed. 

At the same time Lam hound to warn your Lordship that if it is intended to.insi 
on tlie payment of some of these claims we must be propared to adopt a very: unfriendly 
attitude towards the Persian Government, 


Committee will probably have 

hut it might be desirable to 
formal investiga 

vernment and to report by a 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnelosure in No. 1 


Memorandum, 


Claim in consequence of Murder of Telegraph Officials by Tungustani, 


‘THIS claim (4,000 tomans, or 800/.) the Persian Government promise to, settle 
azeording to Shariat law. ‘The recent assault against Her Majesty's Residency shows the 
ecessity’ of insisting on this payment, which, in fact, the Persian Government 


Ce 














































Graves’ Murder (5,001. indemnity claamed), 


‘The Persian Government maintain they did what they could in the matter, sending 
troops, incurring vatious expenses, and losing lives. As a consequence the murderers 
were caught and punished, ‘They deny any further liability 








Bombardment of Lingah, Damages to British Subjects, 22,680 tomans (4,9331.). 





jw Persian Government maintain that notice was given to British subjects that they 
must quit the place or suffer the consequences, and that according to an English eye~ 
‘witness the bombardment was carried on under all the rules of war. ; 
‘The Darya Baghi did not give notice to Her Majesty's Resideney as he promised, 
tis urged that in consequence of this British subjects were not notified. 














and 





Claims in consequence of Robberies from the Bushire Custom-house (3,8121.). 





‘The Persian Government have practically admitted their liability in regard to some 
‘any rate, egy Messrs, Sasson's claim. There is some probability of this claim 











Mr. Spring-Rieo to the Marquess of Salishury—{Received October 15. 





Yo, 100, 
Nyaa Gulhek, September 28, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 92 of the 19th instant, I have the honour to 
transinil to your Lordship hetewith copy of a Report, addressed to the Government of 
Indin by Hor Majesty's Acting Resident and Consul-General at Bushire on the subject 
of the attack on the Resideney on the night of the 0th August. 

‘he Persian Government has authorized the Darya Beghi to undertake an expedi- 
tion against the ‘Pungistani, who are supposed to have committed the outrage, and he 
has already started with an armed force in order to exact reparation. 

he Governor, however, informed Colonel _Kemball officially that the outrage was 
organized by the Nizuin-ul-Tujar, the nephew of the Monin-ul-Tujar. Colonel Kemball 
stated that the Nizam’s complicity was generally believed in Bushire, and that his deporta~ 
tion was desirable, é y 

Nhe Mushir-ed-Dowleh said in answer to my representations on this subject that 
his deportation had been ordered, but that the Nizam’s uncle had appealed to the 
Sadr-icAvamn in, hig favour, who, in ignorance of the circumstances, had ordered a delay, 
pending investigation, On receipt of a telezram from Colonel Kemball informing m 
that the Nizam showed no, intention of leaving, and gayp out that he was under the 
protcetion of the Persian Government, 1 aidressed the note, copy of which T have the 
Honour to inclose, requesting to be informed as to the facts of the ease, and pointin 
ont that the Governor had officially informed Colonel Kemball that the Nizun ta 
organized the outrage. 

yeithe MushitedeDowleb informed me verbally in reply: that he had. telegraphed to 
the Sudr-i-Azam explaining the facts, anid as he bad received no reply to his telegram he 
had assumed that the Sadr-ieAzam had uo objection to the Nizam's removal, and that 
‘Accordingly ho had ordered this person to leave Bushire without further delay. 

His Excellency added that the object of the Nizam-ul-ajar, who was a dangerous 
intriguer, was to cmbarrass the Persian Government and especially the Darya Beghi, 
with whom he was on bad terms, ‘The Mouin-ul-T'ujar has strong supporters in the 
Persian Foreign Olfice, ‘The head of the Russian section is regarded as his principal 
agent. 































































T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING RICE. 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 116. 


Major Kemball to Government of India, 





Sir, Bushire, September 8, 1900, 
HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Government of India, a 
somewhat serious incident which has recently occurred here, 

About midnight on the night of the 30th August we were disturbed by a number of 
rifle shots fired in the close vicinity of the Sabzabad Residency. ‘The firing, which seemed 
to come from several sides of the Residency, lasted for a minute or two, and some twenty 
shots were, I think, fired. On account of the heat of the weather, Land the test of the 
Kesidency establishment were sleeping in the open air, but fortunately no-one was hit, 
though some of the shots struck the Residency. One of my escort horses was, however, 
Killed, and from the evidence obtainable, he was, I believe, deliberately fired at from a 
distance of two or three yards, though most of the shots were, I think, fired without any 
definite aim, The nig dark, and the assailants appear to have arrived on the scene 
without any one hearing or seeing them, and again made off’ in the darkness, in. what 
direction it is not known. T have a guard of cighteen men of the 21st Bombay Tnfantry 
with me at Sebzabad, bot by the time they had fallen in the firing had ceased. and nothing. 
could be done, as no one knew in what direction the assailants had made off, and owing 
to the nature of the ground round the Residency, which is very broken and jntarsected by 






























ravines, any pursuit wus ont of the question, The remainder of the night was quiet, and 
no further disturbance has since occurred, T-should add that tho one sentry furnished 





by the guard is posted within the Residency compound and some distance from the stables, 
which, during the summer months, are in the open outside the compound and some 
100 yards distant from the Residency. 

2. 1 am at present. in the dark as to who the persons who committed the outrage 
were, and with what object it was committed, Robbery, I am convinced, was niot. the 
motive, and I do not think that there was any intention to take life, At flrst I naturally 
came to the conclusion that the assailants were Tungistanis. No one else, it seemed to 
me, would be sufficiently daring to commit an outrage of t he Governor of 
Bushire, with whom 1 communicated at once, also inforn opinion there 
was little doubt that Ali Khan and his followers were responsible. It is possible, however, 
that this view may not be correct, and against it is the total absence of any warning, 
which we shouid probably have received if the Tungistanis had meditated an 
attuck, 

On the other hand, it is well known that a section of the Tungistani ti 
of long-standing with the present “Kedkhoda” or Headman of Reshire, on 
action they have been prevented on account of thei p 
Bushire and its vii nd it is known that on this account they ate discontented. It 
is also believed that Ali Khan wishes to secure the position of Kedkhoda of Reshire for 
himself, and it is very probable that on these accounts the attack was made in order to 
bring disgrace on the present Kedkhoda and secure his dismissal, Other theories have 
deen advanced, one of which is that the outrage was planned by the Darya Begi himself 
the Governor of Bushire, as a pretext for an expedition against the Tarigistanis, which 
would be the means of replenishing his somewhat empty exchequer, ‘This theory. is not 
beyond the range of possibility, though I, myself, hesitate to credit it, Anothier theory, 
and oneadvanced by the Governor himself, is that the outrage was planned by his enemies 
to bring discredit on him. 

3. It is futile, however, considering. that the incident is of such recent accurren 
vine the various theories which can be, and are being, put forward touccount for 
traced to the Tungistanis, it scems to me that the Persian Government. have 
incurred a very grave responsibility. ‘The numerous luless acts attributed to this tribe 
of recent years are known to the Government of India, My predecessor, in his letter 
dated the 14th Mareh, 1893, submitted a Report on the subject. Since’ then, in the 
hesinning of June of the present year, another murder of a person named Hass 
relative of the Jemadar Mahinoud, was committed in the vicinity of the telegraph buildings, 
but up to the present no steps have been taken by the Persian Government to trace 
the murderers. ‘The case of the murders committed in the house of Mubmoud, the 
telegraph Jemadar, in 1898, still remains unsettled, and no attempt kas been raade to 
punish the perpetrators and to obtain the compensation which is Mahmoud’s due. It is 
only to be expected that the Tungistanis have been encouraged by the immunity which 
they have received, und although, as stated above, Tam unable to attribute with certainty 
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the present outrage to them, it is e tact unless and antil they are brought to 
account for their past offences further disturbances, attended, perhaps, with more serious 
‘consequences, may at any time occur. “ ine 

4. It is intolerable that this tribe, whether at one time on account of a superstition 
that the beach marks on the shore at Reshire prevent the rain from coming, or at another 
time on account of their local disputes with the Headmen of Reshire, or for any other 
reason, should continue to make Reshire the scene of their outrazes; and it is possible 
that if the Persian Government do not now recognize the gravity of the situation, 1 may 
have to apply for an increase of the Resitency guard in order to afford efficient protection 
to the Resideney and Government ‘Telesraph Department. 

1 will submit a forth rt anvthing further is known as to who the 
erpetrators of the outrage were, and when it is seen what action the Persion Government 
intend to take. os 

In conclusion, 1 would add that T have reported the occurrence to Her Majesty 
Chargé G’Affaires’ at ‘Tehran, who has made a strong representation to the Pe 
Government on the subject, and a copy of this letter will also be sent to hi 

have, & 
ued), A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 116, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to tie Mushireed-Dowleh. 


Your Excellency, 

THAD the honour to bring to your Exeeltency’s notice the cire 
which an extraordinary outrage was perpetrated against Mer Majesty's Consulate. 
near Bushire, which was fired on by a body of men at inidnight on the alst August 

In bringing to. your Bxceilency’s notive this occurrence I was careful, as your 
leney is aivine, to avoid making any sugzestion as to the course whieh it was de 
should be taken by your Government, 
infraction of the law of zed nations, 
punish the ag 

Your kixcellency, with your wonted enerss 
Darysi Beyhi authorizing hin to take all the 4 

‘subsequent interview I informed your Excellency that the Darya Beghi had 
officially stated to Her Majesty's Acting Consul-General that the outrage, by whomsoever 
it was carried out, was, in his opinion, organized by the Nizsu. resident of 
Bushives 5 ‘ 

Your Excellency informed me that orders had already been issued for the expulsion 
of this person, 

Subsequently, to my great suprise, Tyne informed thot is Highness the Sadi 
Azan had sent « telegram to the Governor instructing him that the Nizan-uleTujar was 
not to be expelled, and directing him to apologize to this individual for the orders that 
hud heen issued. : i vis me 

1 expressed to your Execlleney the surprise with which I had received this intelligence, 
and your Excellency explained to ine that his Highness the Sadr-i-Azam had no doubt not 
Deen! informed as to the facts. i i 

Mhave to-day heard that the Nizami-ul-Tujar states publicly that he is not to leave 
Bushire, and that uo action will he taken by your Government against him. : 

T huve the honour to request your Excellency to inform me with the least possible 
delay whether the facts are as stated, in order that { may report the matter to the 
‘Marquess of Salisbury, tor the information of the Goverament of the Queen, 

Lavail, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 
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No. 117. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Recewedl October 13.) 


(No. 101.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, September 28, 1900. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 81 and your Lordship’s telegram No. 52 of the 
‘24th instant relating to the rumoured intention of ‘the Persian Government. to. contract a 
further loan from Russia, to be applied to the purchase of guns for use in South Persia 
and the construction of fortifications on the southern coast, I have the honour to state 
that the report reached me from a well-informed person who stated that he had received it 
from a source connected with the Persian Foreign Office, 

Since dispatching my telegram T have been informed that a raniour to this effect is 
current in the bazaar, and that although tio actual loon has been contracted, pourparters 
with that object are proceeding. Mr. Vice-Consul Grahame was informed by a Parsee 
banker that as a matter of fact negotiations were going on. The Governor of the Russian 
Bank, who intended to go on leave, has been detained, much against his will, by order of 
his Government. 

He, however, denies the truth of the rumour, as does the Russian Tegati 

As the press telegram had been repeated here, and the rumour was a matter of 
public notoriety, T mentioned the subject to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who nt once said that 
he believed stich a loan to be quite out of the question. “ We must pay off an old debt 
first,” he “before we contract another.” He added that if Persiu fortified her 
frontiers she would take precantions on all sides, and not only in the south, 

I said 1 attached no importance to the rumour because, unless Persia gave the 
southern Customs as a guarantee (which she had promised not to do), she had not suff- 
cient security to offer; and because the fortification of the southern frontier only, at the 
expense of Russia, would proclaim to the world the loss of ‘her independence. 

His Excellency agreed, and said that the rumour was one of many whieh had lately 
been started in order to discredit the Government. 

I have recorded the categorical denial of the Russian Bank and the Mushired= 
Dowleh. As neither of them wore informed of the impending issue of the former loan, 
their denial of any knowledge may be sincere without implying the falsity of the report. 

As the net reecipts of the Customs amount to about 30,0001, and the charges of 
the Russian loan to the matgin for the new loan, if issued, would be a narrow 
fone unless the southern Customs were included, ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh willingly 
admitted that the Persian Government was bound by its promise to Her Majesty's 
Government, bat I have been informed by the French Chargé d'Affaires that he was 
under the impression that sinjoe the English loan had been repaid Persia wis free to 
mortgage the southern Customs, 1 informed him that neither in the view of Her 
Majesty's Government nor in that of Persia was this the case. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ORCL SPRING-RICE, 





No, 118. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of 5 


(No. 102.) 
‘My Lord, Gulahek, September 28, 1900, 
1 HAVE received information from many quarters that the feeling against the Sudi-i- 
Azam is growing, It is stated that the Mollalis of Shiraz and Tspahan have agreed to 
the Shali on his return for the removal of His Highness from office. They will, 
id, gree to raise a subscription to pay off the loan out of Persian funds, but only on 
ion that the Sadr-i+Azam is dismissed, i 
_,_, ¥en ifimmediate repayment were allowed under the Loan Agreement, it is nat ve 
likely that Persian subjects will unite to make such a loan to their Goveroment ; but the 
rumour, which isvery widely spread, is characteristic of the situ It is stated:that 
the'breach between the Hakini-pl-Mulk and the Sadr-icAzam has widened,:and that jan 
‘the Shah's arrival ut ‘Tabreez, the whole Tabreeai party will unite in order:¢o praca the 
fall of the present Sadr-i-Azam, and the elevation to that rank of the Hakim or the Nizam 
es-Sultaneh. now Governor of Azerbaijan, 


[1635] SiN 
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i is y fa eeds of 
One of the main causes of the discontent is probably the fact, that the proce 
the Joan are nearly exhausted, and that no money is available for quieting the mal- 
contents. ates 
(Signed) GECIL SPRING-RICE. 





No. 119. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received October 13.) 


(Ree 2 Gulakek, September 29, 1900, 


T TIAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that General Kosakovsky has left 
‘Tehran for St, Petersburgh, He informed me a month ago that he was under orders to 
mae Perec arefge with the authorities at the War Office, but that he did aot 

ib eave Persia before the Shah returned, as he was apprehensive of possible 

dances. . i 

is gene ed that he intends to obtain the permission of the Russian 

Minister War for the formation of a largely-inereased foree of Persian Cossacks, and the 
onal number of Russian officers, a 

‘olonel Pieot (Report on the Persian Army, p. 124), the 

ack brigade is sullicient for four times the present 

ies General Kosakovsky, three Russian officers and 

vrs, besides 200 Persian officers. ‘The force consists of 


Gove 
ahjectionabe 

oro ely upon, 

Be ieee crise of the brigade would, however, be strenuously opposed by all the 
parties, who are numerous, who profit by the present sualadministration, and. who have 
Consistently, avd with success, prevented hitherto the weceplancs of the offers of the 
fluaian Commandant to take the infantry and artillery of the Tehran garrison 


a ‘an offiece, are reported as having lett ‘Tehran 


: i ‘bute ence of the new Russian 

r Typahan, he fact is not ‘attributed to the influence of the new 

ror aarchat city, and us the first instanee of the dispatch of a Russian officer to a 
provincial capital Detachients. from the sigae ave, been diated a 

yehistan, Astrabad, Shiraz, Khorassan, Saveb, anc Gulpaigan, bur they have, 

eed under the command of native olfccrs, It is exsy to foretell the result if the 

Conimandant of the brigade disposer of a considerable number of Russian officers, 
have, Sc. 
(Signed) | GECIL SPRING-RICE, 


ee 
No, 120. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received October 13.) 


hidia Office, Geet ee = 
t four lotter, dated the 20th September last, relative to the visit of the Frene 

ral Cone ” to Muscat, and events there, you stated that Lord Salisbury would 
prefer to see the wording of Captain Cox’ protest to the French Consul before 
‘expressing an opinion. Tam now to forward papers received from Indla, which ee 
a copy of Captain Cox’ letter, dated the 7th September, 1900, to M, Ottayi, and al ie 
full report of his proceedings givau in his letter, dated the Sth September, 1900, to the 
Government of India. 
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2, The Marquess of Salisbury is aware that the Viceroy was informed by telegram 
dated the 20th September, that the proceedings of Captain Cox were approved, and T 
am to express the hope that the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs will find in the 
papers now sent reason to commend Her Majesty's Consul at Museat for his conduct in 
the several matters dealt with in the correspondence. In that event the opportunity cam 
be taken to eouvey to the Sultan the appreciation entertained by Her Majesty's Govern 
ment of the desire which His Highness has manifested to observe his promises and 
engagements, 
Tam, &e 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 120. 
Ceptain Cox to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Muscat, Septenber 8, 1900. 
IN continuation of my letter and telegram dispatched from here on the Ist Sep~ 
tember, I have the honour to report further as follows : 

On the evening of the 4th September, M, Ottavi and Captain Martel again called 
upon the Sultan, On this occasion, also, no reference was made to the subject of the 
fag, but the question of Abdul Aziz’ reception was renewed, and after some fruitless 
cudeavours to alter the Sultan's determination, M. Ottayi informed His Highness, 

vely and finally, that unless he gaye in, foree would be used to compel his 

‘The Sultan observed that, not having received any official communication 
‘on the subject in writing, either from’ Captain Martel or M, Oltayi or the French 
, he jnite understand whether the present threat was made on 
own authority, or whether it came from his Government; in the latter con- 
cency, His Highness requested that he might be furnished with the grounds of com~ 
' he French Government, and with their present ultimatum in documental forn 
i refused to give him anything in writing, but added, “ You 
may, however, accept this intimation as official,” ‘Tho Sultan rejoined: “You will use 
foree to compel me?” M. Ortavi answered: Yes; we will use foree, 
3, The following day the Sultan sent. a message, asking me to come and. see him as 
soon as Twas free from my wails, and T went in the afternoon as requested. After 
ng me what had passed at the’ interview, His Highness went on to say that during 
this interview, as at others, Captain Martel (Wwho, as [have before pointed out, does not 
understand a word of what passes) sat a silent spectator, while M. Ottavi rose from his 
seat and talked menacingly and excitedly at His Highness, until at the conclusion, at a 
word from M, Ottavi, Captain Martel got up and raising his arms westiculated ina 
manner intended to convey the suppression of the Sultan by foree, Finally, His High+ 
ness addressed himself to me in the following terms: “Thave held out firmly in this 
matter hitherto, as the refusal of M. Ottayi to write anything to me made me think till 
now that he might not mean what he said, but yesterday, as T have told you, he detini- 
med me that he intended to employ'foree, and said that the intimation was 
oficial. Tam willing to see this matter through if! know the British Government are 
with me. Ifthey are not, it is useless my continuing to resist, for if the Froneh use 
force, I must eventually give in, ‘The non-reception® of Abdul Aziz is one of the eon- 
ditions imposed upon me in the ultimatum presented to me by Colonel Meade last year ; 
Have you any reason to suppose that the British Government will not give me the 
support of which I was then assured in the eyent of any reprisals on the part of France 
which compliance with your demands might call forth?” I replied that I had no reason. 
whatever to suppose that Her Majesty's Government retracted that assurance, but 
reminded His Highness that for immediate purposes I had no tangible grounds for 
taking action, seeing that nothing was on record as to what had recently passed between 
himself and the French regarding Abdul Aziz, either on M. Ottayi's part or His High 
ness’; and that, as Thad hefore pointed out to His Highness, there was, under these 
circumstances, tlothing-to prevent M, Ottavi from denying or misveprosenting everythin 
that took place. 
4, The result of this was the dispatch of the Sultan’s letter to M. Ottavi, and the 
following morning His Highness forwarded to. me copies of that letter and M, Ottayi’s 
roply and His Highness? rejoinder, aceompanied by a specific request to me for assistance. 


* Non-emplosment vas the condition imposed —R, P.M, 
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truetions to the con- 
equest, and to that end 
tter attached. I trast 


Sultan support, it appears to me, 

Government are morally bound to affor 

ation and its aceompaniments, the telegram from th 

20th February, 1899, to the Itesident in the Persian Gulf i authority 

for me to take action. ide on the part of Goveimnent has not been modified 
‘ce, 40 far as the records of this Office show. I beg leave to quote the telegram below 

for eonvenienee, and to invite special reference tothe items margivally noted in the sime 

eorrespondence bearing on the questio 

UYour telegram of the 18th February crossed mine of 17th," which authorized 
assurances support to Sultan, provided he eontinued to follow our adh s would 
include protection in case of France proceeding to punish the Sultan for haying eom- 
plied with our dexands.” 

b. The basis upon which the attitude of Government rests with regant to Abdul 
‘Aziz was created prior to my appointment here, and it has remained in stat quo during 
the past years On tivo oceasions, soon after my arrival in Muscat, it was reported to me 
that the Sultan had received Abdul Azi Hut, but-on both deeasions the source of 
information was suspicions, and in any case 1 thought it preferable to trust to the 
chances of a better understanding between myself and the Sultan, eliminating this more 
Or less hidden apple of discord than to any specific uncovering of it, Since then rela- 
Hons have much improved, and to the best of my knowledge and belief the Sultan has 
over had anything to do with Abdul Aziz. Moreover, the subject has never even been 
mentioned in conversation between myself and the Sultan or M. Ottavi 

._ As to the importance or othernise of Her Majesty's Goveromient maintaining the 
position previously taken up in regard to this individus}, there eannot, in my opinion, be 
Two questions, He is a mau of an excessively cunning ani unscrupulous eiraracter, con. 
coated andor a harmless appearance and phiusible address, and. however good the rela- 
tions existing between the Sultan and the British Government and its Representative, 
fand however sure the Sultan may be that he is. proof against his intrigues and influence 
(us this Highness nov says hie is), ibis, in muy impossible that His Highness ean be 
xposed to this man's sinister attentions every day, and practically speaking at all times, 
Mitiout being influenced by the evil contact, and without British interests thereby 
puffering materially, I earnestly hope, therefore, that Her Majesty's Government may 

‘intain the position ia which the question was leit in February 1809. 
i tision, 1 beg to draw the favourable consideration of the Government of 
India to the firm and straightforward attitude whieh the Sultan has hitherto maintained 
‘n somovbat difficult situation, with regard to which L may mention that, in spite of 
Hold front, His Highness is naturaily filled with a good deal of anxiety which expresses 
tse in sleeplessivess and frequent slight attacks of fever. 


Se 
Inclosure 2 in No. 


Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(eles Muscat, September 1, 1900. 

PENSISPENTT bullying by French Consul and “Drome” continues regarding flax 
and Abdul Aziz, This’ morning Abdul Aziz, evading the Palace guards, intruded 
Sultan's privacy, whereupon Sultan refused to talk, and sent protest to French Consul in 
wntiting ja short tiine afterwards French Consul himself appeared without permission oF 
Anilounettient, stormed at the Sultan, and refused to accept protest or answer it, and 
inuistéd on'reeoption of Abdul Aziz, Sultan urges to me verbally that this is insult to 
His person and jndependence, and begs me to inform Government; meanwhile he ill 
Continue to répel Abdul “Aziz,” French Consul simply trading on’ inaction of British 
Goverbmient, ‘anil alleged aequiescence of Lord Salisbury. Can 1 or Government not 
protest ngaitst uction of French Consul as being contrary to our undertaking to respect 


‘Telegram from Koridn ‘Department. to Colonel Meade, dated Febraary 17 : Colonel Meade’s telegram '@ 
Foreign Departiment, dated February 18 ; Colonel Meade’ letter (paragraph 8), dated Febrosry 18, 1899, 
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indepe ence of S + 3; il 

yudenendenes of Sultan? Unless Tam soon plaeed in a postion to inform Sullan that 

Her Majesty's Govemment accepts draft request, dated the 17th May, and has 
uussing the question with French Government, there is urcat i 


that the Sultan may succumb ether i 
at . altogether in self-preservation, and possibly withdraw 


Inclosure 3 in No, 120, 


The Sultan of Museat to M. Ottavi, 


(After compliments.) 

IN continuation of my letter, dated the Ist Soy 
address you again in the matter of Abdul Aziz. 
my former letter to your addres 
some other person as a medium o! 


sen, in aSeztznber a 1900. 
nber, it is necessary for me to 
ul Aziz, In the first place, T bey to refer you to 
in whieh ed you to be good eno 
si a ommunication between yourself and 
eer uated the Sth Shawal, 1316, in which [explained that did uot ask you to 
Head lee together, but what T asked of you was simply that he should aot 
be eroploved for communiation between you and meus T vis nol. prepared (0 rei 
. You finally answered me in a leticr that you would. stop his coming. to nn 
io. Nou finally ansred 5 puld stop his coming tom 
ue atin tua aty months have elapsed, und in that’ period you pinot Brethe imate 
nssion again until recently. Since the coming of the * Didtic,” however, 
eral interviews verbally. insisted on my AUAU Axe: alain have, iW 
 avowore dat it wot posible, | Notwithstanding th dhe piat ew" 
nes intruded’ upon me in my dwelling, expecially on the 
August, when he thrust himself upon : sierra 
Unannouneed, ane without perinission, a its etar bi youn 
on ecspt of tot ealing yon Penne 
Se EU TE approve of this act ion on your part, which seems to a tebe 
contrary to all ntervaional courtesy. Asain, this mortivg wien. sou visited you 
CE ee ae the “Drome,”” who does not understand Arabic, and. made 
Severe eal soe pay veh Abdul Aziz you would use force to 
empel ‘my ‘aequiescence, 1 i herefore, to remind your of the circumstanee 
regarding Abdul Aziz, He is otigivully by birth and domicile a sunject of auc 


and only enjoys your protect 
that he was expelled trom LaMar Biome LMM TY 
kinsinin, Hamud-bin 


ee a ntrigues, ant I fear lest he should shape his conduct. here as hi 
Tse are uy wards, as T have expined and an ot willing to receive hn. Besids 
at to bh Word in a mutterwhich has been’ ageed ion 
Tdo sito be vor r . agreed upon in discussio) 
ot Hi Te a Cieree, You will refer this matter to your ¢ atone Be 
that sour Governuent would wot wish that a native of ay dominion (who f 
aah PONE es e in upon me. 1 have usked yeu several times that, if 
plaint from your Government against me, you will put it in wtiting, wd 


hope that neither y 3 i 
you nor your Goverument will. hire Sy 
fone i aa ant Will harass me further iy a matter witch 


to éniploy 
and again to 


SS 


Inclosure 4 in No, 120, 


M. Ottavi to the Sultan of Muscat. 


(After compliments) September (, 194 
pliments) September &, 1900. 
sat LANE the enour to ae your esteemed letter, dated the Ath Sep\ciboe 
best whic, Hionever did uot regi me il the 3th September ate sunset. Yi SH 
me therein that your cousin, Saiyid Hamud-bin-Thuweyni, expelled Abdul Aziz [bon 
Zaria, ad fou fear that he, Abdul Aaa, wil easy on Take eeawat ett one 

he were. I thank you for the advice, but it Beishey SoG tisk ane ae 
Hale il there, I thank yon forthe advice but it is not necessary for me to fear any 
you employed him yours 


tis for you. And when he came from Zatti 
j,s0 do not forget your previous ki Bae 
Your writers three years ago, and you Ble ea ina ed 
usulate’, and whereas you mention th: 
p Abdul Aziz coming | 
[reas 


He was one 
ed to my making him Dragoman of the Brenct 
you ent 1 informed you in writing of my readiness to 
ig to you, Lam certain that I never wrote anything to that effect, 





What 1 have written is to the contrary ellect. Tnever agreed to stop Abdul Az 
to you, and this point your Highness acccpted in your letter of the 28th Shaw 
Linily'refer to these letters. When I undertook not fo send) Abdul Aziz. to you it was 
Nurbally when yon inade the request as w favour and in a friendly way, and afterw rds 
vere Linet veut Teleatly informed you that my ceasing to send hin was an unofficial 
Hid temporary matter, and that Teould pat an end to it whenever T-chose. It is not 
ant dat inthe twenty months that have since passed the matier bas not been discussed 
Tcorten ue, for vou will remember that in the moth of November, when Abdul A, 
returned from two months’ absence in the Wady Muawwil, [made you a spec al vi 
in this conncetion, and byought Abdul Aziz. x in person, and-vou then sald to: me 
flv time had not yet come for you to recei Aziz, and again asked me, ovt of 
Kindness and friendliness, that Eshould not press the matter, On another occasion, in 
the wonth-of March, | informed you that my patience was eshausted, and you again 
asked sue a5 a favour Wot to, press ju must know that the matter cannot rest 
where it wis, 
came to sen you with the 
intéuded to send Abdul Az 
finally inforwed_me distinet c to you. 
On the morning of the Ist ' F and told 
him not to come again, you were not 
‘at once went over to 
me in the presence of 
Abdul Aziz, I sent 
n courteously. 1 sent him again 
tured in much distress, saying: 
ind that he had 


you wore not pre 

hut date it was to infor 

did not understancl your going ba , 

excuse you pat forward to explain your action. 

felused radiittanee to Abdul Aziz, bat had sent Mubammad-| 

you were busy with the Padma Sahib and coukl not seo him. t 
Tnust understand that this matter is done with, and that T yas not prepared to discuss 
fie vomitus te you any farther. You replied that you hud hoped from my kindness that 
T would not continue to send hin as the matter could not be. You cont inued, “Do you 
Tanto use Totes (wend im by force) #” 1 replied, * Yes, by fores.” The next day 
reat tnivedl Abdul Adz ivost eourleously, and then’ you sent me the letter 1 received 
Yesterday evening, in which, for the third time, you break your ws rd. T inform 

how that i is not possible for a Representative of a Government like the F 
Governuent to tolerate a person who has three times broken his word. 

Litanifed Uiting, Abdul Avia will yo to you to-morrow, and always according to 
the aust prevating iv your Darbar; and Lvaen you that Ido not intend to discuss 
this matter iurther, either in writing or verbally, or in any way at all, and I tell vou 
platy that Tsou Abdul viz to you as my representative, and 2 you eiuse hin 
Ximittance, you will commit an error towards me, the Representative’ of the France 
Government, at_ once. L may add, in conclusion, that {informed my, Goverament 
eatery dhat this matter has been scttled.t You must understand this, and salaam, 


— 
Inclosure 5 in No. 1 
The Sultan of Muscat to M. Oltavi. 
After compliments.) September 7, 1900. 
(ater BUTE. Llonous's Intter of yestorday’s date has duly reached me, and with regs 
to what you aay. thorein as to my having three times agreed to the coming and going 


Of Abdul Aziz, no such agreement emanated from me, nor vill it, and furthermore, 


se hin tas no signtdconce. Seam wat owning trom appearsice of new maoou and Mf, Quiet from 
Hen. outavi land abrotatey no grounds for ths, 
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it is patent from your own letter that I was not prepared to receive him and I do not 
‘agree to do so, and saltam. And you explain in your letter under reply that you are 
not willing to discuss the question further with me, either verbally or in writing. 
What [asked of you was that you should refer it to your Government. May this not 
de hid from you, and salaain. 


Inelosure 6 in No. 120. 
Tie Sultan of Muscat to Captain Cor. 


(After compliments.) September 7, 1900, 

YOU Honour will have received herewith copies of correspondence which has 
taken place between myself and M. Ottavi, in which the latter threatens to use force 
towards me regarding the coming and going of Abdul Aziz. 1 am unable to agreo to 
this (Abdul Aziz’ coming) both on my own account and for the sake of the British 

ernment, according to my previous promise to them, ‘This action of his is 
Incompatible with my independence, and T look for the assistance of the British 
Government in this matter. Eiave yiven you trouble, and you are the forgiver, and 
salam, 


Inclosure 7 in No. 120. 
Captain Cox to M. Ottavi. 


Muscat, September 7, 1900, 
TTAVE tho honour to inform you that Ihave received an official communi- 
cation from is Hi riltan ‘of Museat, in which he intimates to. me that, 
Le has not been and is not, under any circumstances, prepared tor 
Aziz Br-Ruwahee as a medium of communication between himself and 
self, you, nevertheless, in spite of his repeated protests, persists in sending the 
‘Abdul Aziz to the Palace, and now threaten to use force if His Highness do 


Tn making this communication to me, His Highness expresses the emphatic 

sion that, apart from the considerations of eourtesy, this progedure on your part is 
altogether incompatible with his indepondence, and draws my attention to this aspect: 
of the question. 

Tn this regard [have the honour to invite your attention to the Declaration of 
the 10th Marci, 1862, in which our respective Governments prucally engaged 
to respect the independence of the Sultan of Museat, ond 0 state that, in my opinion, 
you action in seekine to intrade the presenee of the said Abdul Aziz. upon the Sultan, 
in spite of the latter's oft-repeated wishes and protestations, is incompatible with Mis 
Highness’ independence, and that Thereby protest against it. 


ee 
No. 121. 
Consul Sykes to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Receivert October 15.) 


(No. 5.) 


My Lord, Kerman, August 14, 1900. 

IN the following despatch I propose to give a brief account of my second 
‘summer tour. 

Leaving Kerman early in July, a rapid march was made to the Lalehzar range, at 
the base of which a camp was formed. 

Exceptional weather delayed the survey for soveral days, but, finally, from an 
Clovation of nearly 14,000 feet, L was able to chock the work, 

Whis being successfully accomplished, and the range having heen filled in, we 
marched to the base of Kultei-Hezay, the second great range in the province, which 
also rises to nearly 14,006 fee 

‘This giant, too, was sealed after waiting fora fine day, and from its summit the 
view was superb and, geographically speaking, of great value to me; its valleys aro 





id 


full of wild celery and most flagrant bushes, the name Iezar or “Thousand” being 
said to refer to the many herbs and plants peculiar to the range. 
‘Two or three days wero nest spent in surveying the maze of hills running down 
trom Hezar to the south, one of the most intrieate tasks I was ever engaged upon, 
nd we then marched across the elevated Sardu Plateau to the extreme edge ot the 
“Cold Country 
i peak tliat overhung lowlying Jiruft, our efforts were rewarded 
to check the survey with points used in 189% t we were able to 
nurselves of its acemmcy. 
cast Tay the unexplored district of Givr, which is so remote that it has 
‘never appeared on any map. 
It Is practically a cul-de-sac, the guth being too narrow for the 
passage of camvans, which partl 's having been unknow: 
Having connected our survey with that done in 1899, and only leavin: 
ing winter, we marched north to Rain, whe 


familiar country 
iny ealeulations, 

T have, my, Lord, during completed the survey of the 
old ¢ to the south of Kerman, y the end of September I hope thiat 
my work will nn unbroken Line, ais fa s parallel 

Krom 1 polit nt of view, 1 would si 


Thay have been drawn up to 
mot the wish mn % upon me, ani if, as I 
hope, they be sinetionet, one politieal and geographical knowledge of the country 
Hotween Kerman and the sea—the most finportant part of South-East Persia—will bi 

ple 

: Ihave, &e. 

(signed) P, MOLESWORTIL SYKES. 





No. 122. 
Mr. SpringsRice to the Marquess of Satishury.—(Received October 15.) 


+ Commercial) 
Lor Gulhek, September 18, 1900. 
TIHTAVE the honour to request your Lordship's instructions on the following 
point, 
Pol'in th ‘eealy beteot Grea’ Biilain and Poms of 1841 i i etipolated that “the 
same amount of Customs duties shall he levied once forall . , ... which is levied on the 
merehandize of merchants of the most favoured European nation, and except this no 
alain shall be made upon the mereliants of the two States on any pretext or under any 
denomination.” 
nthe ‘Treaty with Russia of 1828 it is stipulated that a9 per cent, duty shall be 
levied *pergu une fois pour toutes 4 Pentrée on a leur sortie,” and that merchandize 
it assujettics eusuite au payement Paueun autre droit de donane.” 
{u the ‘Treaties with France and other countries it is stipulated that, besides the 
} por cent. duty, nulle taxe exeeptionnelle ne pourra, sous aucun nom et sous aucun 
protuxte, étre réelamée dins Tun comme dans Pautre Etat. iy 
‘hese stipulations are quoted by British merehauts as prohibiting the tax called 
imposed yer mule load on terehandize earriod inland at the. place of 
‘Who tax, as Lhiave had the honour to inform your Lordship, amounts at 
present to his, wr about 5d., per load (260-260 Ibs,), If this tax is charged at 
Shiraz, Uspahan, aud Tehran the resule would he that, ¢y., ona load of tea or stuzar 
imported vid Bushire the amount levied hefore the goods were cleared at Tehran would 
it. on the value, in addition to the 5 per cent. at entry 
id trom M, Nans that he intends, if possible, to impose a “ rahdari,”” 
teal according to the distance traversed, and this would, of course, seriously aflect 
ish trade at Tehran, He argues that the *rahdari”” is not a “droit de douane 
1 its natnre a charge imposed hy the State for the use of the roads which are 
the property of the State, and Cat no objection bas ever been raised in Europe, based 
‘on Treaties of Commerce, against the internal oetroi levied, ey, in Franc 
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‘The question might, however, be usefully raised on the ground that the “rahdari 
isan exceptional tax, and that the meaning of the ‘Treaty clearly is that the duty of 
5 per cent. is to be imposed once for all at the port of entry, and not supplemented by 
any other charge whatever, 

‘The Persian Government will no doubt reply in the sense indicated by M. Naus. 
An arrangement might then be entered into by which the foreign Governments would 
accept a strictly limited “‘rahdari,” applicable to Persian and Euxopeans alike, on the 
understanding that the Persian Government becomes responsible far the safety of the 
goods carried by its roads. This Government can certainly not argue that they have 
expended any money on the roads, and, except asa sort of charge for insurance, as was 
formerly the case, the tax cannot be possibly justified on the ground that it is a 
remuneration for services rendered, 

T would also beg to suggest that in ease of the negotiation of a new Commercial 
‘Treaty with Russia, the matter of the “rahdari” might prove a useful weapon on our 
hands in order to foree the Persian Government to pay some attention to our interests 
and wishes, 

I should be glad to be informed whether, according to the text of the Treaties, Her 
Majesty's Legation would be justified in addressing a formal note to the Persi 
Government protesting against the imposition of the road ta: 

T understand that the attitude of this Legation, as of others, lias hitherto beou to 
acquiesce in the imposition of a moderate “ rahdari,” though not formally acknowledging 
its validity 

As, however, there is a marked tendency on the part of the Persian Government not 
only to increase the “rahdari,” bat to make more difficult the formalities hitherto 
enforced on foreigners with regard to its collection, 1 should be glad to receive your 
Lordship’s instructions as to the question of princi 

‘The Russian Government hay heen applied to on the subject, but as not returned 
any answer. ‘The *ralidari’” is, however, enforeed on Russian goods, may add that 
iss iinprobable that Russa will consent’ to fake any eommon action with the othe 
Powers. 


I have, &e, 
(Signed) OIL SPRING-RICE. 





No. 123, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Recrived October 15.) 


(No. 33. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Guthok, September 19, 1900, 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatches Nos. 19 ani 20, Commercial, of 
the 25th July and 2nd August, I have the honour to state that Texpect soon to. be in 
possession of more detailed ‘information as to Russian trade with Persia, and will 
accordingly defer transmitting my Report on this subjee: until I am able to 
‘complete it, 

In the meantime, I have the konour to state that froin the information at present in 
my hands, the following conclusions may be drawn: — 

1. Negotiations for a modification of the Russian ‘Treaty, 

M. Naus has drawn up his scheme, but has not yet made a definite arrangement, 
nor, as far as T ean ascertain, commenced serious negotiations, 

‘The Russian Government, however, did send two expert Delegates to. discuss the 
question, but on hearing of the Shah’s departure they returned to Russia before rouchinse 
Tehran. M. Naus hopes to proceed to Russia this winter for the purpose of securing 
Some necessary modifications in the Loan Awreement, which has been drawn up with 1 
singular disregard to Persian interests. ‘The necessity of modi that Agreement 
‘would put a useful weapon in Russin's hands in the eominereial negotiations. 

2. Effect of M. Naus’ proposed reforms on Russian and English trade, 


(a.) Exports from Persia. 


__ It is understood M. Naus proposes to abolish all export duties exeept on wheat and 
opium, 
‘These two articles are exported from the south to Great Britain or British posses 
j1635 





sions, and while the balance of trade is in favour of Persia in the north, it is against 
hor ia the south, We shall accordingly be the main sufferers by this change. Russia, 
it may be remarked, imposes a duty on all imports of raw cotton, except those from 
Persia, 


(b.) Imports. 


‘wo main articles of trade are imported from the United Kingdom or British 
India, which are not imported from Russia, ‘These are tea and rice, It is improbable 
that « high duty will be imposod on rice, but tea is not unlikely to suffer. 

The prineipal articles imported from Russia to Pers! % 
cotton goods, 20,0002, [tix stated that the bounty on the latter, amounting in 1808 
te from 2-50 roubles to 2:80 roubles per poud, and now to 4 roubles per poud, will 
shortly be raised to 5:40 roubles. ‘The value of cotton pods imported from 
Britain direct in 1898 was 27,0000, and from India, 1898-99, Q00L, or a total of 
660,001, 

‘he value of the cotton import from Russia was about 520,000). in 1898. From 
the statisties of bounty given it would appear that more than four-fifths of this export 
Consiats of higherspriced goods, ‘The exports from Great: Britain in the first six months 
of the present and past years consisted (in thousands of pounds) of — 








ubleachert 
rn 





From India the export of foreign cotton in 1898-99 was— 
Twist ‘ a 
Vite a os 
Wesched ‘ 
Coloured 


oo 9,405,000, 
Now of Foon produce 
i 498,000 


193,000 


It will thus be seen that though a considerable amount of yarn is imported 
from India, the greator part of the British cotton export to Persia is composed of 
voloured good! 

sport opinion hore is to the eflect that Tritish manufacturers have the advantage 
in cheap oods, bul thiit, Russia. successfully compotes in "Turkey rei prints, moleskin, 
tatton relvets, certain prints and linings, and cotton cheviots. Tinclose samples of the 
frtieles of cotton manufacture principally imported from Russia. 

Droailly xpeakin, it appeats that, especially since the cotton famine, which does not 
uuppoar to have affected Tussin, when large stocks were held over, England and Russia 
‘hport to Persia cotton articles of much the same nature, except, that Russin imports a 
reponderance of ‘Turkey reds and England has an advantage in the cheaper sort of 
prints, JEM, Naus adlieres to. his desire to impose a heavier tax on the more 
Expensive articles, (his principle would be more prejudicial to Russia than to English 
trade, 

“Although it woul thus appear to be a difficult matter to aril for cotton 
xoods which would injure British trade without affecting Russian trade, there ean be no 
‘Hoabt that, if it be posible, Russia vill tind some means of doing so. The great 
<Aetifces she is incurring for the spread of her trade in Persia are sufficient proof of the 
policy of her Government. 

‘he position of M, Naus at the head of the Customs, which may soon fall under 
Russian control, while it makes hit ansious to inprove the revenues under his charge, 
rakes hin dependent for his future prospects on the goodwill of Russia, His declared 
toliey is to frame such a Tariff as will increase the revenue without diminishing trade, 
Wid: therefore, fo pay due regard to all the interests concerned. At the same time, it is 
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obvious that the great extent of the Persian frontier will make it impossible to provené 
clandestine imporiation if high rate of duty makes smuggling profitable, 

With regard to the measures to be adopted to saiesuard our interests, it would 
appear that the question of the “rahdari, as explained ina previous despatch, might 
be used as a basis for an arrangement. ‘There is, however, the objection that if Russia 
acquiesces in the imposition of “rahdari” we might lose our right under our ‘Treaty of 
protesting against it, as long as it was levied on all merehaniize alike. 

Ttmight be advisable to induce the Turkish Goverment to demand under this 

» same Customs Tariff as that Imposed by ‘Turkey, which would, 

0 articles of British eomierce, be preferable to the new specific Tarif. 
But in the prescut condition of our relations with Persia, and of Persia with Russia there 
isnot much prospect of securing a farourable consideration of Bit interests by direct 

ati 
_ Tyenture toad that the Customs reve he only stable clement in Persian, 
fdanes and that baler Zande ther improvement an aldtione grata 
Thay e&e. 
(Signed) CETL SPRING-RIC 





No, 124 


Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received October 15.) 


(No. 315.) 
My Lon, Therapia, October 5, 1900, 
THE paraseaph fro ed in Sir N, O'Conor’s despatch No, 178 
of the 22nd May last, conveyed the impression that a new battery had been erected at 
nt (Corna), but from the reports since received from Her Majesty's Consular 
\l Basra this impression appears to be exroneous, 
ks that the dispateh of troops with one gun, to form a sanitary 
th of the auth of colar then fn Oatoher last anay 
statement, or that it may be attributable to 
s taken by the Vali of Basra to preserve the se ny ee 
To a despatch dated the 10th July, and forwarded to me by Her Majesty's Consul- 
lad, Mr. Shipley states that a battery was sent from’ that place to 
Basta, whence two guns were detached to Katr, on the Arabian east of the Persian. 
Guli, for the purpose of protecting the wells from which the troops in that district 
procure their supply, but Major Melvill believes that they were sent in the 
course of ordinary relief, 
Lhave, &e 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 





No, 125. 
Sir E. Monson to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received October 15.) 


198.) 
My Lord, ; Pavis, Ortober 14, 19100. 
TILAVE the honour to inlose an extract from the “Journal des Débats™ of this 
erening® containing a ler Troma eorespondent at Aden, dated the Ist Osa, 
ntitled. “Tho expulsion of tite Drugoman of the Prench Consulate from the Palues 
of Seyyid Foyssil, Sultan of Muscat. eee 
vent” is accused of systematically intriguing against Froncle 


_ Lhaye, &e, 
(Signed) EDMUND MONSON 





* Not printed. 
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No. 126. 
Indite Office (o Foreign Office. —(Received October 15.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 27th September, sespecting the 
French coal dopdt at Muscat. 

India Office, October 15, 1900. 


Tnelosure in No, 126. 


: Captain Cox to Government of India. 
Sir, Muscat, Seplenber 1 
T HAVE the honour to report, with reference to paragraph 4 of my te 
J1th August last, to your address, on the subject of the partition of the Makalla 
the “Drome” hus landed an official who will remai French 
He has hired a house in the town, and taken up his abode ashore, {Ho is said to have 
deen previously employed in Jibuti and to speak Arabie and Swahili fluently. 


(Signed) P, Z. COX. 





India Office to Foreign Office. (Received October 15.) 


‘THE. Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Afluirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Government of Tudia Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 27th September, regarding the 
controversy between M. Ottavi and the Sultan of Museat. 

India Office, October 15, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 127. 
Captain Cox to Government of Iudin. 


(Confidential Muscat, September 15, 1900, 

IN contin of my letter dated the Sth instant, 1 have the honour to report 
subsequent developments. 

9. My letter to the French Consul, dated the 7tk September, was not answered 
by M. Ottavi until the evening of the [0th September, when I received the commu- 
nication of which copy is attached. A little ier the same afternoon Capt 
Martel called at the Consulate to say that he had unexpectedly to proceed to Jask at once 
and to make apologies for two of his officers who had accepted invitations to dine with us 
that evening, He added that he had to dispatch telegrams and await answers, and should 
probably not return till Friday, ‘The “Drdme" tas not returned up to the time of 
dispatch (noon Saturday, 16th). 

‘3, Since receipt of my letter the French Consul has left the Sultan entirely alone, 
and Abdul Aziz bas anide no attempt to enter the Palace, and ix said to have been on the 
point of proceeding to his village on leave of absence. At all events, the Sultan, has liad 
4 week's reat from worry, and is the better for it. M. Otiavi visited the Consulate 
privately on the afternoon of the 11th and spent some two hours here, but no questions of 
Tacal polities were introduced into the conversation. 

4. 1 forgot to mention that the *Drdme” brought a very large flag-staff for the 
French Consul, which the latter, no doubs, intended to plant in the ground as a set-off 
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against the one recently supplied to this Consulate, to which M, Ottavi endeavoured to 
persuade the Sultan to object during the time of my predecessor. I hear, however, but 
‘with what trath I cannot say, that it is so large that it cannot be carried through the 
narrow streets to the French Consulate, Atall events, it has not yet been landed, 

5. T beg to attach copy, én clair, of my Secret telezram of the 8th September, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 127. 
AM, Gtiavi to Captain Cox. 


Vice-Consulat de France & Mascate, 
Consu le 1 Septembre (2 10), 1900, 

VAL Thonnear de vous accuser réoeption de votre lettre du 7 de ce mois par 
laquelle vous me faites savoir que le Sultan de Maseate m'acouse avoir manqué aux 
régles de la courtoisie internationale et porté atteinte & son indépendance en persistant 
lui envoyer Abit Rouwahi, quoigu’il ne veuille pas le recevoir, et ajoute que je 
Vai menacé de l'emploi de tn force sil ne se rendait & mes exigences, 

on fraction que jfaurais commise aux lois de la courtoisie vous ne 
Vopinion du Sultan, mnais pour ce qui vst de Patteinte que jfaurais portée 
; eh ‘indgpendance de Sa Hautesse vous protestez.au nom de tn Déclaration du 10 Mars, 

Mon Gouvernement tant saisi de cette affiiro, j 
meut & votre protestation, dont j'ai dailleurs envo 
Btrangeres i Paris, Z 


‘cuter ayee vous relatives 
au Ministére des Affaires 


Veuillez, Ke, 
(Signé) OPPAVI, 


Inclosure & in No. 127. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic. Seeret.) Museat, September 8, 1900, 
GN the 4th Seplembsr French Consul told Sultan finally and ffcally. that forco 
would be used if Abdal Aziz. not received. Sultan obdurate, anid on the 5th Soptember 
wrote French Consul courteously reviewing the whole question in dispute und 
communication of it to French Government, French Consul wrote reply refusing 
reference to thc French Government and. confirming intention of usine force. Sultan 
forwarding the correspondence to me specifically asked for help. 1 complied with request 
on the authority of Governnient of India telegram to Meade, dated the 20th Februar 
1899, and wrote protest to French Consul ander Declaration of the 10th March, 1862 
No reply received yesterday or to-day, but Abdul Aziz no longer intrudes into the Palace, 
Astion was necessary to sve sitution, Full particulars mailed to-day. Sphinx," with 
nior Naval icer Persian Gulf, obliged to leave owing to sever ei ‘i-beri, 
Tojic verprasevable Vhkeand bare licta bone ae 


Inclosure 4 in No, 127. 


Government of India to Captain Cox. 


(Telegraphic.) Simla, September 22, 1900, 

2 wl DR later of the 15th September end. previous Corveapenilenoes, Xouk action 
port of firm an g attitude of Sultan and in protest against French démau 

hhas approval of Her Majesty's Government, ee 





(1635) 
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No, 128. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 16.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents hiis compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by dircetion of Tord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the F State, eopy of inclosures in 
Government of India Foreign 27th Seplomber, regarding 
the death of the Chief of Ras-cl-Khaima, 

India Office, October 15, 1900, 


SS 
Inclosure 1 in No. 128. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keinbatl to Government of Inia. 


Bushire, August 27, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to. report, for the information of the Government of Tndi 
thay Sheikh, Hainid-bineAbdulla, Chief of Ras-el-Khaima, one of the ‘Trucial Chiefs of 
the Pirate Coast, died on the 2nd instant. A translation of the Resideney Agent's 

is forwarded herewith 
to 1868, Ras-el-Klaima was subjeet to Shargah, but in that year Sheikh 

"Abdulla, who had been elected to be Governor of Ras-el-Khaima by his 
uncle, Sheikh Khaled-bin-Sultan, Chief of Shargah, took the opportunity of his uncle's 
Heath to throw off his alloginuce to Shargah, and assert his independence. Tt would 
how ‘appear that the Chief of Shargah intends to assert his authority over Ras-cl- 
Khaine Whether he will be successful or not remains to be seen, but at present no 
i war part is called for. 

nr, alluded to in the Agent's report, was a former Ch 

and tho lathor of Sheikh Khaled referred to above, In his time Ra 
Shargal were vw 


Inclosure 2 in No. 128. 
The Residency Agent, Shargah, to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 


August 12, 1900. 
-l-Khainiw died of paralysis on the 2nd instant. ‘The Chief of 
‘Shargal lias in consequence taken over the government of Ras-el-Khaima, and has gone 
To manage matters in that plice aud the villages attached to it, and to assume control 
the natives of those pluees, He is at present at Ras-cl-Khaima, I also visited 
Ltnseel-Khaiina iv order to sve how matters were progressing there. ‘The descendants of 
the lato Sullan-bin-Suggar are alive, aud they may desire the government of Ras-el- 
Khaima, but the Ghicl of Shargah does not intend to accept any one of them as the 
Chief oF thal place, Should he (the Chief of Shargali) appoint his Deputy at Ras-el- 
Klainia, the inhabitants of Hat place and of the villages attached to it, who are rather 
handed, will not be controlled by him (the Deputy). A permanent Chief is, there= 
fore, required, The Chief of Shargah intonds to appoint his assistant at Ras-el-Khaima, 
and thereby take over charge of the Government but he eannot be expected 
to hold on permanently, ‘The descendants of Sultan-bin-Sagwar are unwilling to see 
their cousin (Chiet of Shargah) come into the possession of their ancestor's territory. 

Matters have not yet been arranged. 





No. 129. 
India Office to Foreign Office —( Received October 16.) 


‘HE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretiry of State for Boreign Atluirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the intormation of the Seeretary of State, copy of inclosure_ in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 27th September, regarding 
the grant of a mini jon in the Island of Dalmah, in the Persian Gulf, 

Tudia Office, October 


Inclosure in No, 129. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


Sir, September 10, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Government of India, 
that the Chief of Abu Dhabi recently reported to me that he tind received an applica 
tion from one Ratiansi Purshottam, a British Indian merchant residing at Muscat, for 
the right to work red oxide on the Island of Dalmah. 

‘The Political Agent at Museat, from whom 1 mado inquiries as to Rattansits 
antecedents, &¢., has informed me that the man, though he does not bear a good 
personal reputation, is an enterprising trader, and might be given the concession applied 
for by him, 

T have accordingly informed the Chief of Abu Dhabi that if he can make 
satisfactory arrangements with Rattansi, 1 see no objection to his ranting him the 
eoncession, 

Thave, &e. 
fgned) 6. A. KEMBALD, 





No. 130. 
Board of Traile to Foreign Office —(Received Octolier 16.) 


Bourd of Trade, October 15, 1900, 
if Trade to acknowledge the reesipt of yore letter of 
ve to the repor ention of the 
stitute « specific tarill for the wd valorem rates of customs 
duty at pr foree in Persia. 
With roferouce thereto Lam to stato that, fn thy opinion of the Board, a specific 
favonti lasses of cottons consumed’ in Persia would probably eonduce to 
terests of Manchester trade, provided that no preference be allowed to similar 
ods, Tt appears to them, therefore, to he most. fimportint that, any nogotii~ 
may take place between Persia and the Russian Government: should by 
s closely as possibl 
‘Phe Board desiro me to add that: they concur with Mv, Spring-Rieo's viows ax to 
the ad means of transport and enamunieation in South Persia. 
am, & 


(Signed) . B, BALEMAN. 





No. 131. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. le Buawen, 
(No. 47.) eae i 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 16, 1900. 
HAVE you any information respecting a report contained in a Renter telegram: 
from Aden that the Sultan has leased the Tstand of Uroan to Germany ¥ ‘This island 
is said to be situated in the Red Sea 40 miles north of Kamaran, 





No. 182 


Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Office —(Received 
‘October 17.) 


Registered Office, 3, Silter's Hull Court, 
ke Cannan Street, London, October 16, 1900. 

TAM desired by my Board to hand you the inclosed duly audited Statement of 
profit and loss for the maintenance of the Karin service for the half-year ending the 
30th June last, showing a deficit of 9492, Ox 2d., and respectfully to. apply for 
payment of this’sum in accordance with the terms of your letter of the Ist February. 

My Directors would he obliged if you would give them » reply this month to our 
letter of the 2nd Mare last, as they are now incurring expenditure which is not covered. 
‘except to the extent of 50/, by the proposed xrant. 

Thave, &e. 

(Signed) EDW. MILLS, Secretary. 


Sir, 
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No. 133. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 19.) 


Sir, India Office, October 18, 1900, 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter dated the 28th September last, forwarding further papers concerning the 
Teported intention of Persia to change the form of her import ‘Tariff. 

Briefly, the present position seoms to he that the British Embassy is watching the 
iatter closcly; that the Persian Goyorament denies that any change is contemplated, 

id claims a free hand in the matter, but would mos: probably eonsult the British 
the Tariff; and that, according to the 


intorests, 

India and the United Kingdom have a close interest in these matters. About 
00 por cent. of the merchant shipping frequenting the Persian Gulf carries the British 
flag; and out of the 1,400,000. of British goods imported by sea into Persia, about 
1,000,000/, worth comes from or through India, and consists mainly of rice, tea, indigo, 


, Hamilton advises that Her Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran should be 
instructed to maintain a very watchful attitnde in this matter; to obtain, if possible, 
an engagement from the Persian Government that the British Minister will be 
consulted before any change is aetually decided upon ; and to insist, as far as may be 
possible, that the specifie duties on tho four articles mentioned by the Board of Trade, 
cotton goods, tea, rice, and indigo, shall not fall at more than 6 por cent. 
‘ad voloren at 1 moderate Tariil yalnation, and that thie specific duties on those articles 
shall. lable to pesotial revision in accordanes with the Auctuation of prices 
Mr. Spring-Rice’s letter offers an interesting review of the advantages enjoyed by 
Rtussian commodities in the competition for Persia’s trade. It is perhaps true that 
during recent years means of communication between Baku and ‘Tehran have been 
moré largely iproved than baye communications between Bushire and Tehran. ‘This 
improvement has tended to the adyantage of Russi inst British and Indian 
trade with Central Persia. 
Copy of the present correspondence will be forwarded to the Government of India 
for information, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





No, 14. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 19, 1900. 
I HAVE, aid before the Marquess of Salisbury Pate ht f the ilth instant, 
transmitting copies of reports addressed by the Political Agent at Muscat to the 
Gavaciiene sir tidiy ah bib couacraneer wisich sooty. nd tp bahadresnipi'w proton, 
to the French Consul 
Tn the circumstaness reported by Captain Cox, Lord Salisbury concurs in the 

Tpopael of Her Majesty's Seretary of State for India that be should be informe that 
Her Majesty's Government commend his conduct in the several matters dealt with in 
the correspondence, 

_ Lord Salisbury also agrees withLord G, Hamilton as to the advisability 0 
informing the Sultan of Muscat that Her Majesty's Government apprecinte the desire 
shown by His Highness to observe bis promises aid engagements, 

ia &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 
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No. 135. 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received October 22.) 


(No. 857, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Therapia, October 15, 1600. 

RUMOURS having reached me that the German Government were establishing a 
coal dept onan island in the Red Sea, I have been endeavouring to ascertain the trath 
of the story. 

Some days ago, in conversation with the Talian Ambassador and myself, the 
German Ambassador touched upon the subject. His account of it is that 2 German 
steam-ship, with troops on board for the Far East, sprang a leak in the Red Sea, and 
wvas compelled to lighten herself by discharging a portion of her coal supply on to an 
sland called Kum Adasy, in the Farsan sroup, In reply to the objections raised 
the Turkish authorities, Baron von Marschall had argued that any vessel was at liberty 
when in danger to discharze coals or cargo anywhere, provided the owner of the ground 
or warehouse into which they were discharged! received proper compensation. Ho had 
therefore declined to interfere, with a view to the removal of the coals, ‘Though his 
Excellency avoided the use of the term coaling station, he did not deny, when pressed by 
the Italian Ambassador, that Germany might, if she found it eonvenient, continue to 
Aeposit coals on the same spot. 

Mr. Block asked the Ottoman Foreign Minister on Saturday last what. was the state 
of the case, and was informed, in confidence, that the Sultan had declined absolutely to 
recognize the right claimed by Germany to establish even a temporary coaling depot 
during the continuance of the present troubles in China, 

‘he most that Baron yon Marschall had been able to obfain was an offer from His 
Imperial Majesty that the Ottoman Ministry of Matine should be directed to purchase 
British coal and establish a depOt on the island in question for the nse of German 
vessels, 

His Excellency was not satisfied, and continued to demand that the German 
oposite should not be interfered with, Tho Sultan persisted in his opposition, and 
hat! actually paid over to the Ministry of Marine the sum of £ 'l 20,000 from his 
privy purse to be spent in purchasing” coal. ‘Tewiik Pasha believed that the coal was 
Already on its way to Kum Adasy, Baron yon Marschall had made a great, point 
Of the difficulty there would be in procuring good Wnglish coal, but the Minister 
Df Marine had nevertheless succeeded in making 4 satisfactory contract with a British 
firm, 

Tunderstand that an attempt was made to put off the German Ambassador with 
the suggestion that German ships might just as well got their coal at Camaran as an 
ordinary commercial transaction, His xcellency strongly dissented, on the ground 
that quarantine questions would constantly arise, He was equally unmoved by the 
Sultan's argument. that the establishment of a fresh coaling station in the Red Sea 
‘would lead other Powers to follow suit. Baron von Marschall replied that, England and 
Taly already had posts there, and France had all she wanted at Jibuti, here was no 
fear, he thought, of Russia following suit, and, however that might be, Germany, with 
Hier ‘inereasing interests in the Far East, could no longer depend on obtaining her' 
coals from purveyors at Port Said and Aden, who were already alleging that they could 
hot undertake to supply English coal regulaily owing to the large demands of the 
British navy. 

During the last ten days Baron von Marschall ins siot returned to the charge, but 
there is no reason to think that he has accepted the Sultan's manner of dealing with 
the difficulty. 

T have asked Her Majesty's Consul at Jeddah to report any information he may be 
able to obtain confidentially on the subject. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


Ss 
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No. 136. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received October 22.) 
(Confidential.) 2 ae: : 
Sir, Admiralty, October 16, 1900, 
WITH reference to Admiralty letter of the 6th ultimo, T am commanded by my 
‘Lords Connnissioners of the Admiralty to transinit herewith, for the information of the 
rotary. of State, copy of a further Report from the Senior Naval Officer in the 
dated the 2ist July last, on Khor Kawi and Khor-ash-Shem, in the 
OF th oned the latter is the best, but it appears 
eked pce would make bl 


for details 


Tam, & 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnelosure in No, 136. 
Commander Phillipps to Tear-Admiral Bosanquet. 


Sir, Sphing,” at Muscat, July 21, 1900. 

TN continuation of my lotter of the Sth ultimo, and in compliance with Admiralty 
lolter of the Sth April last, T have the honour to report that I have visited the two 
remaining ports in the Persian Gulf, viz, Khor Kawi and Khor-ash-Shem, situated on the 
westorn side of Mussendam Promontory, ‘The former is not at all suitable as a harbour 
for the purpose of fog naval and coaling station, but would form a convenient 
sholtor for small craft: and’ torpedo-bonts, who could use Kho nas a base. 

Khot-ash-Shom is a splendid land-locked harbour, with 1 narrow, winding entrance, 
an having very. deep water, vould aesomnodate any nurabor of lage ships, the best 
anchorage lieing in a bay s h Tslond 

Defence. —'the » defended by one or two forts ov by mines, 

Suitabitily ax ad - ood, but the climate from July to Septe 


would he very trying to ‘A’ plentiful supply of good water ean be obtained 
by sinking aftesian wells, 


For Coating Purposes.—Ut would 
piers would ave to bo nile and light 
“ho astern Totegraph Company had wst a 1 the harbour in 1 
Dutit had to be abandoned owing to the het. Kor purposes of control of the Gulf its 

position is very good, 


ing station, but sheds and 


L have, &e. 
(Signed) HL, A. PHILLIPPS. 





No, 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Moryuess af Salisbury —(Received October 22.) 


(No. 67.) 
(Helegraphie,) 2. Constantinople, October 22, 1900. 
ER. Majesty's Consul at Jeddah sonds me the following telegram, under date of 

yesterday 
“For the last four weeks the “Marie,” a German Goverment collier, has 

surveying in the neighbourhood of the Farsan Islands, and ended 

coal Store on, Kumh Tsland, Nibta Bay, where 

ischarged, with the permission of thé Porte, for use during the Chinese war, 

* Marie” is still discharging, aud the Ottoman flag flies over the coal store,” 
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No. 138. 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 23.) 


(No. 362. Confidential.) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, October 19, 1900. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 357 of the 15th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a Memorandum containing extracts from two private letters 
hich have been received from Hodeida by Mr. Weakley, Commercial Attaché to this 
Embassy, giving an account of the movements of the Geiman vessel for the purpose of 
establishing a coal depot in the Red Sea. 
With regard to the Sheikh Aboul Khouda, mentioned in the letter of the 27th Sep- 
tember, I would remark that this man, who has exercised very great influence at 
Yildiz for the past eighteen years, has hitherto been regarded as haying warm English 


gn Affairs, unofficially, whether 
2 in Reuter’s telegrams on the 


Island of Okban to Germany, 

‘This island, Mr. Weakley informs me, offers no natural advantages for a coal depbt, 
1s the shores are difficult of access, and the strong south winds to which it is exposed 
render its neighbourhood dangerous to vessels intending to touch there. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) M, DE BUNSEN. 


——— 
Inclosure in No. 138. 
Memorandum by Mr. Weakley. 


WITH reference to the German coaling station in the Red Sea, I have the honour to 
report that Mr. Weakley has learnt from a private correspondent that “a strange German 
Steamer had made her appearance at Camaran, and has been carrying on most peculiarly, 
Tam told that she is a small vessel and is called ‘Marie,’ and is manned by officers: and 
men dressed in plain clothes, who try to impress upon all the folks here that they are 
simple creatures who know nothing; the excuse they give for coming to Camuran is that 
they have to supply the transports going to China with coal, ‘The vessel made her appearance 
first some days ago at Camaran and then left for Perim. Sho then returned to Camaran 
vii Farsan Islands, where she is reported to have landed a quantity of coal. ‘The Mudir 

‘but it was carried on.all the same, aud the ship's boats 
dono with this coal, or who has been left in 
On returning to Camaran the innocent: 

ter of Marine, for which he 


whether this true.” 








[1635] 
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No. 139, 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received October 23.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Poreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 

Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 4th October, regarding Muscat, 


India Office, October 22, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 139. 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


(Coniidential,) Muscat, September 20, 1900. 
mag.) WAVE the honour to submit further iformetion in connection with the Prench 
flag. 

2. My telegram vid Jask, dated the 18th-19th instant, communicating the 
“Drdme's” departure from Lingab, doubtless reached the Goverument of India in due 
course. She was absent a week, dispatcbing and awaiting replies to telegrams, and 
without any immediate result as fur as Museat is concerned. On returning here on the 
evening. of the 16th, Captain Martel informed the Commander of the “ Redbreast,” which 
hhad arrived before ‘him, that he would be leaving for Busrab during the week. ‘The 
followitig day (the 17th) he called privately at the Consulate to say good-bye, saying that 
he was leaving for Lingab at daybreak. He went on to say that he should remain there 
five or six days, as he had business to transact, and should then go on to Bushire. 
Speaking of Bahretn, he remarked that his Government had no special interest there, so 
he should probably not go; but he might look in there to see the place if he had time to 
spare, He added that hie expected to come to Muscat again on his return journey about 
six weeks hence, ‘The Drdme” left at daybreak next morning (the 18th), and I 
informed the Resident the same day by telegram. After the “ Drdme’s” return from 
Task no communication whatever was made to the Sultan cither in connection with Abdul 
Aziz. or the Suri flags 

Her Majesty's sbip “Redbreast” left the following morning for Bushire and Busrab, 
so will be at the Resident's disposal if required. 

. Lam informed that the French official mentioned in my letter, dated the 15th 

‘ptember, will remain here for the present, in case the French Goyerament soon decide 
‘upon any definite action regarding Sur, but that he will proceed to Sur after a few weeks 
to await the return of the dhows, which are now all at sea. In this connection, I venture 
to suggest that (if such a measure ia not incompatible with the attitude which Her 
Majesty's Government intend to adopt towards the Suri flag question) it might be advisable 
to send a British Agont there also—as a temporary measure at all events, 

4, T have the honour to attach to this communication the purport of a statement 
made to me yesterday by the Kazi of Sur, who is here on a few days’ leave, His reference 
to Salini-bineThabet requires a little explanation. 

T mentioned in paragraph 4 of my letter, dated the Ist September, that the Sultan 
had reminded M. Ottavi that two of the Muscat protégés had returned their papers 
voluntarily, and that the third would, no doubt, do so on his arrival. A day or two later, 
M. Ottavi Sent one of his peons to Sur by dhow, and after the lapse of eight or ten days 
the peon returned, and at the same time arrived the son of Salimcbin-Thabet. The latter 
went to the Sultan and asked for his father’s papers for rendition to M. Ottavi. ‘The 
Sultan handed tiem over unsuspectingly, but was informed as soon as Salim’s son had 
loft the Palace that he intended to get them renewed, and cot to return them. On 
Hearing this, the Sultan sent after the man, but he could not be found, and on inquiry, it 
‘was ascertained that he had gone straight. to the French Consul, got his father’s papers 
renewed, and then decamped. According to Kazi Muhammad Ahmed's statement, the 
son’s action had not the approval of his father, but this seems doubtful. ‘The result 
remains to be sven, 

5. The Kazi's remarks with regard to the benefits which the captains of Suri 
dhows derive from the use of the French flag are interesting, although the information 
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ven is not altogether new. Sir Arthur Godley, in noting upon this subject at the India 
Oice (vide accompaniments. to. despatch, dated the 24th November, 1899, from the 
Secretary of State), suggested the possibility of our forestalling the action of the French 
by increasing the existing facilities for passing under the British flag, and I have before 
ventured to express the opinion that the grant of the British flag would be incompatible 
With the prinaple underlyiay our co-operation with the Sultan in this matter. On the 
Bther hand, the idea of instituting a special Muscat flag, ie. of altering the present Arab 
flag, has always been distasteful to is Highness, the Sulian, It oceurs to me, however, 
‘that there is a middle course which might prove feasible. 

‘At present His Highness issues to such dhows as ask for them vernacular articles 
and crew lists of his own, but of such a prinitive and sketchy nature that no official 
Belonging to a civilized Government could be expected to pay any attention to them. 
Tr, however, the Saltan, in commonication with the Brisk Government, were to have 
‘avticle and erew list drawn up in an intelligible printed form, in Arabic and English, after 

gnature by the Sultan, it might be sent on to the British Consul for verifeation and 
fnelorsement, ‘The form of such indorsement could be communicated to all the British 
Comals in Indian Seas, who could be instructed to afford Consular assistance to the 
Kalders of such articles, The dhows would still sail under the Arab flag, and no question 
of * protection,” properly so called, would therefore seem to be involved. ‘The indorsed 
Srticles would simply constitute a elaim to the good offices of our Consuls at ports where 
they exist. . f 

¥ The conditions necessary to qualify a dhow to have her articles so indorsed, would 
possibly be a question with regard to which the Board of Trade might have something to 
say, and the bearing of the Brussels Act upon it would also have to be considered. 

T have not had an opportunity of going into the matter deeply with the Sultan, butt 
mentioned to him that the idea had occurred to me, and, prind facie, he took kindly to it. 
T therefore venture to mention it now in ease the Government of India may consider the 
suggestion worth serious consideration, 


————— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 139. 


Information offorded by Saivid Muhammad Ahmed, Eddhab Mowawi and Kast of Sur, atan 
Tnterview, dated September 19, 1900. 


SINCE Saiyid Feysal loft Sur frequent letters have come froin M, Ottavi to Alisbin- 
Khamis regarding the advent of French men-of-war, &e,, by which the community have 
been a good deal disturbed. ks 

‘On the arrival of the Drdme” at Sur, after the formal visit of the Elders to the ship 
had been got over, M. Ottavi landed and proceeded to the heuse of Alicbin-KChamis, from 
whence he summoned the following three persons :— 


(1,) Abdulla-bin-Khamis, No. 2 signatory on document to the Sultan. 
(2:) Muhammad-bin-Abdulla, No, 5 signatory on document to the Sultan. 
3.) Salini-bin-Musallam, No. 8 signatory on document to the Sultan. 


On their arrival he produced an Arabic draft, written by his Dragoman, Abdul Azizy 
couched in terms of the following purport -— 

“We, the Undersigned, joined the rest of the signatories in patting our names to 
the undertaking, given to the Sultan, through fear: we wish to be under the profection of 
the great French Government. Sie 

‘M. Ottavi called upon the three men above mentioned to sign this document, but 
they refused to do. so unless their clansman® Muhammad-bin-Sultan signed it frst. ‘Tho 
Tatter was sent for, but was not inclined to sign it, but M. Ottavi threatened him, and 
said: “Who do you suppose is going to prevent my punishing you if { want to, for 
behaving as you have; if have any more trouble fom vou, 1 will send you to Jibutif at 
once in the Drime? to be imprisoned.” Eventually Abdulla signed the document, and 
Sas followed by the other three persons. I believe Salim-bin-Salim and Mubarak-bin~ 
Muhammad also signed the paper subsequently, but the matter was kept secret at the 
time, and did not leak out till after the “Dréme” had left. Since have come here E 
have heard also that some of the Nakbudas of the French flag dhows that called here, 
when M. Ottavi sent for them to sign their papers, were also prevailed upon to sign it. 


© Vide paragraph 5 of my report of Sane 18, 1900, 
{¢ Where Muhammad Abdalla has properte (eide prsazrapl 5 of oy report of June 18, 1900), 
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‘The original undertaking passed to Saiyid Feysal at Sur was executed by the 
natories iit my presence, and witnessed by me, and’ apparently they signed it entirely of 
their own free will; but afterwards there was much discussion in Sur on the subject, and 
some of the signatories fearing that Saiyid Feysal might not be able to protect them in 
case of the French taking action against them, as threatened, changed their minds. The 
man Salim-bin-Thabet, the third of those whose papers Saiyid Feysal brought back to 
‘Museat, was much annoyed at his son coming here and acting as he did. ‘The son's 
‘was unauthorized by the father, but now the father does not know what to do, and 
is waiting to see what action Saiyid Feysal will take. —1f Saiyid Feysal attempts to punish 
him, he will probably take refuge in Brench protection ; if not, he will, I think, give up 
his flag in spite of his son’s conduct. Salim-bin-Thabet’s son was, I believe, sent for by 
‘M, Ottavi, whose man Khamis arrived in Sur with a letter, and then Salim’s son returned 
at the same time as he did to Muscat, 

The great incentive to Suris to take the French flag is the fact that they obtain 
freedom from search and assistance in many ways from the French Consuls wherever they 
call. For instance, the negroes forniing their erews constantly abscond at the large ports. 
If the buggalow has a French flag and a crew list, the French Consul gets the man given 
back, On the other band, in the ease of a dhow under the Arab flag, any Seedi who may 
pethups be perfectly free, and have received an advance of pay according to custou 
only to go ashore dnd say he is w slave and wants freedom, and is thereby lost to the dhow 
owner. 

I think the Beni Abu Ali tribe at Sur will remain loyal to the Sultan, but the 
Jennebel, especially the Mukanna section, are not sincere in the matter. 





No. 140. 
India Office to Foreian Office—(Received October 24.) 


‘THE Undor-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
Torwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Vieoroy, dated the 23rd October, regarding Muscat affairs. 

India Office, October 24, 1900, 


Tnclosure in No. 140. 


Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 
(islapraiiic) October 23, 1900. 
LUSCA'T correspondence included in Secretary's letters 20th and 27th September. 
Her Majesty's Government commend conduct of Captain Cox in matters reported, and 
he may inform Sultan that his desire to observe his promises and engagements is 
appreciated by them, 


No. 141. 
Foreign Offce to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 24, 1900. 
WITH retorence to your letter of the 8th instant, Tam directed by the Marquess 
of Salisbury to transmit to you copies of two despatches from Her Majesty's Chargé 


Affaires at Tehron,® relative to the recent attack on Her Majesty’s Residency at 
Bushire. 


Lord Salisbury propose if Her Majesty’s Seerstary of State for India eoneurs, to 


approve Mr. Spring-Rice’s action, ax reported in these despatches, 
Tam, &e. 


(Signed) H. SANDERSON. 





* Nos. 119 md 116, 
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No. 142. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Spring-Rice. 


(No. 28. Commercial. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 25, 1900. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 31, Commercial, of the 18th ultimo, in 
which you ask for instructions with regard to the Persian road tax, 

It seems very difficult to claim, on the the most-favoured-1 
stipulation in the between this country d Persia of 1841, a benefit arising 
from a construction of a ‘Treaty between Por ia, which the Russian 
Government themselves are not disposed to claim, ‘There is, moreover, a very simple 
method of opposing such claim, namely, the signature of a Protocol or Declaration 
between Persia and Russia, providing that the Preaty shall not be so construed as to 
prevent the imposition of such a ta 

Tt would not, therefore, seem advisable in any ease to go further than to intimate 
that Her Majesty's Government do not regard the road tax as justified under Treaty 
stipulation | consent and on reasonable terms, 

But before taking any such step, 1 should wish you to ascertain what support you 
could count upon from other Legations, particularly that of Germany, and to report 
tome the result of your 

Lam, &e, 
ed) SALISBURY, 





No, 143. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Spring-Rice. 


(No. 30, Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 29, 1900, 
WITH reference to. your despatch No. 28, Commercial, of the 24rd August last 
respecting the reported intention of the Persian Government: to substitute a specific 
ten for tho exatna ad enlerem rates of customs duty, trunsnit to you eopin af 
son the 
T request that il very in the matter, as 
anggested by both of theso Departments, and that. you will end i an 
agement from the Persian at Her Majesty's Legation shall be 
sulted before any change shall bx ided spon. 
be possible, that the spevifie duties on the 
med in, the | the Bourd of Trade, copy of whieh was inelosed 
No, 19, Commi th July last, namely, cotton. goods, tea, 
shall not fall a per cent. ad valorem at n moderate 
nd that the specific daties on those articles shall he liable to. periodical 
revisiou in aecordanee with the flucti 
Tam, &e 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





India Office to Foreiyn Office. (Received November 2.) 


Sir, India Offce, October 81, 1900. 

WITH reference to the letter from the Foreign Office of the 7th March last on the 
subject of the application of Messrs. Lynch tor a fixed subyention of 2,001, a-year for 
five years for the navigation of the Karun, 1 am directed by Lord George Hamilton to 
forward, tor the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, a copy of a letter from 
the Goverment of Indis, dated the 20th September, and to make the following 
observations. 

‘The recommendations of the Indion Expenditure Commission respecting the 


© Nos. 130 and 133, 
[1635] 27 





162 


apportioninent, of home charges have formed the subject of correspondence between this 
Office and the Treasury, and it will be seu from F the letters herewith 
ransmitied that the Lords Commissioners of Her M: asury have accepted 
rrangements based generally on those recommendations, 
as the subsidies for the navigation ol Buphr and Karun 

‘are concerned the views of the Royal Commission are expressed aph 246 of 
their Report. In their opinion the equity of the case would be met by dividing the 
cast of these subsidised services, ‘The equitable apporcionmont contemplated by the 
Commission was thib, while India should mai Bussorah-Bayidad service, 
Groat Britain should maint payment actually incurred by 
India. for the former, ie, the B Buglida e, amounts to 1,601, a-year 

Lord Cutzon’s Government express their concurrence in the views held by the 
Royal Commission, and they repent their opinion that the inte ved in the 
Karun serviee are Imperial and not Indian, Iam to observe that the Secretary of 
State in Council agrees with the Government of India, and regrets that he cannot make 
any further contribution towards the Karun subsidy from Ind 


GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 144. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, September 20, 1900. 


[Not printed.) 


Inclosure 2 in No, 144, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, October 18, 1900, with Inclosures, 


[Not printed.] 





No. 145. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received November 3.) 
(Secret.) 
Sir, Initia Office, November 1, 1900. 

LAM to invite attention to my letter, dated the 21st March, 1900, suggesting the 
oxpedioncy of collecting information as (o the ports and harbours of the Persian Gulf, 
It will be within the recollection of the Marquess of Salisbury that in the early part of 
this year a report was received to the offect that the Russians might land men, or host 
theit flag, at Bunder Abbas, As the outcome of my letter to you, dated the 15th 
February, 1900, authority was given on the 14th February (see copy of telegram 
forwarded to Foreign Office on the 16th idem) under certain conditions for hoisting the 
British flag on Hormuz, or Henjam, or Kishm, or whatever island might be considered 
hy. the naval authorities to offer the best advantages for a naval ase in that 
neighbourhood. 

‘Nhe contingeney feared did not arise, and it was not found necessary to take an, 
of the steps indicated in the telegram from the Secretary of State to the Viceroy, date 
the I4th February, 1900. At the same time, Lord George Hamilton considered it 
advisable to institute inquiries as to the relative advantages of the ports and harbours in 
the Persian Gulf, in order that greater precision might be given to future instructions if 
any should be required, and in order that any necessary preliminary measures, which 
might be practicable without arousing suspicions, might be taken. 

‘From a letter received from the Admiralty, dated the 16th October last, and from 
previous communications on the same subject, of which copies have been sent to the 
Foreign Office, Lord Salishury will have learnt the result of the inquiries instituted by 
the naval authorities, [t appears that the choice must lic between Hormuz Island, 
Henjam Island, and Khor Ash Shem Harbour on the Arabian coast. ‘The last possesses 
‘good water supply, but may be untenable by reason of its heat. Henjam would be 
defensible if a fort were built on Kishm, and its oceupation would thus involve the 
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occupation of the other island. On the whole, despite the difficulty of obtaining good 
water, the Island of Hormuz seems to offer the hest advantages, but itis probable thas, 
if in the future any action were decided upon, it would he advisable to oecupy more than. 
one of these islands. {am directed to inquire whether, in the opinion of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, the Viceroy of India might not be instructed to c 
further and special inquiries to be made asto the climate and resources in population and 
other respects of the three islands, and at the same time to suggest whether steps could 
not be taken to enter into closer relations with any independent local Chiefs or 
authorities there may be upon them, 

It is proposed that the Lords of the Admiralty should be thanked for the informa 
tion supplied, and informed that no farther steps are needed at prosent in regard to 
Khasal Bay. 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 





No. 146. 
Intelligence Division to Foreign Office. —(Received November 3.) 


THE Director of Military Intelligence presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and begs to forward, for his information, » 
translation of an article in the “ Russki Invalid,” dated 11th October, 1900, 

18, Quecn Anne's Gate, S.W., 

November 2, 1900. 


Inclosnre in No. 146, 


Extract from the  Russki Invalid” of October 11, 1900, 
Translation.) 

ACCORDING to the “ Askhabad,” an expedition from the Russian Geograph 
Society is about to proceed from Askhabad into Persia, under “Mf. Zarudni.” 





Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 5.) 


(No. 875.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, October 80, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herowith eopy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, giving sume generat 
observations on the present state of affairs in the Hedjaz, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) -M. DE BUNSEN. 


Inclosure in No, 147. 
Consul Devey to Sir N. O'Conor. 


3 Jeddah, September 14, 1900, 
IN forwarding my despatch No. 43 (under separate cover), I have the honour to 
add a few remarks upon the present state of aflai 
The Haj of 1317 was a small one, and the numbers of pilgrims arriving and 
departing by sea were about the same as those in 280, Javanese and Malays were less 
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than usual, whilst British Indians were still very few in consequence of the continuance 


of plague, On the other hand, North Africans, Egyptians, and others were slightly 
more numerous. 





British Indians. Afghan*, Wokhoi e | 


qwart—| 
alin (Hajnay Vernon 5 
‘aiki 





A detailed list of retuming pilgrims for last year (25,684) and this ( 
Doing forwarded under separate cover 

Tt is curious to remark tho large dise in the numbers of arriving and 
returning sea pilgrims, amounting these last two. years to 30 per cont. approximately, i 
spite of plague (which scarcely affected the pilgrims); pub 
and probably mortality will dispose of a bare 8k per eent. in gene 1 two years, 
though the Indian mortality is higher; part of the explanation may be traced to the 
eustom of many (indeed, of the majority) of Persian pilgrims arriving’ by sea performing 
second pilgrimage from Meecx (o Kerbela overland, partly a erable 
temporary settlement of pilgrims (especially Malays and Javanese) at Mecea for two or 
three years’ theological study, wlisice the ally disperse, without regard to. the 
pilgrim. season, as simple passengers, olten in indire ig their homes ; 
whilst there are, of course, considerable leakages by the Sea routes, and very many 
prefer a land joumney home northwards from Medina. 

‘he pilgrimage time way a fairly quiet one ; no serious disputes were taking place 
among the tribal Bedonins, and though there were some attempted rails just 
immediately afler the Haj day, they quickly came to nothing. ‘The exorbitant rates of 
camel hire between Mecea aid , both before and after the Haj were 
much complained of, but | only heard eases ch pilgrims declared then 
selves deprived of a visit to Medina on this account, ‘The custom is for the pilgrims 
Teaving Mceca by camel alter the Haj, and intending to return home from Jeddah, to 
prepay thie whole amount for the round, But as this year plague was announced at 
Yembo on tho Haj day that port was ta he segregated, and all pilgrims were notified 
that they would Have to return from Jeddah (a ineasure which the authorities were 

uint of the almost complete Inck of water at 
Yombo), and, therefore, all hud to prepay the whole return camel hire, However, in the 
fend, as plague again ap) and as it ended at Yembo on the 14th June, 
pilgrims v led to sail trom Yembo, and eight steam-ships took away 5,081 to the 
general xitistuction of all partios 

‘Mhe road trom Medina to Yembo duving the descent of the pilgrims was kept free 
of disorder ov any raiding. ‘The road hetween Jeddah and Medina bas also heen 
tranquil on the whole all this summer, and the recent troubles mentioned in my despatch 
No. 74 of the 2nd August ure not having any very serious sequel, though they: a 
not yot quite ended, and, indeed, ronbexies on the part of Abu Ruba’s men still continu 
some fresh complaints on the part of British Didian merchants have just been sub- 
mitted to this Consulate, 

‘Whe scarcity of water, portly sintural and partly factitious, con 
recently, that is to say, the water has been both very bad and very dear, costing 
40 to 30 percent, above the usual price, and it was only’ a fortnight ago that ordinary 
rates returned to or of sleddah lately told me that he had received a 
telegram from Kinniil Pasta, Vali of Adang, anuouineing that skilled well-borers had 
left his district to survey and report on water eonditions at Jeddah. ‘The rainfall in 
general Hhroughout this district, and specially in Yemen, has been unusually abundant, 
and the results are already ubsetved in plentiful harvests, a general cheapening of food 
supplies, and ina very considerable import and export of Yemen groats, Of course, this 
fal of ptiges in foodstuls is sho msinly dae to th lessening famine én India, 

Here I may mention thot tis vilayet is making x couteibution of 2,000, to the 
Famine Fund, to which British Indians settled at Jeddab, Medina, and Mecea bave 
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added a liberal quota, besides what they have given for the Indian Charity Fund, for 
maintenance of destitute pilgrims, or for assisted passages and food for returning 

ilgrims, as also for other non-Indian pilgrims, and sums that are to be given, I believe, 
in aid of the Damascus-Mecca Railway. 

‘The beginnings of this great work appear to be being pushed forward with feverish 
activity at the Damascus end, but in the Hejaz no particular enthusiasm seems to have 
been aroused. ‘The building of this railway will, however, revolutionize, no doubt, these 
districts some day, and, hesides its commercial advantages, will both facilitate and 

useful control upon the pilgrimage. considered merely as an annual i 
It is hardly likely that it will be completed also without a line being thrown across the 
Sinai Peninsula to effect a junction with Bgyptian railways. 

Coming to telegraphs, the idea of a cable down the east coast of the Red Sea is 
not, it would appear, being thrust prominently upon the public notice, but the overland 
wire is advancing, and should have reached or passed Maan, near the head of the Gulf 
of Acaba, Recently some material for this line was disembarked at Yembo, whence it 
was to be conveyed to Medina, 

Thave heard nothing more of the projected quay and dock for Jeddah, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) G. P, DEVEY, 


No, 148, 
Intelligence Division to Foreign Office —(Received November 5.) 


‘THE Director of Military Intelligenco presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and begs to forward, for his information, a 
translation of an article from tho “ Trans-Caspinn Review,” dated 9th October, 1900, 

AS, Queen -tnne's Gale, 8.1, 

November 3, 1900. 


* Tnclosure in No. 148. 


Extract from the  Trans-Caspian Review ” of October 9, 1900. 


tion.) 
are informed that M. Zarudni, Professor of Natural Sciences in the Moseow 
ot Corps, who is famous for his explorations in Persia and ‘runs-Caspia, is. about 
art on anew expedition into Persia, ‘The objeet of the expedition is the study of 
nature in little known parts of Persia. On the occasion of his first trip into Persia, 
M. Zarudni made the tour of the Province of Seistan, ‘This time his route will be 
more extended, for he intends to pass through Seistan, thenco to eluchistan, and, 
further, by the coast of the Indian Qeenn, and by the Westem frontier of Persia, back 
into Russian territory. Four persons only will take part in the expedition, one bein, 
a naturalist-photographer, Important discoveries in Eastern science may be expectod 
to result from this expedition. It may be observed that that pact of Beluchistan and 
Persia adjacent to the Indian Ocean is very seldom visited hy scientific travellers. 


pa SSS 


No, 149. 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Spring-Rice. 


Foreign Office, November 7, 1900. 
D to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India your 
aespatclies, No, 92 of the 19th September and No. 100 of the 25th September, relative 
to the recent attack on the British Residency at Bushire. 5 
T have to inform you that your action in connection with this matter is approved 
by Her Majesty's Government. 
Lam, & 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





[1635] 20 
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No. 150. 
India Office to Voreign Office. —(Received November 8.) 


1B Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures:in 
Government. of India Foreign 5) 's letter, dated the 18th October, respecting 
Bushire affairs, 


Juin, Office, November 7, 1900, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 150. 

Lieutenunt-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 
Sir, Bushire, September 22, 1900. 

THIAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of Tud 
‘copy of a despatch, with inclosure, which T have addressed to Her Britanni 
Majesty's Chargé a’ \ffai iran, regarding the alleged purchase of landed 
property in Bushire by the French Government. 
Tam, &, 


(Signed) C. A. KEMBALL, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 150. 
Acting Consul-General Kemball to Mr, Spring-Rice, 


Sir, Bushire, Septenber 22, 1900. 
T HAVE the honour to forward an extract from a London paper regarding the 
Mloged purchase of landed property in Bushire by the French Government. 
‘Although the property is described in a somewhat exagzerntod manner, the main 
is to bo true that the house lately occupied by the Vice-Consul of Germany 
n purchased by the French Government. Tt is rumoured here that it 
intended to open a French Catholic Mission School in Bushive, and that the house i 
question was purchased for this purpose, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL. 


Tnelosure 8 in No, 190. 
Extract from @ London Newspaper. 


IN the Paris “Figaro” of the 15th August the following curious note was 
published 
‘the Minister for Foreign Affairs has just purchased at Bushire, on the Persian 
Gulf, an extensive plot of ground, as well as a superb building, for the French 
Consulate, The huilding, which for many. years lad eon leased’ by the German 
Consut, was constructed by the Chevalier Keun de Hoogerwoerd, the former Dutch 
Sonsul at Bushire, who remained its proprietor. Various offers had heen made to him 
by the German and English Governments, but the Chevalier de Hoogerwoerd, whose 
euch sentiments werm manifested at Bangkok in 1893 during the Franco-Siamese 
difference (that is, he was the Acting Agent of France when M. Pavie took away his 
flag, and was appointed Officer of the Legion of Honour), unhesitatingly accepted 
Withous demu the offers of the French Foreign Office. In order to avoid any possible 
impeachment of our vights in the future, the Persian Grand Vizier was asked to affix 
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his seal to the title-deeds. This he did unhesitatingly, expressing his satisfaction at 
socing France settled in a house of ifs own at Bushire, as it is already at Muscat. 
MM. Henri Bryois, who was our colleague, is the incumbent of the Bushire post, and 
ie will shortly establish. there in the dependencies of the Consulate a French school 
and dispen: Th double method, as good as another, of propagating our 
influence in a’rezion where it has hitherto been nil. 





No. 151. 
India. Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 8.) 


his compliments to the Under- 
ion of Lord George Hamilton, 
of State, copy of inelosure. in 


Muscat: afi 
India Office, November 7, 1900. 


Inclosure in No. 191, 
Government of India to Liewtenant-Colonel Kembatt. 


Simla, October 15, 1900. 
tua to refer to the lettor from the Political Agent at Muscat, dated the 
1900, suggesting (a) that. British Agent should be sent temporarily 
to Sur, as a counterpotse to the presence of the French Agent, who is now in. charge of 
the coal depdt at Muscat, but will shortly proceed to Sur; aud (J) that the Sultan 
should be encouraged to issue to his subjects articles and erow lists, printed in Arabic 
‘And English, which would be indorsed by the British Consul at Museat, and, so indorsed, 
would constitute a title to thew F British Consuls in other ports in the Indian 
seas, 

In regard to the first point, it will be sufficient to instruct Captain Cox to make 
Jocal arrangements for securing an wecntate report of the proceedings of the French 
Agent at Sur. 

"The Government of India do not think it wivisuble to take any action at prosent 
in respect Cox's seoond suggestion, pending information as to the view taken 
hy the French Government of the proceedings of their subordinates at Museat and Sur, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. B. WOOD, 
Under-Secretary co Goverament of India, 


SS 
No, 152. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 9.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his cl to the Under= 


Secretary of State for Foreign Atirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilto 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 

ernment of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 18th October, regarding, 
Muscat alfairs. 


India Office, November 8, 1900. 


———————————— 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 152. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Sir, Simla, October 10, 1900. 

I AM directed to refer to your letter, dated the 30th June last, regarding the return 
of Hilal-bin-Amr to Oman. 

‘The Sultan of Muscet may be informed that no permission was given to Hlilal-bin- 
Amr to visit Oman, and that His Highness is at liberty to expel him, in which case the 
British Gove cI i is t back to Zanzibar, where Her Britannic 

’s Agent and Consul-General has expressed readiness to receive him. Should 
n-Amr consent to withdraw from Oman of his own accord and undertake rot to 
rh, it would not be necessary to tke auy further action, 

If the question of French protection arises, it will be discussed with the French 
Government, 

Thaye, &e 
(Signed) 4, B. WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 152. 
Captain Cox to Government of India, 


Muscat, September 29, 1900. 
L HAVE the honour to attach copy of a communication, dated the 29th September, 
addressed! by me to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, in connection with the 
return to Zanzibar, if expedient, of Seyyid Mi-bin-Salim and Abdul Aziz, Ruwahi, exile 
ding in Muscat, 


T have, 
(Signed) P. %. COX, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul anit Political Agent, Muscat. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 152. 
Captain Cor to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Sir, ‘Muscat, September 29, 1900. 

| HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of two individuals who reside in 
Muscat, from the reason that they have been deported in past years from Zanzibar : 

1, Seyyid Ali-bin-Salim-bin-Thweynee, the cousin of His Highness Seyyid Feisal. 

2. Abdul Aziz-bin-Ruwahi, Dragoman of the French Consul. 

In reward to Alicbin-Salim, it will be remembered that His Highness the Sultan 
requested the good oifices of this Consulate last year in obtaining permission for his return 
to Zanzibar (vide my lotter dated the 17th October, 189, to your uddress) ; but at that 
time, after @ reference to the Consul-General, you informed me in your letter of the 
Sth January last that in view of Seyyid Ali’s character and antecedents, he (Mr, Cave) 
could not recommend His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar to permit Seyyid Ali to 
return. His Highness Seyyid Feisal now repeats the request. 

"The antecedents of Abdul Aziz-bin-Ruwahi are too well known to need much 
comment, He, together with Hilal-bin-Amr, was banished from Zanzibar in 1893 during 
the reign of the lite Sultan. Permission for him to return was advocated by my 
predecessor in 1898, but, on a reference being made to him by the Consul-General, the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs decided that it was ther inexpedient to permit his 
return. "Since then two years have elapsed. It is not absolutely certain whether Abdul 
Aziz would readily return to Zanzibar, but owing to recent eveats in Muscat, I have some 
reason to think that he would go now if opportunity offered, at all events on leave, and in 
the latter case he might perhaps be prevented from returning. 

Both these persons are a source of a good deal of anxiety at times both to the 
Sultan and the Political Agent, and I am of opinion that British interests in Muscat would 
materially benefit by their translation, In the case of Alicbin-Salim, in view ol the somewhat 
inconsiderate action of the Sultan of Zanzibar in allowing Hilal-bin-Amr to return here 
recently without any previous reference to Muscat, I think His Highness the Sultan of 
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‘Mnscat has some claims to hope that His Highness Seyyid Hamood will accommodate 
him in the matter. ‘The permission for Abdul Aziz to return would recommend on 
public grounds, 

‘The question for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, however, seems to 
be as to whether, at the present juncture, these persons can do least harm in Muscat or 
Zanzibar ; and I therefore respectfully solicit the attention of the Government of India to 
the subject with a view to Her Majesty's Government being addressed, and trust that you 
will support the opinion which I have had the honour to express above as far as Muscat is 
concerned, namely, that both Muscat and British interests are liable to suffer materially 
by the presence of both one and the other, and the hope that it will be found possible to 
allow them to return to Zanzibar. If they again give trouble there it might perhaps be 
found feasible to make them reside at some other port on the African coast, where they 
‘would have no scope for political intrigue. 

‘A copy of this communication is being forwarded to the Seeretary to the Government 
of India in the Foreign Department, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "P. %, COX, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Muscat. 





No, 153. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received November 10.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a Secret 
despatch to the Government of India, dated the 9th November, regarding the arrears 
of the subsidy paid to the Sultan of Muscat, and No. 141 from the Government of 
India. 

India Office, November 9, 1900. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 153, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


My Lord, Simla, October 11, 1900, 

IN ‘our Secret despatch dated the 25th January last, we intimated 'to your 
Loniship that the question of the disposal of the arrears of tie Museat subsidy, which 
wwas withhold from the Sultan froin December 1898 till September 1899, has not been 
finally settled. 

4. Wo now have the honour to inform your Lordship that, in. consideration of the 
satisfactory attitude recently displayed by tlie Sultan, we have futhorized our Political 
‘Agent to liquidate from the arrears of the subsidy, (1) the arrears of the instalments 
duo from the Suitan in payment of the loan which was granted to him in 1897, (2) the 
balance of the loan itself; and (8) the balance of the indemnity due for losses which 
-were sustained by British subjects in the rebellion of 1895. ‘The balance of the arrears 
of subsidy, after the above deductions have beon made, will amount. to about 8,000 
rupers, and we have instructed Captain Cox to hand this over to tho Sultan, provided 
that His Highness’s loyal action has in the meantime received no check, 

8. A-copy of the corvespondence is inclosed. We trust that our proceedings will 
meet with the approval of Her Majesty's Government, 

We have, &e, 
(Signed) | CURZON. 
E. H. H. COLLEN. 
A. . TREVOR. 
©. M. RIVAZ. 
1. RALEIGH, 
E. FG, LAW. 


[The Tnelosures to the preceding letter are not printed.] 


[1635] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 153. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


My Lord, India Office, November 9, 1900. 

L_ HAVE received your Bxcelleney’s Totter, marked Secret, dated the 11th 
October Inst, reporting the proceedings of the Government of India relative to the 
disposal of the arrears of the subsidy withheld from His Highness the Sultan of 
‘Muscat between Decomber 1898 and September 1899. 

2, Your proceedings are approved, 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) ' GEORGE HAMILTON. 





No, 154. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sin, Foreign Office, November 
[LAID before the Marquess of Salisbury your Fe ans Gand One and 
7Eh natant, forwarding suggestions made hy the Brith Agent at Mussa and oat 
tions sont thereupon by the Government of India to the Political Resident at Bushire 
aw to the course to be puratied in the question of Suri dhows. 
"Tam directed by his Lordship to state, for the information of the Secretary of 
Stato for India, that he concurs in the views of the Government of India ns expressed 
in thoso instructions, e 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ” 'P. H. SANDERSON. 





No, 155, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


oo 


"| HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your Secret letter of the 1 
instant, relative to the collection of TMformation in regard to the porta and harbours a 
the Persian Gulf, 
vai amt? sie that Lord Salisbury cones in the instmuetions to the Viceroy of 

india which are suggested by Lord George Hamilton, and in the pro mmunica- 
Feria tarde Conmieiense of WeAtilny Sn peg 


Foreign Office, November 10, 1900, 


Lam, & 
(Signed) ‘P. , SANDERSON. 





No. 156, 


Consul-General Sykes to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 5.) 
ly Lord, Kerman, September 14, 1900. 

IN continuation of my No. 1 of the 8th January last, T aye ates ulonaciet ia 
reporting that the pioneer caravan to Quetta has proved to be a complete success. 

By a happy coincidence it reached the capital of British Baluchistan a few days 
petro a id of his Ex fate the Viceroy, to whom the rmunicipality presented the 
first its of the venture, in the shape of a silk carpet, while Lord Curzon a t 
‘considerable number of woollen earpets. se gig Poet asso a eee 

So large was the demand that the supply was too small, and the final accounts 
whi h have just reached me show a profit of rather more than 17 per cent, after 
defi i all expenses. 4 


fad it beon possible to send back indigo or tea, the profit would have been still 
greater. 


ial 


Tn any case, my Lord, this happy result, has immensely stimulated the merchants 
and, in November, T anticipate that a very: much larger caravan will be dispatched, 
atch will be accompanied by Agha Mahomed Hadi, who orginally responded to my 
appeal, and by at least one representative of the Parsi community. 

Before quitting this section of the subject, would ventury to express my sense of 
deop abligation to Captain Webb Ware, Political Assistant, Chagat, without whose 
ucla cocoperation the enterprise could not have been brought to this suodessful iss, 

The feat step has then been ‘taken, but much remains to be done, in. which 
connection T would nnge that a postal service be instituted to connect Kerman with the 

cl frontier, and that an Indian post-office be opened at this city. 

‘X duckie dorvice would not be costly, the distance being only 250 miles, and, from 

inception, it would carry much corres ondence, not only from Kerman to Quetta, but 
from Seistan and Eastern Per ener to Kerman, 
Te is However, to the great political and commercial advantages that we must 
ook, as if this question, tog ther with that of the appoiutinent of « British Agent for 
pees Traluchiatan be solved in accordance with my request, the impetus given would 
Pein lable, and I therefore would venture to hope thab the Government of India 
pe cupply the necessary funds, and thereby bridge over the gap separating the Indian 
and Persian postal systems. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) P, MOLESWORTH SKYE 





No, 157. 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received November 12.) 


(No 379, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 3 

Ly Ln TH reference to my despatch No. 362 of the 19th October, T have the honour 
to state that the German Ambussador is again pressing the Ottoman Government to 
recognize the right of Germany to establish a coal depot on Kumh Island in the: 
Red Sea. 

The Minister of Forcign Affairs assures me, however, thav no agreement has been 
arrived at; ‘The Sultan, T understand, is still endeavouring to compel the Germans to 
thay coal deposited on the island for that purpose by the Ottoman Ministry of Marine. 

have, Ke, 
(Signed) | M. DE BUNSEN. 





No. 158, 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 14, 1900. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 6th February last, Tam divested by the 
Marquess of Lansdowne to inform you that the Euphrates and Tigris Sten, Navigation 
Gonbang, in a letter to this Office of the 2nd March lost, represented the insuficleney 
se epe yisidy of 1,001 granted to them for the presont calendar year for. the 
creamer service on tie Karun, and renewed the request made in their letter of the 
Shad September, 1899, which was communicated to you. on tho 29th December, for 
Hixed sulsvention of 2,000, a-year for a further period of five years, 

Ted Salsbury referred the letter to the Secretary of State for India, for his 
Lordship’ observations, and a letter hs, now been eeeived fivmn the Tudia Office on 
tie eatject calling attention to the opinion of the Royal Commission on, Indian 
Eapanditure that the eost of the subsidies to the services on the Euphrates and Tris, 
Esponeithe Karun, should be divided between the Government of India and the 
Tmperial Government, the Bussorah-Bagdad service being assisted. by the former, and 
Tae Rearan service by the Tntter, and stuting that no further conteibution towards the 
Karan subsidy can be made from Indian funds, Copies of the correspondence, are 
inclosed herewith.* 

“Crier the paymont of the grant of 5001, for the latter half of this eatendar yenry of 


# See Part If, No, 100%; to India Office, Marek 7 (no: printed); and ante, No. Me 
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which, as I informed you in my letter of the Ist February, the India Office have agreed 
to contribute a moicty, the Karun subsidy will accordingly become a matter for the 
consideration of the Imperial Government alone. 

Lord Lansdowne has given the matter careful consideration, and is not prepared 
to recommend to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury the application of the 

juphrates and Tigris Company: for a subvention of 2,000, for » further period of 
five years, 

‘In my letter of the 29th December, 1899, Einclosed a Statement of the financial 
results of the Karan serviee to the middle of 1899, which showed a steady decrease in 
the annual deficits. 

It, is true that the deficit for the second half of 1899 was 1,600/,, as against 
8851. 14s. 7d. for tho sume period in 1898; but the deficit for the first half of the 
present year amounted to only while the deficit for the first half of last year was 
1,271, 19s,, and there appears to bin reasonable prospect that the deficits may at no 

ant date entirely disappear, 

Lord Lansdowne would, however, deprecate the immediate withdrawal of assis- 
tance from public funds, as the abandonment of the undertaking by the Company 
would, at this moment, have a very prejudicial etfect. 

‘Hlis Lordship considers that the requirements of the ease would best be met: by 
continuing the present subsidy of « sum not exceeding 1,000, for a further year, 

Tam to point out that. the Board of ‘Treasury had already, in their létter of the 
2nd January Inst, outhorized a contribution not exceeding 500L towards the expenses 
of the Karun service for the year 1901, The condition was, however, attached that a 
Tike sum should be contributed by the Government of India, 

Lord Lanadowne hoes that the Lowy Commissioners will sanetion the payment 
to the Euphrates and Tigris Stew Navigation Company of a sum not exceeding 
1,0001, towards any deficit which may oppear during the calendar year 1901 on the 
working of tho Kurun sorviee, 

Lam, & 
(Signed) H. SANDERSON, 





No. 159. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office. —(Received November 15.) 


THE Under-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Forvign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter dated the 25th October, regarding 
M. Goguyer. 


India Office, November 14, 1900, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 159, 


; Captain Cor to Government of India. 

(Confidential,) 

Sin, : Muscat, October 4, 1900. 
IN continuation of my letter dated the 2nd Tuly, T have the honour to forward a 

further Memorandum regarding M. Gognyer. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 159. 


Memorandum regarding the doings of M- Goguyer in Muscat (in continuation of 
Memorandum dated the Ind June, 1900). 


__ SINCE the above date, Gognyer has not beon much in evidence. ‘There can he 
little doubt, however, that the suggestions and opinions expressed in the Report of the 
French Vico-Consul at Muscat, recently furnished to his Government (vide lotter of 
6th July last), really emanated from Goguyer, and it explains many of his proceedings 
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since he appeared-i Te has recently been sending sample cartridge cases to 
French firms in Paris, and is still busy with his pen, sending a news-letter to the 
“Dépéche Coloniale” regularly every mail. 

Tn these letters he discusses ‘the most trivial incidents passing in Muscat, 
embellishing them with ingenious inventions and perversions of fact, and wherever 
possible vilifying the British Consul, and latterly the Sultan also. It is unnecessa 
to enter into detail regarding his ordinary letters, but occasionally the scope of his 
articles extends to general politics, and a reeent specimen of the’ latter character is 
attached for information. 

Tt isnot known what reputation “Ta Déptche Coloniale ” possesses among Hrench 
daily papers, or whether or not it is widely read; but the fact remains that the journal 
prints everything Goguyer sends, and, inoreover, marked prominence is given to his 
contributions. It would scem, therefore, that his v are a feature of an 
organized and persevering endeavour to cdueate the opinions of a certain seetion 
Of the French public in a mannet favourable to the aims of the class which 
M. Goguyer repre ith the ultimate object of directing the poliey of M, Deleas 
(sho finds no fayour with the “ Dépéche”) and his Goyerament in a similar channel, 
in connection with Gulf 

Tt is reported that he is shorily about to visit Sur with, or on behalf of, 
M. Ottavi, 

(Signed) P. % COX, Captain, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political gent, Museat, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 159. 


Extract from the “ Dépéche Coloniale” of September 7, 1900. 


Bulletin. 


DEPUIS plusiouts mois, plus d’une année mémo, lo port de Mascate n'est: jamais 
abandonné par la flotte Britannique. Tout le tomps tn navire de guerre au moins, le 
Pins aurent deux et aes souvent ros, simples eanonnires como lo “ Redbreast,” 

“Pigeon,” Ie “Sphinx,” ‘ou do plus grands navies comme ta 


Melpomemte,” on le “Cossack,” y séjournent, aux ondves du Cousul Britannique, 
alors que le elief de celui-ci, le Consul-Général de Bouehire, n'a que le vioux batea 


A roues * Lawrence 
Cot appareil militaire, i Yorigine, frappa heatcoup les esprits, Pais on shabitun 
ces visiteurs sileucieux et inactifs, done ioffensifs, qui font la navette entre In 
ct les stations les plus voisines du télégraphe sous-marin, Djaske et Gwader, 
Sabstiennent de tout acte en opposition avec Vindépendaneo du royaume. 
par provi, ot Ge sort qu lot navirs de gucre Anglais, 
ia Mer @’Oman ct du Golfe Persique, ont aujourd'hui les 
ples qu’autiefois dans le sud de ta Perse, oi Pinfluence 
on ne les regoit plus en matte 
nt de leu ior les Ie 


des seigneurs de V'Inde. 

‘Au fond, nous sommes parfaitement convainen que Ia foree nayale entretenue i 
Mascate a un objet trés réel. Ce n'est. pas sans quelque géne, au cours de toute cette 
campagne de l'Afrique Australe, que les Anglais ont pu immobi 
deux ou trois navires dans un port Gtranger. Et In wéne est bien marquée par lo 
‘qu’au printemps, comme Vescadre des Indes Orientales était trop occupée ailleurs, on 
fit venir d'Angleterre Ie Cossack,” qui, partant d’ane mer tempérde on Mai, arriva 
4 Mascate pendant le mois le plus chaud et paya un loud tribut A ce climat, to plus 
insupportable qui existe pour des Européens, surtout, dite aus d'Europe. 
Le Fines of India” du 80 Juin signalait défi trois déees et I 
du Commandant. Celui-ci, parait-il, a fini par se tire UX AULTES: 
sees eat produits, et, Je a Aotit demier, deux malades désespérés ont 6 

[1635] ie 
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aba ee Joop onal pone asic Ce Fae mn pete devs homes 
sur une troupe de 150, de deux mois  peine, et les 
ours aises ne nous ont pas habitués & les yoir braver ¢ 
pour Part 
Yon rapproche ee fait des intrigues dont la “Dépéche Coloniale” a divulgué 
est bien tenté de voir Ih um indiee de dispositions menagantes & 
Vindépendance du Sultanat q’Oman, Le Cousul Britannique, en jouant 
te de Zanzibar qu'il paye ou suspend & son gré, s'est asservi le Sultan; on 
rodoute, d'un jour & Vautie, que le malheureux Prince ns edde sa dovane, par un 
long bail, contre un pi s—Parrémage de Ja wente—de quoi éteinire des 
deltes eriardes qui le a rent. Co s coup de canif dans le 
Const. Anele-Wrancals-lp 1803, on seulement Te second, putiuo les Ties Kouria 
Mouria ont bien é4é cédées a 1 retagne en dépit de co Traité, Notre 
Aiplomatic ne saurait ble trop vigilante & cet égard, trop prompte A protester contre 
toute contravention aus engagements, Car, suivant que nous montrerons de 
Virrésolution ou de la fermeté & la nouvelle d'une violation du ‘Traits, le Consul 
swurw produire un effort proportionnel, annexer tout simplement, ow faire naitre un 
cident, comme une révolto des tribus de Vintérieur ancnagant 1a enpitale; et, peut= 
étre ave Vassentiment du Sultan, peut-etre méme A sa demuinde, une garnison 
Anglaise déharquer 

Ceux-li seuls nous qualifieront de pessimiste qui ne savent pas dans quelles 
conditions Tord Curzon a été promu & In View-Royanté de Pinde. Nous leur 
rappelons, que In suite de In publication d'un livre, 

qui constitue Ie programme Ie plus avaneé, le plus emage, de Pimpériatisme 
Anglo Asiatique. 

On y lit, Vol, LL, p.M3: “En vérite il est soutenable de regarder 'Oman comme 
une dépendanice Britinnique. Nous en subventionnons le 8: 1 dictons 
a politique; nous ne suurions foléver ancine intervention « doute pen 
mgieméme qu'un jour le temps viendia oll, comme ces petits indi 
stéerouleront devant le progris dune civilisation amie, une possession 
1 serreprise, ct of Yon versa l'Union Jack flotter sur les ehiteaux de Mi 





No. 160, 
India Office to Foreign Office ~(Received November 15.) 


Sir, India Office, November 14, 1900. 

LAM directod hy the Secretary of State for Indin to inclose a eopy of a telegram, 
dated the rd instant, received fram the Viceroy of India on the subject of Museat, 
alfaits. 

Tam to ‘uquire whether the Marquess of Lansdowne sees any objection to the 
Sultan being informed that Her Majesty's Gover ott . 
Of discussing with the French Goyermment the question of giving fags to the subjects 
of the Sultan of Muscat, 

Tam, & 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 160, 
Government of India to Lord George Hamilton. 


(Holegraphie.) Noxember ’, 1900. 
YOUR telegram of 232d October, Museat, has been communicated to Cox, who 
represents that it would be relief and encouragement to Sultan if le could be assured: 


that Her Maje nent intend to discuss with French Government the flag 
question, Is this now possible? 





No, 161. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received November 7.) 


(Confidential.) 
Admivalty, November 16, 1900. 
to your letter of the 15th ultimo relative to affairs at Koweit, 
ords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the 
of State for Foreign Afaits, deoyphier of a telegram dated 
the 16th instant, ftom the Scaor Naval Officer at Port Suid relative to the departure 
of the French store-ship " [ for France, 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) BVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnclosure in No. 161. 


Senior Nuval Officer, Port Said, to Admiralty. 


(Telegraphic.) “ Dryad,? at Port Said, November 16, 1900. 
FRENCH store-ship “ Drome" leaves 18th November for Suda and Toulon, 





No, 162, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 17.) 


THE Under-Se {1 State for India presents his eoinpl 
Secrotary of State for Fi i db ft Lo 
forwanls herewith, for the inlormation of r 
Government of Indin Fore ary’s letter, dated the 
Sultan of Muscat’s subsidy. 


India Office, November 16, 1900. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 162. 
Captain Coz to Government of India 


. Muscat, October 12, 1900, 
WITH reference to your telegram datod the 12th September last, E have the 
nt to submit lerewith copy of a letter dated the 9h Cotober last, which I have 

auldressed to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf regarding the payment of the 

withheld Muscat subsidy. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) Y. %, COX, Captain, 
Hee Britannie Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Muscat, 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 162. 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


‘Sir, Muscat, October 9, 1900. 
IN acknowledging receipt of the telogram dated the 12th September from the 
Government of India (received with your indorsement of the 17th idem) intinating its 
decision ie final disposal of the withheld Museat subsidy, 1 have the honour to 
report the action since taken om it. ae 
Before informing the Sultan and sottling accounts with him, it was necessary. for 
me to ascertain from the Comptroller of Indian Treasuries the exaet ammount, prinetpal 
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and intovest, due by His Highness on the Toan account. Meanwhile, a further insta:- 
ment of 2,000 rupees had heen dedueted from the subsidy paid to him on the 
rd September. 

The account therefore stood as follows : 


1. Due on necount of Team p 
SOs ne 7 oa 
2, Due on aeeount of inilemnity’ to British subjects, with iniere 
the Oth Bebrusry, 1898 ee we e 
Balance payabletaSelan Sp Geese 


Mowe eel 73,000, 


the loan aud indemnity aevounts, 
for facility of 
100 rupees), 


ppreelative of it, 
that he is now free frou fi Gesired me to express his thanks to 
Government. 
Thavo, & 
) P. % COX, Captain, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Muscat. 





No, 168. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received November 19.) 


THE Under-Seoreti Tndia presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary. of State for Foreign Atairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamiltor 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of Seistan Diary, 
No, 13, dated the Ist to 16th Septemb 

‘A copy has been sent to the Intelligence Branch, War Of 


Inlia. Office, November 17, 1900. 


Inclosure in No, 163 
Diury No. (3 of Major . Chenevis-Treneh, from September \ to 18, 1900. 


Septenber 2, —Ln conversation with Mr. Miller, he asked me whether, if he wrote 
me att oficial letter to forward to the Govermuent of India, asking for the trade 
tatistios of the Nushki route, he would receive any teply, T told him T was afraid bis 
Toster would not yet beyor te-paper basket, and that personally 1 was not in a. 
position to afford him jouit the trade by the Nusbki route, _ He seems 
Mery wuxious to obtain the tizures, aud avked me another time whether, if he wrote 
dirvet to the Chamber of Commerce at Caywnpore, they would tell him. Tsaid that, in 
the first place, the Chamber of Ci ,_if they kaiew, would not jnform him, and, 
seconilly, that they were not in the least likely to know the statistics of the Nushki 
trade, Mr, Miller i on the best terms with ine, and quite understood the futility of 
his tr istics in that way, 


September 5, —Wroww a letter tothe Imper ist 8 u 
acsample of the wool obtainable here, and quoting to s 
export in Quetta, viz., about 4 rupees pet Indian maund. also informed him that 1 had 
received a letter from Messrs. Fores and Co,, Kurrachve, asking me what prospect 
there was for Khorassan wool finding its way (0 Kurraches by the Seistan route, ax 
there was a great deimand there for this wool, which latterly he said had found 
northwards to Russia instead of southwards to India 


— 
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of the bank appeared to think that there would be no exports 
stan for the employment of accumulated money here in the evant of the bank 
1 a branch, I was glad to give him these figures 

‘The prospects for the export of wool from Seistan and of the higher quality of 
wool from Birjand to Kurrachee by this route are very good indeed, and 1 hope to 
induce many merchants to trade in this commodity. Seth Suleiman here, of the 
finn of Mi Ji Brothers, sent a trial order to the Cockburn Agency, Srinagar, 
for Cashmere art-ware, especially silver and papier-maché work which he believes would 
sell well kere ond in Birjond, “Owing to the general decay of all Persian art-work, 
there may be some opening for the Cashmere trade. ‘The experiment would be 


‘one. withio 
5 Some of the Persian community now constitute 
themselves zuardians of the peace op order with thensnal Persian stick. It is the 
only general gathering which occurs nd would. be mn discontinued. 
Mr. Miller informed me that he rented the honse whieh he ocot 
avyear (about 500 rupees), and that he had alrendy spent 1,200 raps 
which he had made to the house, 
He is now building « larze double-stor we surrounded by a high wall for the 
nition of his Mirza, and his fasuily, whieh -vill cost him about $00 rapees more, 
‘Although Mr. Miller will have spent as much money on his buildings as we have 
dono, the effect. is nothing compared to our scattered mid huts on an open site; the 
regularity of our buildings gives the idea of a small eautonn 


September 8.— Received a visit from the agent of a I ind merchant, who 
said that the merchants of Bijand were anxious to give up the Bunder Abbas route in 
favour of the Seistan route, provided they were certain of transport, and of the 
of tie road, As ther are thousands of camels to be had in Soistan there was 
no difficulty on that: point; as regards the security, | was able to satisfy the ax 
‘After giving him w list of the articles of import which the Birjand merohunts traded i 
the agent was anxious to. know the exact cost, of these articles londed by train 
As L was un: him this 1 wrote to tho Bombay 
Chambers sand. invit tho imports require 
ions at Quetta, In writing for these T asked that move details 
ch simple than is usally sciven, requesting that the information might 
be written in Persian us well as English, suggested that each separate sample sent 
should be labelled, with the information written on the libel aud that, amoug other 
forination, the n st the quotation should bw given, so that 
ay know exuetly where he can buy the 


nided tn Quetta 
method. of givin forint 
trade the r Agency, and Lam in hopes of eel 
ambers of C ‘and extended to England. 
wil that the Birjand merchants were 
yee to the Buuder Abbas route, ut 


on Tnbel sittached to a sunple is well 


the question af eo» 
A. letter has hee 
merchant, telling hi 


all goods handed at Quota, 
Bixjaud ordering hin to prompt the 
ew road, Lami very Tiopeful about 
awkat-al-Mulls, who his ordered soe 
cauels t0 Quetta lor them, sud 


y building that is erected 
Aud in this eonneetion 1 hope erat will shortly be erected at 

Quetta, in charge of'an Akeakal (vs in Ce ‘i forwarding agent 
ty Persian merebants ordering diveet fu 

‘Tie general question Tam asked by all traders and by 
Hiashmut-ul-Mulk included, is when willl there be a railway 
seen prophecies an enormons trade, if only there was a ta 

[le 


vials, the Amir 
trader I have 





plember 9.—Tho road hetsreen nil is not altogether free from the 
robbery, ‘The Russian post some kc was attacked, and since then I 

that my postmen and t ian postmen should travel together for 

f te ae id ae that Mr. Mi the habit of sending 
lane sums of money by the post, and this was causing the tex ion to the robbers. 1] 
poke to Mr, Miller about this, and he agreed to discontinue sen ore 


Claunbier of Commerce ski similarly labelled. 

Tiave also sent infirm Association at Tichoot, 
aml liye asked the Meeruv soap works to tr introduce their eandies into Persia 
ihvongh this route, T hope thatsome of the jations and firms will respond to my 
appeal, and that they will be able to send me samples labelled ns [have asked. 


September 11 Munshi Ahmed Din visited the Surhang. From the conversation 
‘wilh him itis evidont Chat Scistan is preparing to divide itself into two parties, the one: 
apponting the Surhang Mahomed Raza Khan and thy other the Sartip Mir Mansam 
Khun, There would he no tiv between these two brothers if it were not for the 

ot thut t Siurtip, if he comes into power in Seistan, will av once recall the Baluch: 

andar, Syed Kn his uncle, and his r means that some of the Khatkbudas aud 
Sardar Provait 1) Sarband! will be called on to give up land, of which they have 
held possession si the departure of Sardar Syed Khan. "the Auniv Hashmat-ul-Mulk 
is quite strong ¢ sh to hold the bulauce between these two parties, aud as long as. 
hhe'ts hery there ty no cha wvelopnient, bs 

Tt was, reported te nssaicks lave been posted at Khaf between Meshed 
and Seistan, 


Seplember 12, —Owing to the pressure being brought to the Ami 
Haskmatil Mls by tho erniamstos ora Mesto ho. ws yale ty the 


Kuwuthudas t serew on to the 


ig some discontent. 

ported to me that eleven earay ‘nlrewdy. passed Robat, for Meshed 
consiatel of over Gy camels, and Tan. told that it is in 

excess of the total number: off caravans whi Tobat for Meshed during the 
wholo of last year's trading season. z 


Septeaiber V3. Th nt word to say that he would Tike 
fu poy oa visite As it was the gyinkhuna day, and the Sactip had fixed the hour of 
hiv visit atthe very time of the sports, L sent word to inform him that Mr, Miller 
viys attonded on these ooausions, and that possibly as he and the Russian Consul 
ad Visits lw might not like to meet un Sartip accordingly. 

postponed his visit, 

No exchinge of visits hawas yet taken plice between Mr, Miller and the Sartip. 

~ Miller awaits orders from Tehtan on the mattoe. 

Inmy diy No. 9 of the aud July, 1 mentioned that Mr, Millor hud suggested 
that Sell) Soleinan should xell some Thissian goods for him which he would undertake 
to procure from Moscow. — Mt, Milk ON 
limitation cloth made in eotton, an article nue 
within the sudius of Russian trade, ‘These samples iv shi 
qunoted to hint the prives whieh he vould land the cloth in Ssistan, 

Hronuht the samples to nue aud sa priees givon him by Mr. 

cheap, so cheap that at tl could easily sell the goods at a profit in India, 
father stispect thove is bounty’ wiven for this cloth from Seiston, and Seth Suleiman 
accordingly, al my advieo, said Ne must soud the samples to his firm at Q\ Hefire 

ld ante ‘he saniples have boon sent to the thst assistant to the Agont to 

jantl T hive i i ssuch, that ab 
referred to the 


to find a market for Russian goods in 

the Quetta market, in com- 

haps with that systera of bounties and 

t ts and forees her goods where sho 
equite political influence, some sales might occur 


September 14.—Wroie a lotter to the Associated Chiuber of Commerce, London 
(copy of which has been forwarded for the infor F the Governinent of Tudin), 
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pointing out to them the advantazes Persia offers for the import of English manu 
Faetured goods and the facilities which now exist by the Seistan route for putting 
Enulish-made articles on to the markets of North-Eastern Persia. . [ have applied to 
samples labelled as T have already explaines 1 may be kept in a show- 
1 from which Persian merchan able’ to order direct: from 
agents in Bombay or Kurrackee, and through them to the ma 

Heated that the samples be sent, not to me direct, but to the agents who will fi 

myuired information, and he to the Persian trader the actual firm providing the 


Tattach a copy of the form of label which Thave asked for. 
Hospital Vinilain Jelani, who has temporarily relieved hospitel-assistint 
Ti, arrived from Birjand. 
have hosfital-assistant Ghulam Jelani here, From his intimate 
and acquaintance with the Amir Shawkat-ul-mulk, T have been 
tench with Birjand and people there. This i 
season, Wh we starting on their journeys to fete the imports, oud T am 
Endeavouring to influence merchants to adopt the Seistan route in preferenes to other 
routes, 

Tam very glad to learn from lospital-assistant: Ghulam Jelant in ywhat, high f 
British interests are in Birjand, and how friendly in every way the Shawkat-ul-Mulk 
hes been to him and to any British subject passing through Birjund, 1 attribute this 
langely to Dr. Ghulam Jelani’s medigal skill and tact. He is undoubtedly a, vury 
painstaking and well-educated man. He to have effected some very wonderful 
vies, avis on occasions called in the use of mesmerism, which has added considerably 
to hiis reputation, 

ned) G. CHENEVIX-TRENCH, Major. 
‘Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, Seistan. 





No. 164, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 20.) 


THE Under-Secretary of 8 India feta his compliments to the Under 


Seortary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Georgo Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the ry of State, copy: of inelost 
Carcrument of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the tst November, regarding. 
piatical outrages on the Atabian coast of the Persian Gulf, 

India Office, November 19, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 164, 


Exlract from the Diary of thr Political Residency in the Persian Gulf for the week ending 
the Oth September, 1900, 


11. Bushire, Seplember Gu—The Political Assistant, Balirein, reports a. case of piracy 
on the 17th August-on a Bahroin: boat by certain inhabitants of Darain at Khora Pearl 
Bank, a few miles of Ras ‘Tanta, near Katif, One of tho oceupants of the boa 
petty peat! tinder, threw himself overboard when th ed, and. his corpse 
vas picked up off Thanama (Babein) on the 21st, Aigust, ‘he Toss 3s put down to 

DL rupees, which eosists principally of cash belonging to the passenger who throw 
Diloself evorboard, and his companion, who are debtors of British Indian subjects. 

Te fe said that the Katmakam of Katif, on hearing of thy outrage, sent, some horse 
wen to Darain to arrest the pirates and seize their boats. The Chief of Darain, how— 
tree, told the horsemen that the report was false, so they left the place, and asked for 
further onde 

“The Political Assistant has sinee represented the matter to the Katmakam, and a 
representation is being made by the Residency to Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, 
Bussorab. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 164. 


Erlract from the Diary of the Political Residency in the Persian Gulf for the week endiny 
the \7th September, 1900, 


16, Bakrein, September 9—A party of robbers, said to be Beni H 

the Ind September « boat at sea about 7 miles 

and property valued at 782 rupees, Another atta de on the saine day by 
men belonging to the same tribe on some Arabs residing on Um Nassan Island, about 
2 miles west of Bubrein, ‘The Assistant Political Awent has represented the matter to 
the Turkish Deputy Governor at Kutif, 


Tuclosure 8 in No, 164 


Lieutenont-Colonel Kemball to the Government of Tuttia, 


Bushire, September 10, 1900. 
_T HAVE the honour to forward copy of « letter addressed to me by Mr, G 
Assistant Political Agent at Babioin, reporting the ocourrence of a piracy in tho vicinity 
of El-Katn, é 

T have not considered it necessary to forward the statement of the man on whom 
the piracy was committed. 


Tuclosure 4 in No, 164. 
Mr. Gaskin to Lieutenant-Colonel Kembuall, 


. Bahrein, August 27, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of 
to me by Ahmed-bin-Muhammad-bin-Haji Ibrahim, « Balrein subject, regarding a 
piracy coinmitted by xome Bedouins in the disguise of pearl-divers, ut Graimia Pearl 
Bink, about 6 miles north of Ras Rakan, the mest northern point in the Kate Penin- 
sular [sie] on the 18th August, 

It isnot known to what tribe these 
ranted that they axe from « 
who perpetrated last year's 

Thive written to Sheikh Alnied of Kate on the subj the hope that he will 
take some steps towards recovering the stolen property, which is valued at rupees 315 : 8, 
T have, lowover, no confidence iu the results of lis efforts, and he is sure te 
intesponsibility, and state that it Concerns the ‘Parks. 
__-Alimed-binMubamiad was service of Messe. Gray, Paul, and Co, at the 
time when he was attacked, having been sent to purchase shells on wccount of the firm, 
who liye also reported the event to me 


it may be taken for 
‘and probably’ the same persons 


declare his 


Tnetosuire 9 in No. 164. 


Lieatenant-Colonel Keniball to the Government of India, 


Bushire, September 10, 1900. 
T HAVE the honouw ti invite reference to the eorrespondeneo ending with m 
predecessor's letter, dated the od December, 1899, regard ies. com 
mitted by Arabs « la ng ou the El-Katr Pe 

2. As was only to Le expected, Slieikly Abmed-bin-Thani has taken uo steps to 
Yecover the remainder of the phindered property, ter recently addressed to 
him by mo he has sent n very unsatistictory reply, disclaiming his resporisibili 
pes that El-Kate is governed by tho Turks, and, fireher, that the Beni Ha 
wandering tribe, who cannot be eontrolled by hin 

3, Lam submitting a separate Report 


B 181 


occurred off the El-Katr Peninsula, Our position with regard to these pirdcies is not 
satisfactory. ‘The Turkish control of Katr is not admitted by us, and we consequently 
look: to the local Sheikhs to prevent their subjects from committing. piracies, and for 
redress if piracies are committed. 

4. Mr, Gaskin, who has also cominunicated with Sheikh Ahmed without any 
satisfactory result, suggests various methods for obtaining reparation for the 
which have been committed. He proposes that the property in Bahrein belonging to 
Sbsbi( Ahmed aan Shale wiSnedn choca be ‘tected aod ho'suaconte os altarauive 
measures, (1) That hostages from the tribe to which’ the pirates belonged should be 
seized and kept until reparation is made; or (2) That the boats belonging to the town 

tes procured their the expeditions should he destroyed. 

This last alternative, althorgh it, would not secure compensation fo 
would have the salutary effect of raking the villagers guard their boats, and not allow 
them to be used for piratiea! purpose 

5, The first proposal might be feasible, and would be permissible, if it was proved 
that Abmed- i has the power of exerting any veal control over the Katr 
Peni The second proposal could not, I think, be eareivd out; it would not now, 
in my opinion, be possible to ascertain with certainty who the pirates wore, ‘The last 
roposal might. he possible, but. it will be necessary firs to make further inqui 
These 1 propose novr to institute, aud Twill, in due cours, submit ‘a. further oport, 
which definite recommendations will be made for the consideration of Government, 


Inclosure 6 in No. 164. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kembail to the Government of India. 


Bushire, October 1, 1900. 

IT HAVE the honour to invite a reference to the entries in the diaries of this 
Political Residency for the weeks ending 10th aud 17th September, respectively, 
regarding certain pizatical outrages committed in the neighbourhood of Katif 

These uceurrences were duly reported by me to Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at 
Bussorah, whose reply 1 have now the honour to forward for the information of the 
Government of India. 

Thave also the honour to forward copy of a Jettor fiom the Politie Resident. in 
Torkish Arabia to my adilress, inelosing copy: of a Confidential despatch, dated the 
17th July, 1900, from Hex Majesty's Ambassidor at Constintinople, to the address of 

y's Consul at Bussorub, on the subject of a piratical attack made in, August 
1899 o11 a Babrein vessel, which was reported to. you by my predecessor in his letter 
th October, 1899 


Tuclosure 7 in No, 164. 
Mr, Shipley to Liewenant-Colonet Kemball. 


(Confidential, Bussorah, September 20, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches, with inclosures, 
of the 10th and 17th September respectively, on the subject of the acts of piracies and 
outrages recently committed by Turkish subjects on Babrein boats near Katif, aud on 
the inhabitants of the island of Um Nussau, near Balirein, and to inform you, in reply, 
that, in view of the fact tliat all previous representations made by this Consulate to the 
Bussorah authorities with a view of obtaining redress for these piracies havo invariably 
had, as the only result, the reply that the Babreinese being Turkish subjects, the right 
of Her Majesty's Consulate to interfere cannot be admitted, I propose to apply to Her 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople for instructions, previous to making any 
further attempt to induce the local authorities to move in the matter here. 


(1635) 3A 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 164. 
Major Melvill to Lieutenant-Colonet Kembalt. 


(Confidential) Baydad, September 1, 1900. 

IN continuation of the correspondence ending with my letter dated the 29th March, 
1000, have the hononr to inclose a copy of a despatch, dated the 17th July, 1900, from 
Hor Majeaty’s Ambassidorat Constantinople to Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, on the 
subject of a piratical attack made in August 1899 on & Bahrein vessel by persons 
Delieved to be Turkish subjects. 


Inclosure 9 in No, 16 
Sir N. O'Conor to Mr. Shipley. 


Constantinople, July 17, 1900. 
ad having furnished re with w 
h your despatch of the 19th March 
{ last on» Babrein vessel by persons 


ontrages in the future 
Hist paragraph of the lett 1 Re 
Molvill of the 10Uh October last, T deemed it inexpe 
the Porte in 1 inatter involving the question of the status of 

Tov loan tom the Marquess of Salisbury that Mr. Wratistivy, on being c 
in London on the subject, has suggested that, in order to convey the 
will sulliga that your should intimate to your staff that the British autho 
Tho matter into thelr own hands; should piratical attaoks similar to that now ander 
sidoration eeu agai 

‘A warning given in this manner would not lead to the mising of the question of the 
subyirah Bate, anil Tor Stajayy's Goveraient: ave coneured in: Me: Waatslaws 
suygestion. 2 

Tram accordingly: to instruct you to let it. be known 
sta(l that, in ease ot’any repetition of such ont 
thomsolves to take measures fi 
redriss is apparently obtainable from the Ottoman 

You sliould forward a copy of this despatch to Ba 


of your 
irs have decided. 


Tuolosure 10 in No. 164. 
Liewlenant-Colonel Kenball to Government of India, 


TNS aco ators te Choad canal tne arene 
N continuation of my lettor, dated the 1st instant, T tave the houour to report 
thi the Amintan Poltiea!'Agont at Babel lia reported fom that on the Gt tee 
tember las, « piratical outrage took place off Ojair, on a Babreins boat, in which one of 
the orew and a passenger wore wounded and a considerable anoint of property 
Velonging principally to ouarchants of Al-Hlassa, who have made stioag represen- 
tations to lis Excellency Saced Pasha, the Mutasarif of Al-Hassa, and have threatened 
to give up sending their gools vid Ojed 
oki ure report tat hs Bead hat Sued Pasha took 
lied «squadron of eavaley and some irregular troops to pu 
AL-Muhi nna tis to whic it hudieced that the robbecs lnlongads Tea fi 
rumoured that the triby lias been dispersed, aud their camels seized ive of thei 
Sheiklis taken to Al-Hassa, : pete a ae 
Tam forwarding Mr, Guskin's Report to F 
2, With relbrence to the general question of ‘tess p 


observe that the Chief of Babrem, where F atrages, I would 


rein boats and subjects are concerned, 
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Jooks tous for redress and protection, which, considering our relations with Babrein, 
we are, T think, bound to.afford him. ‘Tt would appear from Mx, Gaskin’s Reports to 
the that the Turkish authorities have exerted themselves to punish the perpetrators of 
The ontrices, and I trost that this will turn out to be the case, and that some compe 

on will be obtained for the injured parties. A further Report will be made to Her 
Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, when the extent of the action of the Turkish authorities 
is more definitely ascertained. 





No, 165. 


Koreiqn Office to India Office. 


(Confidential.) 
K 


ir, Foreign Office, November 28, 1900. 
L HAVE laid before the ess of Lansdowne your letter of the 11th instant, 
inclosing from the Vi he subject of the flag question at 
Museat, : 3 mn to the Sultan being informed 
cussing the 


Tai 
Lord Lansdowne 
investigate the titles of the 
any existing abuses, and 
of prote tld be 
Tord Lausiowne will take convenient opportuni 
Aimbassador in the above senso, and of urging that the 
nduly delayed, but, he does not consider that the 
the part of Her Majesty's Government to take part i the favestigation itself. 
am, &e, 
‘h, 11, SANDERSON. 





No, 166. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marguese of Salisbury. —(Reccived November 26,) 


No, 35. Comittercial.) 
My Lord, ‘Teliran, October 17, 1900. 
WITH reference to my des Yo, 33, Commereial, of the 19th ultimo, E have te 
express. my regret that not havi eived the necessary information from 
St. Petersburgh, Lam unable to son 1 1 roport on th subject of « possible 
modification of the Customs clause in the Treaty of Tureomanchai, 
Mr Churchill is engaged in collecting statistics and general information at Resht, 
Tt he has found it-diffealt to obtain the requited details from the Customs authorities, 
From information which lias reached me from varions quarters, it appears that the 
trade of Great Britain and Russia in eotton goods is not such as to. make « distinction 
fer Customs purposes, lased on dissimilarity of imports, an, exsy matter ; and as the 
Customs, offieers are’ not numerous, nor, with the exception of the few Huropenns 
employed, highly trained, it would be extremely icult to onforce a highly difforentiated 
tariff requiring the appreciation of skilled experts, ¥ 
‘There is, however, the danger that the “‘ralidari” may be imposed in proportion to 
the distance traversed, which would seriously cripple our trade with Teliran and the 
aie tran also that transit trade may. be forbidden, or sihject, to high duties which 
‘would seriously affect Indian trade with Afghanistan. 
‘Phere would, however, be a goog diplomatic ground for a protest in both ea 
the legality of the * rahdari” is doubtful, and, with the exception of Russia, all ci 
nations grant facilities for the transit of foreign goods: hee 
With regard toa high duty on the export of opiu i ps. indirectly 
benefit the Indian product, and for this reason may have, ing advantages. 
‘A duty on the export of wheat would no doubt + shants, but, on 
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the other band, it is alwaysan argument ty be urged with the » Government, in 
order to induce them to remove the prohibition of the export which they are alway 
reaily to impose, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIC 





No, 167. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Muryuess of Salishury.—(Receired November 26.) 


(No. 105.) 
‘My Lord, Toliran, October 17, 1900. 

I HAYE the honour to acknowledge the letter of the Imperial Bank of Persia to the 
Roreisn Oflce, dated the 25th July list, copy of which was transmitted in the Confidential 
Print, relative to the construction of x toad! for wheeled traffic trom. Ahwaz to. Tehran, 
(Please sew Sir M. Darand’s despatch Now tof the 20th Janvary, 15965 Mr. Hardinge, 
No. 43, of the 15th March, 1895, and Sir \I. Durand, No. 5, of the 18th January, 1900.) 

Teg to submit the following observations on Sir J, Gordon's Memorandun 

‘The experience of the Russian road from Kasvin to Resht shows that 
even where a Ine traffic is certain and where protection ix secured, is not a payil 
concert; { hear on good authority that the road has lost. 39,000 roubles on the workin 
expenses from January to October of the present year. ‘Che road cost upwards 
8,100,000 roubles to construct and no interest is reecived on this expenditure, ‘The 
result of the imposition of tolls his heen either that enravans have avoided the road as far 
ais possible, or have taken the cistem route from Tebran to Meshed-i-Ser, Carts have 
hardly ax Yet come into general use, and there are grest expenses connected with cart 
traffic owing to the steep gridients and other reasons. 

The Persian Government, which his derived no profit from the Rusvin-Resht rod, 
is not at all likely to advice ny money oF ineur any yieeuninty risk in connection with 
another road, 

‘Shere remains the course suggested hy Sie J. Gordon, that steys should he taken 
to construct u good travelling triek for pack animals, with permanent bridges over t 
large streans, capable oF heyyy traffic, aud good caravanserais, fully provided with 

Jation and supplies,” and also, as Sir J, Gordon suggests, 
ents with the Lure for Natel aud ward services,"” The cost of this course would not he 
very great. hi the case of the Bakhtiari road the sum advanced by Messrs, Lynch was 
under 6,001, 

Ourexperience on the Karon River 
ment biséd on the desirability of haprovin ig the country would be futile. 
Her Majesty's Governinent would have: the if the arrangement 

Sir J, Gordon proposes were concluded with the Persian Government, of recovering 
any part of the sum guaranteed, 

‘On tig other hand, if the British morchants interested in. Persian trade were to agree 
together to subseribe a sum (1) for the construction of bridges and caravanserais and 
improving the evisting mule track ; (2) for an annual subsidy to the tribes for the protec- 
tion of the route, it is possible that good results might ensue 

1 have sounded some of the persous interested, but have received very diseouragi 
replies, ‘The Companies conccricd do not feel inclined to incur any expense for a 
doubtful return, and they do not care to intrust their goods to aa insecure and dangerous 
route, 

if Messrs, Sassoon, Messrs, Zieler, Messrs. Hotz, Hamilton, and Co., Messrs. Lynch, 
the Versian Gulf Trading Company, and the Turkish Tobacco Régie, would combine 
together for the purpose of opening up the Lariston and Bakhtiari routes no doubt 
stisictoty. results would ensue, AL present, only Messrs. Lynch appear to. have 
interested themselves inn such « prospect (in making’ the Bakhtiari Agreement), and the 
‘outlay they have incurred bears under that Agreement interest at the rate of 6 per eent. 
xuaranteed by the Persian Government. | haye seen. no sign of « possible co-operation 
between Messrs, Lynch aud other mercantile houses. 

In the case of the Sultannbad-Diztul-Khoremabad road, Messrs, Ziegler should 
be consulted as their carpet industry would profit very much by the improvement of 
communications ; Lut 1 am assured by their agent that’ the dangerous state of the road 
makes it undesirable to send their consignwents by that route, though it is, of course, far 
shorter, 


appeal to the Persian Govern 
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would venture, therefore, to sug it should be confidentially ascertained from 
the cnerchants chiefly concerned in the trade of South Persia, whether they would be 
prepared to advance a sum for the purposes above mentioned. 

With regard to the Concession of the Imperial Bank, it is thought, not impossible 
that a Russian Company'may take it over by purchase. “The Russian Government will 
certainly do its best to prevent its renewal when it expires in 1906, 

From Sir Mortimer Durand’s Report of the road it appears that from Shelileh (where 
river traffic ceases) to Sultanubad, where the cart road begins, the distance is about 
300 miles, wh wes covered in ninetech marches with a caravan of over 60 mules. 1 
am informed that an expenditure of about. 201, per mile i tis required to wake @ 
tolerable mule tracls. More than this expenditure would result in. loss. Sir Mortimer 
has shown that bridges are not necessary. At most a chain ferry with an iton or wood 
ferry boat would be required. The principal desideratum, according to Sir Mortimer's 
opinion, is an amicable arrangement with the Lurs and the appointment of « good 
Buropean » up relutions with them and see to the maintenance of the road, 
An execllent man for this purpose could be obtained at any time, as Mr. Chavters, an 
Englishman, at present employed in the Tramway Company, is anxiousto change his post, 

ing to the Russians taving tken over the management, Tt would cost the Road 

tion about 600. n all to. secure his services, fh addition it would. be 

sary ta speud a certain sum in subsidies. Should Her Majesty’s Government, with 

or without arrangment with the interested Companies, be willing to pay the sum of 

1,004 seyeur in addition to the original 6,000/, outlay, there can be wo doubt that the up. 

Keep of the road could be assured. The Shah informed Sir Mortimer Darand that. he 

was anxious to see a Company formed for the construction of the Luristan rond, and 

undoubtedly dhe Persiny Government would be a great gainer, especially if a telegraph 

line were constructed along the roud. But in order to sceure this object it would he 

1, a8 Sir Mortimer points out, that a good Governor should be sent to. Luristan 

with full powers, and that the co-operation of the local tribes should be scoured by money 
payments and kind treatment, 

‘Yo resume: An arrangement might be made with the interested Companies for the 
advance of a sum of 7,000/, and for the payment of an annual sui of less than 1,000, 
part of hicks would be devoted to tribal subsidies, ‘This advance should, if possible, be 
made by the merchants interested und should be at any rate represented’ to the Persian 
Government as a commercial speculation, and the negotiations conducted by the 
Representatives of a leading Company, ‘The Persian Government should not inferfere 
directly, as their action would always be suspected by the tribes, but thelr co-operation 
should be scoured at‘Tehran. If they are opposed to the project it is t be fewred that 
the money: will be wasted, und in any case the opposition of the Russian Government and 
probably the French may be counted on. 

Tam informed that the Russians and Germans, will shortly ron, a line of steamers 
to the Karun with a view to opening up the trade of that region, It it were possible to. 
secure the co-operation of the French, Germans, and Russians, the opposition of the 
Shab’s Government Se ich is based on fear of the English) would be overcome ; but 
inthe opinion of my French colleague, who is much interested in the subject of the openins 
‘of the South, it is hopeless to expect a -operation on the part of the Russian 
authorities, 

T would beg to ask your Lordship’ special attention to the passage in Sir 
Mortimer Durand’s Report, where he states that the failure of the Baklitiari road. would 
have a most unfortunate effect on our political influence in the South. Should Her 
Majesty's Government be inclined to take any pecuniary risk, it would be perhaps 
better to assist Messrs. Lynch by the payment of a small additional subsidy for 
expenditure among the tribes, the erection of caravanserais, Se. On the other hand, 
everything points to the conclusion that the Russian Goverament desires to ope 
the South to Russian trade, and to secure the possession of a road from Kasvi 
Sultanabad and thence to the Kurun, ‘The Russians have already a Coucession, for 3 
road to Hamadan, which is 70 miles distant from Burujird. It will be. difficult 
to compete ‘with Russia unless (which is not likely to be the case) Her Mujesty’ 
Governuent and British merchants ure prepared for the pecuniary sacrifices which Russia 
has shown herself willing to make, 

1 hiave, &e, 
(Signed) "CROLL A, SPRING-RICE 
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No. 168, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received D 


(No. 107.) 
My Lord, vhvwn, October 17, 

TUS Majesty the Shah arrives to-day at Baku, wail is expected to reach the 
frontier in about a week. He will stay some time al Tabrecz, and he is expected at 
‘Tehran about the middle of December. 

It is rumoured that a ch ‘of Ministers is impending, that the Sadr Azam, in 
consequenee of disputes with the Makim-ul-Mulk, tendered his resignation at Buda 
Pesth, tliat the Amin-ed-Dowleh hias heen summoned to. Baki View to his 

ppointment as Go an, and thot the N -Sultaneh, the present 
rior of Axerbi 

Tt is also 9 the pro 

loan has become necessary, 
It is impossible to singe the accuracy of these reports, which, however, a 
‘stent. 
uultanch has the reputation of anti-foreign prejudices, 

proceedings 1s Governor of Axabistan led to his being removed frow his office on the 
domaud of this Legation, He was subsequently, with your Lordship’s eo 
appointed by the Shah to the Governorship of Azerbaijan, and has made friendly 
overtures to. Her Majesty's Consulate and to this Lezation, Te 
forms with the Russian Consulate-General, but has lately been involved in a dispute 
with the Acting Russian Consul, He informed Her Majesty's Consul recently: that 
hie thonght it would he possible, by an appeal to religious scitiment in Pe 
off the Russian loan, anil procure the downfall of the Sade Azam on the 
subservience to Russia. Tam informed by: the 
towards the rous Turkish claims has been impracticable, but the administration 
of his provineo, according to My, Wood, has been energetic and comparatively honest, 
‘and Mr, Rabino hus high opinion of him asa man of business. 

‘Who feoling against the subse 
to be growing, and reports to this eff 

‘The two main supporters of the Asaf-ed-Dowleh, Governor of the 
(own, and the Sipar Selur, Commandersin-chief, are now engaged in forming a corm 
ring in which the Mushiv-el-Dowleh is said to be finaneially interested. ‘Che result 
‘an turtifieial scarcity, though the Invest has beon exceptionally good; and the 
consiquent discontent is extreme, AI! these are reported to he supported by Russia, 
if not actually in her pay. 

peaks to be certain that General Kosakovsky is retnrniny to Persia with two 
officers, who will, it is said, be followed by a large number of officers and 
ers, who will he sent here with a view to the increase of the Cossack brigade, 
is « gonoral feeling widt_a change of administration is 
expgoted at any moment, he Shal’s health is, E hear, much improved, and His 
Majesty is stated to he taking « keener futerest in polities. 
T haye, &e. 
(Signed) 





No. 169. 


‘Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received November 26.) 


(No. 108, Confidential.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, October V7, 1900, 
1 HAVE the honour to express my thanks tor the communication of the 
jorandum on the terms of the Russian Loan which is contained in the Confidential 
i 
Mr, Rabino informs me that he has learnt from M. Naus that the draft Convention 
prepared by him had been subjected to important alterations in St, Petersburgh. ‘The 
Persian Minister had telegraphed to the Side Azam that some minor changes of no 
importsnes had been made, and the Sadr \zam had authorized him to sign without 
asking for details. 
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Under this Convention the Persian Government has to pay in to the Russian Bank 
all the receipts of the customs until the whole sum duc as interest fur the year has been 
received, which would result in the Persian Government deriving no benefit from the 
enstom receipts for the first five months of each year. 

Moreover, the Russian Bank: is at liberty to fix its own rate of exchange and its own 
time for transferring the money. 

It is in M, Navs* opinion absolutely necessary to procure an alteration in the terms 
of the Convention for which purpose hie intends, it possible, to proceed to Russia, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CEOIL A, SPRING-RICE. 





No. 170, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received November 


(Xo. 109,) 

My Lord, Tohiran, October 17, 1900. 
IN the course of a conversation which I hud yesterday with the Mushir-ed-Dow 
his Excellency informed me that there was absolutely no. truth in the various reports, 
which were being circulated as to a new Russian, ov Ruisso-French, Loan, He said it was 
possible that such a loan should be concluded witkout his knowledge. He denied also. 

yarms had been purchased abroad, or that any more Russian officers hind been 


iaus also denied auy kuowledge of the Joan in conversation with the French 

Affaires, who, how that a person, who could only have receive 

ion through M. Naus, had confidentially stated that negotiations were, in fact, 

although no actual agreement had been ved at. 

German Minister is absent, but the Chit Dragoman, who is in charge, assured 
ine that the loan was ein fuctum, although the details had uot yet been finally settled. He 
said that the Russian Brigade would receive w large accession of strength, that it would be 
armed at the expense of the Russian ment, that the southern coast would, be 
fortified under Russian supervision, and that money for these purposes would be 
gradually furnished as required by the Russian War Office. He did not mention his 
authority. 

Tain also informed from Resht that a lange number of eases of arms have been 
landed, that Russian officers are on the road to Tehran, and that the principal authorities 
of Mazanderan have gone to mest the Shah at Baku in order to arrange for the adminis- 
tration of the Maliah (local taxation) of the Caspian provinces by foreign officials who are 
accompanying the Shah from Europe, 

My French colleague is without information on the subject, but I gather that the 
Russian Chargé d’AMfuires intimates that it is not impossible that’ foreign officials may be 
employed in the north. 

T beg to call your Lordship's attention to Colonel Picor’s Report on the Persian 
army, p. 124, in which particulirs are given as to the Cossuck Brigade, It iy provided 
with a sufficient number of Persian officers for four times its actual strength. Its budget 
is 220,000 tomans, In order to raise its force to 8,000 officers and men, and to arm them 
with Russian weapons, a sum of at least 220,000/. would be required for the present y 
‘The proceeds of the southern ports are now devoted to the maintenance of the brigade. 
‘These revenues would, however, be insufficient for the increase of the foree, and other 
resourees must be found of an equally certain character. ‘Tie local revenues of the 
Caspian provinces would furnish the requiced guarantee if administered by European 
officials, backed by the influence of Russia, ‘The products in rice, fruit, and silk have 
shown great progress in recent years, and the local taxes on these products could be easily 
collected. In addition there’ is the great extent of forest, part of which is as yet 
unalienated, 

Although, like the recent Russian Loan, it is improbable that « new Persian Loan 
could be placed on the market, the wuarantee, like that of the customs, is sufficient security 
for the Russian Government, if it desires to advance a sum for military purposes taking, 
the revenue of the Caspian provinces as a pledge. 

Think it my duty to report to your Lordship the preceding rumours and considera~ 
tions; but, at the same time, it is impossible to state with certainty what arrangement, if 
any, has actually been made, [have learnt from a foreign gentleman, who accompanies 
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the Shah to France, that no purchases of arms were made there to his knowledge, and 
that the rumours to that effect are false. 
same time I beg to state that, according to confidential Palace information 
received by Mr, Grahame, the maliat of the Caspian provinces has been handed 
‘over to Russia, to be administered by Frenchmen, and on this security « sum of 
18,000,000 roubles will be advanced Gr military expenditure under the general control of 
General Kosakowsky, who will shortly reture to Tehran an officers. 
The same information has re 0 ain independent source. 
As-to the probuble destination of the « t is to be remarked that fore of 
Cossacks has already t hed tu Ispahat, and t 
‘4 h Persia, it will be in the : senoral) 
trade if the trade routes of the south are guarded Ly trastworthy troops. At present the 
Tatristin route is practically closed, aud the Bushire-Ispahan road is infested by robbers. 
‘An excellent pretext is thus at hand for sending Europedn officers to tie south. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) OECIL A. SPRING-RICE. 





No. 171, 
Mr. Spring-Rive to the Marjurss of Salishury—( Received November 26.) 


(No. 111.) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 18, 1900. 
1 HAV herewith » Memorandum d 


ve, &e 
CECIL A. SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure in No, 171. 
Memorandums by Captain Schneider. 


AY! tie invitation of General Maletta, one of the two remaining foreign instructors to 
the Persia infantry, [attended this wiorning an instructional parade of the infantry 
division in garrison in ‘Te 

On arriving at the geueral parade ground, the “ Maid about 7 
T found the various companies forming up under their respective Commanders, who for 
the space of some three-quarters of an, hour put their men through the few simple move- 
rugnts whiel conatitate al that is required Of the Persian soldier. "here is ite atompt 
on the pat of the officers {0 corrvet faults which would turn the hair of an English drill- 
sergeant grey, ‘Ihe companies move on the narrowest front possible, forming tours with 
dithoulty, and handie their siles ins manner that shows that no time is devoted either 
to the manual or to musketry, ‘The men were in a very ragged condition, their uniform 
patched und torn, and few wore the same head-dress, In the ranks were old grey-bearded 
men and children of 12 or 4 years of age, who carried the heavy Werndl rifle in some 
‘aises taller than themselve difticate 

AMC about 15 a.a1. General Maleitis ordered the 
the battalions on parade formed up in ‘line of masses," 
flanks of battalions. 

‘The division was then put through three or four simple movements, which was done 
slowly but without confusion, Previous to the battalions being dismissed they marched 
past General Wagner yon Wettorstudt in column licaded by their bands, who were 
Superintended by General Lemaire, who is in chargeof the bands of the Persian Army, and 
is 4 good musician himself 

The march past gaye one an opportunity of seeing the men at their very worst. In 
‘a subsequent conversation with Generals Waguer and Maletta they both complaitied of the 
bad treatment of their portion of the Persian Army, ‘The pay of the men, the money for 
their clothing, pusses tlvogh Persian hands, with the result that not a tenth reaches the 
amen, who, in order to save themselves from stirvation, are forced to work in the bazaars 
8 daily labourers, butlers, fruit-sellers, Wc, ‘Their task is indeed a hard one, aud it is 


” to be sounded and 
ental bands on the 
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aot surprising that the regiments present so miserable an appearance ; Generals Wagner 
and Maletta can in no way be blamed. 

‘There were some 1,300 troops on parade, detachments of artillery and the Palace 
Guard being present, and about 150 to 200 soldiers in each of the battalions, General 
‘Maletta stated that at least half of each battalion was absent, 

Th striking contrast to the infantry is the Cossack brigade, whose barracks faces the 
‘Maidan-i-Mashic, paid by their own officers ; the men, though not smart according to our 
ideas, are well fed, and clothed fairly well. Both officers agreed that the treatment of the 
Persian Army and the manner in which it was robbed by all functionaries connected with 
it, from the Sipuh Salar (Commander.in-chief) downwards, was connived at by the 
Sadr-Azam and encouraged by General Kossakovski, the Commandant of the Cossack 
Brigade, who is aiming at getting the whole of the military power in Persia into his hanos, 
to be used when the time comes for the benefit of his own country. 

Should the Cossack Brigade be augmented and raised to 4,000 men the various 
garrisons in the souti, they believe, will be furnished by the Persian Cossacks, there being 
already small detachments in Arabistan, Ispahan, and Shiraz, the forerunners of a force 
to follow at a no very distant date, 

Generals Wagner and Maletta both took the same view of the future of the 
Persian Army, which, since the establishment of the Cossack Brigade, has gone down hill 
steadily. 

(Signed) ©, SCHNEIDER, Captain, 
Assistant Military Attaché, 
Tehran, October 18, 1900, 





No, 172. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Recetved November 26.) 


(No. 112.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, October 18, 1900, 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of events drawn 
up by Captain Schneider, Assistant Military Attaché to this Legation, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CECLL A, SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure in No, 172. 
Monthly Summary of News (ending October 18, 1900). 


Tehran.—Light rain has fallen during the month, and ploughing for the sowing of 
the autuin wheat has commenced, 

‘The birthday of His Imperial Majesty the Shah was celebrated on the 9th instant, 
‘The Corps Diplomatique attended a reception at the Palace held by His Imperial Highaess 
the Shoa-es-Sultaneb, and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, Minister for Foreign Affaits, entertained 
the greater portion of the Europeans at a dinner in the evening, 

Geueral Kossakovski, the Commandant of the Cossack Brigade, left suddenly for 
St. Petersburgh ; it is belicved that his departure is connected with u proposed increase to 
the Persian Cossack Brigade, The increase is said to be to 4,000 men: the cadres of the 
brigade permit of this easily. 

His Imperial Majesty the Shah is said to arrive on the Persian frontier about this date ; 
the Vali-Ahd goes to meet his father. 

Sixty Europeans are reported to be accompanying His Majesty. 

It is rumoured that the Shah intends to send twenty young Persians to Russia to be 
‘educated, nd half that number to France. 

Meshed—It is stated in the Russian Consulate at Meshed that after the Shah's 
return from Europe that steps will be taken by the Russian Governinent for the construction 
of alin of rail from the 'Trans-Cuspian Railway to the Persian frontier, Bokharan 
traders recently arrived at Meshed report that troops in 'rans-Caspia were moving in the 
direction of Tashkhend and the frontier of Kuldja, A new railway station has been 

[1939] ac 
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built outside the Karshi Gate at Bokhara; the branch line from Kajan to Bokhara will be 
completed by the winter 

The news-writer states that he saw a telegram from St. Petersburgh to the effect 
that all troops in ‘Trans-Caspia should hold themselves in readiness to move whenever 
ordered. Nhe trains are carrying few troops from Askabad to Tashkhend ; very few 
infantry are said to be left at the former place. es = 

‘At Meshed, owing to the plentiful harvest, the price of bread is falline considerably. 

‘There is a rumour that x collision has oceurred betwee Chinese and Russian troops 
‘on the Turkestan frontier, and that a number of Turkoman Sowars in Russian service 
were killed, ek 

‘A newsewriter stated tlat the authorities at Askabad. have prohibited the diseussion 
i public of the war now in progress in China. E 

‘The Russian Legation at ‘Tehran have made the stronzest representations to the 
Persian Government regarding the unsafe condition of the Kain und Scistan roads ; 
telegraphic orders have been received by the Governor-General of Meshed from the 
Mushir Dowleh, telling the Governor to at once take steps to remedy this. 

It. is rumoured that the inhabitants of Herat have been ordered to repair the fort 
cations of the town. 

‘olonc! ‘Temple, Her Majesty’s Consul-General, writes that owing to the reported 
cholerw at Ghuzniand Cabal, the Russians have established lisinfecting stations at Wurbat- 
Maideri and Karez, as well as at otlier places. ‘These posts were originally established in 
1897, when there Was a seure™ of plague from India, ‘ 

‘Phe nows-writer at Merve reports that 2,000 men are employer on the ne 
Chuyjuis twoethinids of itis completed. - A 
‘Akbar Beg, Hazara, has enlisted 100 Hazaras at Merve ; itis stated that he intends 
nlisting 1,000 more, for Russian s 
‘he Russians ave suid to be inerea , the reason being, 
the reported inerense of the Afghan garrison at Mazar-is Work on. the 
Gisaie Samnirkhand goad is in progress, ‘The Russian Consul-General at Meshed has 
Scistan and Baluchistan. ‘There is a local uncontirmed 


1 the eost of 1,000 rupees, hie has constructed 
i¢ Ideal authorities and. the 
ny’ disturbance on the Perso 
to a change in the course of 


It is reported that 4 custom-house, under Belgian supervision, will shortly b> built, 
A pasty of fitty-six pilgrims arrived fom Multan vid the new Quetta-Nushki caravan 
routes they complained somewhat of the roughness of the road, but said that they had 
vhiere met with civility and good treatment, Major Trench visited the  Band-i- 
a,” which, ie says, seoms to have little effect on the River Helmund, anit consists 
hicfly of ‘Tamarisk boughs, It is said by those acquainted with the country that the 
“Hund is hardly necessary nov, as the channel of the Seistans Canal op that 
it draws off all the water required, 7 
Resht—‘The Acting Consul reports that the Karguzar (Foreign Office Agent) of 
lan has been recalled to ehran, he having shown too openly his pro-Russiau feelings. 
The Russian Consulate at Resht has been made a Consulate-Generalship. A disaster 
occurred on the 20th September: a boat carrying the mails, two European travellers, and 
some Persian Voatuien wus upsct at the entrinee to the lagoon, ‘The mails are reported 
as lost, and the Europeans were both drowned, together with five of the boatmen, One of 
the travellers was a M, Houssman, representing the firm of Grosneveg, Dunlop, and Co. 
(Datch). ‘The silk industry is reported as progressing most favourably, and to the 
teat advantage of every one concomed, ‘The following figures speak for themselves 
Value of silk exported in 18416, 14,0404.; ditto in 1900, 150.2561. 

Ixpahan.—Filly Persian Cosssicks, nccompanied by a Russian officer, are on their way 
from Tehran, ‘The Russian officer will stay at the Russian Consulate. ‘There is much 
alk in the city, the coming of the Cossacks being regarded as the commencement of the 
Russian occupation, ‘There has been for some time past a rumour that the Russian Bank 
sntend opening a branch at Ispahan 
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The new Customs Regulations still continue to give much dissatisfaction. A Persian 
‘Customs-master is in charge of the arrangements, which is most undesirable, ‘Things 
would probably run very much smoother if there were an European in charge. 

Phe question of “Rah-Dari” is also causing discontent both with traders and 
muleteers. Prices are normal and bread plentiful, ‘The Europeans view with 
considerable apprehension the introduction of a fresh ‘Tariff, which if put into force might 
seriously damaze British trade, and favour that of Russia, Russian prints seein ty be 
gaining ground in this market, Messrs. Hotz and Co. last week put through a sale of 
5,001. ‘These Russian goods ure said to compare most favourably with Manchester goods, 
‘The British Consulate has now been practically vacant for one year, in which time the 
Russian Consul has given a great impetus to Russian trade. 

Shiraz.—Mirza Hossein Khan, Governor of Borasjun, with 400 men, has gone to 
meet the Governor of Bushire. ‘The object of this expedition is the punishnient of the 
men who fired at the Bushire Residency. 

‘Phe visit of the Belgian Director of Customs seems fo have been attended with good 
results, Matters were talked over quietly. ‘The withdrawal of certain taxes connected 
with the Customs and the substitution of them by a “ Rah-Dari (Road Tax) of krang 1-20. 
per load has been agreed to here though objected to at Ispalan, 

Where is some uneasiness in the bazaar over the question of the copper coinage. 
‘The people accuse the Fars Trading Co. of having issued large quantities of capper 

40 shabis to the Iran, and of having subsequently reduced rates to 50 and 60. shabis, 

It is said in the bazaars at Shiraz, that the Daraya, Beght (Governor of Bushir 

gated the attack on the British Residency’ a 

edition up azainst the Tanzistanis, thereby reaping a rich hurvest from the Central 
Government at Tehran, who will have to pay dearly for it. 
Kermunshal—Uhe British Agent reports that thie force which assembled here, owing: to 
bance on the Perso“Purkish frontier, uear Saumor, in still in eamp, ‘The 
‘are avaiting instructions from Tehran, 
shire—The Russian traveller referred to in the las: Monthly Smmmary, M, 
Syromia isted Koweit and inspected the wells ; both he and his companion, M, 
ned to Bushire. Tl is reported that one of these gentlemen will be 
ppointed Russian Consul at Bushire. 

News from the Mekran Const says that ossing to the ihtrigues set on foot by Hashim 
Khan, Governor of Bampur, one Mir Ahmed Khau has seized Gwettur while the Ohi 
cousin of his, Mir Ashraf Khan, was away, af Khan is now busy collecting 
aarins and men, and a fight is expected very 

With reference to the purchase by’ the ament of a house from the 
Dutch Consul, the size of the house has been much exaggerated ; it is the ordinary house 
inhabited by all European merchants at Bushite, and presents no special advantage, Ib is 
reported that the French Consul intends opening a Catholic seliool, 

Tehran (tater) —Rum float thatthe Sadr Azan has resigned, that the Amin-ed~ 
Dowleh (forinerly Prime Minister) will be sent to Azerbaijan, ant 
that the Nizam-es-Sultanch will be appointed Prime Minister, tis said that’ the 
Coinmuander-in-chief and the Governor of the town of Tehran are also to be reinoved, It 
is to these tivo gentlemen and to a fow others in high positions that the people of Tehran 
are indebted for the high price of all food articles, ‘They having formed a sing and 
bought up large quantitios of geain, 

General Wazner von Wetterstadt, one of the oldest of the European officers employedt 
in the Persian army, an Austrian by birth, has returued from leave of absence, im the 
course of a conversation with the writer, he deplored the failing influence of the British 
Government in Persia, he pointed out the bad impression eansed by the reduction of the 
Resht Consulate, deprecated the fuct that ovr Representative at ‘Tabrocz was less paid 
than the Russian, to whom his Government behaved in the most liberal manner ane 
assisted in keeping up the appearance of his establishinent. He said that while we had 
allowed the Ispahan Consulate to remain empty for two years, Prince Dabija had 
consolidated his influence, his arm stretching even to Shiraz, where his representations 
were listened to with respect and attention, He also said that while the Russians hind 
tieir Cossacks everywhere, we lind not a single soldior except at Bushine, “Let them 
see in Persia that you have some soldiers or else they will believe any lic the Russians 
tell them.” 

‘Phe Russians said General Wagner are arming and reinforcing their army in the 
‘Trans-Caspian provinces steadily and surely, and you will wake up to the fact when it is 
all too late and Persia is a Russian dependeney in name, as it is in fact already, 

General Kossakovsky said General Wagner really rules Persia, he has gone to- 
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St. Petersburgh to negotiate for the increase of the Cossack Brigade, which at present is 
some 1,500 strong to 4,000 men, General Wagner has spent six and twenty years in Persia 
and knows the eountry thoroughly. 
(Signed) ©. Y. SCHNEIDER, Captain, 
Assistant Military Attaché. 
Tehran, October 18, 1900. 


Meshed (later)—The news-writer at Krasnovodsk, the arrival from Rassia of a small 

quantity of railway materials, such as sleepers and rails, and sixty-four waggon loads of 
supplies. Matters aro reported as quiet in Trans-Caspia, attention is concentrated on 
affairs in Chi Russian Goverment have ordered ail Jews, with the exception of a 
few at Panjdch, to quit, Shail-Junaid, Merve, and Panjdeh. A Russian doctor, believed 
to be the brother of Mr. Miller, the Russian Consul for Scistan, arrives shortly for 
quarantine duty in that district, he is said to be taking twelve Cossacks with him, 





No. 1 


Consut-Generat Wood (o Mr. Spring-Rice-—(Received at Foreign Office, November 26.) 


(No. 2. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tabrees, November 4, 1900, 

HAVE the lionour (o transmit for your information the copy of a Memorandum 
‘marked Confidential, which I have this day forwarded to Her Majesty's Secretary of 
State for Foroign Afairs, recording the return of [is Imperial Majesty the Shah 
to Persian territory, Ils Majesty's journey to Tabrees, and departure on the 
Sri instant for ‘Pehiean, as well as some ‘noteworthy remarks made by the Sadr Azam 
dluring the course of a complimentary visit { paid His Highness at Sofian.” 

T have, &, 
(Signed) CECIL G. Woo. 


Tnclosure in No. 173. 


Memorandum by Consul-Generat Wood respecting Hix Imperial Majesty the Shal's 


return to Persian soil. 
Confidential.) 

TILE Shah crossed the Arax on the 27th October, and gave a banquet that night 
to the Special Envoy anil suite, sent by His Imperial Majesty the Czar, to compliment 
and congratulate Iis Majesty, on his safe return to his own eountry. 

___, Preparations for the hanquot had been made some time previously, as everything 
in the shape of secommotation, service, provisions, &e, Sey had to bo brought from 
"iflis, 

‘hore were, it is said, about thirty persons at dinner, including the Special Eny. 

and his suite, a Seay 


‘The names of theso gentlemen are as follows :— 
On tho part of His Imperial Majesty the Czar, Adjutant-Goneral Admiral 
Arsiniow, 
Colonel 
Road Minister, Rahim Khon of Nackhitehivan. 
Road Minister, Baron Wrangel. 
From the Ministry of Foreign Affairs :— 
M. Kokhanowski, Agent for Foreign Affairs at Tiflis, 
is Excellency the Governor of Erivan, besides several others of lesser importance. 
At the end of dinner, a sword of ‘honour and a gold cigarette case, both 
‘ornamented with diamonds and other precious stones, were presented to the Russian 
Admiral, who had already heen invested with the “Temsal i Hamayaun,” in brilliants, 
‘on the occasion of his reception of the Shah on his outward journey. 
Un the 30th October, His Imperial Majesty arrived at Sofian, some 24 miles from 
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Tabreez, where Land my colleagues had been advised, in the first: place, His Majesty 
would receive us officially. 4 : 

On this day, I was informed by the Karguzar, or Agent for Foreign Affairs, who 
was returning {o make the necessary arrangements, that the formal reception of His 
Imperial Majesty would only take ‘a point. between Sofian and 
‘Tabreez, and some 12 miles from the | 

In the afternoon of the 30th, I paid a visit to the Sadr Azam, who was under 

vas, and was receive by Highness with minch courtesy 
ae ig ‘nil iri Jyuess remarked that he had reflected 
during Ii hs ed a clearer insight of what v 
necessary fo Hluded fo the friendship, existing from ancient 
times, between England. in, aul requested me to believe that all rumours 
which liad spread as to his being unfriendly io ts, were false, 5 

He was, he stated, eonyinced that ersin could only y England’s friendship, 

ch he would make every effort to strongtlien and cement more firmly, proofs of 

15, he further stated, would he 

Being aware of his Hi diverse. views it, L was pleased at 
his Ta \p y a8 a in his company, but F limited myself to the 
approy i f hi) and intercourss existing between the 
two countries. 

tho ground upon which his Highnoss was lending, was, umder ll the 
nees, somewhat delicate, T furned the conversation upon the greatly improved 


personally t0 1 
jumping over the rain 
Althoush a sim: 
is Maj 
was standing mc, | ulianch, who 1 since he 
min's TAUSSAE, 1 ies for me, snd a few servant 


ijesty, who 
yc congratulations v4 
sty spoke of the pl j 
expressed tf reerot that he bid not he i 
proof of } todo %0, that the programmes of his recoption there twa heen 
submitted to him, % . r 
His Majesty farther ci nity experiencers 
during a rongl soa triy al Ostond, ‘yo lis 
discomfituire front sea-sickness on b 
‘he eouversation was carried on in French during: the holo interview, with the 
exception of a few words addressed in. Porsian to the Sadv Azam when His Majesty 
appealed to iis {Tighness for confireaation of his words. 
At Sinik, to which place T rode in haste, from Sofian, on the S1st October, 0 
to the early hour fixed for the official reception, T met my colleagues from tows 
‘Phe Russian Consul-General, M. Petrov, Deen absent on and had 
previously met the Shah at dulfa and accompanied him on the road, being also present, 
We were recwived by His Majesty at about 10 o'clock, in « lange marquee tent, 
“ihe Shah, naturally, nddeeseed. the usin ConslsGeneval fist, and alluded 
omplimentary ge to the great courtesy he had received on the road 
thr: i rations which had heen made for his comfort 
his suite 
hing was done which could possibly impress, in one way or another, the 
Jo meaner pleasures even of the younger members of His Majesty's 
suite being attended to and provided for. . x 
After the reception, and after lunch, with my French eolleague, I jumped into my 
ling His Majesty by a fw minites, entered town, much ahead of the 
Tmperial carri Neaiebd i 
Between the escorts and the servants of the Court functionaries, soldiers, camp 
followers, We. 1 calculated that soine 8,000 men were on the road, and some 12,000 
animals—fhe numbers of which would be inch inereased on the departure from 
‘Tabreez to Teli x 
‘Where was nc jon as regards quarters or provisions. 
magnificent one—tho price of wheat was fir, and on 
30 
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the secouil day of Mis Majesty's arvival at Tabreez, with all his followers, bread fell in 


price to 1k. the Tabreoz, Batman, 
His Maje: 

General, the ) 

accompanying him to Mianeh. 


‘Tabreez, November b, 1900. 





No. 174, 
Mr. de Bunwen to the Marquess of Lansilowne 


(So. 399. Confidential.) 
My Lord, 
WITH reference to my de 
{0 raport the followin 
snpposed Geri eoaliny 
Mr. 
Appin 
most favownble terms, supply of 5 
10 10,000 tons, the whole Hoing ‘ie 
corrugated iron for storing the 


understands that the enal is intended to be supplied exclusively 


sand that the cost enn havily be Tess thin 4f, a-ton, 
Te would thus spear that, for 
Ling any German demand for 


{Received November 20.) 


iwopte, Naxember 1, 1900, 
ember, T have the honowe 


in has 

gon the 
Ve inerased eventually 
stands, ‘The sheds of 


eran vessels, 


t at least, the Sultan has succeeded in 
the island to Germn 


’ made apparently by Germ 
Iyingso fii fii the course of steamers down the Red Sea,” he istand 


some way fo tho south of the Bwsan group 


a much moro conv , 


hosiles heing well. provided with harbours, Jt will also havea lighthouse shortly, on 


the neighbouring istand of Abu Ail, 


T have, &e, 
ed!) M. DE BUNSEN. 





No.1 


Iudin Office to Foreign Office —( Received Noveuber 26) 


‘UE Uniler-Seorotnry of State for India presents his complin Tider 
wotary of State for Po Atlfuins, and, by dircstion of Lord. ( inilton, 


warns 1, for the information of th 


1 British naval hase in the Persian Gull. 
India Office, November 24, 1900. 


rotary of State, copy of 4 Secset 


ilostires rearing 


Inclosure 1 ia No, 173. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


My Lord, 
WITH reference tot 
fonvarded with your Foreign Si 


Indin Office, November 
vail Reports on the harbours of the Pe 
letters of the Lith October, [forward here 


wilh, for your Execlleney’y information, « copy of letters which have passed between 
this Office and the Fowign Oflice aud the Admiralty an the subject. 

2 Your Fi observe that these teports ten to show th 
suitable places for a naval base in those waters are the islands of Henjam, Kishm, and 
Horne; and that it may probably: hie advisable, under certain conditions, to occupy 


more than oneof these islands. It is possible, no. dou 


that otlier positions my here- 


after be found to present greater advantages; but in the meanwhile it is desirable that 


the climate, wi 
aquest that your y 
sirable, in_ certain contingencies, to 
cfion if the necessity arises 
& 
GEORGE HAMILTON. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 175. 
iralty to Indin Office, October 16, 1900, 
[Already printed] 


Inclosure 3 in No. 175. 
Indio Ofice ta Foreign Office, November 1, 1900. 


[-Meeady pyinted.] 


Inclosure +t in No. 175, 
Office (0 Fuctiv. Office, November 10, 1900. 


[Alneady printed] 


Inclosure 5 Ju No. 1 
Ladin Office to Adiniralty., 
i India Ofice, November 22, 1900, 
TAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge toceipt of your letters of 
the 6th September and 16 ast, transmitting copies of rep! 
Senior Naval Officer in the Persian Gulf upon the islands and harbours of the Gulf, 
In reply 1 am to request. that you will convey to the Lords Commissioners. the 
thanks ot the Secretary of State” for Indias aid, eforencs to the second 
paragraph of your letter of the 16th atltimo, to. say 
that no further steps need at present he taken fir» al Toy, 


‘A, GODLEY. 





No. 176, 
‘Treasury to Foreign Office —(Receiveul November 27.) 


‘Treasury Chambers, November 26, 1900. 
IN view of ihe considerations urged in your letter of the Uéth instant, the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Maj on, as mocommended by the Marquess 
‘of Lansdowne, the payment r il Tigris Steam Navigation Company 
of a sum not exceeding 1,000). for their steamer services on the Kara LN 5 

tho expenditure to be chacaed against the Diplomatis an Consular Services Vote 
am, &. 
(Signed) FRANCIS MOWATD. 











No. 177. 


Inttia Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 27.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Sisto for 
Seoretary of State for Forign Allal 
forwards licrewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, cop; 
in Government of India 

Ras-l-Kheinaa aifairs, 


of inclosures 
ary’s letter, dated the Sth November, regarding 


India Office, Navonber' 20, 1900. 


‘0 Goernwinnt of Tnilin. 


Bushire, October U5, 1900. 
Augnst, 1900, reporting the a 
to forwand copy of a letter addres 
o)Toy he informs me that he has taken possession 


IN continaation of my lot 

Of the Chief Gf Rasco!-Fhe'uin, | | 

to me hy the Chief of 8 

of the Government of H 
2. Onr Agent at Sharzah fitor hat th 

his cousin, Momeid-hiu-Majid-l 

that hie does nob appear to bien 


1 of Shav 
1, to ho his deputy at Tasel-Kheima, but 
plallle person to the inhabitants of the coun 


Inclosney “in No. 177, 
Slwikth Sakar-bineKbelid to Licwtenant-Colowel Kenball, 


(ifranstation.) 19th Jamartesl-wal, 1815 
{Attor compliments.) (September 15, 1900 
BE it not hidden trom you thot Sheikh Momeid-hin-Abdullah-bin-Sultan, Chi 
I-Kheina, died on the Bil Mabi-us-Sanl, 1818, 1 consequently visited. Ki 
_ the Government alfsiis of that place Nave now fallen into my hands. 
Ras-cl-Kheima now forms a pork of iay lovvitory appointed my deputy there 
to look after the Go HHni's. “Matters deeusing in that place are referable to 
f, whether L ar pres 


thereon thought it expen’ a squat you with the present state of 
rotund ta 





No, 176. 
hutia Office ta Foreign Office. —(Receiveit November 27.) 


THE, Under: for udin 
Seoretany of S y 
forwards herewith, lor the ink 
from the Governmerit of Indiu, dated Gcly September, te. 
interests in. Persia. 


presents lis compliments to the Cnder- 


rs, and, hy diteetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
of State, copy of a Secret letter 
aiding the protection of Br 


Inia Office, November 27, 1900. 


Tnelosure in No. 178. 


d Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 

(Score) 

My Lord, Simla, September 6, 1900. 
WE have hiad the honour to receive the reply of your Lordship, dated July 6th, 1900, 


to our leiter of the #ist September, 1806, and oir telegram of the 16th March, 1900, con. 
cerning the protvctivn of British interests in Persia, 
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3. We are grateful to your Lordship for this communication of the views of Her 
Majesty's Goverment, We accept the statement that events are occurring in. Persia 
whieh, even since our despatch of September 1800 was written, have miodified the 
situation, not to the advantage of Great Britain. Indeed we ourselves a year ngo made 
the probability of such a change—of which there wei already sizns—the ground 
for an appeal for an early decision and for carly action on the part of Her Majesty 
Government. The following were our words : 

We press for an carly decision and for carly action, since, unless we bestir ourselves, 
there is good reason for fearing that the already trembling balanee may be disturbed by 
‘others to our disadvantage.” 

The conclusion of the Russo-Persian loan a few months later more than justified 
these fears; while the events to which your Lordship alludes in the 7th paragraph of 
your reply indicate that the activity of foreign Powers in Persia. und its neighbourhood 
has not slackened, but. bas on the contrary increased duving the interval. 'Whis process 
may be expected in our opinion to continues and we think that it will demand constant 
precaution aud unremitting vigilance. 

1. Tt does not, perhups, Uehiove us to comment at any length upon the several pro- 

fe ourselves far from. 


threaten almost. th c ve thi ox 

permitted to do sostill depends even more upon the action of Her Majesty's: Government 
than it docs upon her own, Neither do we recognize any reflection of ove own. views or 
utterances in the remark that it ean hardly be muintaived that, in view of foreign con 
petition, civilized Powers can be permanently denied the benelit of aecess to the ports of 
Persia, because their admission will infringe upon a mouopoly which we have hitherto 
enjoyed.” IC the reference is to access by se 

wouid ever be likely to be denied by 

we have never said anything 


interests are 
ny other foreign 


which might befor 1 tusos of fo 
tlects. We have no oijection whatever to the construction of railways in the south 

any other pact of Persia, though we entertain the liveliest doubt as to. whether in a. 
country +o backward and so mountainous they would ever repay the expense of eon- 
struction. Allthat we maintain is that, if Persia decides to construet railways in the south, 
she should not do so except with our consent, and, if possible, with ovr co-operation ; und 
that the so-called development of the country should not be nade an excuse for open and 
flagrant detriment to British interests. 

5. We rejoice to think that on this point we shure the views that are apparently held 
by Her Majesty's Government. At least this is the inference, that we draw fiom the 
intiniation that was authorized by the Marquess of Salisbury to the Persian Government 
‘on the 4th April last, in which the present Shul was reminded of the promise of bi 
father, the late Shab, “that no Southern Railway Coueession shall be granted to 
foreign Company without consultation with Her Majesty's Government.” We conless, 
however, to a doubt whether the geucral character oF the particular terms of this, pledgw 
are such as altogether to preclude the Persian Government from entering into 
engagements, even with regard to railway suatters in Southern Persia, with a fon 
Power or Powers, which mizit violate the spivit, even while observing the letter of tie 
late Shah's prowise, and which might be extremely injurious to the interests. which it is 
our duty to defend, We are fortified in this view by the fact that, in the few months that 
have elapsed since the present Shah was reminded of this promise, parties of Russian 
Engines, with Persian pusponts, Persian escorts, and Perit offal encouragement, 

f aE 
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have been openly travelling abont Southern Persia, 
postible railways, and concluding: their studies by a close in 
capabilities of the terminal ports on the Persian Gulf. ‘The: 
reflect no sinall. suspicion upon the attitude of the Pers 
Giicourage us to look with great hopefulness to the future 
‘We ure also gratified to hear that the Pers 


© proceedings appear to us to 
Government, and do not 


Government has be 


and of Lord Salisbui 
the interests of the Bi 
juvisdi 


bs the manner in which they contin 


by Her Majesty's, Government. 

resolutely enforced, if no attemph to evath Jude them 
I 9 evade or chide them on the others be pere 

mitted, they represent in substance the policy for which the ¢ piaencache eet 
insistence that is justified hy the magnitude of the stake, bas. throughout conte 
any doubt as to their effieney he permissible, it can orly be because of the di 
phicing implicit reliance upon the assurances of a feeble Orieatal S 
Apyeny io sto be some n vane of the es 
plice in the 


ee ate, ue Lee they 
nite propositions that have found a 
_speuks in paragraph 8 Of the importance of sa ding those spheres of 
ei Persia which are sential {0 Tndia, we should. have bec glad to kuow what 
in your Loriship's judgment, they are, Our own. views onthe matter very ver 

uirly Jaid down in our despatch of last Septejuber; but wer have not been inte med 
whether they are or ave not concurred ih hy Her Majesty's Gove Tha waceeshal 
defence, either of a sphere of yee, or of the interests whi owwih tp insist 
‘woulil appear to demand dition an explicit agreement us to the limits 
and dimensions of the former, and ns to the nature and obligations of 

ining iis we do. these opinions, we greatly rexrot th: 

contoinplited visit of His Majesty the Shah to England ii the p. 
Hioyied that advantage might be taken of his presence to invest with the fullest definiten 
aud precision the nature of the policy of Her Majesty's Government. wil vege 
o it, and to Southern Persia partics and since we had relied much uy a 
selon evar Antari foe toe. jue raleou OE Guu inca sani ae ae ee 


the Bast. We trust that an opportunity for making such a declaration may still 


present itso, 
Wo have, & 

(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
BU Hl, COLLEN, 
A. O. TREVOR, 
€. M. RIVAZ 
‘TY. RALEIGH. 
EB. PG. LAW, 





Sir A. Hardinge to Foreign Office. (Received November 28.) 


My dear Farnall, Bencombe, Xo 27,19 
T RETURN the papors about Seyyid Ali-bin-Saliny, § (Hecate ae 
My own opinion is that all three would be less miselievousat Zavelbue than at M 
and that as Seyyid Feysul is evineing a more friendly temper, and a greater atenal ees 
Catt cae aes we might well oblige him in this matter, ia 
he Sultan. (of Zanzibar) views. sho eases of these three meu rather diffe 
would have no objection whatever to see Hilal back, ani emanate Be 
wished; but Mathews would probably ask that any expenses incidental to seul, 
sliould be borne by the Imperial, distinct from the Zanzibar, Government. ‘ple 
ox is ot quite correct in thinking that Hilal was a political “ détenu” duriog the latter 
ptt of his recent residence at Zanzibar or that the Sultan was under any obligation to 
restrain his movements. Once his deportation, first at Aden und then at Mo tae 
terminated, he was no longer eyen under supervision, and he once went to the an 
coast, [think with a view of trying to get German protection, which, however, L warned 


hhim we should not recognize in our territories. I told him, however, that I should, as an 
Imperial rather than as a Zanzibar, interest, oppose his going to Muscat, unless our 
authorities there and the Sultan saw no objection to it, and he took advantage of my. 
absence from Zanzibar to ive ine the slip. This was the only restraint on his liberty of 
Zetion which was ever intimated to him, for I told him he might go to Bombay, or to 
‘Mecca, or settle on the German coast if he liked, warning him that whatever papers he got 
elsewhere, he would be regarded, if ever be came hack to Zanzibar, as under our jurisdiction 
T think he ought to be p 1 for going to Oman without getting formal leave from the 
Sultan, and for preachin yd it his arrest does not entail too much trouble, 
he might be sent back to 7 custody and thence for warded to Mombasa or 
Kismayu for internment. anaibar Government would de 0 paying for his 
journey or residence in Ei 
As regards Abdul Aziz, both the Sultan and Mathews are averse to seeing him back 
until the French jurisdi is got rid of, as, claiming as he does exterritorial rights, which. 
the French Consil, though at present very conciliatory: jre’sonally, might think himself 
Pound to support, they could not without a possible, conflict with the French Consulate 
interfere with him if he tried to make mischief locally, But I think that if they were 
assured that we Would thoroughly support them in treating hin as a Zanzibar Subject, 
notwithstandip the French aight say, and even if he entered the einployment 
¥ nan, they would withday their opposition. —T 
would probably wish for this assurance in writing, so that 
pse of time, or a change of persons at the 
gotta, 
ith the Sultan, neither 1 nor Mathews 
out seeing Seyyid Ali 
Tiving any Me belovigs vathier to 
the Museat than to the African br tion by 
I Tocus standi at, Zanzibar 1 aid to me 
was that he hoped iy successor wwould support. t 
son for this iy ce Hess the Sultan's 
soit (th Hated boy) to the thron ery might Uy to 
purty favourable to himselt among the fs a much purer Arab than the 
ad bos), and might even enlist the sympathies ov support of a new British Agents My 
for instavee, the consent of the other Princes who st i 1 the Sultan anid bis son in 
cession were asked to-a deerce making the latter Heir Apparent, Seyyid Ali 
might instigate them to oppose it, or got the Cudis to. say’ ie was again Sheria, 1 don't 
think he would asa matter of fact, or that if he did, he would sueceed 5 but the Sultan 
naturally wishes to remove every obstacle, howev' , tothe realization of bis pct 
phan for bis son, ond this I believe, inore thas anger at Seyyid Alls veditious language, was 
son of pretext for his banishment. At present the Sultan gives him a swt ullossanes 
to live at Muscat, and | believe the understanding is that in the event of his leaving Musea 
Ghere le ean he watched by: the Sultan's friends) the allowance will be stopped. But I th 
Cave or Eliot might. properly represent to the Sultan that Seyyid Feysul would prefer tat 
Seyyid Ali should reside elsewhere than at Muscat amd suggest that the allowance shu 
Decontinued to him on condition of his living somewhere else, say Bombay or Meera. 
doubt the advantage of Muscat from the Sultan's point of view is that Seyyid Abi bei 
"Arab ean live there ebeager than he could, say, in India or at Megea, and that it he 
Wate moved elsewhere he would probably say that he was exited,” and ask for more pay 
To enable him to live; and the question would then arise, would the Government of Ladin 
in order to help both Soyyid Feysul and our interests in Muscat, be prepared to give ino 
fire hundred rupces a year moreto five elsewhere than in Musent. If this eould be done, 
T think the matter could be settled, 
Yours very truly, 
(Signed) ARLIIER HL, HARDINGE, 


PS.—I think, now recall iy various interviews with Hilal, that, ab one of then he 
“ii he wished to uo to Muscat to. make friends with the Sultan, and wsked for money and 
it for thi 1 told hi ve him any money, but 

“Aman 

to 


A. Hd, 








No, 180. 
Admiralty to Fortign Office —(Receiced November 98.) 


(Confidential) 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) H. J. VAN SITART NEALE, 


Tnclosure in No. 150, 
Liewtenent-Commaniler Hill to Rea’-Admiral Day H. Bosanquet, 


Sir, Redbreast,” at Bussorah, October 13, 19 
T HAVE the honour to report that the store-ship “Drome” lett 

yesterday for Koweit with th 

uf intention t 


5 Consul seems 
rent stress tipon, sviis only regeivend 4 fw low . pally sailed ; i 

rom what Lean gathut, it was only decided late the ore. ‘Consider 

maportunt, [ xepor to yout, this Adini 
Musoat. by tiles % 
3. 1 Chad known about Ko we days pruvinusly, T should have deemed it 
visible ty have gone down the rivet, and he then bere her, but, under the 
oes, | thought i unwise todo sy, a6 L-eould not sot there first, and any 
Hiei might he constried into a easo of espionag 
A, The Consul, however, infirnied the Politieal Re 1 plenty 
ni, iF he considered it necessary, tos Royal Tndian marin 


Lave 
Captain Martel, espectall ‘inw tho first fow days of 
rived tion Bagdad, i Majesty's) Consu ible te 
yoni to attang cial visits, 
awe that on his passe from Bushire hs 
went on to talk about the dhow question, 
frailelysowival that hie was convinced chat the nativ «the opportunity 
iieit traffic undo the French oy, but that of eousse they: would never attempt te 
so in the poosenen of a Brenel: ni 1 then asked hin what his opinion was 
ti tlhe ne as he fe 
strongly on rs mangements should be 
ins Vi the real nationality of 
native caf hy menus of inspecting thei ny thenselves that they 
corresponded with, the flay law. 

7, Hisides of doing this would be for the ship to baila dhow, and then senda boat 
alongside unarmed, illyg OC ty be allowed to look « ors. 
pointedl out tht th rocedlune 

it ee having ind thw wssperionee: itv boat eraisinyg. did : 

Fe might be nevessnny thir bony to. ho dhoxy away: from her ship, 
would by very risky thy allow her to go alongside except immed. and this might be 
trded by poople who Knew nothing wbout thy circumstances, iuto a ease of arned 


ot (lion dvoppeat, r < y 
8, My opinion of the" Drome’” visit to the Gulf is that the French Government 
taking the opportunity of the arrangements made about kunding coal at Muscat, hus 


2m 


Sent in command of her a most able and diplomatic officer (as any one who has had the 
pleasure of meeting Captain Martel will agree), 

Thelieve he has been ordered to show the flag in all places in the Gulf and to 

wand the dhow question, One important fot I elicited from him was 

iews did not entirely coincide with those off the French Consul at Muscat, 

ly ou the dhow question, and I would not. be surprised to heat that one of the 

outcomes of his eruise will be ‘the more frequent visits of French men-of-war to the 

Gulf than hus hitherto been the case, giving out. as the teason that dhows flying the 

French flag require constant supervision. 
L have, &e, 
(Signed) MAROUS R. HILL, 





No, 181, 
Initia Office to Foveign Office —(Received November 28.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seerotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by dixcetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards hiorowith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy ofa telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 27th instant, regarding tho Suri dhows question, 


India Office, Noveniier 27, 1900, 
Inclosure in No, 181, 
Lovd G. Hamilton to Governient of Indiv 
India Office, November 27, 1900. 
le occasion to remind French Government of 
idle of dhow overs to their papers of protection and 10 Yeu\edy 
buses, and cf axsutaines given by Mf, Cambon that future papers would 


But Love Lonsitowne siuks thing we lave no, foete stenal for claim to 
take part in the investigation, 





No, 182, 


Intelligence Division lo Foreign Office.—(Receivod November 2.) 


THE Director of Mi Tntelligence presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Affairs, and begs fo forward the attached note 


concerning the German action 


18, Queen Anne's Gate, S.Way 
November 28, 1900, 


Sea for his information. 


Tnelosure in No, 182. 
Memorandum, 


WITH reference to the German intention of acquiring a coaling-station in the 
Red Sea, “Die Woche,” of the 24th November, 190), in an’ article on German naval 
development, ives a map of tie Red 8 ing de position of Barsan Island, and 
referring to the neeessity of aequiving eoaling-stations and harbours for refitting, 
says — on F fs 

“It is eae news that negotiations are in progress with ‘Turl 


fi 
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handing over of Fursan Island as n coaling-station, Tt is the largest of a gronp of 
islands situated on the east of the Red Sea, near the Arabian coast, about a quarter 
of the way from the Straits of Babelmandeb to the Sinai peninsala. The po 
the island is excellent so iong as the Suez Canal route is open.” 
(Signed) 
November 27, 1900. 





India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received November 30.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign A thins, and, by dit i forwards 
herewith, foy the information of the Secretaly of State, copy o e Political 
Residentat Aden, dated the 10th November, and inclosure, regarding » German eoal-store 
‘on an island in the Red Sea, 


Indin Office, November 29, 1900. 


Inclosure in No, 18:5, 


Particulars reynrding the acquisition of Farsan by the Germin Government, furnished by a 
respectable nitive at Hodeida, an employe of a well-known locul firm at den, 


(No. 17) Aden Residency, November 10, 1900. 
ABOUT two months ago steam-ship ” the command ot i 
Karapouf, came from Lisbon to Camara, ing_un Arab pilot 
Farsan ; und taking a wrong couse and intentionally going in the shallow water, was 
grounded there, The captain then asked for the port officer (o send some boats to lighten 
the ship, but he would not do so until he had orders from the superior authorities. Under 
the circumstances the eaptain of his own accord landed about 5:) tous of coal in the ship's 
ont and took: it ashore at Farsin, and kept aboard saying, “it belongs to the German 
Government,” there; and proe but before proceeding he presented a 
sold watch sind ating to the Resident, and gave hiins to unvferstand that he will return from 
Camaean within fy 


id ull thexe circumstances to the Vali (ie., GovernorGeneral) 


ed to the Commodore at Hodcids to inquire about it at Camara 
‘Phe Cowmodore accordingly inqui captain the cause of bis woing to Farsan, and 
how he went ont of the course, and asked bim that, us the German and the Park: 
friendly terns with each other, why he should act like that and land the coal of 
accord, and at the same tine told him to take the coal back on board, which the captain 
reed incl asked pari 
ins to lanl six of his lascars who were ill, Nhe Cominodore wired to the Vali of Sana 

asking permission to keop them in the hospital at Caxaran, to which he received an 
tinswer saying that they should be lauded only if the captain gave him in weiting 
that they were landed being ill, to which the eaptain declined and kept them aboard. 

‘Phe captain sent two code tessages to the Berlin Admiralty 

‘The Vali telegraphed to Coustautinople and received orders fim the Sultan that the 
coal should be ordered! to be taken on board, ifnot, to be confiscated. 

When the Commodore intimated this message to the captain, the exp 
coal where it was, sailed and anchored near Jabel ‘Ter, where she was seen by the 
steamer which called ere about aw sionth ago. to take the troops; then the steasbip 
“Mare” ayain went to Farsin, but this tue she landed hier boot in front and took 
soundings, and thence proceeded to Cumarans 

‘After three days the Vali received « tolegram from Constantinople that, as the ‘Turks 
and the Germans are on friendly toxins, every facility should be given to the Germans, 
and at once  depOt to accommodate about 5,000 tons coal was ordered to be built at 
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Comal Island, about 6 inilesoff Farsan, It is called “Turskhana” where a Turkish flag 

is put up, aud a small zun-boat kept, and where all the German men-of-war will now. coat. 

"Another telezram was received ut the Coomah Island to extend the depdt, so as to 

0,000 tons coal. 

it once sent from here an Engiacer, the Commodore, the Municipal 

Foner, ands mason, and plans and estimates were ordered to be taken and shown 

Goveruor at Hodcida; all these men returned here on the 20th October after 
completing their work. 

a ie Alia splinients to the Secretary, Political and Secret Department, 
iia Office, London. 

ae ed) . Ee PENTON, Brigadier-Ceneval, 
Political Resident, Aden. 


copy of abovs fuss beon seut to the Government of Bombay. 





Mr. Spring-Rice to the M Yovember 30.) 


(iegesphie:) Pr: ‘Toran, November 30, 1900. 
THE Shah is most gratoful to the Quoen for the expression of her friendship and 
Kindnioss transinitted in your Lordship's telegram No, 60, Tlis Majesty hopes that 
hen he next oes to Europe he may have the pleasure of visiting the Queen, and 
thus make up for the disappointment of thi His Majesty also hopes that when 
Sir A. Haninge has rweovercd his health he will come to ‘Tehrm, and that the 
ndly relations between the two countries will be strengtivened by his presence. 





No, 186. 
Telegram communicated by the Turkish Ambassador, December 3, 1900. 


TE Vali du Yémen télégeaphie que les Cheiks de Lehndj et de Havachib 
marchont sur les villages dépendant de ‘Taz & Ia téte do 300 soldats, qui leur sont 
tnvoyés d’Aden, et de 2,000 hommes des tribus des neuf cantons, et quiils sont aussi 
pourvus de deux canons envoyés également (Aden. f 

Nos autorités ont été invitées h aviser aux dispositions ndecssaines pout repousser 
cotte agression. i ” i 

Je mven. crois pas moins devoir pier votre Excellence de faire des démarches 
pressantes ct de Ta manidre qu‘elle jugera Ta plus convenable auprés duu Gouvernement 
Britannique pour obtenir Venyoi int aux autorités d’Aden Pordye entégorique 
Twat prestrivant de stabstenir de préter an dits Cheiks len assistance, 

Vous voudlrez bien me faire connattre au plus t6t le marches. 





No. 186. 
Foreign Office to Inilin Office. 


Sir, srelgn Offien, December 3, 1900. 
1 AAT direoted by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transinit. to you, to be laid 
before Lord George Hamilton, the accompanying copy of 
‘nmuinieated by the Turkish Ambassador® tolative to 


* So. 185, 





4 


Sheikhs of Lahoj and Tavachib azainst the villages of Taay, supported by tn 

MAD eed by DEANE ee 
Tam to request that you will move I 

to whether there is any foundation 





Mr. de Bunsen to the Marjucss of Lansilorne—(Received Decersher 4.) 


(Xo, 420, Conttdenta 

My Lord, Constontivople, November 3 

MR’ BLOCK has been confidentially informed nt ee woe ira 

negotiation between the German Embassy and the Subli of 

the proposed eoaling station on an island in the Farsa 
rangement by which Germany i+ to supply the 

which it will bo stored, the whole establishnucat te 


Group has now resulted in 
i Turkoy the build 

nis uniter the Ottoman f 

Thiave, &e. 





No. 168. 


Imperial Bank of Persit b Korein Office. (Receives? December 4,) 


Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to 
Certain correspondence which has 
Bank of Per 
=in one 


y of State, 
f the fenperial 
sin, evant postal al oth robber 
f h hus caused the Bank much loss, 
ve Dot " Huard woutd solicit that iustractions he 
fet 0 insist on the nnwoiats sattenent of these lain, and of 
for 1,500 tomans robbed about the 1th October fast, feow the posta enge : 
for 30h fous last, feom the postal messenger between 
emptory demand he wade and an immediate settlement. be insisted 
rd do uot anticipate payment, wel the difficulty and danger of postal and 
ting will continually increase, The Board would b 
net Inthe ce of the robbery of & Russian sabject on the same road as that 
on Which ony messenger wis killed, immediate payment was made Gover 
the detnand of the Russian authorities. pe AES ED 
The total winount of the Bank's claim, 
1,625 krans, recovered. in Shiraz, is 124,10 
per £, 2183h Gy. 2 


ith interest. to date, deducting the sum of 
10 Kransyor at the exchange of 50 krans 


Thave, Se. 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, Manager. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 188, 


Mr. Rubino to Sir M. Durand. 
Sir, In Hank of Te " i 
hee wperial Lank of Persia, Tehran, February 17, 1900, 
WE regret to have to be obliged ty trouble your Execlleney again imi 
the Persian Governtnent for ‘estitution of the equivalent of 9,500 roubles, stolen trom 
four messenger, who wis muicered hy the jobbers while travelling from Mesied to Mery 
We lieg to draw your Exeelleney’s attention fo the inclosed Memorandum uf ous 
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case, giving an account of the fruitless endeavours we have constantly made to recover the 
money from his Highness Rukn-ed-Dowlel, Governor-General of Khorassan, 
We now beg to be permittted to phice the matter in your Exceliency’s hands, and 
have, &e. 
(Signed) J, RABINO, Chief Manager. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 188: 


Memorandum respecting the Murder of Brink Messenger Verdi, carrying 9,500 roubles from 
Meshed to Mere, and Robbery of Money. 


ABOUT the middle of June 1898 our Meshed branch dispatched, in charge of their 
messenger, naned Verdi, the sum of 9,500 roubles in notes to Merv. 

‘About 7 farsakhs from Meshed, the messenger was attacked by a party of robbers, 
shot, and the rouble notes were taken from the body. 

‘Our Manager in Meshed immediately placed the tnatter in the hands of the British 
Consulate-General, but as Verdi was a Russian subject, the Russian Consul-General also 
took the matter up. 

‘The Karguzar, or Foreign Oflice Agent in Meshed, on being referred to, stated that 
the Governor-General of Khorassian, his Dowleh, was being pressed to 
refund the Bank for the loss sustained, b hness took the matter lightly 
ana said the murder was nothing unusual, and fe had often been obliged to pay for such 
outrages before. 

ul practice the amount was insured in London under our 

terests of the underwriters we of conse cliim refond from 

the Persian Government. The rule of the Persian Government is that the local Governor 
has to meet such elaims. 

We wore quite prepared for the unavoidable delay attending all such claims in 
Persia, but nearly two years having elapsed since the robbery of our moucy, we think it 
time that n settlement should be insisted upon. 

We have ourselves on. vurious occasions applied to the authorities here to bring 
pressure to bear on the Go of Khorasan for a settlement, nud immediately after 
he event a very strons order wa raphed by the Sade Azam (Amineed-Dowleh) to 
Meshed insisting; that immediate steps should be taken and a report sent for His finperta 
Majesty the Shah, who hud personally taken up the matter. 

Later on, in Febroary 183 | Foreign Offico Delegate, named Mirza Baba 
Khan, was sent to Meshed by the a armed with peremptory © 
‘Sadr Azam to the Governor, and with instractions to personally attend 10 <ettle 
claim, 

"These steps, we are sorry to say, lave ¢0 far proved entirely fruithess.. ‘he Rukn- 
Dowlel took little the Sidr Azain's orders and Mirza Buba Khan, who is stil in 

‘ested, has been powerless to further our interests, 
+75 Consul-Genral in Khorsssan bos taken much trouble in. the matter, 
and we refer ye Jofonel Temple's di itch No, 57 of the 26th August, 1898, which 
deals folly with the subject, but we understand that the murdered man beinze a Russian 
‘subject, and the Russian Causal boing therefore also interested, the claim is rendered more 
difficult to press. 

‘At the same time we may mention, a8 a precedent, that not, long before Verdi's 
murder an Armenian merchant ond Russian subject sent a sum of ronbles. by anotier 
man who was robbed, init in whose case the Governor had to pay without, demurring, 
hor does it appear that the thieves were caught. ‘The robbery occurred on the sme 


“The Governor still repeats the former assuronce—that the claim will be paid when 
the murderers are eausht and the money taken from them 

No doubt it is bis duty to catch and punish the erin inals in the 
but this does not satisfy the claim of the bank for restitution of the amoney stol 
four messenger while travelling on the high roads of the Rukn-ci-Dowleb's province, 
the safety of which he is responsible. 


Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, 
Februcry 17, 1900, 
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Tn continuation of ou 
extract from our Meshed Manager's 
last 


near whi took plies, and lie learnt, from what he believed to be a reliable 
souree, that the Rul had received from the offending districts as much as 
10,000 tomans—nearly double the amount claimed by us.” 

Telran, February 19, 1900. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 188. 


Mr, Rabino to Sir M, Durand, 


‘ f Tehran, Wedruary 22, 1900, 
WE beg to inclose herewith Memorandum of our claims on the Persian Gor 


for robbery of specie in transit, and should be greatly obliged if your Excellency would 
Kindly press for a settlement of the sam 


‘The reason we ave troubling your Excellency with these matters is that it has been 


oflicially pointed out to us that el ‘of this nature should be made through the 
Legation. 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 188. 


EMENT of Claim on the Government for the Robber 


of Specie in transit in Persi 
‘on March 20, 1900, 





Krins, 
1. Mee 2, 1807 hoe Asta of 
bees Ole 25)000°00 
Tcehent sy Mai, SUB days at 13 per eente | 6,816°65 
$92, 1H88'| 4. Meshal mibbery of 9, 
ae : 50,587 °60 
Intetent 030 dag wt 12 por eens 

H, Opt. 29, 1800) | ye tobbeey near Shiraz of postal remittance to| 
Bho sees} 10,000°00 
est, M4 days at 12 per cont td 8 


Tos,002-05 





1, ‘The first clainy of 25,000 lerains, pos 6,81 aus interest to the 20th March. 
‘one which has long been outstanding, the robbery having occurred on the 


Our Tabreer branch omitted by caravan a sum of 15,000 is to Astara, to be 


hipped from there to Baku, but near Astara the caravan was robbed and the above sum 
taken, 


‘Our Tabreez office has again and 
as in the ease of the Meshed claim, with un 

2. Ihe particulars of (his vyblicry. were plyceit fully before you in our Memorandum 
of the 17tH instant, 

‘3. OF the reniittance by post ol 1,600 tomans, jusured by the Post Office, the sum of 
1,000 tonans way stolen while fh transit betweeu Shiraz and Bushire. 

Phe Post Office, i ceply to our pressing claims for a settlement, hase repeatedly 
ofened us to the Persian Government, who, they say, are responsible in the matter. 

Imperial Bank of Persiv, Tehran, 

February 22, 1900, 


aijan, but, 
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Inclosute 5 in No. 188. 


Sravenenr of Claim as on December 1, 1900. 





robliery near Astara of T 
“Tobreee OFfee 


Bok, westeetentc9 50,587*50) 
Antevest, 2 years and’ 162 daye at 1 
oe eas 14,8550) 


29,1800 | robbery tar 

Ne Bushire 10,000 +00 
Tororo | 3ear and 
oe 1,080 


Oct, 15, 1990...) robbery near Rohrood and Sol postal remit- 
tase to Fspakan Ha 15,000.00) 
Interest, a7 days at 12 per 28180 


| Leas pat of sim recorred in Shree 





Tuclosure 6 in No, 188. 
Mr. Rabino to Mr. Spring-Rice. 


Tehran, March 14, 1900. 
REFERRING to ovr letter of the 22nd February to Sir Mortimer Durand, inclosing 
statement of our claiins on the Government for robbery of specie in transit’ in Persia, we 
fora you that we have received advice from our Shiraz branch that, 1,625 Kran 
(new coin) has been recovered from the postal authorities agninst the robbery which took 
place on the 29th October, 1899, near Shiraz, of 10,000 krans postal remittance to 
Bushire. 


SS 
Inclosure 7 in No. 188. 


Extract from a Leller reecived by the Imperial Bank of Persia, London, from their Chief 
Office in Teliran, dated November 1, 1900. 


TysvRANCE. 
Remithrace to Ispuhan, October 


‘VHE Post Office at Ispahan arlvise our office at that place that our postal remittance 
of the Lith October of 94 ns was Iooted between Kohrood and Soll, and that 


4 with the Post Office here in connection with this matter, and 
‘a claim feoyn tho underwriters for 3001, 
roy sour wuidanoe, this remittance was insured by wire on the 18th. ultimo for 
1,800!” 








No. 139, 
Inilia Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December &.) 


THE Ui etary of State for India presents bis compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Georze Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosur ernie 

's letter, dated the Sth November last, regarding pearl fisheries 


requested that these papers, which are sent in original, may be returned to this 
when done with, 


India Office, December 4, 1900, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 189. 
Lietenant-Colonel Kemball to Governisent of Iudin. 


Sir, Bushire, October 8, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to of the Government of India, that 
in July Inst the Residency Agent of the Amis Coxst informed me that Ratansi Parshotam, 
a Hindoo. trader resi at Musea representative in a boat with two 
divers aud a diving apparatus, and had requested Sh Khalifa, Chief of 
Abu Dhabi, to permit them to dive for jwarls at the p 
jurisdiction, 
* — Thave since ascertained from the Resideney Agent that Sheikh Zaid has granted the 
permission asked for, and Ratinsi’s men hive engozed a member of the Beni Yas tribe for 
150 dollars to conduet then to the peusl-boul. 

Thnve, &e. 
(Signed G. A, KEMBALL, 
Oficiusiny Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Tnelostire 2 in No. 189, 


Gorernment of Indi to Lieutenant-Cotonet Kemball, 

Confidential.) 

Sir, Simla, November 7, 1900. 
LAM directed to acknowledge th: receipt of your letter, dated the Sth October last, 

reporting that one R Parshotam has. received from’ the of Abu. Dihabi 

permission to dive for pearls at the pearl-bunk which is situated within the Chief's 


subject. 1am 

accordingly to remind you that, as fur buck as 1873, one of your predecessors expressed* 
the opinion thit none of the Chicls or Sheiklis on the Arab Coast have “the wish, 
the i power to make Concessions concerning the pearl fisheries.” This 
subject was discussed in the Svcret despatelt ftom the Gover ‘of India to 
the Secretary of State for ludia, dated the 2nd Juae, 1890, and again in their 
hg dated the Sth June, 1894. Moreover, in March of the present 

grant$_ by Government. of a 

exis for pearl Gshing in the Persian Gulf, the Govern- 

i oF India addressed the Secretary of State in. the following terms adhere to 

cw tiken by the Government of India, in 1800 and in 1894, troduction 
ropean enterprise into the Persian Gult pearl fisheries is likely to give rise 


+ Letter from the Actin Politisl Resident i the Persian Gulf to the Government of India, dated October 4, 


forwarded 10 the Political Tesident, dated June 2, 1890; ride also papers forwanled, dated 
15, 1890, 
{Copy forwanled to the Political Resident, fated June 8, 1894; wide also papers forwarded, dated 
August 7, 189%. 
"EY Vide eorespondence ening with Lieiterant-Calonel Meats (ter, dated March , 1900, and the rapece 
forwarded to you, dated June 2 aul September 3, 1890, 
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to international complications, and difficulties in regard to the peace of the Gulf, and an 
intimation might, we think, be conveyed to the Persian Government that Her Majesty's 
Government, in the absence of precise information regarding the exact nature and limits 
of the Concession, must declare their inability to recognize any contract which 
would have the effect of interfering with the rights exercised by Chiefs under British 
protection.” 

3, In the above cireumstances, it seems to the Government of India that the per- 
mission granted to Ratansi Parshotam might, if itis allowed to pass unnoticed, prove an 
embarrassing precedent. 1 am to request you to take the matter into consideration, 
and to report, at an early date, what action, + appears to you to be necessary or 
advisable. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) -H, DALY, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of Tudia. 


————— 


No. 190, 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received December 5, 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India. presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Governnent of Indin Foreign Secretary's letters, dated the Sth’ and 15th November, 
regarding Muscat affairs, 

Tt is requested that the paper, which is sont in original, may be returned to this 
Office when done with. 


India Office, December 4, 1900. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 190, 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


Bushire, October 18, 1900. 
LHAVE the honour to invite a reference to the Confidential letter, dated the 
29th September list, to my address from Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political 
Agent at Muscat (copy of which, Captain Cox informs me, lias been forwarded direct to 
you) on the subject of Sniyid Ali-bin-Salim and Abdul Aziz-bin-Ruwabi, who, having 
been deported from Zanzibar, are now residing in Muscat, 
2. With roxard to Saiyid Ali-bin-Salim, it will be seen that His Highness the Sultan 


‘of Muscat, in October 1899, expressed his desire that he should be allowed to leave 
Muscat, but that the Consular authorities at Zanzibar did not approve of the suggestion, 
J have the honour to forward, for your information, copies of the correspondence 
Yrbich passed at that time on the subject, which it appears have not been forwarded 

you. 
3. It would, in my opinion, be advisable that both these persons should leave Muscat, 


and I trust that the Gi 


ernment of India may be pleased to address Her Majesty's 
Government on the subjec 


Inclosure 2 in No, 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Muscat, October 17, 1899. 
LHAVE the honour to forward translation of a letter which I have received from 
is Highness the Sultan of Muscat, and to inquire whether you can see your way to 
forward it to the Zanzibar political authorities. 


4 
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T understand that Saiyid Ali, the person in question, is a burden upon His 

Suiyid Feysal, who has to grant him an allowance, and therefore wishes to get rid of 

‘as far as Saiyid Ali-bin-Salim is concerned, his conduct since he came to Muscat has not 
been such as could be taken exception to. 


OO 
Inclosure 8 in No, 190. 


Purport of « Letter from His Highness the Sultan of Muscat, to the Political Agent at 
Muscat, dated 3rd Jemad-el-Thani, 1317 (October 9, 1899). 


(After compliments.) ; 

WE: inform you that our brother Ali-bin-Salim-bin-Thweynee, with whom the 
Government of Zanzibar has been displeased, was some time ago banished from Zanzibar. 
It is now one and a-half years singe he reached here without his id children. 

He wishes 10 return to Zanzibar to sce his wife and children; we hope that you will 
kindly ask, through the Agent of the Government at Zanzibar, of our brother, Hamood- 
bin-Muhajinad, permission for him to return to Zanzibar, Our trust in you is great. 

this is what was necessary for us to write, May you remain safer than you are, and 
salam, 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 190. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Consul-Generat Cave. 


Bushire, October 30, 1899. 

[HAVE the honour to forward, for such action as you may deem expedient to take, 
4 translation of Totter aldeesed by the Sultan of Muscat tothe Politial Agent and Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul there, on the subject of Saiyid Ali-bin-Salim-bin-Thweynee, an 
exile from Zanzibar. 

2, Nhe Political Agent informs me that the Sultan considers Saiyid Alia burden upon 
hin, as he has to grant him an allowance, and therefore wishes to get rid of him. T 
understand that Saiyid Ali's conduct since he came to Muscat has not been such as could 
bo taken exception to, 


Inclosure 5 in No, 190. 
Consul-Geneal Care to Lirutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


Zanzibar, December 5, 1899. 

[HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th October 
last with respect to a desire expressed by the Sultan of Muscat that Saiyid Ati-bin- 
SalimebinePhweynee, now in exile in His Highness’ dori Ve allowed to return to 
Zanzibar. 

T regtet that T cannot advise the Sultan of Zanzibar to accede to Saiyidl Feysal’s 
request. Ali-bin-Salim attempted on several occasions to make mischiet between the 
Sultan and some of his prineipal adherents, and. finally did his best to promiote a quarrel 
between His Highness and bis brother, Salyid Khaled-bin-Muhammad; when the Sultan 
‘vas ill, Alicbin-Satim created some excitement by spreading a rumour that His Highness 
‘was lead, and, when summoned to appear at the Palace, sought the protection of the 
German Consulate. For political reasons, therefore, as well as in deference to the 
Sultan's strongly expressed views on the subject, I should be very unwilling to press for 
Sniyid_ Ali's return, 

The Sultan of Muscat ean hardly complain of the Ali's maintenance in 
view of the fict that several of the rebels deported by His Highness ure supported here by 
the bounty of the Sultan of Zanzibar. 


2i1 


Inclosure 6 in No. 190. 
Lietenant-Colonel Kemball to Goverament of India, 


(Confidential.) Bushire, October 28, 1900, 

IN continuation of the corresponence ending with my letter, dated the 13th July 
last, on thie subject of Hilal-bin-Amr, el-Harthi, Uhave the honour to forward herewith, 
for the information of the Government of India, copy of a letter, daved the 18th instant 
vith inelosure), addressed to me by Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, 
Muscat. 


Tuclosure 7 in No, 190. 
Captain Cox to Liewtenunt-Cotonel Kembalt 


(Confidential) Muscat, October 18, 1900. 

WITH reference to paragraph 4 of my letter, dated the 20th June, to your address, on 
the subject of Hila-bin-Amr, el-Harthi, I have the honour to forward, for your 
information and communication to Government, the translated purport of a letter received 
hy His Highness the Sultan from Sheikh Bsa-bin-Saleh, el-Harthi, son of Sheikh Sale 

d the rebellion and attack on Museat in 1895, and died in 
on his son. 

2, Tn this communication may undoubtedly be seen the hand of Hilal-bin-Amr, who, 
moreover, since his return from Zanzibar to the interior, is said to have been in regular 
‘cominunication with the French Consulate, as also has Esa-bin-Saleh. 

News from the Sharkiyeh recvived to-lay is to the effect that Fsa-bin-Saleh is now 
visiting the Beni Ruwaheh, the tribe to which Abdul Aziz, the French Consul’s 
Dragoman, belongs, i n have obvious reasons for creating: 
disaffection inthe interior against the Sultan, at the present juncture, especially i 
connection with the slave question, and there hus been no departure either on my 
part, or on that of the Sultan, from the usual procedure regulating the manumission 
of slaves, to account, of itself, for the prosent threat on the part of the Hartht Sheikh, 


Tnclosure 8 in No. 190. 


Translated purport of a Letter received by His Highness the Sultan from Sheikh 
Esa-bin-Saleh, of the Harthi Tribe, dated October 1900. 


Warning.—Know that there will not be a negro left among us at this rate; they will 
all abscond as far as we can see. We cannot exist under such a state of things. The 
Christians give freedom to the slaves of Moslems and there is no relief from them (the 
Christians). For a long time past persons have been frequently coming to us and asking 
Us to assert ourselves in this matter, but we fear that our doing so might bring calamity 
‘on ourselves and upon you. We bronght the subject to your notice a considerable time 
ago, but the replies we have received have not been such as to satisfy slave owners. 
Accordingly, we inform you now that, ifthe present state of things continues, you must 
not blame us for anything untoward that happens to them (the Christians) at the hands of 
the ignorant, 

We have not the patience to adopt an attitude of abject indifference in regard to a 
matter in which both our religion and our worldly interests are concerned, and as the 
Almighty wills, so will it happen. tis incumbent upon me then to warn you clearly as to 
‘what is passing here, and we look to you in this matter. Consider it therefore. 

We expect a reply from you on this important question and salam. 





The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Spring-Rice. 
(No, 61,) 
(elegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, December 5, 1900. 

YOU are authorized, as suggested in your Commercial telegram of the rd instant, 
to make a representation to the Sadr-Azam respecting the neglect by the Persian 
Government of British claims, and to point out to him that their prompt satisfaction 
is necessary. 

A request has been received from the Imperial Bank that you may be instructed to 
urge the immediate settlement of the claims mentioned in their letter to you of the 
1th March and previous ecrrespondence with Sir M. Durand, 

When speaking to the Sadr-Azam, you will no doubt include these claims among those 
which you will mention to hit 


No, 192, 
Foreign Office to Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 6, 1900. 

WII reference to your lettors of the 2nd Mareh and 16th October last, Tam 
rected by the Marquess of Lansdowne to inform you that he has heen in communica- 
tion with the Secretary of State for India and with the Lonls Commissioners of Her 
Majesty's Treasury in'regard to your upplication for the continuance of the subyention 
for your service on the Karun I 

Lord G, Hamilton is not prepared to make any furthor contribution towards the 
subsidy out of Indian funds after this year, but a sum not exceeding 1,001, will be 
paid to you from Imperial funds towards any doficit which may appear during the 
calendat year 1901 on the working of the servi 

Lam, &o, 
(Signed) ‘T, H. SANDERSON. 





No. 193, 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received December 7.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India piesents his compliments to the Under- 
ils i to 


Scorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Governor of Bombay, dated the oth December, regarding @ Turkish complaint 
respecting actions of the Sheilhs of Labej and * Hayachib. 


India Office, December 6, 1900. 


Inclosure in No, 193, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Governor of Bombay. 


(teegeaphie: India Office, December 6, 1900. 
TURKISH Ambassador complains that Labiej and Haushabi Chiefs have invaded 
‘tain territory with 300 soldiers and two guns from Aden ani 2,000 tribesmen, Is 
there any foundation for this complaint? “Inform India, 
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No. 194, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received December 10.) 
(No. 87. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, November 14, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that M. Naus has. shown’ me copy 
of a communication he has addressed to the Sadr Azam on the subject ofa reform of the 
customs, 

In this report he states that he hopes to raise the receipts from the customs to 
2,000,000 tomans (400,000h), which, after payment of the debt-churge to the Rix 
Bank, will leave 1,300,000 tomans (260,001) for the free use of the Persian Governm 
4 sum in excess of that derived from the customs under the farming system. 

M. Naus proceeds to point out that the present system is anomalous, On the 
one hand, foreign trade, without distinction of the articlos of commerce, is. subject on 
export and import to an ad valorem duty of 5 per cent. ; on the other, trade in Persian 
hands pays duty at a rate varying from 2 per cent. to 4 per cent, This variation is 
undoubtedly due to the firming system under whi the interest of the person 
farming one customs district to lower the rate of duty in order to attract trade to the 
trade route under his special jurisdiction, 

Atth fie, trade in Persian hands was subject to many and various internal 
charges which resulted in a considerable advantage to Toreign traders, who were exempt 
from these burd 

‘Taking the entire charges borne by Persian traders together, M. Nans had arrived 
at the conclusion that the foreign trader was an a distinctly better position than the 

et, and he oalled the serious attention of the Sadr Agim to this unnatural 
state of things. 

In onder to remedy it he proposed the following reform :— 

1. All import and export duties to be levied at the uniforin rate of & por cent, 
ad valorem, whatever bo the origin of the goods or the nationality of the trader, 

2, All internal changes to bo suppressed with the single exception of the.“ rahdari, 
which should be fixed at the uniform rate of 22 shakis per mulesoad of 40. imans ; 
payment to be made at the port of ingress or egress. 

‘This charge to be mice not on merchandize but on the muleteers conveying it. 
The roads, he maintains, belong to the Persian , who are responsible for the 
safoty of the merchandize, and are justified in lovying « contribution on persons using 
the roads for r 

3, When this u in is applied to all persons trading in Persia, whether 
foreign or native, the Shah's Government is urged to take steps for the m ion of 
the Commercial clause of the Treaty of 1 ntchai in order to. substitute a specifi 
Tariff for the ad valorem Tariff now , and to suppress the duty on exports except 
wheat and opium, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No. 195, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 10.) 


(No. 98. Commercial, Confidential.) 
Tehran, November 14, 1900. 
had some conversation with M, Naus on the subject of the proposal tor 
jon of the Turcomantchai Treaty. 
that he hopes to abolish export duties, with the exception of those on grain 
and opium, up.an import Tariff partly spocific and partly ad valorem, which 
will make good to the Persian what it loses by the abolition of the export 
duties, He assures me that, it will be impossible, with the best will in the world, to 
draw up a Tusiff which will inuriously affect tho interests of any ofthe counts 
present competing on an equal footing, His reasons for this statement 
(1) that distance is one of the chiet items in the cost of goods, and that Russia hus alread 
made importation vik the north of non-Russian goods practically impossible ; (2) that, 
in the case - Russian and Western Europe trade the articles imported are either entirely 
[isso 31 








ald 


ilar, eg., petroleum, or so much alike (e.g, cotton goods), as to make a Tariff 
distinction impossible except with such elaborate machinery a» Persia cannot hope to 
dispose of, 

Pits idea isto diate pa Tatil in which expensive goods. would be charged 
ad valorem and cheaper goods according to weight and quality. He hopes to obtain 
permission to communicate to the Diplomatic Corps the figures of exports and imports 
Which have been collected for the first two quarters of this y 

Until these figures are in our hands it will be difficult. to draw up a useful state- 
ment as to the nature of the Russian import as compared with that from Western 
Europe and India, I may, however, remark that it is a striking fact that in the 
Resht bazaar cheap English cotton goods are sold in considerable quantities, and 

‘a is stated, the Russian Government. will be shortly obliged to suspend their 
bounty systein it will be extremely dificult for Russia to compete with the English 
products, 

Bn With regard to the question of the “'rahdari” it might be ndvisable to give the 
assent of Her Majesty's Government: to. its imposition, or at any rate to acquiesce in it 

guarantee is given (1) that it does not exceed 22 shakis per mule-load ; (2) that it 
is chiurged once for all at the port of ingr not in proportion to the distance 
traversed, ‘The imposition is not a heavy one (54) GO lhs.), and should we 
rofiive to admit it, the Persian Government might r ability in the 
case of rowl robberies. Further reasons for neq ight be found in the danger of 
insisting on too favonrable a treatment of European merchants as compared with Persian 
tradors, and in the advisability of doing what we can to assist the one serious attempt at 
refhrin which the Persian Government has recently made, namely, the organization of the 
customs, 

With reference to General Gordon’s suggestion on the subject of the Ahwaz 
Khoromabad road, it might ke worth while to consider whether Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, on behalf of our mere t not consent to the imposition wf an increased 
ocal * rahilati’” in return for a guarantee for the safety of the goods passing on the 
rou, [t would, of course, be necessity that the “rahiari® should be paid, through 
the Customs, directly into the hands of a European officer charged with the surveillance 
of the roud, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECEL SPRING-RICE. 





No, 196, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Satisbury.—(Received December 10.) 


(No.115) 
My Lord, Tehran, November 14, 1900, 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 71 of the 2nd October, 1 have 
the honour to inclose 4 Memorandum on the subject of the communications respecting 
the Nusiri Janding-place contained in the archives of this Legation, 

Tt would! appear from these records that the Mouin-ul-Tujor was granted a 
Concession rather vaguely worded, Which he, no doubt, ws he informed Messrs. Lynch 
personally, rexarded as giving the exclusive right to charge landing tolls at Ahwaz. He 
does no ‘appear to have fulfilled the conditions speeified in the Concession 

\ling-place is certainly not suited for the purpose contemplated. Subsequently 
Messrs, Lynch desired to obta'n an estal ‘own for the parpose of lane’ 
ods, To this the Shah objected as likely to entail a similar request on the 
hovt of the Russians in the north, but he promised that facilities would be afforded by 
jan subjects for the objects required. An arrangement was accordingly anived at 
with the Nizam-es-Sultanch, then Governor of Arabistan, the object of which (as far as 
the British opplicant was concerned) was clearly to obtain landing and storing rights for 
Messrs, Lynch, But it was immediately apparent that the Persians desired to cut off 
Messis, Lynch from access to the water, and direct pressure trom the Legation was 
necessary before the Sade Azam consented to insert a clanse in the Agreement by which 
an open’ space in front of the ground leaked to Messrs. Lynch was to be kept free and 
unbuilt on. But bis Highness, who himself drew up this clause, wis carefal to say 


© Sending copien of Uuphraten ang Tigris Company's of August 27 and September 8 and 25, 1900. 
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nothing about landing rights, and the Nawab who conducted the negotiations was 
convineed that it was useless to attempt to secure a more definite statement, 

As soon as Messrs, Lynch began to use the vacant space in front of their 
establishment to land their goods (which they were forced to do by want of accommodation 
at the Mouin’s wharf), the Persian authorities raised objections, which, owing to the 
intervention of the Nizam-es-Sultanch, appear to have been dropped, For three years 
Mess Lynch landed goods af thei own extabishmest, paying vo landing dues 40 the 
Mouin, but carrying these goods some 800 yards to the Mouin’s tramway which connects 
Ahwaz with Shuster. In this interval the Mouin appears to have been’ in disgrace, but 
having regained favour at ‘Tehran he was able to secure renewed pressure on Messrs, 
Lynch to force them to use his wharf, whieh, accordiug to authentic reports, wos 
unsuitable and dangerous, 

Her Majesty's Legation energetically protested, and citing the terms of the Mouin’s 
Concession and Messrs, Lynch's Agreement with the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, deinanded a 
formal inquiry by @ European Agent, ‘This inquiry the Persian Government was 
apparently rehictant to face, and so far no further action has been taken in the matters 
Your Lordship will observe from the inclosed copies of notes addressed to the Persian 
Government the nature of the arguments urged on this oceasion, 

No doubt on the Sadr Azam’s return the Mouin-ul-Tujar, who has been in 
attendance on His Highness in Europe, will renew his efforts to make his supposed rights 
ood. 

Een stot suggestions were inade by this Legation to the Foreign Office to the 
general effect that in view of the claims of the Mouin-ul-Tujar, and to set the matter 
completely at rest, Messrs, Lynch should make certain concessions to the Persian 
Government, e.g. allow them facilities for the construction of a wharf and the erection of 
a Custom-house, whereby the attempted monopoly by the Mouin-ul-Tajar could be 
effectually destroyed. Such concessions would be, with Messts, Lynch's consent (whi 
is necessary under their Agreement), more reulily obtained through the Nizan-es- 
Sultaneh, 

‘Dhe question will probably come up in another form when the Persian Government 
takes over the Karun customs into its direct control, It will then be necessary to deal 
with M. Naus, who will no doubt obtamn as favourable conditions as possible for the 
Persian Government. On the other hond, it is not likely that he will attempt any 
measure not justified by the ordinary practice of civilised nations, and negotiations with 
him will he conducted under the ordinary conditions, and with’ a lively. seuse of the 
necessity of encouraging trade. 

I gather that it is his desire to take over the landing-places on the Karun into his 
direct control, to construct a custom-house ut Nasiri, and to organize a system under 
which goods should be examined at Mohammerah without, however, landing more than a 
specimen bale of each line of goods imported, according to the system followed on the 

and Tigris, With regard to landing charges, these cannot de levied under the 
‘Treaty without the consent of Her Majesty's Government, which has already. consented to 
the special toll of 4}. per ton of cargo carried on the Karun, 

Before, however, new Regulations can be enforced, the Persian Government will have 
to take over the direct control of the Mohaminerah customs, which will itself raise so 
many questions that the whole matter will no doubt receive the careful consideration of 
Her Majesty's Goverament. 

is not necessary that 1 should add that nothing which has been done 
by this Legation in its negotiations with the Persian Government has invalidated the 
claiuis of Messrs. Lynch. ‘The conditional and verbal agreement that landing dues should 
be nade for two months pending inquiry, as a deposit, to be repaid if the statements 
made as to the Mouin's landing-place were not, proved, especially as it never came ixto 
force, caunot be quoted as affecting the question of right, The private and unollicial 
communication to the Nizam-cs-Sultaneh was in the sense of the previous communication 
which had been successful, and the suggestion made to him, through Mr, Wood, that, for 
an additional sum of money, he should obtain the right to construct a landing whuel with 
connection with the tramway, is in conformity with the terms of the Agreewent, And, 
moreover, he can carry out no additioval works without the written consent of 
Messrs. Lynch, 

In Messrs, Lynch's own interest it is desirable, as pointed out by Sir H, Wolff, in 
his despateh No, 249 of the 25th December, 188%, to avoid exciting the suspicions of the 
Persian Government by asking, on behall’ of Messrs. Lynch, for what “the former 
consider an exceptional position.” Now, as then, “they are upprelensive of this fir 
beilg put forward by Her Majesty's Government to establish an influence on the Kurun 
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inconsistent with the Shuh's sovereignty,” and it would therefore seem advisable, if 
possible, to settle such difficulties as may arise by amicable arrangement, aud, while 
safeguarding British rights, to lay especial stress rather on the general interests of trader 
and the danger of allowing any sort of monopoly, than on the particular privileges of au 
English Company, especially in view of your Loriship’s very definite statement of policy 
at the time of the opening of the river to navigation, 

Should, however, such a conciliatory attitude fail in bringing about a general and 
favourable settlement of pending questions on the Karun, the case on whieh we should 
base our claims would appear to be:— 

1, ‘That no charges beyond the 5 per cent, ean be levied, 

2, That the Persian Government has promised to collect daties on guods whereve, 
landed, 

3, That Messrs, Lynch have leased a bonded warehouse at N 
the Persian Government, 
and the river, 

4, ‘That the Mouin-ul-Tojar's 
to Messrs, Lynch's warehouse, 

5. That, consequently, Messrs, Lynch have a right to use the vacant space secured 
to them for access to their property ; that the Persian Government niust collect duty wt 
the place of landing, and that no charge ean be levied beyond the 9 per cent, duty. 

Lhave accordingly communicated to M. Navs a map of the Nasiri lundi 
soundings, and a Memorandum pointing out the objections to allowing the Nasici 
Company to possess exclusive landing rights, 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


with the eonsent of 
\d that no buildings may be erected between this warehouse 


wharf does not provide the necessary facilities for access 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 196. 
Memorandum, 


IN 1889 a Concession was given {0 the Mahed-ul-Tujar, of Bushire, for a tramway 
and quays at Ahwaz, on the Karun 

Article 2 of this Gor siri Company shall construct a 
quay including « carayanserni and shops i ut numbers at the Bender Nasiti, so 
that vessels shill be able to anchor alongside the quay in order to permit the landing of 
passengers with ease and comfort, and as a compensation for the expense of constructing 
the «juay, the merchandize, no matter where it originates from, shall pay, per bale, a toll of 
100 dinats, aud for other loads, 1 shabi per haltsload ; pilgrims are excepted.” 

In clause 3 of Article 3 it is stipulated that after two years from the construction of 
the quays a payment shall be made to the Government on account of the tolls taken at 
the quays, At the end of Article 5 it is stipulated that the Company is prohibited from 
selling or trinsferring this Concession to foreigners, 

his Concession was described by the Shah to Her M 


Legation as.a Concession 
to private enterprise. 


‘The Nasiti Compary: proceeded under the Concession to construct a tramway from 
Ahwaz to Shuster, which is now in use. 

For the convenience of foreign trade ond at the instance or Messrs. Lynch, the 
Amin-es-Sultaneh issued instructions to the Governor of Arabistan, that customs dues 
should be collected, 

Wherever the goods were tanded this regulation gave rise to violent opposition on the 
part of the local anthorities. and the Persian Government desired to cancel it, but on renewed 
tepresentations from Her Majesty’s Legation the Sadr-Azam instructed the Governor of 
Arabistan to continue to collect duties on the goods wherever landed. 

‘An orrangement was agreed to after some negotiation by which the following scale of 
tolls should be levied in the Karun ;— 

Vessels on entering the river to be liable, if laden, to a toll of 1 kran per ton: if empty, 
to hult 

On the return journey, if laden, to 1 kran on actual tonnage carried. 

Mess. Lynch, in view of the great difficulties attending the landing and storage of 
goods, requested that they should be allowed to rent a plot of ground at Ahwaz, on which 
they could construct warchonses. ‘The Shab, however, refused this request on the grounds 
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that.a similar request made by the Russians for a Jease of land at Enzeli for ware- 
houses had been refused. “The Company,” said His Majesty, * must give plans for as 
many warehouses, buildings, and places as they require, and the Persian Government will 
have them constructed at Ahwaz and let to them.” 

In 1894 an agreement was arrived at between Messrs. Lyiich’s agent at Bushire and 
the Deputy Governor acting for the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, for the construction of storehouses 
at Ahwaz. By this Agreement the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, then Governor of Arabistan, was 
to provide the land and money necessary for the coustruction. On the expense incurred 
the Company was to pay 15 per cent. ‘This Agreement was to be ratified by the Sadr-Azam 
and the British Chargé d’Affaires. 

‘The original Agreement was sent up to Tehran for signature by Her Majesty's 
Chargé d'Affaires and the Sadr-Azam, A note was appended to it by the Sadr-Azam to 
the effect that the lease would hold good for ten years after the date when Messrs, Lynch 
‘came into occupation, and that the Company after that date could renew the lease on the 
‘same terms. 

‘When, however, the agent of the Company, according to agreement, took steps to 
choose the plot of land, the Persian agent insisted on the limits being thrown back some 
way from the river. Subsequently, the Agent of the Mouin-ul-Tujar (Manager of the 
Nasir Company) threw down the boundary marks towards the river, and: expressed his 
intention of building wharves in front of the plot of ground and built’a boundary wall on 
the land assigned to Messrs. Lynch, Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires represented to the 
Sudr-Azam that the main object of the Ioan was to give Messrs, Lynch access to the 
river. 

The Sadr-Azam sent instructions to. the local Governor directing him to prevent the 
Mouin-ul-Tujar from interfering with the piece of land * which he said forms a part of the 
land granted to the Nizam-es-Sultaneh by the Peisian Governnient.” 

In conmunication with the Nizam-es-Sultanch (who was present in Tehran) a 
note was drafted by the Sndr-Azam to provide against w repetition of such incidents, and 
added, at Mr, Greene's suggestion, to the original Agreement. ‘This note is to the effect 
that “on the piece of land leading from the buildings to the bank of the river which is 
now level (i¢,, not built over) neither the owner, the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, not Messrs. Lynch, 
hor any other person shall have the right to erect buildings. ‘This’ piece of land must 
remain level from the frontage of the building to the edge of the river, Should Messrs. 
Lynch find it necessary to construct a building or to make any alteration on that piece of 
land, they must inform the Nizancs-Sultanelt who himself should, in accordance with the 
wishes of Messrs. Lynch, take steps in the matte 

‘The agent of Messrs. Lynch's Company wrote on the 1th August, with reference to 
this clause, that the terms of it do not clearly lay down “that this frontage is to be at all 
times iree to us right down to the water's edge,” but ine adds that “he takes it to be 
understood that this isthe case.” 

In a previous letter of the 5th April, 1894 (ia Colonel Wilson's No, 83 of the 11th 
April), the Agent, Mr. Taylor, had written that it was necessary to obtain definite 
assurances from the Persian Government that “we” (the Company) “shall always. be 
allowed to use this blank piece of land for loading and discharging free of charge, that 

ler no pretext whatever will anybody else be permitted to monopolize this blauk space 
in such a way as to cut us off from the river.” 

It will be seen, by reference to the clause added by the Sadr-Azam, that there is no 
definite provision allowing the Company to “load and discharge free of ebarge.”* 
Mr. Greene, agreeing with Colonel Wilson, thought it was undesirable 10 approach the 

‘adr-Azam again on the subject with a view to further verbal stipulations, und ** thought it 
would be wiser for Messts, Lynch to trust to Her Majesty's. Gevernimert to prevent any 
sible difficulties which may arise rather than to imply a doubt on the good fuith and 
friendly intentions of the Persian Government,” His sction and suggestions were approved 
by the Foreign Office (No. 136 of the 18th October). 

In May 1895 Messrs. Lynch’s steamer, the steam-ship “Malamir,” came to Ahwaz, 
and was unable to come alongside the Mouin's wharf owing to a ship of the Nasici 
Company occupying all the available room. ‘The “Malamir” accordingly unlouded 
opposite Messrs. Lynch's new premises on the vacant space reserved by the Agreement, 
The Karguzar ininediately protested on the ground that no ship could lund. goods except 
at the Mouin’s wharf. Messrs, Lynch's Agent. pointed out that the Mouin's Concession (in 
which there was nothing to show that it conveyed exclusive rights), gave the Nasiri 
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Company the right to impose landing charges on certain conditions which were not 
fulfilled ; that the place was inconvenient: the accommodation insufficient, and that the 
Mouin-ul-Tujar refused all responsibility for goods landed at his wharf, 

Sw H. Durand referred the matter through the Nawab to the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, 
who returned a satisiuetory answer, promising his assistance in the matter, and giving his 
word that he would not allow the Mouin-ul-Tujar to do anything injurious to the commer- 
cial interests of Messrs, Lynch, 

For three years the authorities appear to have aequieseed in Messrs. Lynch lending 
their merchandize at the vacant space opposite their establishment, but in June 1899 the 
Karguzar of Mohammerah was instructed to support the Mouin-ul-T'ujar’s claim for sole 
landing nights. 

‘This claim was the less justified as the Mouin, contrary to the terms of his Co 
cession, had let part of the space occupied by him to Messrs, Hotz, Hamilton, and Co., 
so that the accommodation provided was more crampel than before, According to a 
report from Mr. Gaskin, who proceeded from Bushire to Mahommerah, it was dangerous 
for Messrs. Lynch's “Malamir” to land at the Mouin’s wharf, and impossible for 
their “Blowse” Lynch.” ‘the Company were thus forced to land at their own 
establishinent, whereby they escaped the payment of dues, but had to incur some 
expense for the transport of merchandize (300 or,400 yards) to the Mouin-ul-Tujar’s 
tramway, 

Tn Apsl 1900. tho Minister. for Foreign “AMuey faformed Hor Majesty's Chargé 
d'Affures that the Mouin’s wharf was the Government wharf and that all goods must 
Janie th 

Negotiations were commenced on this subject, in the middle of which the Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh informed Her Majesty's Leyation that orders had been actually sent to prevent the 
Company landing goods opposite their own establishment. 

A tiote was addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs informing him that the 
Persian Government would be held responsible for the consequences of any action taken 
on. these orders; and in the course of an interview between Her Majesty's Chargé 
dAflnires, M. Naus, and the Mushireed-Dowleh it was ageeed that a Customs oficial 
should be sent to investigate the facts of the case, and that in the meantime, pending 
inquiry, a provisional payment should be made to the Bushire Custom-house, on deposit, 
equivalent to the landing dues claimed by the Mouin-el“Tujar. 

No avers were, however, sent to the Customs authori 
and the money was accordingly not paid. 

Renewed represe he Persian Foreign Office in which it was 
pointed out that the Mo Vujar, even if he had the monopoly of lauding rights 
(which did not appear in his Concession), was granted the right of imposing dues in 
Yoturn for building certain works which he'had not eonstructed—that he had violated his 
Concession by leasing part of his land to a foreign Company ; that it was impossible for 
one of Lynch's ships to land there at all, and dangerous for the other; that Lynch had 

n granted a lease of a piece of Land with free access to the river with the knowledge of 
the Persian Government ; that the Persian Government had, after correspondence with the 
British Legation, arranged that the customs duties should be collected on goods where 
Janded ; that the Mouin-ul-'ujar had refused to be responsible tor goods landed at his 
wharf; and that there was absolutely no ground for describing the Mouin's wharf as a 
“Government wharf” whieh, besides being contrary to the express terms of the Shah's 
own communication, was not justified by any of the ordinary signs and requisites of a 
Government Custom-house. 

Atthe same time, following the precedent of 1808, a private communication was 

nade to the Nizani-es-Sultanch, through Her Majesty’s Consul at Tabreez, reminding 

him of his former promise, and warning him against the proceedings of the Mouin-ul- 
Vujars 

Novenber 14, 1900, 


to send an official to inquire, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 196. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
Tehran, June 1, 1900. 
1 HAVE had the honour to have had several conversations with your Excellency 
on the subject of the Mouin-ul-Tujar’s wharf at Nasiri. 
Your Excellency informed me that this wharf was the Government wharf, and that 
all goods must be landed there for Customs examination, 


In reply, Linformed your Excellency that the Persian Government had ordered the 
Customs examination to take place at Nasiri; that Messrs. Lynch Brothers had at first 
maile use of the wharf of the Mouin-ul-Tujar, but that finding no proper aceominodation 
had been provided at the wharf, they hired another and more convenient spot close by 
with the knowledge of the Persian Government, and that they constructed on thiy spot a 
suitable establishment, with “ambars ” and other accommodation, 

I pointed out to your Exceliency that the Persian Goverament would, in point of 
equity, be responsible for the expenditure incurred by Messrs. Lynch Brothers, should, by 

nn of the Persian Government, this expenditure be rendered useless. 

Your Excellency informed me, in reply, that the Mouin-ul-Tujar would make the 
necessary pecuniary arrangements direct with the Comp 

Thave since been informed that no such arrangement has yet been made; that the 
wharf of the Mouin-ul-Tujar is so badly situated that the captain of Messrs Lynch 
Brothers’ steamer refuses to be responsible for the eafety of the ship if he has to laud his 
goods there, 

Under these circumstances I have the honour to suggest to your Excellency that it 
would be desirable, until the arrangement of which your Excellency spoke has been made, 
that Messrs, Lynch Brothers’ steamers should continue to use their own wharf, At the 
same time, I have to point out that if the Persian Government insist on the steamers 
Janding their goods at a place where landing is difficult and dangerous, and where 
accommodation is insufficient, they will be rendering themselves liable (or ‘a claim, not 
only for the amount of money spent by the Company (with the knowledge of the Persian 
Governi‘ent) on their own wharf, but also for loss end delay, consequent on the use of a 
wharf which is not suitable for the purpose of commerce. 


(Signed) ©. A. SPRING-RICB, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 196, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Your Excellency Tehrany June 18, 1900, 
WITH reference to the conversation whieb I had the honour of having with you 
concerning the difficulties encountered by Messrs, Lynch Brothers at the port of Nasiti, 
T beg to transmit herewith copies:— 
1, OF the Concession granted to the Mouin-ul-Tujar for the construction of the quay 
at Nasir, 
2. Of the arrangements arrived 
Messrs, Lynch for the eo 
8. OF the Sadr-Aza 


by his Excellency the Nizam-es-Sultanen and 
‘uction of their establishment at Nasi 


th 
the Mouin 


two months, during which period Messrs. Lynch shall have the right to make use of the 
quay and storehouses, which they have coustrueted for landing aud storing goods, with 
the sole condition that they deposit with the Bushire Custom-house a sum equal in 
amount to the sum which they would have paid, under the Mouin-ul-Tujar's Concession, 
il they bad made use of his quay. 

Thave already, a» T promised, eent telegraphic instructionn to this eect to Her 
Majeny’s Consul-General at Bushire. 

L would be obliged if your Excellency would have the kindness to send a similar 
telegram to the Karguzar, and to transmit to me a copy of this telegram as soon as you 
have sent it. 

T have also the honour to request that, in accordance with our verbal agreement, 
M, Naus should be instructed to take immediate steps for instituting an inquiry into the 
subject in dispute. 

(Signed) ©, A, SPRING-RICE, 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 196. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


Your Excellency, Tehran, July 2, 1900, 

SINCE writing my last note on the subject of the wharf at Nasiri, I have received 
information from the Marquis of Salisbury which makes it necessary that should make 
a further communication on the subject. 

Your Excellency stated to the Karguzar, in your telegram, that according to regulations, 
no commercial firm has a right to bring their vessel to their own office, without coming 
ist to the Government wharf, ‘They must, according to the rule, bring their goods to the 
wharf made by the Movin-aleTujar, 

From. this it is to be understood that the wharf of the Mouin-ul-Tujar is a Govern- 
ment wharf, 

I fear that your Excellency has been misinformed on this subject. T have the honour 
to point out:— 

1. That the late Shah spoke of the Mouin’s undertaking as “ private.’ 

2. That the Mouin-ul-Tyjar, having broken the terms of his Concession, as Thave 
proved to you, cannot have any claim on the Government, 

3. That if the wharf were a Government wharf, as your Excellency says, it should, 
according to the rules of civilized nations, have Government officials stationed there, who 
Will receive the eargo, grant proper receipts for it, and be responsible for its delivery and 
sife-keeping. 

here are no such officials at the Mouin-ul-Tojar's wharf, and he refuses to be 

sponsible for the safety of goods landed there. On the other hand, at the Nizam-es- 
Sultanch's wharf, which is close by, Lynch Brothers have “ambars’” (store-rooms), e,, 
which they have built with the consent of the Sadr-Azam, and where the Customs 
examination can and does take place in safety. ‘They do offer, and have offered, every 
guarantee for the proper examination of the goods. 

Tn tho gracious frnd6 of the late Shah, sad in the speech wade by Lord sbury in 
lis Majesty's presence in London, stress was laid upon the opening of the Karun to the 
trade of the world as a most important event, showing to the world at large that His 
Majesty was the friend of progress and the protector of trade. 

Susldenly, in the course of negotiations which were taking place, your Excellency has 

en orders that the English Company should land its goods at a place where their ships 
cannot approach the land without danger, and where the Government has made no 
provision whatever for the proper custody of such goods, nor taken any of those measures, 
such as are universally taken by nitions, where the Government of @ country possesses a 
wharl and a bonded warehouse 

Your Excellency took this step in the interest of a private Company, and to the 

iment of Persian and European commerce, and your Excelleney stated that the reason 
of this step was that the private whaef was a Government wharf, while, ax I have shown, 
there is no proof or sign that this is the case 

T suggested that a Customs official should be sent to the spot to inquire as to the 
facts, No orders to this effect have been sent, 

Under these circumstances, I must protest most strongly against the action which has 
een taken, und 1 must request in the most urgent manner that no alteration be 
tmade in the arrangements as followed for the last year at Nasiri, and thut the whole matter 
be held over until the Shah's return, 

And I hereby notify to your Excellency that the Persian Goverament will be held 
responnible for any loss reulting to. Messrs. Lynch Brothers in consayuence of your 
Excellency’s etio 

In urging upon your Excellency what precedes, Her Majesty’s Legation is not 
suctuated merely by thé desire to defend the ff a private English Company. 1 
appeal to the welickniown patriotism, in order that it might vot be thought that your 
Excellency and the Government of Persia were attempting by indirect means to neutralize 
the great act of the lute Shah, which opened one of the doors of his kingdom to universal 
commerce. 1 write to your Excellency in the interests of the general opening and 
prosperity of the country, whieh we, like vour Excellency, have at heart. 

In Lord Sulishury’s words, AM that we desire is those acquisitions which are 
achieved by industry and by enterprise, and which carry a common reward not to one 
nation, but to-all nations of the world.” 

(Signed) C. A, SPRING-RICE. 





No, 197. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 10.) 


(No. 116.) 
My Loni, ‘Tehran, November 15, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Shah is on his way té Tehran, 
where he is expected to arrive before the end of this month. ‘The Rossian Minister and 
General Kossakowsky will arrive at Tehran this week, 

‘The bazaars are fall of ramours of Petitions to be presented to the Shah against 
foreign interference and the misrule of the Governor of Tehran, of di 
Shiraz, and of the impending fill of the Sadr-Azatn, 

‘The general impression seems to be that the negotiations for a new loan and for the 
appointment of additional Russian officers have fallen to th ground. A few Belgian 
officials are, however, on their way, who will be employed in the Post and Finanee 
Departments, 

‘The Belgian Customs Aduinisteation has failed in an attempt to secure control of the 

f ports which reinain in the hands of local farmers, and this failure is a. bad 
augury for the success of the impending attempt to dispossess h Khazal of 
Mahotwmerah, 

Tt appears unlitcely that such an attempt can be made without bringing about serious 
disorders, the results of whieh may be far-reaching, 

‘The ayming of the southern tribes appears 10 be continuing with the connivance, tor 
easons of personal profit, of Persian officials, who have also for similar reasons renewed 
the probibition of the export of grain from the south. 

A seizure of arms has been made at Bushire by the Belgian Custonis officals, who are 

enforcing the law. 


‘aus has sounded me as to whother the Customs Administration could acquire 


sivall steamers for the Customs serview, ey,, on the Karun and along the 


Whether or no the Persian Government will invite the co-operation of Rex Majesty's 
Government in extending the sphere of the new Customs organization, it appears as 
(without the co-operation of a foreign Power) they will experience great difficulty in ov 
sting system. 
all accounts that reach this Legation, it appears that the general dis- 
organization of the Government is exciting widespread discontent, which takes the apprently. 
‘opposite forms of protesting against foreign interference and a readiness to ecept foreign 
domination as the only possible remedy, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL, SPRING-RICE, 





No. 18, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received December 10.) 


(No. 119, Confidential ) 


My Lord, . Tehran, November 18, 1900. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
occurring in Persia, 


CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Inelosure in No, 108, 
Monthly Summary of News, ending November 15, 1900. 


Tehran.—An unusval amount of rain has fallen since the Ist November, which should 

have a beneficial effect on the prices of foodstuffs, and. reduce the price of bread, which at 

present ishoth dear and bad. His Imperial Majesty the Shab is travelling, it is said, by 

double stages towards the capital, where he is expected to arrive on or about the 28th 

instant. Bazaar rumours are in circulation that there has been an émeute at tspahan, 
ftess | sani 





in the course of which his Imperiil Hishnes an was wounded and Prince 
Dabija, the Russian Consul, killed. ‘These rumours are entirely unfounded, as Ispahan 
is roported as extremely quiet. 

‘here are further ramours that the Shah on his arrival hore is to be deposed, and one 
of his sons placed on the ‘Throne. 

‘The Russian Minister, M. Argyropoulo, and General Kossakoyski, the Commandant 
of the Persian Cossack Brigade, will arrive here shortly 5 e been delayed some 
time owing to the rouzh weather at Enzelli, which rendered theielanding impossiile, Itis 
reported that, their steamer had twice to put back to Baku, 

‘Mhe troops in camp east of the town are undergoi greatest discomforts owing 
to the heavy rains. Outof the 6,000 supposed to be under eanvas there are some 1,900 
in the camp, the remainder ha shelter in the town, the example heing 
set them by their officers: and a surprise visit to the 
camp, and found that said nothing The eanp 
is to be kept up until the Shah's retun 

Heavy snow bas fallen on the mountains, and th 
Mazinderan will shortly be closed for the winter months 

Ispahan.—Twenty-tive Persian Cossacks with three Persian officers have arrived in 
Ispahun, but 10 Russinn officer as was rumoured. 

Al kinds of explanations ave given by the people to account for tl 
have come to tuke the Zil-es-Sultan to ‘Pebran ; to kee 
‘The better class of Persian ascribe it to ine ssiun influence iu Persia. 

‘Whe Mullahs are quiet and seem afratd constantly speaks of Persia as having 
been sold to Russia; they say also that they fave heart that the 
several Europeans for einployment in the Revenue, Posts, Customs, 5 

sing any desire to oppose the reforms, Above all, they dread the progress of the 
Russians. 

It is rumoured in Ixpahan that his Imperial Hightoss the Zilees-Sultan will be sent 
for to Tehran, and that his place will be taken by one of the Shali’s sons. 

‘The Ispahan Customs are now under the charge of an Arivenian firm, the former 
Customs Master hiaving boen reeallee to Teliran tor his misbehaviour and troublesome 
consluict. 


ses leailing into Ghilan and 


Robberies and burglaries are iow worse than ever, and little seems to be done by the 

own Governor to pit i stop to this state of things. | Foodstutf prices are normal, and 
suicl crops ais there are at this time of year flourishing. 

Shiraz—'he usual petty robberies nnd. thieving are somewhat worse than’ at 

Olive times of the year, the wandering tribes being on the move to their winter quarters, 

Meotings are being held by the Mullahs and Seyids ; they discuss and highly disap f 


te spreud of Russian judluenee, It is reported in Shiraz that a party of Russians has 

proceeded from Bushire to Ahram to survey « road to Shiraz vid Piruzabad. Another 

party hus gone in the direction of Bander Nase: 
Bushive—A French man-ot-war, the * Drome,"” 

ila. Att 

and th 


rived here, saluting the Persian 
of visits between the Cuptain 


1 from his expedition azainst the 
bject of which was the punishment of the men who fired on the British 
y, und, if possible, to make a prisoner of one Ali Khan, who is wanted for two or 

ers iu which he was concerned some time azo. 

M. Sitnais, the Belgian Director of Customs, has been visiting the ports of Bander 
Dilum and Bander Rig. "He travelled in the Persiow steam-shi "Phere i 
possibility of trouble at the latter place, to the inhabitants of which the Customs reforms 
‘ure very: Dnaceeptable, 

Résht, —Whe Acting Consiil at Resht furnishes the following information :— 

“TL ill uo doubt interest you to. hear that the Russians emnot compete with 
Manchester in the supply of white shictings, im spite of their proximity and facilities of 
transport. Mauchester supplies Mazanderan and Ghilan with white 
shirtings The goods travel vid Bombay, Bagdad, and Hamadan, or 


afiay took place here between Persian and Russian subjects, resulting 
jn the death of two Persians, ‘The latter were men of bad character, and ‘doubtless 
attacked the Russians, who were the worse for drink. 

‘The Mohandisul-Mamalik, who was sent to investigate the alleged discovery of 
huaplithe springs, has returned with a very favourable report. ‘The sings are said fo ba 
very rich, 


Mr, Della Gana, a British subject, engaged by the Shah as veterinary surgeon, passed 
through Resht. He was in charge of a consignment of four horses for His Tmperial 
Majesty's stable. The horses were Hungarians, 

Tebreez—Beyoud the arrival of the Shah nothing of any importance has occurred. 
All the available transport has been seized for His Imperial Majesty's journey. Her 
Britannic Majesty's Consul-Geueral niet the Shah one stage out, and accompanied! him the 
same distance on his departur 

Meshed.—News-writers report the movement of small numbers of Cossacks and 

mitry at Askabad. They are apparently only reliefs, as the figures of arrivals and 
departures almost ci 

‘The railway re-aligned, It is apparently liable to being 
damaged by wn of Meshed Is reported as being in rather a disturbed 
condition. at Meshed has telegraplied to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh at Tebran 


gine that they ar 

es are now springing up in the Khorassan districts where they had ceased 
to exist, owing to the Turkoman raids, especially in Bakharz and Jain,” Twenty 
Persians found in Russian territory have been handed over to the Kargozar, they not being 
provided with passports. ‘The Persian doctor ordered to proceed to Herat has been stopped 
on the Afghan frontier at Kaffir Kaleh, 

A Russian Cossack who, was travelling in company with sonre 1h Cossacks 
on the road between Tarbat-iHuidari and Pul-i-Khatun was attacked by robber 
wounded. ‘The robbers were under the impression that the Cossacks were 
treasure, 

‘There is a rumour that the Governor-General of Meshed and the Guardian of the 
‘Shrine will both be removed from their offiecs on the return of the Shah to ebrat, 

Seistan—Major Treach still continues to report the spread of British influence in the 
Nasratabad district. An attack made on the camp of Bolan Khao, an Afghan hor 
dealer, doing business at Quetta, has been arranged, and. the offenders promptly beaten by 
the Governor. 

Major ‘Trench states that he is of opinion that there would be a good market in 
Scistun for leather goods from India, He is also endeavouring to get Indian sugar 
introduced in place of that from Marseilles, 

(Signed), C, V. SCHNEIDER, Captain, Military Attaché, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Leyation, Tehran, 





No. 1%, 
Mr. de Bunsen to tho Mariurss of Lansdowne.—(Received December 10.) 


(No. 109, Confidential.; 
My Lond, Constantinople, November 2%, 1900. 
WIPE refer » my despatch No. 879, Confidential, of the 3rd instant, £ have 
the hionour to transmit copy of a despateh toceived from Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Jeddals on the subject of the supposed German coaling-station in the Rarsin group of 
islands, 
Mr, Dovey's information agrees substantially with that already furnished by Her 
Majesty's Embassy. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) ‘M. DE BUNSEN. 


Inclosure in No, 199, 


Consul Devey to Mr. de Bunsen, 
(No. 95. Confidlential,) 
Sir, Jeddah, November 1, 1900. 

L HAVE the honour to re of your despatch of the 1th ultimo, 
‘and {o state that though Thad heard some mention of the German Government being 
on the look-out fora coul-store in the Red Sea several (perhaps eight or ten) weeks 
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, C took it to be such a wild story, and so unlikely, as to be not worthy of 
credence, 
However, Lam now fully informed that such is the ease,and believe the following 
facts occurred :— 
‘A coal-transport, apparently an ordinary German eargo-steamer, named “ Marie,” 
sed the Suez Canal about the beginning Of September, nominally bound for China; 
tead of passing by Pevim, was next heard of as having been surveying or 
ling about the Farsan Islands in over sixty spots likely to aiford harbourage, of 
which Kumh Iskind was finally selected in a bay ealled Tibta, on the west side of the 
Farsan Island, 
Here the ship began discharging her coal, but before many tons liad been put 
the Turkish Miudir of the district intervened, forbidding further disembarkation 
1 the coal landed to be confiscated. ‘Che ship then sailed for 
the nearest place for communication by telegraph, ‘The Vali of Yemen, 
pol reporting tlie circumstanees to the Porte, receiveil authorization to permit of the 
coal discharging, a and where desired by the German vessel; the ten tons or so of 
coal confiscated was restored, and ollicers Were sent specially from Hodeida to supervise 
the disembarkation under theTurkish flag. I believe the * Marie wasin at Massowah, 
having, finished her business om or about the 15th Octo! 
Not annatusally some criticism has passed round local gossip in. the Red Sea to 
fleet that the Sultan has sold (* lea would be an equivalent) part of his 
nd, so far as 


from Perim left to-day for 

this ship has spent. the 
it is not unlikely that she was ly sent 
to aseorta parts'on the subject of this so-called * coal-store 
oceupation;”” however, Ido not think that the inetlent will prove more than a 
nine-days-wonder in. these parts, the more so as it has taken place at a qu °. Still 


‘eyory sich matter (L mean such tales as of last year's Italian threats at Hodeida or of 
some potty tribes near Aden having bes: is ion and hoisted the fi 


‘hyo years or s0 ago) alfords new o¢ anaticism, and for 
those of disaffecteil classes, who continue to arrive as hanished in small numbers from 
Constantinople to these parts, for further abusing the Sultan. 
Thave, &e. 
G. P. DEVEY. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 11.) 


‘HE Under-Secretary of State for fudia presents his compliments to the Under 

of State for Foreign Affaits, and, by dircetion of Lord George Hamilton, 

forwards lovewith, fe information of the Secretary of State, of inclosure in 

Goyernment of India Foreign Secretary's Leiter, dated the 22nd November, regarding 
the attack on the British Resideney at Bushi 


Indie Office, December 10, 1900. 


Tnclosure in No. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kembatl to Government of India. 


: Bushire, November 3, 1900. 
IN continvation of my letter, dated the Srd September last, on the subject of the 
outrage committed on thé British Residency at Sabzabad on the night of the 20th 
August, I lave the honour to report that die result of the inquiry instituted by his 
Uxcelleney the Darya Hegi, the Governor of Bushiro, satisfied his Excellency that th 
‘outrage was the work of certain persons belonging to the ‘Tangistani tribe, who were 


instigated to commit the outrage by the Nazem-ut-Tujar, a merchant of Bushire, of a 
notoriously intriguing disposition. Acting under instructions from his Government 
Excellency collected a large force of tribal levies, and with these and a 
bazes, or Persian : © or four guns, he moved out of 
Bushiro on the 21st September. His operations appear to have been attended with a 
certain amount of success, and his Excellency, after his return to Bushit n the Sth 
October, informed me that hie had severe punishment on the offending sections 
of the Tangistani tribe, living killed three or four of them, and having destroyed thoir 
er property. i artesting Hyder Khan 
han, the chi the distriel, who manugedl {0 eseape, he was confident 
tlt he would secure their aryest befor | while he liad left a force of 
fifty Serbazes and onc gun with ton axtillerymen as a guard for the new Headman 
appointed by him to be responsible fur the tribe, Mis Hxcelloney has expressed to 
mie his confidence that the power of the Vangistanis fbr taisohiet is broken, and that: 1 
need Ye, e the possibility of a repetition of the outrage. 
Bushire and taken fuge in the Imam Zada 
the Imam J or Chief Mullah, wi is 
effect som su him ud the Darya Begi. A Khan 
3 but when his arrest hax beon secured, sobiloment of the claim, 
yy preferred by Mahmud, the Telegraph Jemadar, lias heon avrived at, 
1 more a ds our future inouunity so fur as the Tangistant 
tribe is concerned. 
position as Repres 4 foreign Govern 
if the ou al by the 
the work of ‘Ta instigated by ihe Nazomsul-Lujar. 14 would be 
impossible for me to obtain proof that such was tlie ense, and, indeed, it would 
hardly be within ny pi to do so, Suilice if to say that, 
Gor sat least to be probable, and his view has apparently 
Deen aseopted by the C ant, Who s! sxpediition gail ordered 
the deportation of the Nazont-ut-Taja Bushire, 

Ti is mainly due to the strong support ron ativan, Majesty's 
Legation that the Peni Governniont have heon induced to take’ such energetic 
action. 

So long as the Nazi who is a person of consid 

1 shine wits 4 
tied to return, 1 think il mn 
verninent hits afforded suicient satisfaction to the Residene 
for the insult which was offered to it. 

T have applied to his Excellency the Governor for compeusation on 

the horse which was killed. LY 


No. #01, 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received December 13.) 


Indiv Office, December 12, 1900. 
your letter of th transmitting w representation by the 
ior with reference to an alleged au of the Sheikh of Lahe} and 

ported by troops and guns from Aden, against certain villages dependent of 

‘Taiz, Lam direeted by Lond George Hainilion t request that you will Jay before the 

Marquess of Lansidwne the inclosed copy of  Wleram fom the Governor on 


foverament have no ground for 
complaint. podition of the Lake) Sultan did not approach Turkish territory, 
nor did the troops from Aden, which were route-marching in the neighbourhood, take 
any part in the operations. 

The relations of the Subaihis with the Abdalis have for many years been under 
the strict conirol of the Resident at Aven, and the British Government has mado 

gements with both tiles, Al Kudaimt is a small village in the Subaihi country 
due west of Lahej in latitude 13° 8” north, and in lougitude 44° 24” east. aig, which 
lies to the Soke of Lahej, is west of longitude 447, and north of latitude 18° 30”, 

fase: 3M 





and the ‘Turks have no rights of any kind in the Abdali or Subaihi countries: In 
these circumstances there appears to be no ground for the apprehensions telegraphed 
by the Wali of Yemen (o the Ottoman Porte. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 201. 
Governor of Bombay to Lord G. Hanilton. 


(Telegraphic) Bombay, December 11, 1900. 
YOUR tolegram to Governor of Bombay. 

Resident at Aden telegraphs 9th December :— 

“Your telegram of yesterday. 

“Taghe} proceeded against Subsihis lately to Al Kudaimi with two of his 
guns and considerable tribesmen, Fe did not go near Turkish frontier nor in dine 
Of Taig at all. Ifo has returned to Lahej. Some of Aden troops were route-narching 
hear there, but had orders not to assist: him, and gave | | no assistance.” 





No. 201". 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December V7.) 


(No. 95.) 
(Welographic,) DP. ‘Tehran, December 17, 1900. 
SIRMANS instruoti do all in their power to prevent our tele- 
graph line from being subjected to wilful damage have just been issued by Shah at 
Sadr Azam’s request. 
May | expross gratification ‘This measure has for a long time been pressed for 
by the Legation, 





No, 202, 
Subline Porle to Anthopoulo Pushas—(Communieated by Anthopoulo Pasha, December 18.) 


(vélégeaphiqne,) Lonilres, le 15 Décembré, 1900. 

UN nonveau téégeamme du Vali du Yémon nous 
Lohadja marche & In téte des soldats mis a sa dispositi 

{wh Ia suite d'un combat avec les tribus de cette commune il a ¢ 

6 de battre en retraite, Sur cos entrefaites un bi 
Daten A vapeur ont Gté enyoyds d'Aden d U'Rohelle d’\ara. 

Veuillez attirer sur co qui précdde la séricuse attention du Cabinet de Saint- 
James ot Famence A transmettre & qui de droit des ordres eatégoriqnes en vu 
ompéchor tout empictement de cette nature. attends le résultat de vos démarches, 





No. 203, 
India Offico to Foreign Office —(Received December 18.) 


‘NTE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 20th November, respecting 
Muscat affairs, 

India Office, December 17, 1900. 


No. 2014, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Spriny-Rice, 


(‘felegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December V2, 1900. 
1 HAV i ux telegram No. 95, and 1 authorize you to express to the 


Persian Government. the gi m1 of Her Majesty’s Government at the Firma 
viel ave Doin rund to proventwilfal damagy to British telegraph lines in 
Porsia, 





[1633] 





Inclosure 1 in No. 203. 
Captain Cox to the Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Muscat, November 17, 1900. 
THAVE the honour to inclose copy of a letter addressed to the Political Resident: 
the departure of the storesship “Drome’” ‘and the 
of the R. F. “ Catinat” at Museat. 
ing lias as yet transpired as to the latter's intentions, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 203. 
Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Colonel. Kenbatl, 


Muscat, November 13 (14), 1900. 
IN continuation of my letter of the B1st October, I lave the honour to inform 
ou that the RE.“ Drome,” on, her retuen journey down the Gulf, only remained in 
Muscat 48 hows, during which time her Contmander held no communication with the 
Martel appeared ary 
get away, and at the time of leaving i Majesty’ 
“Cossack” and the Age f ight to. Jibuti. 
Krom news subsequently rectives nit transpires that the “Drdme” called at. 
Sur, where Captain Martel landed with aa interpreter ul inte ed the most, 
disaffected among the French flag-holders, namely, the Mukanna section, Te 
enjoined them on no account to relinquish their protection papers, and to have no 
fear of the result, for no harm could come to them for it, and that, moreover, a large 
rench manof-war was coming up to protect them, 
2. In continuation of the precoding puagraph, T have now to report that this 


morning (14th November) the Mrench cruiser * Catinat”” pnt into Muscat [Marbour. 


Neither T nor th 1 Officer hud received any notice of her coming, She is 
a now second-class cruiscr, and her Commander, Commodore Kiescl, informed the 
Senior nown whether she 
but she has heen in communication with the “Drdme” cither at: 
Jibuti or since leaving that port. Her Majesty's ships Cossack Pigeon ” re 
both in harbour, and have heon requested to stand by’ for the present, 
3. M. Goguyer, I am informed, proceeded on boanl the “Catinat” very soon 
after she dropped’ anchor. 


4. A copy of this letter will be’ forwarded to the Foreign Department, by 
Saturday's mail. 





No. 204, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. de Bunsen, 
(No. 263,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 18, 1900, 
THE Turkish Ambassador called on mi s, and left. with me a copy of & 
telegram which he had received from the Turkish Minister for Rorcign AMfairs relative 
to an attack said to have been made by the Sheikh of Lhe 

I promised his Excellency that would make inqui 

A copy of the telegram left by Anthopoulo Pasha is inclosed.* 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 205. 
India Office to Fortign Office. —(Received December 19.) 


Indin Office, Decemler 18, 1900. 
TAM directed to acknowlorler the reecipt sredated November 
ist, asking for Lord Georm " Spring-Riec’= farther 
report of the 17th October hist nw of the Persian Tariff 

Inthe present stite of knussl i plated or what will be done 
in this matter, Lord George Hail i Rayon HAE a 

ny I the 18th Oct why, that the British & 

tain # very watehfil attitude « shiould ate 
frow the Persian Government Uh 
and that lhe shoul dint his « 


apt to ave 
1 Ly consulted betan 

alan 
iund's stl Tain’ trad iam, ont 


cqijwintiion fh. baal of Sn 
duties on opfune and whe 
ar; bat in sneh a season 


sho i repented to Ui 


tion af 

vapoots LF the du iedt 04 
then Tudie has cenparitively lit 
merchandize through Persia’ « 
Wostern Afgiinnistan may pos 


Jeb are tuken to. mean tr 
ing th Persia t0 
thie tuatter, Indky sen 
sunteiiss Sonu conarodities fre Indi 
(in) turvitoty: fron, ports tn:thio Galt’ stad. this 
(far is Teexists ov iy enpable tonsion, would he fajured Ly. transit dues. 
wit due Jovied at different polats oF the land » 
ood destined tor Poesian er whioh Lave abreudy’ gasid tll. import 
Tien his Lovdship ahinks tht Hex Mujesty’. opresentatise should 
such an iinpost » transit dues of the Kini are ever To 
Majesty tho suosition 
wea sore Hatnilton 
Porvia, Ut firthor vu (la raises? in Brasiay 16 would be better fo 
aati drt tut shay auld lin eelrill. yn runtavate Guundentautesb the inpbet 
ble to nl) uations vnd all frontioys wliky, han by new transit dues legalized 
‘it sbyoral stations on dulauid tralfie route 4 
Us Moov, Ui ampesifion of tmnt ities eng bo F 
uy city oF piluce ity the intorior should certainly be: excrupt from liability to pay such 
dutiow at dther places Han thy city or pluce of destinatio ii afd ABOaLO pooate ae Oe 


port or plago of Gntrance «cortical of exemption to gover the journey, provided that 
thoy do not breik hulk: en route, i x 3 ; 


aivineB Stateless Hier 


5 he 
thinks th Lhe opp 


yatived, goods in transit, 


Tam, &o, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No, 206. 
‘The Murijuess of Lausidowae to <inthopoulo Pasha. 


Your Excelloney, Foreiyn Office, December 21, 1900. 

__, EHAVE tho honous to faform you that T referred to Mer Majesty's Secretary of 

State for India the folegeam from the ‘Turkish Minister for Foreizn Alfnirs, whi 

your Exeelloney conmunivated to. me Srl instant, in regard to certain 

Proceedings of the Sheikhis of Lahej snd ib. . 

Prom the tolngruphie reports of the Resident at Aden, to whom Lord George 

Unmilton refrrial lr niformation, it appetrs that the Sultan of Lali] lately proceede: 
Sinbaliis fo Alkudaiui with two of his guns and a considerable mimbe 
To did not: wo ne ish frontier or in the direction of ai 

and hie Ids retuned to Laliej, The Resident adds that some troops from Aden were 


ronte-marching near Lalioj. but had orders not to assist the Sultan, and did not nssist 
him, 
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‘The relations of the Subahis with the Abdalis, to which tribe the Sultan of Lahoj 
belongs, have for many years been under the striet control of the Resident at Aden, 
and Her Majesty's Government have entered into engagements with both tribes. 
‘Alkudaimi is a small village in the Subahi country duo west of Lahej, in latitude 
18° 3” north, and longitude 44° 24” cast. ‘Taiz, which lies to the north-west of Lahe}, 
is west of longitude 44° and north of latitude 13° 30”, and Her Majesty's Government 
cannot admit that the Turkish Government have any rights in the Abdali or Subahi 
countries. 

Tn these circumstances, the Turkish Government do not appear to have’ any 
ground for complaint: in connection with this matter. 

T have communicated to Lord George Hamilton the further telegram from 
‘Tewlik Pasha, which your Excellency was so good as to leave with me on the 
‘sth instant, but in view of wha tated to your Excellency, its contents do not 
appear to eall for any further observ: y Her Majesty’s Government, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No, 207, 
Foreign Office to India Off 


ry Foreign Office, December 21, 1900, 
TAM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the reeeipt of your 
otters of {hie Sth ultimo and 4th instant on the question of the removal of {Tilalcbine 
id -Al-bin-Salin and Abd-ul-Aziz, from Muscat territory. 
mation Secretary of State for India, a 
copy of a letter from 8i i late British Agent and Consul-General at 
Zenwzibar, containing observations on your letter of the Sth Novem 
Lord Lansdowne desires to point out thal, so long ay Abdul Avi is Dra 
the Prench Consulate at Muscat, hie is under French protection, and no. st 
purpose of removing him from Mnseat against, his will seom admissible, unless ho be 
proveil to be guilty of some serious offence which would necessitate his disinissal from 
French employment, 
he original inclosiss in your letter of the 4th instant is roturned Nerowith. 
Tam, & 
(Signed) I, SANDERSON. 





No. 207". 
‘Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receivod December 26.) 


(Commercial. 

(Welegraphic.) P. Teliran, December 20, 1900, 
REFERRING to my telegram of the Brd December, Persian Government. haye 

paid in 600 tomans for Lynel’s claim at Shuster and. 6,053 tomans for Sassoon’s elaim 

At Bushire, [am pushing bank claim, Dispatch of Special Commissioner ordered by 

Shah to consider claims in south. 





No. 208. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 28.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign AMuirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Governor of Bombay, dated the 27th December, respecting the Lahej-Subnibi 
incident. 

India Office, December 28, 1900. 





Inclosure in No. 208. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Bombay. 


(Telegraph 
YOUR telegram 11th instant, 
"Purkish Ambassador reports de 
(0 protest. against British intervention. 
eyeuits of importance 


Indie Office, December 27, 1900. 


hej troops by the Sulwibis, end continu 
¢ keep ine’and Viveroy informed of 





India Office to Foreign Office—(Receivedt December 29. 
$ Under-Secrotary of State for India presents 
of State for Foreign Atfhirs, and, by dirce Hamilton, 

forwards) herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, e clegrain 

front the Governor of Bombay, dated the 28th instant, regarding the Lahej-Subaibi 
collision 
Tudia Office, December 29, 1900, 


+ comp he Unilere 


Tnelosure in No, 209, 


Government of Bowbay to Lord G, Hamilton, 


(Heleggraphie.) 
YOUR telegram 27th instant. 
at Aden reported on Sth instant that Sultan had retuned to Lahej. 


Furthor inquiries are being made, and all events of importance will be comimunicated to 
you and Vicoroy. 


Deceniber 28, 1900. 


No, 210), 


Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Receired December 31.) 


(No. 145,) 
My Lord, Constantinaple, Deeewbce 24, 1900, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 109 of the 2rd ultimo, | have: the ono 
to transmit herewith an t from the “Levant Ucrald,” stating on. the authority 
of the Sabah,” that an international coaling station is’ to be established on Kun 
Island of tho Farzan Archipelago, and that a cargo of English coal has already been 
stored there, 

Tam not aware that any special advantages have heen reserved for Germany, 
although the new station is the result of the efforts made by the German Embassy 
ere to obtain cither by cession or lease « suitable island for « coal depbt for her ships 
of war. 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


Inclosure in No. 210. 


Extract from the * Levant Herald,” 19th December, 1900. 


A Coauixs Statioy 1x amy up Sea—Th 
Tmperial G decided to establish a ¢ 
that the Sultan has instriieted fhe Mi 
mients for carrying ont The station will be es af Kum, int 
Farzan Archipelago, wh ad 0 proximity to the mainland, 
Tt will supply a want long felt by v gating the Red Sea, Aleady one 
warchouse has been built, and others will follow antil adequate storage has heen prox 
vided for all req 3. The Minister of Marine has bought. a cargo of English 

1, and has dispatched it to Kum by the steam-ship “Saadet,” of the Mutigussch. 
Further orders for coal to be shipped direct to the Red Sea have been phiced in 
England, 


avmang 





